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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
PREPARE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The preaching and Baptism “of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3) prepare us for the coming of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ. The historic work of John the Baptist was completed with the first advent of our Lord 
Jesus in the flesh, but the ministry of the forerunner continues in the preaching of Law and Gospel and in Holy 
Baptism. Through His messengers, the Lord calls people of all nations to “see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:6). 
Our haughtiness is removed and our mountains of pride are brought low, but the Lord humbles us in order to 
exalt us in His mercy. As the Lord has begun this good work of repentance in us, so also does He perfect it by 
His Word and Holy Spirit, and He “will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). He purifies 
us to be His priestly people, precious in His sight and abounding in faith and love, so that we offer our very 
lives in righteousness to the Lord (Mal. 3:3–4).  
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 

 
(Stand) 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 
 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 
 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
But my people did not listen to my voice; 
 Israel would not submit to me. 
Oh, that my people would listen to me, 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
  

 

 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

 
  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may 
be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1–7b 
 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of 
hosts. 
 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of 
your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2–11 
 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 
with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this 
way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you 
all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 
of God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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(Stand) 

 
PSALM Psalm 66:1–12; antiphon: v. 12b 
P 1Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

C 2sing the glory of his name; 
 give to him glorious praise! 

P 3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
 So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 

C 4All the earth worships you 
 and sings praises to you; 
 they sing praises to your name.” 

P 5Come and see what God has done: 
 he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 

C 6He turned the sea into dry land; 
 they passed through the river on foot. 
There did we rejoice in him, 

P 7who rules by his might forever, 
whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
 let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

C 8Bless our God, O peoples; 
 let the sound of his praise be heard, 

P 9who has kept our soul among the living 
 and has not let our feet slip. 

C 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
 you have tried us as silver is tried. 

P 11You brought us into the net; 
 you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

C 12you let men ride over our heads; 
 we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

 
 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
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“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is 
to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

 

344 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 
(Stand) 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

P That the Lord who was once long-suffering toward Israel, calling them to repentance, would open our 
hearts to hear His Word, receive His gifts and gladly submit to His will, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For pastors, that God, who called Isaiah and John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, would bless 
them with every good gift as they prepare His people for Christ’s coming in glory, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Church, that the Lord who cleanses and gathers us would cause our love to abound more and 
more, give us knowledge and discernment of what is excellent, and preserve us blameless for the day of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For families, that our Father who gathers us into His household would bless the households of this 
congregation; and that He would bless all within them so that their love may abound with knowledge, 
discernment and the righteousness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who serve in the military, that the Lord of hosts, who through John the Baptist counseled 
soldiers to conduct themselves according to His Word, would remember, protect and guide them to serve 
honorably, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those in need of healing, comfort and rescue, [especially ______,] that for the sake of Christ, who is 
mightier than all, God would deliver them according to His will and assure them of His faithfulness, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who partake of the Sacrament of the Altar, that as John prepared all flesh to see the Lord’s 
salvation, so God would prepare our hearts to worthily receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
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  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Because Online Communion is not something we practice in the LCMS,  
please contact the Church Office to receive Individual Communion from your pastor. 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
(Sit) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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350 COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM, COME 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

346 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 

 
(Stand) 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 
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A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
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333 ONCE HE CAME IN BLESSING 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001257 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

Because Online Communion is not something we practice in the LCMS,  
please contact the Church Office to receive Individual Communion from your pastor. 
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permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 
Please pray for… 
 

 Steve, Son-in-law of Donna and John, Healing from surgery 

 Mitch, nephew of Craig, Prayers of healing  

 David, friend of Lois, who is dealing with health issues 

 Gayle, Sister of George, peace and healing  

 Glenda, please keep her in your prayers 

 Nancy, daughter of Glenda, blessings on her work among refugees in Europe 

 Elma, friend of Lois, who has health problems 

 Dennis, friend of Lois  

 Christin- niece of Glenda– health issues 

 Greg – son-in-law of George and Ruth – as he deals with health issues 

 Nancy - Nancy healing and recovery 

 Stephanie- Friend of Jenn, Prayers of healing  

 Ruth, Prayers as she deals with health issues 

 Gail  Is now home, thankful for prayer after 3 months of hospitalization and rehab 

 Kim Please keep her in your prayers as she morns the loss of her mother and father 

 Lois Please keep her in your prayers as she is experiencing health issues 

 Vivian, Please pray for Vivian as she has health issues and is recovering 

 Rev. Dave Barber and Family 

 Marion and family, for peace, comfort, healing and encouragement 

 The Carrasco Family, friends of Chuck and Karen -family struggles 

 Zollers Family, Recovering from sickness 

 Kevin , For an upcoming surgery  

 Lois, Please pray for continued strength and resolve. 

 Dick, Please pray for healing and rehab. 

 Craig, Healing and recovery 

 Carleen, Diagnosed with cancer 

 Fahed, Husband of Open Arms Staff Member, Ms. Rana.  Recently had a stroke 
 

  
If you wish to add someone to the prayer list or make any changes, please give the information to Pastor 
Kirschenmann or contact the church office at 847-724-1034 
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Events 

Sundays 
9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 
10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 

Wednesdays 
10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread 
~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

 

  
  

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
Midweek Devotions 7-7:30 PM (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

 During Advent 
  

Thursdays 
1:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 
7:00 PM Book Club (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

  

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter the information below as prompted. 

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 
 

Announcements:  
 
 
Birthdays this week: Sathish Celestine (12/7) Bruce Cueno (12/10) Gail Wycoff (12/10)  

Baptism Anniversaries this week: Alexandra Wong (12/6) Jennifer Marquardt (12/9) 

  

Book Club: We are reading A Lineage of Grace by Francine Rivers, five novellas of unlikely women who changed 

eternity. You can purchase the book online from Amazon or Alibris. Everyone is invited to join our discussion. 

  
 
 
 
 

In Thankfulness to our wonderful staff for all the hard work you have done this past year during the 

pandemic, the Mission Leadership Team voted to approve a 2% bonus from the PPP money we have 

received this year. You will see this in your next paycheck. 

We are also awarding Jenn and Abby Marquardt each a $250 stipend for your fine solo work while we 

weren't able to sing in church earlier this year. 
Immanuel is blessed to have you all in our ministry, for God is truly with us. 

 


