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Pastor Steve:

Isn't it great to be in church?

We are glad that you are here to worship with us, to join us for the music. I hope that those of you who 
are joining us online, I hope the music comes through half as good to you as it does in the room. They 
band is just so great and we're so thankful for them leading us in worship. Fabulous. We have a lot to 
cover this morning. We're gonna jump right in. As you know, last week we started our sermon series 
called Scroll Through the Bible and in a step of profound unprofessionalism. Mike, I don't have my 
clicker and I don't know where it is. It could be down in the office, could be anywhere really, but if 
anyone could find it, that would be great. Sorry about that. We'll edit that part out during the, the tape. 
So if you don't have your folders and you left them here, you can go back and get 'em.

If you don't have a folder, if maybe you weren't here last week, you can get yourself one. So we're 
gonna pick up and what we did last week cuz we introduced this series where we're gonna walk 
through, we're gonna scroll through the Bible in 12 weeks. We're gonna kind of break the Bible down 
into 12 time sections. And last week we started with the time section that starts from creation through 
the flood. And we have, and you have in your folder you have some question cards and we said that if 
you had a question, you could submit those and that I would, we would start off this week. So there are 
a few questions that got submitted about last week's topic. And if you weren't here last week, then I 
would suggest that you go in and go online and watch that sermon. There's notes and things that you 
can get on our website as well. No luck with that. All right, Rachel, you'll have a big hand for Rachel 
Bobble who now has a lot more to do than she thought she did. It's in my back pocket, you guys.

Speaker 2:

<Laugh>. There you go.

Pastor Steve:

All right, now we can start. Hey, isn't it great to be in church this morning? All right, I'm totally 
prepared. Here we are. So the questions that were submitted last week that touched on what we talked 
about last week, and again, if you weren't here, go back and watch the sermons on YouTube or check 
stuff out online, which has all the sheets. Just a couple of the questions for those of you asking these 
things all the stories of the other creations sound wrong and Genesis sounds right, but nothing to me 
was proved. It doesn't mean God is correct, all right? That's more of a statement than a question. But it 
doesn't prove that. But it does lay out contrasting views between what the world around thought of 
God at the time and thought of the sort of other ki the other world, the world beyond what we can see 
and touch and feel.

The i the idea was that that world out there is the product of a bunch of rival gods who are more or less 
equal strengths, but, but they're schemy and they make plans and they trick each other. And then one 
God rises to the top and becomes the all powerful God, right? And that sort of led to how the world was 
made and how human beings were created. But the story in Genesis is nothing like that. There's one 
unrivaled god who com commit who created people out of his sheer will and want and who created 
humans with dignity and purpose and his image. So that view is a different view than what the world 
was believing at the time. That the fact that it's written down in Genesis doesn't prove anything is true 
enough. But there are your two contrasting views of God and the world of the above.

And you pick from there if we are moral and decide between right and wrong, what was God's moral 
choice? God doesn't choose morality. Morality comes forth. It issues forth from God. Being in the image 
of God. We recognize that there is a moral element in the world and amoral non-moral things like 
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creations and like plants and animals, they don't deal with that. But as human beings we do. And so we 
had to have a moral choice. That's why the tree was in the garden. Should we assume Noah preached 
people while building the boat? Well there is no record in scripture of Noah going to seminary, so he 
wasn't qualified. If you're out there building that boat for a year, I bet you it comes up in conversation. I 
would think it comes up. Scripture doesn't say no one else gets on the arc with Noah.

So I would assume that either he was you know, he preached unsuccessfully or that it didn't come up. 
But scripture doesn't say, and you don't want to guess too much around stuff like that. Someone ask 
who were the nephem from now on? We're making people sign these question cards. I wanna find out 
who's causing trouble. I skipped the nephem that was on purpose. If you don't know what we're talking 
about, look at Genesis chapter six. The Nephem there, nobody knows. If anybody knew we wouldn't be 
talking about it 4,000 years later. The three views of the Nephem is that they were either angels, they 
were either mighty men, some sort of giants, or that when it says that the sons of men sons of God 
married the daughters of men, it means that the people from the line of Seth, the godly human line, 
intermixed with the line of cane who were the ungod ungodly line.

 And if you really want to talk about that, we can talk more about that. Come up and ask me afterward 
and I'll send you to Aade line. So if you have any questions, we have, you have these cards in your 
notebook, just write down the questions as we're going along what we're talking about today. Maybe 
you don't understand something, maybe I don't say something clearly. Maybe it doesn't quite register 
with you. Write it down on the card and we'll revisit it during the week. And if you're at watching at 
home, home, you can get online, go to our website and you can fill out the question cards from there 
too. So that's where we covered last week. We, and this week we've got 600 years to cover. So in your, 
in your notebook, if you look last week our our page was about how the story got started, creation, 
whenever that was through Noah, through the time of the flood.

And then we cover that. And you can see if you look on the bottom of your page there, you have a 
timeline that's gonna sort of track along from you generally when these things happened and when they 
happened in relation to each other. So first we have this period of time that's covered in Genesis one 
through 11 of how the story got started, which is really about who God is and who we are as his 
creation, how God is going to reveal himself tho that's the main themes. Those are the main themes of 
Genesis one through 11. And then if you turn to today's page, you see the chapter that we're covering 
now is called Forefathers Try Three Fathers. This is about the forefathers, the ones who started this 
movement. God has narrowed his focus. He started revealing himself with creation writ large, right? The 
whole universe, the moon, moon and the sun and the stars and everything that exists, right?

That's how God started revealing himself in Genesis chapters one and two. And he narrowed it down to 
he revealed himself through human humanity creating us with his image and dignity and likeness. And 
he was gonna reveal us off. He was gonna work through humanity. Humanity had dominion. Humanity 
was a different creation than the animals and the plants. There was something specific that God was 
gonna work in and through people. And now God is going to continue and he's going to narrow to one 
line of people and that's gonna be a big thing we're gonna talk about today. And he's gonna focus on, 
he's gonna set up, he's gonna start to establish one line of people, one people group through whom 
God is going to primarily reveal himself. It's the way that he works through that group. It's the rules that 
he establishes in that group.

It's what he demands of the people in that group. These are all the ways that are going to reveal to the 
world who God is and what he wants from us. And God does that through this one group of people. And 
this is the start of that group of people and Genesis 12 to 50, they're called the patriarchs, the 
forefathers of our faith. And it's a really nice coincidence that as we as a church are reading through the 
Bible together, that this is the exact section that you guys started reading through this week. How's that 
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going? By the way, are you staying with your reading? If you've drifted off, if you missed a day or two, 
don't let that get you down. Just jump back in. Tomorrow's a new day. This is about developing a habit 
and getting familiar with what's in scripture. So do not get discouraged if you've missed any.

It's really great to just jump back in at any point. So we've been reading about during the weekend we 
heard that after the Tower of Babel incident we're giving a list of the descendants of Noah and this leads 
us through the line of shek. And if you flip over one page in your notebook, you'll have a tree that 
illustrates this as I'm talking about it. But we have one of Noah's children is Shem, he's the good one. 
And his line, his descendants lead down to a guy named Tara. Tara sets out for Canaan. Canaan is a land, 
it is a place, it is named after a place where Noah's grandson who had been cursed, he was in a cursed 
line, his name was Canaan, he settled there and saw the land be called Canaan. And Tara started to aim 
that way. But he stopped short into a place called Heron and he dies there.

One of his children is Abraham. And Abraham, the first of the forefathers is from the line of chef. And so 
he stopped there and he's living in a place called Haron. And so now instead of God revealing himself on 
a universal scale, he's going to start interacting with this one people group that Abraham is going to 
start and of which he is going to be the head. So our first main character for this section as you're filling 
out your form is Abraham. This is where God gets started dealing with one particular people group. And 
he has to do that by dealing with one particular guy. Abraham is our main character. He appears in 
chapter 12 and this is how he appears. God suddenly appears, speaks to him and says, get out of your 
country from the family you have and from your father's house. And I want you to go to a place and I'll 
let you know when you're there, when you get there.

And I am going to make you a great nation. I am going to bless you. I am going to make your name great 
and you shall be a blessing. And I will bless those who bless you and I will curse the one who curses you 
and in you, all the families of the earth will be blessed. There is so much that goes on in this story, but 
there's a couple things that I wanna draw you your attention to. And first is Abraham, according to 
scripture, doesn't do anything to earn the blessing of God. Abraham has not distinguished himself as a 
righteous man. He hasn't done anything particularly, we don't know anything about him except that he 
was Tara's son and they got to the land of hair. And then that's where as far as it got, God chose him for 
God's purposes that we're not based on Abraham's goodness.

And notice that God doesn't say go and if you go, I'll give you this land. He says, go so that I can so that 
you can have this land I've already given you. Do you see the difference? One is, I will reward you for 
your work. If you go then I'm gonna give you this land and this inheritance and this promise works 
based. But that is not what God says. God says go so I can get, you can claim what I've already given you. 
I've already purposed that this is the land that you're gonna have and this is where you're going to have 
children and you're gonna make your name great and you will be blessed and you will be a blessing. Go 
there, put yourself in the position so I can give you what I've already determined that I can give you. God 
is already set on blessing us.

You do not have ton or trick God into giving you something. You don't have to negotiate your way into a 
blessing with God. That isn't how he works. Our obedience puts us in the place where we can experience 
the blessings of God that he has already determined to give us. Do you get that we're not working so 
that we can get, so that we can earn the blessings of God? We're going where God tells us that he has a 
bunch of blessings for us. There's an world of difference between trying to earn God's favor and living 
loved in God's favor because that's the way he wants it. Abraham is a pattern of the way that God deals 
with us. Abraham is a pattern of salvation. As we look at these main characters don't see Abraham and 
the other forefathers as isolated incidents or characters through them.

God is teaching us a lesson about who he is and what he wants from us, how he deals with us, how we 
get right with him in Genesis 15, six. So in this same section, just a couple cha chapters later we're told 
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that Abraham believed in the Lord and it was his faith that was accounted to him as righteousness. We 
need to be made right with God. This is a theme that's going to be developed throughout the whole 
Bible since the inception of sin. The human race now has an obstacle, a roadblock between us and God. 
We have to get right with God. And scripture goes on to describe the way that we get right with God. 
What we need to be right with God as righteousness. How do we as sinful, fallen people? Abraham was 
a sinful po fallen person. How does he, how do we get righteousness?

Abraham believed and it was credited to him as righteousness. His righteousness is not connected to 
what his works, his righteousness is connected to what he believed his faith. This truth that God deals 
with Abraham in, in sh in dealing with Abraham, shows us how he's gonna deal with us is fleshed out in 
scripture. Paul in the book of Roman says, well as we're considering this idea of of salvation by grace 
through faith as we're considering this, Paul says, let's go back and think about what Abraham, our 
forefather. Let's go back to that story and see what we can learn from that story. So what, how did 
Abraham get saved? Because if Abraham was justified by works, then he had something, the boast 
about his salvation, his righteous standing with God could be about him and what he did. But he doesn't 
have that kind of standing before God.

And Paul says, well what does scripture say about how Abraham got right with God? And he comes back 
to quote this story from 2000 years before Christ. Scripture says, Abraham believed God and it was 
accounted, it was credited to him as righteousness the way that we get right with God. From the very 
beginning when God started to pick his line and show he was gonna, he was going to show himself and 
he was gonna redeem his creation through this one particular line of people. He made it abundantly 
clear that his picking that line and him saving those persons had nothing to do about their worthiness, 
but it had to do with his grace. And because God's been teaching that from the very beginning of the 
line, Paul can later say when he is writing a letter to a church that's in the city of Galatia, we know that 
only those who are of the faith are in the line of Abraham.

Our sons and daughters of Abraham, we're not so much worried anymore. Paul says about who's in the 
physical genealogy line of Abraham. We know that it's the descendants of Abraham who come through 
faith that matter. And it was script foreseeing that God. So it was scripture a long time ago and he's 
referring way back to Genesis. It was scripture knowing, foreseeing, predicting, giving you the hint that 
God's going to justify everybody, not just the line of Abraham, not just Jewish people but everybody by 
faith that it says this, God preached the gospel to Abraham. God preached the gospel. Where did God 
preach the gospel? What did God preaches was the gospel in you? All the nations shall be blessed. So 
then those who are of faith are blessed alongside with believing Abraham. How do you get into the line 
of faith of Abraham where you find yourself being declared righteous by God?

Is it by works or is it by faith? From the very beginning, God has been teaching and is about faith and this 
is what God wants to reveal. And this is what God reveals through Abraham. If you wanna get a right 
relationship with God, it has to be by grace through faith. It is not about works. It is not so that we can 
brag about how good we are and that somehow we fall in human beings are going to be so good that 
God is going to be in our debt. It isn't about that. It has always been about faith. That is how we get right 
with God. That is how Abraham is blessed. Not because he was great, because God chose that he wants 
to have a line of people that he's gonna work through in the world to show who he is and what he wants 
from us.

And he picks them by grace and therefore Abraham is blessed. But notice this too. Abraham isn't just 
blessed what? For conversation with God. He, as far as we know, he has no reason to know who God is, 
right? And all of a sudden he gets this message from God, I'm going to bless you. You're gonna be a great 
nation. That's that would be a cool conversation starter. But yet he says to him, don't just expect that 
you are gonna be blessed. You are also going to be a blessing. Those of us who experiences the 
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righteousness of God because of his grace are called not only to be blessed but to be a blessing. This is a 
main theme of what scripture is trying to tell us. When we are saved, when we are brought, when we 
are counted righteous by God because of our faith in Jesus Christ, it is not just so we can be saved and 
avoid hell and go someplace great when we die.

It's not just about us being blessed, it's about us being a blessing. The whole world is going to be 
blessed. The whole world is gonna have some insight into how what God wants and who he is through 
the life of Abraham. Hey, the whole world, or at least your little part of it needs to know who God is and 
have a little insight about what he wants from them through you and through me. We are called to be a 
blessing. It is not enough for just us to absorb the grace of God. We have to live the grace of God so that 
others can experience it. That's what it means to live loved. We become so convinced that we are loved, 
that God has loved us, not based on who we are, but because of who he is. That that love just overflows. 
It pours through us to other people. And so we are blessed and we are a blessing. That's your job 
description believer. That's what you are called to do. Be blessed, believe you are blessed and be a 
blessing because you are. That's what he tells to Abraham. And he promises Abraham that Abraham's 
gonna be a great nation. He's gonna have lots of descendants.

But there are two main obstacles in the way. One, Abraham doesn't have any kids and his wife can't 
have any kids. We're told that his wife is Barron unable to have children. This is a big obstacle to having 
a lot of children. And two, the land that he's promised already has people in it. The land of Canaan has 
Canaanites in it. Here's my promise, here's my blessing. You're gonna have a lot of children and you're 
gonna have this land. Oh, also your wife can't have kids and there's people in that land. That's the way 
the blessing works. Here's a takeaway. Here's a thing that this week, a truth that we can take from what 
Abraham got from what we experienced. Obstacles don't mean that God doesn't have a plan. That's 
probably one too many negative obstacles do not mean that God does not have a plan.

Just because you encounter obstacles in your life doesn't mean God has abandoned you. Far from it 
being called by God gave Abraham's life purpose and direction. But that does not mean that his life is 
now going to be obstacle free. I venture to guess that if Abraham's life would have had that Abraham's 
life would've had a lot less obstacles if he'd had just gone on being a farmer in Heron. If God, if God had 
told him that and Abraham passed, I imagine that Abraham would've had a lot less obstacles in his life. 
He had just stayed in Heron. You can be called and you can experience difficulty. Both can be true. Don't 
let the fact that you're experiencing difficulty in your life somehow get you to start doubting that God 
really has saved you or called you or has a purpose for you or wants you.

That is a temptation that we live in when we decide that our faith is only evidenced by whether things 
are going great for us. When things are going great, yeah, God probably does love me, but if things are 
hard, I wonder if God is trying to get me. I wonder if I ever was really saved. I wonder if that was just an 
emotional phase I was going through. The obstacles start to cause us to question whether God really 
called us in the first place. From the very beginning, the very first guy that God called in this line, 
Abraham experienced obstacles. The promises he were GI were was given included obstacles inherent in 
them. You're going to have children, but your wife is Barron da dah. You're gonna get this promise land. 
But there's a lot of people in that land, huh? What are we gonna do?

Obstacles don't mean God hasn't called you. God can care about you and have a plan for you and have a 
purpose for you. And you might face very difficult things. One thing does not negate the other. And by 
the way, in the story, Abraham gets to the promised land and he gets there and there's a famine in the 
land. And so he goes down to Egypt where there was a place of food. Egypt was the world power of the 
time. This fascinated me. The pyramids were already built when Abraham lived. The pyramids were like 
400 years old already by the time Abraham lived. And when Abraham left the promised land because 
there was a famine. Wait a minute, this is the what God promised him and the land and it's got a famine. 
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He's got a flee to Egypt. Egypt was the wor dominating world power at the time. And so he has to leave 
where he was and he has to go into Egypt, walk past the pyramids. This is the way the blessing starts.

You might not look like anything more than a wanderer. If I was watching, if you could see Abraham at 
that point, he might not look like much more than a wanderer. But the divine call on his life meant that 
his life was really important. There is no one who saw Abraham escaping the famine with a few 
members of his family going to Egypt like everybody else cuz he had no food. There was no way anyone 
would look at him and say, that guy's going to bless the world. He looked just like every other wanderer 
looking for a scrap of food. But when you are following your divine call, your life suddenly has purpose. 
Even though it doesn't look like it. You and I may not look like much by the world's standards, but we 
have a divine calling in our life. God wants us to fulfill that calling and God is going to do something 
amazing in our lives.

Sometimes that's hard to believe when we're just trying to scrape by. But this is why God lays out this 
story, th this way so that we know it's true. Eventually Abraham's gonna be vindicated by God, but it's 
gonna take a long, long time before there's any visible evidence that Abraham is actually going to 
achieve what God has promised him. And in your life it may take a long time, there may be a lot of work, 
there may be a lot of hardships, there may be a lot of difficulty that you face. But that doesn't mean you 
don't have a call and that God isn't faithful to it. Abraham from the very beginning, got working through 
Abraham. God is showing us that this is how it works. And then we're led into what is really the one 
main theme of this section. If you walk away with nothing else, walk away with that.

Through Abraham, God is establishing the line of promise way back in reaction to the first sin of 
humanity in Genesis chapter three that we looked at last week when sin came into the world and God 
judged that sin, part of the judgment of that sin was the gracious promise that there was going to be 
some human descendant that was gonna be able to solve this problem of evil and sin. The promise of 
Jesus. Jesus isn't mentioned by name, but he's the promised seed. Eve is they're told in the garden that 
there is gonna be someone who's gonna crush the head of the forces of evil. He's gonna get wounded 
himself in the process, but he's gonna have victory over evil. That's the promise. Well, that promise is 
gonna come through one particular line of descendants. It's gonna come through one group of people. 
And it starts with Abraham.

Here God is, God promises Abraham this line of descendants. And through then the earth is gonna be 
blessed. Abraham is very old and his wife baron and well past childbearing years even for someone who 
could have children. So it was natural, almost logical that God, that Abraham felt that he was going to 
have to find a workaround to fulfill God's promise. God's promise to meet children. But not only do I 
have a wife who can't have children, but now she's way past childbearing years and I'm getting up there 
myself. So if this promise of God is going to be fulfilled, I'm going to have to do something. And this is 
where a couple of the most important and least known names in scripture appear. And I want you to 
write them down in your main character section, Hagar and Ishmael, Hagar and Ishma.

It's after 10 years of being in Canaan and still not having any children, still no evidence that God is gonna 
make good on his promise. Sarah Abraham's wife has an idea. And just to be clear at this point, 
Abraham's name is Abram. We're gonna talk about that in a second. But in these first several chapters 
of the story of his life, his name is Abram, that's Abraham. Abraham's wife is Sarah I. And she has an 
idea. C suggests that Abraham, Abraham have a child with her servant whose name is Hagar. And so this 
is what Abraham does. Abraham sleeps with Sarah's servant. Hagar, she gets pregnant and she's gonna 
have a son and his name is going to be Ishmael. And who could have seen this coming suddenly this 
becomes a sore subject in the house.

But God tells Abraham that Ishma is not going to be the child of the promise. I'm gonna bless you and 
through you, I'm gonna bless the whole world through your descendants. Okay, well I'm gonna kind of 
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make my own descendants, God cuz you haven't given me any. God says no, that is not gonna be the 
line of promise. And years later, about 14 years later, in fact, Sarah who is Baron and who now is at age 
90 gets pregnant with a child named Isaac. And that is how the line of promise is going to be 
established. That is the line through which God is going to fulfill his promise to Abraham and to the 
world. We're gonna talk a little more about that in a second. But on the personal level, now that Sarah 
has a child of her own, she kicks Hagar and Ishma out of the house.

But God is gracious to Hagar and promises her promises, Hey Gar, that her son Ishmael will be blessed 
and that he will have a lot of descendants. And historically Ishmael's descendants become the Arab 
people. But the promise that God has been talking about is going to come through Isaac. And this 
distinguishes the line of promise. It's gonna be through Isaac and not through Ishmael. And it 
demonstrates this theological truth that waiting works, works, won't waiting works. It was 10 years in 
Canaan before Sarah even had the bright idea to try to skirt around God's promises by heaven. Abraham 
have a child with Hagar. It was another 14 years after that before she got pregnant with so that she 
could have Isaac. 24 years of waiting on a promise of God. Some of you have had times in your life 
where you've been waiting more than 24 years for a promise of God.

Some of you've been waiting a few years and you're wondering if it's ever going to come. And the 
temptation can be, well, God needs my help. There's gonna be a work around here. I'm gonna have to 
do something extraordinary. I'm not saying that you never put effort into life. I'm not saying that. But if 
God is promising that you are going to have a child, God is going to take that responsibility. God is going 
to make sure that happens. And you using your home, your own human ingenuity and effort to try to go 
around because you don't wanna wait on God is never gonna work. Waiting faithful patience is one of 
the things God wants to develop in our lives. God's plan of salvation does not revolve around human 
effort. How many ways? So early in the process can God make this clear? When God provides salvation, 
when he delivers a promise, when he delivers a line of descendants that's going to bless the world, he's 
gonna do it in such a way that it's clearly a work of God's power and grace and not the product of 
human ingenuity.

God is going, this is going to be so miraculous with an older woman who was Barron, is gonna have a 
child that they're gonna know this was God doing something the other way. It's like, wow, Sarah and 
Abraham and Hagar were really clever. They thought of this plan that God didn't think of. It's not about 
human effort, human ingenuity, it's about God. When God delivers, he's gonna do it in such a way that 
it's miraculous. So you've got Abraham, Sarah, Sarah telling Abraham the sleep with Sarah's servant, 
Hagar, you've got this, you know problem. You've got a little soap opera, the first soap opera ever right 
here. And this is interesting because this is the history of Israel. This is the history of God's people and 
usually night nations, when they write their history, they try to whitewash the bad stuff right? When 
they're writing their history, not with these people.

It would be hard to conceive of less heroic characters than what we're gonna see in the book of Genesis. 
But I think that's kind of the points. The emphasis is on God and God's grace and God's goodness and his 
divine purposes. It's not based on the worthiness of the people. It's not as if God's saying, I just need to 
find myself some really good, really clever people and they can save the world. It's not based on them. 
As you're reading along in Genesis, keep an eye out for all of the lies and the deceit and the cowardice 
and the immorality and the treachery and the inhumanity among the people of God, among the people 
who are in the promised line of God. You won't believe the stuff that they do. Actually you will believe it.

All of these patriarchs in the line of the promise at one point or another do some really awful things. If 
human merit had anything to do with salvation, these people would be the least likely people in all of 
the world to merit any salvation from God. And as you read it, it's gonna get gross and it's gonna be easy 
to get caught up in the Soap Opry type stuff. But the point is that God wants to demonstrate from the 
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very beginning that his salvation is not gonna be about human works and worthiness. Salvation is about 
salvation has always been about God's grace and he demonstrates that at every step along the 
generational path, God chose some gross messed up people. And that includes you and me. I don't 
know why, but God chose us. It really seems like God could have done better, doesn't it than us.

He wants to bless the world, he wants to demonstrate it through. He is who he is through a line of 
people. Well God find some good people better than us, better than these clowns. This is why God 
chose. So it's all about God and it isn't about us. We look back at Abraham and all these big spiritual 
giants, they were jerks. They were wait till you read the stuff that they do. Who knows why. But God 
chose them. Who knows why. But God chose you. And even more confusingly, God chose me because 
God has things he has decided to do in this world. He's going to do them. He's going to teach the world 
who he is through this line of promise. And this line of promise is not gonna depend about on our 
behavior either for obtaining salvation or maintaining salvation. The lives of the patriarchs proves it.

Now, I do not suggest that you sin as much as these people do cuz it's bad and you sin enough on your 
own. And so do I. Don't work at that part. But be amazed as you read through Genesis, not just at what 
jerks these people are, but how deep God's grace is. So that leads us to our next main character. We're 
tracing these main characters, traced the line of promise. This is the family group. This is how the 
promise is gonna come to the world through this one particular group. It's not gonna be through 
Ishmael, the son of Hagar. It's going to be through Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah miraculously 
provided for by God. So immediately God wants to reinforce that it's he and he alone that's gonna 
provide what he's looking for. And so we have this birth of Isaac and then we have a quasi bazaar story 
of God now telling Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.

And I wanna ruin the ending for you. God didn't intend for Abraham to do this and he wouldn't have 
allowed it and he didn't allow it, but he does. If this does become an opportunity for God to 
demonstrate once again that he will provide, he will make sure that the line he has promised comes to 
fulfillment. You'll read about that when you get into Genesis chapter 21 and 22. Isaac marries Rebecca. 
Rebecca coincidentally is also Barron, but graciously and miraculously also gives birth to twins though. 
So be careful what you pray for. Jacob and Esau. Esau is technically the older one, but Jacob is identified 
as being the line of promise. So now the line of promise goes from Abraham through Isaac and now it 
arrives with Jacob. These are the three big names of the patriarchs. We're, we're gonna put one more 
name in here that Genesis spends a lot of time talking about, but Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, these are 
the three big names.

This is where God starts his call on one particular group of humanity. And now that line is narrowing 
even though other children are getting born. This is the line through Abraham, through Isaac, and now 
through Jacob who's actually Esau's younger brother. And there's a lot of shenanigans around these two 
guys. Any of you guys have brothers you didn't get along with. You're gonna love this story. Jacob is 
gonna be the line of promise though and not because Jacob was a great guy because this is how God 
wants it. And so Jacob grows up and he marries Rachel who he loves but who can't have children. And so 
there becomes this big event that hap, well, first he has to marry. He gets tricked into marrying 
Rebecca's sister, Leah, and then he gets to marry Rachel. Then this big event comes though the big event 
is Jacob, this guy named Jacob gets his name changed.

He has an encounter with God in Genesis chapter 32. It says He wrestles with God. And during that God 
changes Jacob's name. This guy Jacob is now going to be called what? Israel. So when we talk about the 
children of Israel, we talk about the tribes of Israel. We're talking about a group of people that started in 
one place that started with this guy Jacob, who had his name changed to Israel. Naming is an indication 
of relationship and responsibility. God changes names because he's changing our identities and our 
primary purposes. When you and I, again, these stories happen so long ago, it might seem, it might 
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seem like they're not connected to us, but they're intimately connected with us because it's through 
these God, these stories that God is doing what telling us who he is and what he wants from us. And 
God changes Jacob's name to Israel because he has a purpose for him because he's showing response, a 
relationship with him.

When God comes into a relationship with us that changes our identity, we are no longer the same 
people that we were. Our fundamental identity changes. Second Corinthians five 17 tells us this God's 
calling becomes our primary identity. You and I, when we become rightly related to God through Jesus 
Christ, our identity changes. They say it a couple ways in scripture and they say it like this in Second 
Corinthians. When anyone is joined to Christ by faith, that person is a new creation. Old things have 
passed away, all things have become new. Jacob was, as far as I know, still the same height when he 
became Israel that he was when he was Jacob. He still weighed the same, he still looked the same, but 
his identity had completely changed you. When you and I come into a relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ, there may not be some physical manifestation of that change, but everything is different.

We have become a new person. God now never looks at you and sees just you. He always sees you in 
connection with Christ. You are a new creation. Before you were just you and there was Christ over 
here. But when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you become this new creation that didn't exist before 
you. God has changed you. God has changed your identity. And in fact you know that God has renamed 
you revelation too. If you're paying attention, listen, this is what the church, this is what the Spirit is 
saying to the one who overcomes, to the one who maintains their faith in Jesus Christ. I will give hidden 
man to eat. I will nourish you in a way that people can't imagine. And I will give to that person, that 
man or that woman, a white stone. Sometime in the course of history, at the end of history, when God 
is getting ready to make, make everything right through Jesus Christ.

Believers are gonna be given a white stone. And on that stone is gonna be a name written on it. And no 
one's gonna know what that name is except the one who receives it. God who gives you a new identity 
is gonna give you a new name, a name just for you, a little inside, just between you and God. Nickname. 
How fun is that gonna be? The first time you get that nickname, the first time God calls you this and 
says, this is my special identifier for you. This is you and nobody else shares this name. And this is just 
gonna be between me and you. This is gonna be our little pet name. How endearing is that gonna feel? 
How loving is that? God changes our names, he changes our identity. Our primary purpose in life 
becomes what God is doing in us. That is fun to think about and that is what God demonstrates through 
all these people.

So Jacob becomes Israel and he has sons and each of these sons has their own families. And these 
families become bigger and so they become tribes. And so we get the 12 tribes of Israel. Did you know 
that? Did you know that the 12 tribes of Israel, basically just the family clans, 12 of them of this guy 
named Israel? Maybe you knew that, but now I know you know that. So these are the 12 tribes of Israel. 
And if you don't have time to write these all right now down right now, they're on the tree that's on the 
next page of your chart. They're also in Genesis 35. Look at it there. There's a couple names that you 
might not be soup too familiar with Efram and Manassa. I'm gonna explain those to you in a minute 
because there's one more super main character. I'm stalling cuz it looks like some of you guys are 
writing this down. So there's one more super main character that is introduced in the book of Genesis. 
The big three, the patriarchs, the forefathers are Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Those are the big names, 
but there's one other name and it's, it's I, it's Jacob who becomes Israel who has children with these 
names that become the 12 tribes of Israel. But then we do meet one more guy and I'll put that slide up 
again at the end. We do meet one more guy named Joseph.

Now Joseph is an interesting case. So remember I said that Abra Abraham excuse Abraham, that Jacob 
who became Israel had one. His, his love of his life was Rebecca, but Rebecca couldn't have children and 
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he had children with Leah. And Leah gave him another servant and he had some more kids. And then 
Rebecca feeling left out said, well here I have some children with my servant. And so Abraham's got 10 
<laugh>. Stop saying, Abraham, Steve, Jacob, Israel has got 10 kids, but he doesn't have any with 
Rebecca. And all of a sudden God because he wants to make sure that they know it's about him. A 
<laugh>. Jacob and Rebecca have a son. Abraham's at least 11th, right? And this is Joseph. And because 
Joseph is the apple of Isaac's eye, because he's the one, the first one that he gets to have with Rebecca, 
Joseph be, did I really?

Maybe I'm just testing you or maybe I'm getting it wrong. That's awesome. Thank you. Now this one is 
special. Joseph is special. This is a child he never thought he'd get. And so he spoils Joseph. Joseph 
becomes the favorite. And of course the other 10 older brothers hate Joseph because he's daddy's 
favorite. And so we have all sorts of drama around Joseph. The brothers eventually throw Joseph into a 
pit, they sell him into slavery, but they report back that Joseph has been killed. So now Jacob thinks he's 
lost his dearest child. Now he has one more Benjamin, and that's where we get 12. But Joseph's gone as 
far as he knows Joseph is dead, but Joseph isn't dead. And as you read in the end of the book of Genesis, 
Joseph eventually ends up in Egypt. Remember, Egypt is the world power of the day.

And Joseph has a lot of, he gets thrown in jail because he's falsely accused of something when he's in 
jail. He does some stuff that gets the attention of people that he has to wait a long time to be delivered. 
It seems to be a theme too. But eventually Joseph rises through the ranks until becomes a high ranking 
public official fact. Scripture says he's the second highest ranking official in Egypt. And guess what 
happens? Another famine hits the land of Canaan where Jacob and all the rest of his family are, and 
now they need food. And where are they gonna go for food? They go to Egypt not knowing that it's 
Joseph that they will be seeing it's Joseph who's in charge of the food distribution program. They are 
gonna be depending on the grace and the goodness of Joseph. It's a fabulous story. You're gonna enjoy 
it when you read it in Genesis.

But at one point, Joseph, he's slow to reveal to his brothers that it's him because they threw him in a pit 
and he wants to stick it to him a little bit. And he makes them wait and he makes them wait. And he 
sends for his brother Benjamin. And they bring Benjamin. And then he finally says, where's the father of 
your family? And he finally shows up. And then there's the big reveal where Joseph says, it's me, it's 
your brother Jacob, it's your son. Now Jacob had thought that Joseph had died. Joseph as he got into 
Egypt, had a couple kids. And so when Jacob gets to Egypt and sees that Joseph is still alive, he says, well 
Joseph, I thought I had lost you, but so kind of in my inheritance in my line, I'm taking your two children 
and I'm gonna make them mine.

So I'm gonna have my other 11 names of the tribes of Israel. Those are the 11. But there isn't a tribe of 
Joseph. There isn't a lot. Joseph is not a tribe because Jacob had thought Joseph was gone. And so 
Joseph's, Joseph's children, Efram and Manassa, they each get a half a share and they become the 12th 
tribe. The two of them together add up to be the 12th tribe. And so that's why Joseph's names doesn't 
appear in the list of the tribes, but Efram and Manassa do. But at the end, and we'll get, we'll wrap up 
with this at the end in Genesis 50, as it gets to the end when there's the big reveal and they're afraid 
that Joseph is gonna get them cuz he's got power now and he is got reason to be mad at them and they 
apologize. And Joseph says this amazing thing to them, you meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.

You meant it for evil. God meant it for good. This is a, and God did this in sort of that he could save a lot 
more lives. This is Joseph's conclusion to the matter. Listen, God's plans for good overcome the evil 
plans of others in Joseph's life. Throughout the course of human history in your life, God's plan for good 
will overcome the evil plans of others. There was difficulty and there was hardship and there was 
waiting in the story of all of these patriarchs. But God's good overcame it all. God's good in your life will 
overcome it all. That's a lot that we cha we packed into one sermon. Go through these notes, go back 
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and read. Just look quickly to review who the main characters are. You might read this, you might read 
Genesis and you might be struck by somebody else. It might be another character that you're drawn to.

Are you important? But these are big ones. These are people that you should know. These are people 
who really progress the story of God. It's through them that God is moving forward and revealing 
himself to the world and what he wants from us. These are the main characters, the big things that 
happen in this. The last two thirds here of Genesis are Abraham getting called. And this line of promise, 
God is working on a line of promise through which he's gonna redeem the whole world. God changes 
our identities. This is where Israel, that name comes from. This is where the tribes of Israel come from.

And this is how God's people get to Egypt because Joseph is there. Those are the big events, the main 
ideas. There's a line of promise. God names and Chan God, God names us. He changes our identities 
because that's the primary purpose. That's who we are. And God's plans will always overcome whatever 
evil plans might be out there. And we have to remember this as we walk through the world because 
we're just as tempted as the Old Testament patriarchs to try to figure out a way around God's plan. 
There must be a shortcut to this life. God's promised I'm gonna have. But there isn't. And we need to be 
convinced despite the fact that we don't have merits to deserve it, that God has chosen us. But we are 
not called simply to experience the blessings of God, but we are called to be a blessing for other people.

And in the course of pursuing that you are going to have obstacles, you are gonna have difficulties, you 
are gonna have hardships, you're gonna bring some of them on yourself. But none of that means that 
you were wrong. None of that means, oh God didn't really choose me. He absolutely did. Obstacles are 
just part of the story. And you might not appear to be much to some people, but man, God has a special 
purpose that he is accomplishing in your life. Don't bail on it. And all the way back in this story, we saw 
it in the first three chapters of Genesis and we see it here. We see Jesus, we hear the, we see the 
promise of salvation. We see the proclamation that our salvation isn't by our works, but it's by God's 
grace that it's gonna be God is going to provide what we need to be saved.

So now with God's people in Egypt, the stage is set for the next big plot point of God's story. The exodus 
from slavery in Egypt where God frees his people and makes Charlton Heston a star. <Laugh>. Let's pray. 
God, this is an amazing story. This is a great story. We're lucky, we're blessed to get to read it and to 
know it and then to understand if we can wrap our minds around the fact that we're not reading just 
history, we're reading, I don't know, anthropology. We're reading how who we are in your eyes we're, 
we're learning about who you are and what you want from us. God, I'm particularly thankful that you in 
this story did not get dis discouraged by the ranked terribleness of the people you are saving. And God, 
we are thankful and we fall on your grace and your mercy and your forgiveness for the times when we 
resemble these people way too much. But in this story, you illuminate for us principles that are true, as 
true about us today as they were 2000 years before Christ of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God let these 
truths sink in and not just be facts about that happened to some other people years ago. But that these 
are truths about who we are.

We thank you for it. In Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. That was a lot to cover. If you have any questions 
about any of it on the card, something I didn't cover, something that wasn't clear write it down on a 
card. Turn the card in. There's an information table. Katie will be back there in the gym when you go in 
the coffee tank to get your donut or cup of coffee or whatever. Stop by. Katie can answer any question 
you have about the patriarchal line. Give her the piece of paper, she'll give it to me just as a joke, even 
though she already knows. And I'll answer 'em if I can next week. While you're in there, you can also get 
some information about a couple other things coming up. There's a men's dinner that's coming up that's 
going to Portillo's. How can you not wanna go to that?

 Keep your Bible reading up. If you lost your schedule, take a picture of it on of somebody's on your 
phone. Keep it with you on your phone. That's what I do. If you need a paper copy, you can get one. If 
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you fell off last week, jump back in with us. You're gonna start reading all this stuff in Genesis. It's really 
fascinating. We're also going to be building around this reading through the Bible project. Some small 
groups where you can get together in in small, small groups and talk about what you read and have 
questions and get some instructions. You're gonna be printed off of you. Those are starting February 
5th. So get some information on that. Just before that, the last weekend of January, women are gonna 
be having a pajama party. It's an excuse to get together and do some social stuff. All of this stuff gets 
emailed to you on Fridays. All of it's on our website. Don't forget to check, check that I won't take any 
more of your time. You've been patient with me this morning except let me just say not to forget as 
you go through this week, that as we can prove we have a, he's with us every step that we take. So 
thanks for coming. Have a great week.


