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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES FORTH IN THE DARKNESS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Heaven and earth rejoice on this night because the glory of the blessed Trinity is manifested in the human birth 
of “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). In Him, the Father’s grace, mercy and peace rest upon 
the world. The silence of death is broken by this “good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 
2:10). And all we who have gone astray like lost and wandering sheep, who have “walked in darkness” of 
doubt and fear and sinful unbelief, behold “a great light” in the nativity of Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him, “the grace of 
God has appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this Child of Mary who is born for us, this dear Son of God who is given to 
us, will bear the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. He thereby establishes a 
government of peace, “with justice and with righteousness,” which shall have no end; not by any work of man, 
but “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7).  
 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 

358 FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME sts. 1–4 
1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 
2 “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child of lowly birth 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 
He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free. 

 
4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share. 

Text: Public domain 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:2–7 
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
  

P You have multiplied the nation; 

C You have increased its joy; 
  

P they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, 

C as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 



 

P For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 

C You have broken as on the day of Midian. 
  

P For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 

C will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
  

P For to us a child is born, 

C to us a son is given; 
  

P and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

C and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 

 

P Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, 

C to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 
2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Brothers and sisters, although “God abides in us and His love is perfected in us,” we sin every day and 

need the assurance of His forgiveness. Let us go to God, seeking His power to amend our sinful lives. 
 
Lord Jesus, the love of God made manifest among us, 



C we have not loved You with our whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
Without Your help we cannot change. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us. 
  

P O Christ, 

C have mercy on us. 
  

P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
  
 

377 ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT ALL CHRISTIANS SING 
1 On Christmas night all Christians sing 

To hear the news the angels bring, 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring, 
    News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
    News of our merciful King’s birth. 

 
2 Then why should men on earth be so sad, 

Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
    When from our sin He set us free, 
    All for to gain our liberty? 

 
3 When sin departs before His grace, 

Then life and health come in its place, 
When sin departs before His grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
    Angels and men with joy may sing, 
    All for to see the newborn King. 

 
4 All out of darkness we have light, 

Which made the angels sing this night, 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night: 
    “Glory to God and peace to men 
    Now and forevermore. Amen.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, with joy we remember the time when Your love started to be visible in the birth of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Strengthen our faith as He finishes His journey to rule our hearts and minds as Savior and Lord 
today and always; 

  

P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ READINGS + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY Matthew 1:21; Isaiah 9:6 
P She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
  

P for He will save His people from their sins. 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 



  

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
 

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD Luke 2:1–20 
 

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM sts. 1–2 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 

Text: Public domain 

 

P In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD sts. 1, 3 
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, 
    To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 

 
 



3 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled 
    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, 
    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; 
    Hail the King of glory! 

Text: Public domain 

 

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will 
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

 

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 
ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 

 

 
  



393 INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY 
1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
    Oxen lowing, 
    Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 
    Swiftly winging, 
    Angels singing, 
    Bells are ringing, 
    Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 
2 Flocks were sleeping, 

    Shepherds keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 
    Saw the glory, 
    Heard the story, 
Tidings of a Gospel true. 
    Thus rejoicing, 
    Free from sorrow, 
    Praises voicing, 
    Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

Text: Public domain 

 

P And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 

368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 
ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

+ PRAYER + 

 

LITANY 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace on earth proclaimed by angels and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace and Christmas joy in the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For this holy house and for all who respond here to the light of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all clergy and laypeople in the Church as they carry the light of Christ with them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who work in national and local governments and agencies to bring peace, justice, health, and 
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who 
sing, and all the people here rejoicing in God’s great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our deliverance from all afflictions, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



  

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 
Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 
 

366 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR sts. 1, 4 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

 
4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years 
    Came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth 
    God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear 
    The song the angels sing. 

Text: Public domain 

 



370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

Text: Public domain 

 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

C Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness 
of His joys in heaven; 

  

P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT sts. 1–3 
1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 



3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 
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Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 
Please pray for… 
 

 Steve, Son-in-law of Donna and John, Healing from surgery 

 Mitch, nephew of Craig, Prayers of healing  

 David, friend of Lois, who is dealing with health issues 

 Gayle, Sister of George, peace and healing  

 Glenda, please keep her in your prayers 

 Nancy, daughter of Glenda, blessings on her work among refugees in Europe 

 Elma, friend of Lois, who has health problems 

 Dennis, friend of Lois  

 Christin- niece of Glenda– health issues 

 Greg – son-in-law of George and Ruth – as he deals with health issues 

 Nancy - Nancy healing and recovery 

 Stephanie- Friend of Jenn, Prayers of healing  

 Ruth, Prayers as she deals with health issues 

 Gail  Is now home, thankful for prayer after 3 months of hospitalization and rehab 

 Kim Please keep her in your prayers as she morns the loss of her mother and father 

 Lois Please keep her in your prayers as she is experiencing health issues 

 Vivian, Please pray for Vivian as she has health issues and is recovering 

 Rev. Dave Barber and Family 

 Marion and family, for peace, comfort, healing and encouragement 

 The Carrasco Family, friends of Chuck and Karen -family struggles 

 Zollers Family, Recovering from sickness 

 Kevin , For an upcoming surgery  

 Lois, Please pray for continued strength and resolve. 

 Dick, Please pray for healing and rehab. 

 Craig, Healing and recovery 

 Carleen, Diagnosed with cancer 

 Fahed, Husband of Open Arms Staff Member, Ms. Rana.  Recently had a stroke 
 

  
If you wish to add someone to the prayer list or make any changes, please give the information to Pastor 
Kirschenmann or contact the church office at 847-724-1034 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Events 
 

Sundays 
9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 
10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 

Wednesdays 
10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread 
~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

 

  
  

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
 
 
 
  

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter the information below as prompted. 

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 
 

Announcements:  
 
Baptism Anniversaries this week: Judy Keith (12/25) 

  

Book Club: We are reading The Second Novella in a Lineage of Grace “Unashamed” by Francine River. You can 

purchase the book online from Amazon or Alibris. Everyone is invited to join our discussion. We will be meeting at the 

end of January. 

  
 

Bible Study on Thursdays will resume on January 6th, 2022 
 

 
Advent Angels 

Mary and Joseph were visited by angels in the months before Jesus’ birth.   The angels brought greetings from God and 

reminded them to not be afraid.  Our goal is to share the same reminder of God's presence with each other. 

Each Advent Angel may take one or more tags from the bulletin board in the Narthex with the name/names of those 80 

years and older to bring tidings of great joy.  Some suggestions for bringing joy: 

* Dropping off a surprise . . . a poinsettia, a box of Christmas chocolates, packs of hot chocolate and a special 

Christmas mug, an ornament for the tree. 

* Send a card in the mail to brighten a day. 

* Making a phone call during the week to simply say hello. 

All we ask is that you share love with your person during the month of December.  Feel free to take as many tags as you 

desire to spread joy to as many people as you feel you are enabled. 

 


