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Pastor Steve:

And with that, I would like to give you all a gift. So we're, they're gonna pass out some gifts among you. 
There are some binders coming around and I want every one of you to take one of them. Starting today, 
I am going to be your guide for a 12-week scroll through the Bible sermon series that's gonna give every 
one of you a grasp of the Bible so that you will be able, when we are done, to turn to any page in the 
Bible and have a context and an understanding of what is happening. This is going to open up profound 
new insights that will take your Bible reading and your Bible comprehension to a new level. And in order 
for you to keep track of everything that we're going to be covering and so that you can have an easy 
reference to it all, we are giving each of you your very own workbook

As you'll see when you leaf through it, the pages are laid out in a really easy format that's gonna allow 
you to organize the most important things that you need to remember. This 12-week investment of 
scrolling through the Bible will help you understand scripture for the rest of your life. So inside there's a 
pen. Grab it. Let's go to the first page after the table of contents, and let's get started. The first section 
as we're gonna, we're gonna break down the Bible into 12 sections. And the first section is called, "How 
the Story Got Started", and it covers Genesis chapters one, one through 11. How the story got started. 
The beginning of the story starts on the broadest possible scale. God creates the universe and then 
narrows to the creation of the earth. And then the focus sharpens again to the creation of living beings.

And there are three big events in this section. Creation is the first one for those of you who are doing 
the read through the uh, read through together Bible. How many of you have done that this week? 
Woo. We got a bunch of people doing that. So if you've started your reading through the Bible program 
this week, you've already read most of this. And you know that the period of time that we are talking 
about is a long, long time ago, long before the guy who wrote Genesis one, one through 11, who is 
Moses, way before he was even alive, this stuff all happened. He didn't experience any of it, but he 
wrote about it. And he's writing about things that are from what's called the antidiluevian period, which 
means before the flood. This is stuff that happened way, way back in human history.

This is how the story got started. Genesis one, one through 11 and the stories that we're gonna read 
here are either passed down orally or were given to Moses by God through the Holy Spirit. There's in 
chapter one, during creation, there's story of God talking to someone else up in heaven. How does 
Moses know about this story? Well, Moses knows about the same way. They knows about a lot. The 
other things is that God revealed it to him. We don't know exactly when the world got started, although 
some people claim to. But Genesis one, one through 11 tells us something about how there's some 
important things to keep in mind. And one of the most important things I want you to keep in mind, if 
you're gonna understand how the story got started, when you walk out of here this morning, you're 
gonna have an understanding of how the story got started and why it matters.

But if you're gonna have that understanding, you're gonna have to understand that the Genesis account 
of how the story of humanity in the world got started isn't the only account of creation. Moses and the 
people that he lived among were surrounded by other groups of people who had their own story about 
how the world got started. A key to us understanding what Moses wrote about how the world began is 
to understand what other people at Moses's time were saying about how the world began. Does that 
make sense so far? If that makes sense. Say Boo Vince <laugh>.

All right. I don't know what to make of that. What we're gonna see is that the Genesis account of how 
the story got started has some major differences with the other stories about how the world got started. 
And it is, in examining those differences, we are gonna find out some really important things about God 
and about ourselves. So I wanna start exploring the Bible's story of creation by looking at stories of 
creation that are not in the Bible. And the first one, the main one that I wanna look at is called the 
Enuma Elish Say it, the Enuma Elish. Now this is only gonna take about two minutes, but I wanna give 
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you this background. It's really important. And by the way, on your pa, uh, on your paper there on the 
back, you can write notes if there's stuff that are outside the main sections that we're covering.

But the Enuma Elish is a Babylonian creation story, and it's older than the biblical creation story. And 
their story says this, this'll take about a minute and a half to review 90 seconds. This'll take about 90 
seconds. Before the creation of anything, there were two divine beings, Absu and Tiamat, Absu and 
Tiamat. Absu was the divine male, Tiamat was the divine female, and they got together and then 
generations were produced through their mingling until a great, great grandchild was born named Ea, 
say Ea. Now you might think that having all of these grandchildren and great-grandchildren running 
around would be a great thing for an aging old deity. But according to the story, the Enuma Elish, once 
the little deities are around, the great-great granddad Absu can't get any sleep because the younger 
great-great grand gods are making too much noise. So despite the objections of his wife Tiamat, and 
now you're thinking, is he making this up?

No, this is a real story. Despite the objections of his wife, Tiamat, Absu decided he was gonna solve his 
problem by killing all his great-great grand gods. But before he could carry out his plan, one of his great 
great grandchildren, IA put a magic spell on Absu and killed him, absolutely kills him. Now, Tiamat gets 
mad and she decides her husband was right and she re-instates the plan to kill them. But first she gets 
remarried to a guy named Kingu. During this time, Ea has a son named Marduke, not Marmaduke. 
Marduke. And Marduke is born and he gets in on all this and he makes a deal with all of the other little 
gods. He said, I'll protect you from Tiamat who wants to kill all of you, but if I protect you, then you guys 
have to make me head God. And they agree.

So Marduke kills his great-great-grandmother, Tiamat and captures Kingu. Marduke splits tiema in half. 
And from one half of her corpse, he makes heaven. And from the other half of her cadaver, he makes 
Earth. Now the deal is that all these other gods have to serve Marduk. And so he makes them serve by 
building him the city of Babylon. But these gods didn't go to god's school so that they could do forced 
manual labor like some graduate degree student sweeping up at Chuck E. Cheese's. And so they start to 
revolt. And so Marduk decides he better cut them some slack and relieve them of some of the manual 
labor. So he kills Kingu, his great great, great great step grandfather and uses Kingu's blood to make 
human beings to serve him. That's the creation story. That's the creation story that everyone accepted 
as fact.

That's the creation story that everyone around Moses as he was writing this creation story, the biblical 
creation story, this is what they believed. And so the creation story that we have in the Bible is set 
against that. And the key differences between the Enuma Elish and the Genesis story are really 
important. And once we see them, some main themes are going to emerge that are gonna help us 
understand what God wanted us to understand from the Book of Genesis. And the first main theme, 
and you have a section on your page for main theme. The first main theme is that creation is the 
unilateral decision of one unrivaled God. One of the main points that you're supposed to take from this 
passage is unlike what everyone else believed at the time, creation was the unilateral decision of one 
unrivaled God.

It wasn't that the world wasn't created as a result of a civil war between a bunch of rival and more or 
less equal Gods polytheism. The belief in more than one God is an obvious feature of these other 
stories. And that's what people believe that the time, but the Genesis account is different and is 
shocking. Everybody around knew, they assumed that there were many, many gods in the creation of 
the world came from a dispute between them. But here we have a claim that God is unrivaled and the 
creation of the world was unrivaled. Now, there are a lot of battles that God finds himself involved with 
in scripture, but none of them have anything to do with creation. This is unique among the creation 
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stories of the day. God stands alone. Lots of cultures and peoples have their idea about how creation 
got started, but in Genesis, we're told creation is the result of the act of one unrivaled God.

We hear that and we think, yeah, no kidding, this was scandalous at the time. Two, unlike the Duke, the 
story of Marduk, the magnificent, sawing Tiamat in half and making heaven and earth, God makes his 
creation out of nothing. The phrase that is used for this is ex nihilo out of nothing from nothing. God 
produces matter and then God shapes that matter. He doesn't work with existing materials like Legos or 
the corpses of other bodies. Creation is not the result of a struggle between more or less equal powers. 
God brought the universe into existence merely by speaking. And as you read Genesis chapter one, you 
saw that no battles, no schemes, God simply speaks the world into existence out of nothing from 
nothing. This would be revolutionary. And as we start to get into chapter three of Genesis are at the end 
of chapter two, we get our first humans.

We get introduced to them, Adam and Eve, the first main characters of this story. And in the creation of 
humans, we're going to see another really practical really important difference because the creation 
stories of the day meant that humans were the um, involved in one thing. I had one purpose, but the 
creation story in Genesis is gonna tell us something completely different. In the other stories, the 
humans were created to relieve the gods of labor. The creation of people isn't the pinnacle of the story 
in creation in those other stories. It's not a climactic event. The people who are created have no dignity 
conferred on them. They're unimportant afterthoughts in the story. There is no particular dignity 
afforded to human beings in these other creation stories. But in Genesis, we have the dignity of 
humanity.

God says, let us make man in our own image and likeness. Humans are not merely tools that the god's 
created so that they can sleep in and get their needs met. Men and women are said to be created in the 
image of God. And there's a difference between creations that are created just as an afterthought to be 
servants and creations that are created for a purpose with dignity. Men and women are said to be 
created in the image of God and they are given dominion. The task of humanity is not about service and 
subservient, but it's about dominion and rule. Dominion means authority and responsibility. It's 
interesting to me that in chapter one verse 28, when man and mankind is given dominion over the 
world, the word dominion is the same word that is used in chapter one, verse 16 about the sun and the 
moon.

The way the sun and the moon have dominion over day and night respectively is the same way that 
mankind is supposed to have dominion over creation. The sun isn't oppressive, the moon isn't a mean 
tyrant, but their existence establishes boundaries. They provide boundaries and guidance and create a 
thriving environment. That is the job of mankind: to have dominion over the earth. And it's worth 
noticing that both male and female are said to be created in the image of God. Both are given the 
command to have to rule and have dominion. Some people make a thing about the fact that eve is 
called Adam's helper and that that somehow means that she's in some way subservient to Adam. But 
the word that's used for helper for eve is the same word that is used repeatedly in the Old Testament of 
God being our helper. When scripture says God is our helper, God, the scripture's not saying that God is 
inferior to us and he's our personal assistant.He, he's the bringer of a resource. He's the bringer of 
something we don't have. Eve is the same word as used of Eve. She's a helper. There is an equality in 
this creation. The subordination of women, men lording over women through power or wherever, is not 
part of God's original creation; that comes after the fall. The intention of God in creation was that man 
and woman would have dominion together. And as God works through Jesus Christ to redeem creation, 
that original relationship should begin to reestablish itself.
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So these three central facts differentiate the God Moses is writing about from other gods. The creation 
story different than the other creation stories. One, God is unrivaled. Two, God is so powerful, his 
creation came out of nothing and happened merely by his speaking. And three, humanity is endowed 
with dignity and every human being bears the image of its creator and therefore has a special place in 
creation. Genesis, Genesis sets out a unique and contrasting view of who God is and who mankind is. 
And these are the main themes of Genesis one through 11.

We make it about well, was creation really in six days and how long ago was it created? But those are 
not the central themes that the creation account of Genesis is primarily concerned with. It wants to tell 
us who God is and who we are. And if you wanna understand the Bible, one of the best ways to get right 
answers is to ask right questions. And the question that they're answering in Genesis one and two is 
who God is and who mankind is. And if you put the view of Genesis, their view of God and their view of 
mankind against a view of the Babylonians in the Enuma Elish you will see a different, a difference. How 
much more valuable are human beings? How better should you treat them? How much higher of a 
calling are humans if they're made in the image of God and given responsibility for the earth that they're 
on versus well, they were just an afterthought to, an afterthought thrown to serve the gods. There's a 
huge philosophical moral difference involved there. Amen.

But as spectacular as the creation accounts are in chapters one and chapter two, it isn't long before 
another big event happens. Genesis chapter three, sin dropped into this perfect creation. Humanity in 
the persons of Adam and Eve are given just one restriction. Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. And now like in any good story, we have our plot conflict, our story obstacle. You have 
this perfect setting, it's only one rule. Did you ever wonder why God gave them a rule? Yeah. Right? Why 
couldn't God just leave them alone? They were in a nice setup. Why did there have to be this 
temptation there? Men and women are made in the image of God. The image of God includes morality, 
right? God is the source of morality. Things are not right and wrong. Uh, things are not right and wrong. 
And then God chooses the right things are right and wrong because that's who God is right to be. To be 
God is to be moral. So far so good. You gotta say it out loud. And if we're gonna be created in the image 
of God, then we are gonna share that morality, right? Yes. And morality involves a choice between right 
and wrong. You can't say that you're moral if you've never had a chance to choose between right and 
wrong. We aren't like God without morality and we don't have morality without a choice. So there had 
to be a moral component to our existence. And the question becomes, will humans accept God's 
definition of good and evil right and wrong? Or will humans seize the opportunity to define that for 
themselves? This is the essential question around sin. Now it's shown in this story of Adam and Eve.

This is the essential question around all sin. Will we accept God's definition of right and wrong, good or 
bad? Or will we seize on an opportunity to define it for ourselves? That is the moral dilemma of the 
Garden of Eden. And it doesn't take long for us to get our answer. Every story has a bad guy. And the 
Prince Humperdink of this story is introduced in chapter, chapter three. The serpent. And the serpent 
tempts people away from God at the beginning of creation the same way you and I are tempted away 
from God today: in incredulity and autonomy. In incredulity, he so he sows undue doubt in their minds 
about God. I'm not sure God can really be trusted. In autonom, he gives them undue confidence in their 
minds about themselves. So he kind of talks down God so they won't believe in him and he talks them 
up so they'll believe more in themselves. And this is the essence of the first sin and every sin that has 
happened after it. The nature of sin is the temptation for us to overstep our God-given limits. You break 
down any sin, you look at any sin, and it boils down fundamentally to people overstepping their given 
limits. Either because, well, God didn't really say that, or God doesn't really know what he's talking 
about. Or I should be able to determine what my limits are for myself. And if I have no limits, then that's 
fine too.
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This is the essence of sin. This is what happens. And when you're living in a moral world, as we do 
confronted with these choices, contentment, living rightly with God comes down to enjoying what's 
permitted and avoiding or abstaining from what is prohibited. Enjoying what's permitted and abstaining 
from what is prohibited. But Adam and Eve decided that their happiness would be found in indulging in 
what was prohibited. And when we sin, just like Adam and Eve, it becomes a question of doubting God, 
lowering him in our minds or believing in ourselves and raising ourselves up in our minds to the point 
where we become the final authority. They were confronted with a decision whether to follow God's 
sense of morality or their own and they follow their own. And that is what we do when we sin. And that 
is why we lose contentment. That is why we are anxious.

The core of sin is asserting and adopting practices that are contrary to God's design. We choose an 
inward turn of the human heart based on what we want and a departure from the design of God, what 
we were intended to have. So whenever this story happened with the first people that ever lived, the 
dynamic plays out exactly the same way in your life. And Genesis chapter three is telling us that there is 
an importance. There's a moral component to us created in the image of God. And the decision to 
violate that has all sorts of terrible ramifications. It shouldn't be missed that way back here in the very 
beginning though, way back in the beginning, chapter three, we have our first hint of Jesus in response 
to the to sin, the first sin that is ever committed on the face of the earth as God is in the course of, of 
judging the temptation, bringer the one who brought that sin.

God says this, from now on, you and my human creation are gonna be at odds with each other. There's 
going to be a warfare that's gonna take place between you and humanity. Your offspring and her 
offspring and her offspring, one of her offspring is going to crush you. You the bringer of temptation, 
you the forces of evil, this seed of the woman's gonna get hurt in the process. It's gonna be as if his heel 
got stung, but he is going to crush your head. Now, at the moment, this isn't fully fleshed out, but now 
us looking back with the perspective of looking back on human history, we see that this is a promise of 
Jesus that is going to come to arrest this line of sin and make things right and reestablish things the way 
they were intended to be. That gets us through chapter three.

And then in chapter four we have um, Cain, one of Adam's offspring killing his brother Abel. And sin gets 
this personification of, in these two people where Cain kills Abel, Genesis five, we get a list of names. 
How many of you skipped over some of the names when you were reading it this week? It's a little hard 
when you get to the names. The names might seem tedious and uninteresting, but there's something 
really important that happens in that list. Right away humanity gets split into two lines. We get the line 
of cane who had brought an acceptable sacrifice to God and excuse me, who had killed, who had not 
brought an unacceptable, excuse me, an unacceptable sacrifice and kill his brother. And we get the line 
of Seth who was another child born after Abel had been killed, kind of the replacement child. And Adam 
and Eve when he, when Seth was born, they saw him as the fulfillment of the promise to Abel's place.

And so now there are two lines, Cain's line and Seth's line. There's a line of sin and a line of redemption, 
a line through which this one will come, who will crush the head of evil. And it isn't that people in the 
line of sin can't be redeemed, but redemption is going to come through one line, one particular line, 
one particular person. And if you read chapter five or when you read it, you noticed that nothing is said 
about the lifespans of Cain's descendants. Did you happen to notice that it doesn't say anything about 
how long they lived and that they had other children and then they died at this certain age? It doesn't 
say anything about that in Cain's line, the line of sin. But in Seth's line, you follow the generations, you 
see the names of their children, you see how long, how old they were when they had their children.

And you see how long they lived. And if you follow Seth's line down, you come to a person named Noah. 
And by the time we get to Noah, the tendency of humans toward violence and the rejection of God 
ordained boundaries has become, has become so great that another big event happens. The flood 
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Genesis chapter six. And just like with the story of creation, other people groups had their version of 
flood stories. I'm not gonna go into this one in anywhere near as much detail, but there's another story 
called the Atrahasis Epic. Atrahasis Epic. And you spell, it's spelled A T rahsis. Without getting into all the 
detail of it, here again, an older God gets angry at a bunch of younger gods and it makes several 
attempts to deal with them. But when they all fail, he decides he's gonna quiet them by drowning them 
all in a flood.

That's the origin of the, of the flood stories that these other nations told. So once again, we look at the 
stories, see what's the difference between the two. What can we learn by comparing the stories in the 
Atrahsis epic, the other, the gods act purely out of malice, out of spite, out of personal interest. There's 
no moral indignation. They're just inconvenienced. The gods in these stories are just as capricious as 
human beings. They're no better in the Genesis story, God reacts indigently to sin to the violation of his 
moral boundaries. There's a difference between the gods in these stories. And it's just like the judgment 
of original sin. We learned something about God in the story of the flood. And one story that we have to 
see, and we will see it in every section of scripture, no matter how old that section is, we will see in 
every section of scripture God's grace.

Not everyone is gonna be lost in this flood of judgment. God provides a way out for Noah, but Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Oh, the Old Testament God, he's so mean and vengeful and spiteful 
and spiteful. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Even when God was judging the world for its sin 
on a worldwide scale, there was grace. God provided a way to escape judgment. God's righteous anger 
at sin always comes with a component of grace that will overcome judgment. God is always gracious 
when God is judging the world for sin. He is gracious When God is judging us for sin, he is gracious. 
Whenever there's a component of judgment and righteous indignation, there is always an avenue of 
grace with God from the first sin. God responded with grace to save the humanity through the seed of 
the woman.

And even as sin and evil multiplied on a worldwide scale, God's grace remained constant. God is always 
gracious. There was always an avenue to find yourself in God's grace. Years later, thousands of years 
later, when Paul was writing about this very same topic, he just says it a little more plainly, but where sin 
increases grace increases all the more so that just as sin reigns through death. So also grace might reign 
through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. So when sin reigns, it brings in 
death. But when Christ reigns, it brings in eternal life through his righteousness. And whenever sin 
increases, sin is never enough to overwhelm the grace of God.

Sin is never enough to overwhelm the grace of God, not in the world, not in your life. Sin is never so 
great that it can overwhelm the grace of God. Contentment lays in enjoying what God has designed for 
us and avoiding what he has prohibited. And sin is the overflow of the banks. Sin is the violation of 
boundaries. And so God demonstrates that in the natural world through the flood, just like water is fine 
when it's separated into where it's supposed to be, but it's a problem when it overflows its banks. That's 
how sin works. When, when we are contained, when we contain ourselves within the boundaries that 
God designed for us, we are safe. But when we decide to overflow those boundaries to out step our 
limits, that is sin and damage is wreaked on the earth and damage is reeked in our lives when that 
happens.

But even a flood can't dampen the sinful ambition of human beings. And so humans try to build a 
monument to their aspirations of divinity. They wanna build a tower that will give them access into 
heaven itself. The last big event of Genesis one, one through 11 is the building of the Tower of Babel. It's 
this place where they all wanna get together. We'll never be separated. We'll always have a reference 
point. We can always find our way back to each other. But God now has more than enough evidence to 
know that humans will always find their way too fast to mischief. And so he confuses their language and 
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they're scattered and people groups begin to form. And this is where the focus of Genesis will narrow to 
one particular people group. And that's where we're gonna leave start off with next week. So if you're 
taking notes, this is kind of, this is what my page looked like, just taking notes on some of the main 
ideas.

What are the main themes of this? Don't get caught up in the minutiae and the questions that scripture 
isn't trying to answer, but God is unrivaled, his power is unrivaled. There are no other gods like him. We 
are as human beings endowed with, with dignity because we are in the image of God. You, me and every 
human being you ever met, you have never met a human being no matter what their circumstances, no 
matter how sinful they are, no matter how poor they are, no matter how different they are from you, 
you have never met a human being that didn't bear the image of God. Doesn't that change the way how 
we should look at them? We should feel about them, how we should treat them. Every sin committed 
from this first sin committed in the world to the last one we committed is because we overstep our 
boundaries. We start doubting God and we start trusting ourselves. You can see what some of the big 
ones there and even in Genesis, even in these stories all the way back, you can see that in Genesis 3:15 
and in Genesis 6:8, there's the hint, there's the promise of grace. Our biggest problem is a problem that 
we can't solve, but that God from the very beginning, dedicated himself to solving in the story in Adam 
and Eve through the story of Cain and Abel into the story of Noah. God is always gracious.

Pray with me as we wrap this up. Would you God, the the story that Genesis tells of who you are and 
who we are is in marked contrast to what a lot of the world believed then and what a lot of the world 
believes now. And we're confronted with a decision. God, I pray that this portion of scripture, this story 
of how things began, would teach us today how to order our lives so that we can find the contentment 
and peace that you have created us to experience with you. And that is going to mean limiting 
ourselves. That is going to mean trusting you in moments and in ways that don't immediately make 
sense to us.

But God, the ramifications of trusting ourselves instead of trusting you are immense and ruinous. God, 
thank you that you reveal yourself as a loving, powerful, unrivaled God who created us not out of spite 
you. Created us with dignity and in your image. And help us to take that seriously, I pray in Jesus' name. 
Amen.


