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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
THE GIFT OF WISDOM 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The Lord Jesus “grew and became strong” (Luke 2:40); He “increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor 
with God and man” (Luke 2:52). As His body grew and developed, His mind also increased in knowledge and 
understanding. For as our brother in the flesh, that we might “have redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7), 
He lived by faith in the Word of His Father. Thus, He was catechized by His parents, who took Him up “to 
Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover” (Luke 2:41); when He was of age, He gave attention to the 
Holy Scriptures in His Father’s house (Luke 2:46, 49). Christ Jesus is still found in His Church, in “the word of 
truth, the gospel,” by which we are adopted by His Father and sealed with His Spirit (Eph. 1:5, 13). Thus do we 
gain “an understanding mind” to go about our vocations, discerning “between good and evil” (1 Kings 3:9). And 
so do we also go up to Jerusalem, to stand “before the ark of the covenant of the Lord” (1 Kings 3:15), that is, 
in the Holy Communion of His body and blood. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

402 THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) - (The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
 Praise your God, O Zion! 
 

 

 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light 
may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
(Sit) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 
said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on 
his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for 
who is able to govern this your great people?” 
 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give 
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all 
your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father 
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 
servants. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
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riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to 
the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they 
went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and 
when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him 
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. 
And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went 
down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these 
things in her heart. 
 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

 

410 WITHIN THE FATHER’S HOUSE 

 

 
 
5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

    And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself 
    With loving awe to trace 

 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 
    And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    Coequal Three in One. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 
(Stand) 
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OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Lord of hosts, preserve Your Church and look favorably on her ministers. Give them delight in this joyful 
season and restful reflection on the mystery of Your incarnation, that they may preach Your Word boldly 
and faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, Your Son diligently heard the Word of God and grew in wisdom and stature, submissive 
to His earthly parents and always about Your business and in Your house. Keep the families of Your 
Church abiding in Your Word, eager to be found among Your Word and Sacraments and always 
treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your Church that, by 
their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, uphold and strengthen Joseph, our president; all public servants; and those who protect 
us in every good deed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in challenging times. Make 
them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and 
renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, give patience and endurance to all who are sick or in any need, [especially ______,] and 
heal them according to Your will. Receive our thanksgiving for every blessing and kindness You have 
shown to Your people in Christ [especially ______]. Give comfort and hope to all who mourn [especially 
______]. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, Your Son has won redemption through His blood, granting the forgiveness of our 
trespasses. So now according to the riches of Your grace, receive those who come to Your blessed 
Sacrament this day. Grant worthy repentance and confident faith to all who commune, united in a sincere 
confession of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore 
You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not 
offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. 
Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance 
Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Because Online Communion is not something we practice in the LCMS,  
please contact the Church Office to receive Individual Communion from your pastor. 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
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(Sit) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

376 ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
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NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
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390 LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Because Online Communion is not something we practice in the LCMS,  
please contact the Church Office to receive Individual Communion from your pastor. 

 

 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 
Please pray for… 
 

 Steve, Son-in-law of Donna and John, Healing from surgery 

 Mitch, nephew of Craig, Prayers of healing  

 David, friend of Lois, who is dealing with health issues 

 Gayle, Sister of George, peace and healing  

 Glenda, please keep her in your prayers 

 Nancy, daughter of Glenda, blessings on her work among refugees in Europe 

 Elma, friend of Lois, who has health problems 

 Dennis, friend of Lois  

 Christin- niece of Glenda– health issues 

 Greg – son-in-law of George and Ruth – as he deals with health issues 

 Nancy - Nancy healing and recovery 

 Stephanie- Friend of Jenn, Prayers of healing  

 Ruth, Prayers as she deals with health issues 

 Gail  Is now home, thankful for prayer after 3 months of hospitalization and rehab 

 Kim Please keep her in your prayers as she morns the loss of her mother and father 

 Lois Please keep her in your prayers as she is experiencing health issues 

 Vivian, Please pray for Vivian as she has health issues and is recovering 

 Rev. Dave Barber and Family 

 Marion and family, for peace, comfort, healing and encouragement 

 The Carrasco Family, friends of Chuck and Karen -family struggles 

 Zollers Family, Recovering from sickness 

 Kevin , For an upcoming surgery  

 Lois, Please pray for continued strength and resolve. 

 Dick, Please pray for healing and rehab. 

 Craig, Healing and recovery 

 Carleen, Diagnosed with cancer 

 Fahed, Husband of Open Arms Staff Member, Ms. Rana.  Recently had a stroke 
 

  
If you wish to add someone to the prayer list or make any changes, please give the information to Pastor 
Kirschenmann or contact the church office at 847-724-1034 
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Events 
 

Sundays 
9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 
10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 

Wednesdays 
10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread 
~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

 

  
  

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
  

  
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter the information below as prompted. 

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 
 

Announcements:  
 
Birthdays this week: Judy Cueno (1/3), Kit Lenser (1/5), Kathy Christiansen (1/6), JoAnn Zuba (1/7),  

Barbara Bender (1/8) 

  

Baptism Anniversaries this week: Linda Smetana (1/3), Erika Christiansen (1/6), Gail Wycoff (1/6) 

  
 

 

Book Club: We are reading The Second Novella in a Lineage of Grace “Unashamed” by Francine River. You can 

purchase the book online from Amazon or Alibris. Everyone is invited to join our discussion. We will be meeting at the 

end of January. 

  
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
 
For us to return to somewhat of a Pre-COVID style of Communion & Worship, we need VOLUNTEERS!  
 
1. Altar Guild  

2. Ushers  

3. Assistant Servers  

4. ZOOM A/V monitor  

5. Reader/Lector   
 
If you feel drawn to any of these capacities, please offer your time in service to the church 

 


