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Speaker 1:

Isn't it exciting to be in church? Yeah, man.

Ah, as Jesus once said to his disciples, It's great to be back. I I missed you guys last week. Kelly and I went 
to a wedding and it was some of our oldest some of my oldest childhood friends, their daughter got 
married and I did the wedding and that was really nice. And it was nice to have the time off and it was 
very fun for us to be at a wedding. It's, you know, very romantic and very sweet. There was a point in 
the wedding, at the wedding when Kelly looked over and said to me, she said, Steve, I just want you to 
know you are the only one I've ever loved. She said, All the rest were nines and tens

Speaker 2:

<Laugh>.

Speaker 1:
You gotta, that's a little, it could be a late Donner, but yeah, that can be. It was, but we had a very fun 
wedding and if anyone gets married this is what you should do. Because like 10 o'clock they ordered 
about 30 pizzas. Have you been to a wedding where they do that? There was like 30 pizzas to, and it 
gave me, it gave me this great joke. I wanted to tell you a really good pizza joke, but it's cheesy.

Speaker 2:

Wow.

Speaker 1:
But speaking of food, and I learned this at the wedding. Speaking of food, did you know that french fries 
weren't originally cooked in France? Yes. You knew that they were cooked in Greece.

Speaker 2:

<Laugh>,

Speaker 1:
Yeah. That's good. All good stuff, right? But after the wedding, it was so weird. We went home and I 
usually go to bed at like at 9:30. I, we didn't go to bed till like one. And so I had weird dreams. I don't 
know if that has ever happened to you. I had this really weird dream where a dog was giving me an mri. 
<Laugh>. That's weird, right? Because everyone knows dogs can't give MRIs. Catscan

Speaker 2:

That elevator.

Speaker 1:

So, so listen now here, how much money I have a

Speaker 2:

Must made

Speaker 1:
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Our goal. I have a really good construction joke that I wanna tell you, elevator construction joke, but I'm 
still working on it. And that leads us to this. So we said at the beginning of this month, we said we had 
this goal that we wanted to raise and we've been working on this for a while. In case you don't know, we 
are building an accessible lift back here so that people can get in easier access for people who might 
have a hard time getting in. And the total cost of the project is projected to be $82,000. We've been 
raising money for some time and at the end of last month we had about 70,000. We were about 
$12,000 short. So I just offhandedly made the comment that, hey, if we get $12,000 this month for the 
lift project, I won't tell anymore Dad jokes. For six months in the last four weeks we have gotten $8,395 
toward the elevator. Now this is what Dennis sent me on Thursday that we had collected $8,395. Dennis 
came and saw me 20 minutes ago downstairs and said, Between Thursday and today we got another 
$950.

Speaker 3:

Woo.

Speaker 1:

So that brings us to only like $2,700 short. And what are you doing?

Speaker 3:
I was handed three checks, <laugh> before the service.

Speaker 1:
We got three more checks right before church this morning. So I'm beginning to be afraid that this might 
actually happen.

Speaker 3:

We're over,

Speaker 1:

We're over

Speaker 3:

Outta your system cause we're going on a joke <laugh>.

Speaker 1:
I want to know the names of every single person. Usually pastors are so happy when the money comes 
in. This is a disaster. Wow. All right. Well, like I said, a six month moratorium on dad jokes starting 
January 1st, 2029. All right,

Speaker 3:

<Laugh>.

Speaker 1:
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Wow, that was shocking news. I didn't know that had happened. Well that's fun. Well, so thank you. 
Thank you everybody for that. That's awesome That we've raised that money. I really appreciate your 
generosity.

We're getting into our sermon series and we're in the third week of this sermon series. We took a break 
last week and Eric did a great job as he always does, filling in for me. I'm so thankful for him. But we're 
starting this news series and I told you when we started this series, I had done a lot of reading about the 
series and a lot of studying and I mentioned you may not remember that the best teaching that I heard 
from anybody on the subject of the Kingdom of God was a guy named Gordon Fee. Gordon Fee is a 
professor, he a pressor in Canada at Regent Seminary very well known, written a lot of commentaries, a 
lot of scholarly stuff, a lot of more accessible stuff. And he wrote what I think is the best stuff on the 
kingdom of God that I have heard in my whole studying of it.

Gordon Fee was an enthusiastic, upbeat really powerful dynamic guy. And Gordon died this week. Now I 
didn't know Gordon. I had never met Gordon. I was touched by his teaching. Kelly actually was in a class 
with Gordon F's daughter who was also a seminary professor. And so Kelly had a little bit of a connection 
there, but Gordon Fee passed away this week and Gordon Fee had said in one of the obituaries about 
him, it started by saying that one day Gordon Fee stood up in one of his seminary classes and he said, 
One day you are going to read that Gordon fee is dead. Don't you believe it? I'll be alive and singing to 
my Lord and master. And then professor and I never had a seminary professor like this, but then he 
jumped up on a table and sang all five verses of oh four a thousand tongues to sing.

And it was, they said it was just powerful and it communicated who he was, both this great scholarly 
teacher and this guy who had a great passion for the Lord. I feel a little guilty with his passing next week 
that I'm stealing so much of his material, but as a way to honor him and as a way to kick us off, I want us 
to sing this song. So I don't know if you know it, the lyrics up there, it's very short, it's very easy. We 
don't have any music. So the less you want to hear me, the louder you should sing. But Gordon Fe, this 
Great Theological Mind is singing this right now up in heaven and it's a great re reminder for us. How 
many of you guys know the old Hy oh, 4,000 tongues of sing? All right, you're the ones I'm really gonna 
be relying on. Turn me down in the mic cuz let's go.

Speaker 4:

Oh for 1,000 tongues to sing my great redeemers praise, the glory, of my God and King, the triumphs of 
his grace, My gracious master and my God assist me to proclaim to spread through all the earth abroad 
the of honors of your name. Jesus the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 'tis 
music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace. He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the 
prisoner free, His blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me. To God all glory praise and 
love be now and ever given, by saints below and saints above the church in earth and heaven. Amen. 
Amen.

Speaker 1:

What I thought was Gordon F's greatest teaching on this subject is the subject of the kingdom of God. 
This is our graphic for the kingdom of God. And I wanna explain to you in a minute what this is, but just 
as a brief way of review, we started a couple weeks with the kingdom of God. What is the kingdom of 
God? The kingdom of God? And I gave you three definitions, I've got it down to two, but the kingdom of 
God is the gift of God whereby God himself establishes a people of God living according to the light of 
God. And then just for a little one, the kingdom of God is where Jesus is, where Jesus is reigning. And 
that's important. Where Jesus is reigning and where Jesus is recognized. In order to have a kingdom, you 
need to have a few things, right?
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You need to have a realm someplace where you rule, you need to have someone who rules in that area. 
You need to have subjects, you need to have citizens. It's not a kingdom if you don't have any subjects 
and you need to have some sort of system or values that the kingdom stands for. That's what a kingdom 
is and a kingdom of God, if God has a kingdom, God is going to have all of those elements. So there is 
this authority that God has and he has it everywhere, but God, we've, what we've seen is that even 
though God reigns, God ultimately is in charge of everything. Even though God reigns, God is not 
reigning right now. He has the power, but his power isn't recognized universally and that's one of the 
marks of a kingdom. The values of the kingdom of God aren't lived out on earth.

And that's one of the marks of a kingdom is that its values are lived out and it has a king who is 
recognized. Jesus is the king of this kingdom, but Jesus isn't recognized. So this is the kingdom of God 
and the kingdom of God. I'm gonna go back to this kind of weird looking picture for a second because 
the kingdom of God, do we have it there? The kingdom of God. This is what this represents is it's when 
Jesus came it as if like, let me give you an example. And this is so weird too, when maybe this happens 
to you guys who have been married a long time, but you guys know all summer, like since it's very early 
summer, I've had a shoulder problem, right? I couldn't lift my arm above my head for months. Kelly 
woke up six weeks ago and she couldn't move her shoulder.

It's the weirdest thing that's not supposed to be, you know, transmittable, right? So she went to the 
doctor and she had a cortisone shot. How many of you had, have you had a cortisone shot? Quite a few 
of us. That says something about our congregation. So the way the cortisone shots in, they put this 
needle in your shoulder and they squirt the medicine in your shoulder doesn't instantly feel better. The 
medicine's in there, right? But it's gonna take a while to create the relief of pain that helps with the 
healing, right? Well, in the same way as we saw in the first week, Jesus came and he brought the 
kingdom of God, right? The kingdom of God entered the earth, entered

this world, right? But all of a sudden the world wasn't completely healed. Just like a cortisone shot takes 
a while to have a fact or medicine in your body takes a while to spread the kingdom of God while started 
while inaugurated with the coming of Jesus hasn't taken over, it hasn't completely healed the world.

And so when we ask are we living in the kingdom of God? Well, Jesus brought near the kingdom of God 
and when he was on earth, the king was on earth. But the world doesn't run by his values, the world 
doesn't recognize him as king. He did however, start to invite citizens to be in his kingdom. A kingdom 
needs citizens. What we're going to talk about this morning is how you become, how you and I become 
citizens of the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God has started now. One day Jesus is gonna return and 
there is going to be an actual physical, literal kingdom of God that he's set up. In the meantime, though 
the kingdom of God is slowly spreading in the world, in and through those who believe in Jesus Christ, 
those are the citizens of the kingdom of God. Kingdoms have to have subjects. So we have to ask 
ourselves you have to ask yourself how does someone become a citizen of the kingdom of God in light 
of the reality of the kingdom of God? It's been inserted into the world and maybe it hasn't taken full 
effect yet, but it's a reality. It is happening. So in light of that reality, the question is how do we get in it? 
Now, I wanna remind you of something that we covered in the first week, which is that it is hard to get 
in to the kingdom of God.

We as a church, and you hear a lot in general about the love of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and that's 
all true. And yet it is said repeatedly and it is said pointedly that it is hard to get into the kingdom of 
God. And in fact in this verse, the standard that is held up is that unless your righteousness, unless you 
are more righteous, more rightly aligned with God, more living up to the obligations that we have as 
human beings to our creator, than the most righteous people of the day, the religious establishment of 
the day. Unless your righteousness is more than theirs, you will not enter the kingdom of God. That is 
and should be sobering for us.
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How do we do that? How do we get a righteousness that exceeds the righteousness of the most 
righteous people that we're living? That's what I want to talk about this morning and right away I want 
to talk about what I think might be a problem when we think about this, when we take seriously this 
challenge, this warning that our righteousness has to exceed the righteousness of people who are better 
than us, who are better than you and I. That should be sobering. I think the problem is when we try to 
be more righteous than the Pharisees, we think of righteousness as an amount. And so when we hear 
that our righteousness needs to exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees, we think we have to do 
more than them. We need to have a higher volume of works or a deeper level of works. In short, we 
quantify righteousness, we measure it and we say they had X amount of righteousness. Scripture says 
we have to have more than their amount of righteousness. So we have to have y amount of 
righteousness and it doesn't take us long and some of us have tried, but it doesn't take us long to realize 
that we can't be that righteous. If you've ever really tried to be good, you immediately start to notice all 
the ways that were not right. I've challenged you with this before, just for today on your drive home, 
decide you are gonna obey every traffic law. You're gonna drive the speed limit on every road. You're 
gonna signal every turn, you're gonna come to a complete stop. You won't get out of this zip code 
before you realize you've blown it. But if we think about righteousness in terms of the fact that we need 
a greater kind of righteousness than a greater volume of righteousness, then there's some hope.

What if it means, what if Jesus meant by that our righteousness needs to go beyond their 
righteousness? What if he meant we need a different kind of righteousness? The basis of their 
righteousness was behavior, laws and rituals, rules and observations. And when we think about being 
good enough for God, good works, we think along those same terms. But entering the kingdom of God 
actually means that we have to push past the righteousness that comes from quantifying our behavior 
and instead rest in Jesus's behavior and righteousness. I'm gonna take a drink. You should say amen. 
Amen. Unless we go beyond the righteousness of our behavior, Pharisee type righteousness, we will 
never get to experience kingdom qualifying righteousness. I'd suggest that this verse doesn't mean 
exceed in amount as much as it means go beyond or leave behind. We need to leave behind the idea of 
connecting with God by our behavior without a different approach, an approach that is anchored in God 
and not in ourselves.

No one. And I'm not so much right now concerned about anyone, I'm concerned about none of you will 
enter the kingdom of God. If you are even your well-meaning and best efforts to write your relationship 
with God come through your behavior, your behavior will not qualify to enter the kingdom of God. 
We've already seen that. To enter the kingdom of God you need to repent. This was John the Baptist's 
Baptist's first message when he was introducing Jesus to the world. This was Jesus' first message when 
he started talking about that He's bringing the kingdom of God. So we need to repent. Repent means to 
turn away from one thing and toward another thing. To repent means to turn away from our reigning, 
our being in control, our authority, and turn toward God's reigning from our righteousness to Christ's 
righteousness. We turn away from what we can achieve in our own righteousness and we turn toward 
what Jesus achieved, the righteousness that he achieved.

And since we can't get in our into the kingdom of God on our own, this becomes the fundamental 
question that you have to answer and will determine whether or not you will enter the kingdom of God. 
Is Christ the anointed one? Is he the one empowered to bring in and reign in the kingdom of God? This is 
the question. Christ claim that his coming brought to earth the kingdom of God. So will we pursue 
entrance to the kingdom of God based on our righteousness or on his? That is the question that will 
determine your eternal destiny. Do not kid yourself since he was already among us our earthly rea, our 
reaction to the earthly Jesus is going to be the basement. The basement, I'm sorry, is going to be the 
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basis of Jesus's judgment of us. Think about this, our judgment of Jesus. Now what we decide about 
Jesus now is going to determine his judgment of us.

Then whenever the kingdom of God is gonna come full bloom, whenever it's going to be recognized and 
rule and its values are going to reign when that moment comes, whether we are in the kingdom or 
outside of the kingdom isn't really a judgment that Jesus is gonna make about us. It's basically just going 
to be a reflection of the judgment we've already made about Jesus. The kingdom of God involves a 
judgment of Jesus in the future that's gonna be exactly the same as your judgment of Jesus. Now 
scripture is clear which of those keys will open the door to the kingdom of heaven, Therefore no one will 
be declared righteous. You have to be righteous. You have to have this amazing amount of 
righteousness to get into the kingdom of God and yet no one is gonna be declared right in God's sight by 
doing stuff by rights and rituals and observances and keeping a large majority of the 10 commandments 
or whatever.

In fact, it's through the law that we become conscious, conscious of how often we don't keep the law. 
But now there is a key to the kingdom of heaven. There is an avenue to the kingdom of God that is 
different from the law of righteousness. And this is one that God has been talking about since the time 
of the Old Testament and the law and the prophets and that's the righteousness that is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. The message of scripture is that you need righteousness and the 
only qualifying righteousness to enter the kingdom of heaven comes through Jesus Christ. Our 
righteousness exceeding the righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees isn't about moving from bad 
behavior to good behavior? The Pharisees obeyed the law, say what you want about them. But Jesus 
was not criticizing them for bad outward behavior.

They kept the law. They fasted twice a week. They tithe, they gave alms to the the poor. And in fact, I 
was reading and I don't, I only, I read this in a scholar in a scholarly book about this. So I can't, I can't cite 
the source other than to say I read this, that they were so committed to giving alms to the poor that 
they passed laws, they enacted societal laws that guaranteed there would continue to be poor people. 
They did it is perversely funny. They took their injunction to give alms to the poor so seriously that they 
thought, Wow, what if something happens and there are no poor anymore. We're in trouble. So we 
have to perpetuate a society in which there will always be poor so that we can be righteous. How 
twisted is that kind of commitment? And don't kid yourself scripture isn't saying the Pharisees were 98% 
pure on their righteousness scale and now we have to Walter White our way up to 99% purity and 
become spiritual Heisenberg's. The law, obeying commandments and rituals, can't save anyone and 
forget that for a minute, it can't save you.

The law is like a mirror. And this I did hear from Gordon fee, the law is like a mirror. It helps you by 
showing you the dirt on your face but it doesn't give you a washcloth and it doesn't give you soap or 
water. You can look into the law and you can realize, I"'m dirty," but the law in and of itself won't fix 
that problem. What a great analogy. That's the law's purpose and that's as far as the law's law goes. So 
entering the kingdom of God isn't about investing more energy into the system of your good works.

You can't keep trying to get saved in a soapless system. And our behavior is a soapless system. What we 
need is to draw from an account of righteousness that is big enough to cover the check that we are 
trying to write. Even the most righteous people in Jesus' time didn't have enough righteousness in their 
spiritual account to cover what they needed to enter the kingdom of God. And you and I are never ever 
going to amass that amount of righteousness. So we're going to need to draw from another source and 
a source that can cover what we need. Are you with me so far? Yeah. We're talking about the kingdom 
of God. We have a general sense of what it is. We have a general idea of where and when it's going to 
be and how it's been inaugurated, but it's not quite in full bloom.
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But the question we're confronted with today is how do we get in to become citizens of God, of the 
kingdom of God and everything that entails. We have to divest ourselves from the system of our 
behavior and invest ourselves in the category of the righteousness of Christ. Scripture says the kingdom 
of God, I just, it still is amazing me. How often the phrase the kingdom of God pops up in scripture. The 
kingdom of God isn't about what you eat and what you drink the rules of and the rituals that you keep. 
It's about righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The kingdom of God isn't about external 
behavior, it's not about your external behavior, it's about a righteousness that comes from the spirit. 
And this is the repentance that we are called to. And this is what you need to have to enter the kingdom 
of heaven.

And if you walked in here thinking that it was gonna be some quality of your good works, if you had 
some mental image in your mind that God is going to be up there with a scale when you meet him and 
he's going to be weighing your good works against your bad works and he's nice, so he'll put his thumb 
on the scale a little bit and that you are gonna get in because of that. I'm, I am terribly sorry to tell you, 
you are mistaken. Scripture says you are mistaken. We have to turn from a natural human-centered 
approach to entering the kingdom of God to a spiritual approach. This is what it means to exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees.

There was a Pharisee, one particular Pharisee who felt this tension. He was in the group, He was one of 
these law-abiders, his name was Nicodemus. And one night he came to have a conversation with Jesus. 
It says that he came at night. It doesn't really say too much about why he wanted this conversation to be 
secret, but he started out talking to Jesus and kind of flattering Jesus a little bit by saying, Hey Jesus, we 
know you're a good teacher. And Jesus cuts right to the chase with this pharisee, right? A guy who was 
invested in the righteousness of behavior. Jesus said, Listen, I will tell you this, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they're born again. Now born again is a, a phrase that we're familiar with and it's 
a phrase that you know outside of the church, some people it creeps them out. What does that even 
mean? Born again Christians. It's got some connotations that we don't necessarily love, but this was all 
new terminology to Nicodemus.

And so Nicodemus said, How can someone be born when they are old? What is he thinking? Is he 
thinking physical or is he thinking spiritual? He's thinking physical. He lives in a world where you get right 
with God by what you do physically. So it makes perfect sense to him to ask for him to ask, how can 
someone be born again when they're old? They can't go into their mother's womb a second time to be 
born. And Jesus said, I'll tell you this, no one is going to enter the kingdom of God unless they're born of 
water. And the spirit water representing earthly birth, fleshly physical birth, spirit. Speaking of spiritual 
birth, flesh gives birth to flesh. What you can achieve through human efforts, through your fleshly 
efforts is human. And what you can achieve spiritually comes through the spirit. So you shouldn't be 
surprised that I'm telling you you have to be born again.

Your problem, Nicodemus, is that you're thinking in the wrong category. You're thinking that somehow 
it has to do with something physical when it's actually something spiritual. He was so locked in on the 
law, on behavior as the only way to enter the kingdom of God that he couldn't even comprehend of a 
righteousness that came some other way. And Jesus called Nicodemus to abandon his hope in becoming 
a kingdom of and entering the kingdom of God based on his righteousness and instead wanted to point 
him to the life that comes through spiritual righteousness. And as you and I sit here and hear these 
reflections, there is a sense of urgency about this because before Jesus came, the kingdom of God 
wasn't at hand.

But now that Jesus has come, the kingdom of God has been proclaimed and we need to be ready 
because the next thing that could happen at any time is Jesus inaugurate. Is Jesus bringing the kingdom 
in a more obvious and recognizable way. There's already, and there already should be a sense of 
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urgency in our lives because we can't guarantee that we're gonna be here tomorrow and when we pass 
from this earth, we're going to try to enter the kingdom of God. And the question is going to be not 
does. What does Jesus think about you? The question's really gonna be, what did you think about Jesus? 
What did you decide about Jesus? That's gonna determine whether or not you are in the kingdom of 
God. We need passports stamped with the righteousness of Jesus so that we will be recognized and 
allowed to enter the kingdom of God near the end of the sermon on the mountain.

Matthew chapter seven, Jesus says, another really scary thing, not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord 
will enter the kingdom of heaven. This is, I mean this is Halloween weekend. This is scary. There are 
people who recognize the reality of the kingdom. There are people who recognize the kingdom is out 
there and there are even people who recognize Jesus as someone special. Not everyone who calls me 
Lord, Lord, they have, they're giving him an honorific title. They think something of him. Nicodemus 
comes and says, Hey, we know you're a good teacher. It's obviously they have an el... It's obviously they 
have an elevated view of Jesus, but not everyone who has an elevated view of Jesus or who even 
recognizes that there is a kingdom of God is going to be able to enter it because some of those people 
are going to try to enter the kingdom of God through their own righteousness.

And there is no door to the kingdom of heaven labeled works. There is no door to the kingdom of 
heaven labeled human effort, human righteousness, everyone, every one of us is subject to the kingdom 
of God, but only those who voluntarily enter citizenship will benefit from the fact that the kingdom of 
God is there are subjects of the kingdom of God. All of us will be subject to the kingdom of God who will 
however not make it into the kingdom of God. Our decision about Jesus will have determined Jesus's 
decision about us. And in the end times when the kingdom of God is being brought full force, 
recognizable everywhere, some people, even some who had an elevated view of Jesus are going to be 
left outside in a miserable condition because they were determined to enter the kingdom of God based 
on their own goodness.

I don't want that to be you. I don't want that to be us. We don't like the message of nashing and 
weep...the nashing of teeth and weeping. Do we? We want everyone to be admitted to the kingdom of 
heaven. So do I. Jesus saw it differently. When we started this series and I asked you guys all to fill out 
cards. What did Jesus, you know, what were the most important topic to Jesus? We got a lot of cards 
that said love and forgiveness and grace and all of those things. But Jesus's favorite subject was the 
kingdom of God. And right under that was eternity and specifically hell, negative eternity. Jesus talks 
about this a lot because it's a reality. The very nature of the kingdom of God involves separation and 
judgment. The very fact that there is a kingdom of God and not everyone is gonna be able to enter the 
kingdom of God means that there is judgment.

You and I are going to face judgment. Do we wanna stand before God and claim a citizenship in the 
kingdom of God based on our righteousness or on Jesus' In a world that has rejected God and has fallen 
to the influence of evil, the solution is that God is going to reclaim this earth. God is going to bring the 
kingdom one day in full. He's actually going to assert his authority on earth. It's going to happen. He's 
going to bring the kingdom of God. But the problem with bringing the kingdom of God is that it brings 
judgment. It brings separation. It brings condemnation to bring the kingdom. Suddenly Jesus came right 
now and brought the kingdom of God that would leave all of those who were outside of the kingdom 
and who needed to repent, no opportunity to do so. So because God is kind, because God loves us, Jesus 
came to inaugurate the kingdom.

Why didn't Jesus just come and set up the kingdom and be done with it? Jesus came to inaugurate the 
kingdom in a way that gives us a glimpse of the eventual and inevitable reality of the kingdom of God, 
but in a way that gives people time to respond. So it is the kingdom coming that is the crucial issue. And 
us getting saved is a response to the fact that the kingdom is coming, God is going. God is in the process 
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of re-seizing creation. That is the central point and we need to get with the program. We are not the star 
of this show. The kingdom is coming whether we are ready or not. The kingdom is coming. The kingdom 
coming is the decisive event that we need to respond to. And there may be a long time between the 
inauguration of the kingdom and the fulfillment of the kingdom. But even this long time in between the 
inauguration and the fulfillment is God's grace and mercy giving us time to respond to the grace of God. 
Paul says it this way, imagine this that God, he wants to show, He wants to bring judgment, He wants to 
make his power known. He wants to continue reigning.

He wants it to be obvious. But what if God instead of just immediately ree control was very patient with 
the very objects that are going to be judged, the ones who have a destiny of destruction. Well, why 
would he do that? He did this to make his glory known to those people because they're the objects of 
his mercy and he has prepared us in advance for glory. And that is why God is waiting. So as many 
people as possible can become citizens of the kingdom of God. The 2000 year delay may cause us to 
think that the kingdom isn't really going to happen, but it will. That isn't slowness, that isn't. God forgot. 
This is God's mercy. Peter says it this way, Don't forget that the way we operate in time and consider 
time isn't the way that God operates in and considers time. God's not slow in keeping his promises.

So there's some way some people consider him to be slow. He's being patient because he doesn't want 
anyone to perish, but he wants everyone to come to repentance, but know this, He's coming and it's 
gonna take 2000 3014 years and then it's gonna be like a thief in the night. It's going to be in a blink of 
an eye, even though there's been this long gap. How do you step out of line of trying to get into, there's 
a cue of people trying to enter the kingdom of God at some level or another based on their own 
goodness. Maybe they wanna throw in some Jesus and mix in with it, but it's really about people saying, 
I'm in this line because I'm going to be good enough. I have to good enough, I have to do these things. 
And if I just can meet these standards, God has no choice but to let me in.

There are a whole bunch of people in that line and in the history of humanity, that line has been 
stretching a long, long way and not a single person has ever gotten into the kingdom of God that way. 
But you're gonna make it, but you are gonna be the one. Come on, you have to get out of that line. 
There is another line, the only line that actually leads to an entrance to the kingdom of heaven, which is 
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. And that is how it works. When we are born, we have this 
righteousness deficit, and as we live, the righteousness just grows worse. For all the attempts good stuff 
we try to do, we do so much bad stuff, but it doesn't, it's not a weight, it's not a scale. We can't be 
righteous enough to get into the kingdom of God based on our own efforts.

And so we step out of the righteousness that comes by behavior and we step into the righteousness that 
comes to faith in Jesus Christ. Now, faith isn't imagining and believing things that didn't really happen. 
And fantasy the faith part of it comes in when we look at the historical facts that this, that Jesus came to 
earth and that he taught what he taught. He lived what he lived. He died the death that he died. And 
then he was resurrected that by doing that it was Jesus coming to inaugurate the kingdom of God and to 
show you that there really was authority here because he had authority even over death. And when God 
raised Jesus from the dead, he proved that he was the ultimate authority in the universe. And Jesus 
raised from the dead means that he lives forever, eternally without the fear of death, He conquered 
death.

And when we say you have to have faith in Jesus, we believe that when we are attached to him by faith, 
his destiny becomes our destiny, which means we have an eternity free from death because the penalty 
of sin death has already been paid. And we attached to Jesus by faith have the same destiny, which is 
eternity with Jesus entrance into the kingdom of God. That is how we can say that our citizenship is in 
fact in heaven. And while we're here, we are eagerly awaiting our savior to come back and inaugurate 
the kingdom of God. You have that decision to make. I don't, I hope it's not blasphemous to say in this 



Page 10 of 11

instance you are kind of in control. God is kind of at your mercy. He wants you to be saved. He wants 
you to be a citizen of the kingdom of God, but he can't or he won't force you. His judgment about us will 
be based on our judgment of Jesus. This is not about us. When we make it about our behavior, we put 
ourselves in the center of the circle. We are not the center of the circle. We misunderstand the entire 
universe and the world. Jesus Christ is in the center of the universe.

Gordon Fee said it this way, "What is the main message of the Bible? It's not love. It's the kingdom of 
God. I think this is important that the gospel is not God loves you, although that is part of it and he does 
the gospel is Jesus is Lord over you, over your life, over the whole world. He is working in all things to 
make the world right. Are you interested in joining in?" Gordon Fee is now experiencing this kingdom of 
God and is uncomfortable it as it is for us to contemplate. We will one day be in a position where after 
we have passed from this, this earth, God is going to be forced to give us what we chose. Now he's 
gonna be forced to enforce our judgment about Jesus Christ. If judge, if Jesus Christ is not in our 
estimation the only way to enter the kingdom of God, we will not enter the kingdom of God.

But if we do put our faith in Jesus Christ, his righteousness, a righteousness that is greater than the 
righteousness of the most righteous people that can be, then we have a quality of righteousness that 
makes us citizens of the kingdom of God. That's the question that you have to ask. I want you to close 
your eyes for a second. I'm feeling particularly bold and I'm feeling particularly, particularly burdened by 
the fact that this reality is going to happen and we don't know who it's gonna happen to of us next. We 
don't know in this room one day when one of us isn't going to be here and we are facing the realities of 
eternity. We don't know which of us it's gonna be. We do know for certain it's going to be all of us. We 
don't know who's first in the queue. We are in a line we don't even know we're standing in. So because 
that's a reality, because that is going to happen and forget for a second it's going to happen to them 
because it's going to happen to you.

I would be remiss if I did not right now confront you with the choice and give you an opportunity to 
express that you recognize there is no entrance to the kingdom of God by your righteousness. It is 
hopeless. And instead you, the ability for you to become a citizen of the kingdom of God is to Jesus 
Christ. Everyone, keep your eyes closed. Have a personal minute for a second. Is there anybody who 
hearing it this way, seeing it in these stark terms, the way the Bible has laid it out, who this morning for 
the first time acknowledges they need to make that shift. If right now you realize, yeah, I, I guess I've 
been operating under the idea that I was gonna be good enough and I was gonna kind of presume on 
God's kindness for the last part there and that I was gonna get into heaven. But today you realize for the 
first time that that isn't how it works and you need to be saved through your faith in Jesus Christ. I want 
you to raise your hand, everybody else, keep your eyes closed. Is there anybody who is making that real 
realization at this moment?

How many of you by a show of your hands while you're keeping your eyes closed, have at some previous 
point in your life come to that moment? Now, look, if you raise your hand, that isn't going to save you. 
It's not gonna trick God in the thing. Oh, they're citizens of the kingdom. They held up their hand. But 
how many of you can say confidently that you have put your faith in Jesus Christ? Raise your hand if you 
haven't raised your hand. That means you are not sure. And if you are not sure you are still betting on 
yourself, you can put your hands down, Man, I like you. I love you. Do not bet on yourself for entry into 
the kingdom of God. I'm not saying it doesn't work. Jesus Christ, the king of the kingdom of God is saying 
it won't work. Don't test him.

God, thank you for this powerful, this sobering, this real and this ultimately hopeful truth. The kingdom 
of God's citizenship and the kingdom of God is right there for our grasp is right there for the taking. We 
need only take it. God disabuse us from the idea that we somehow determine by our righteousness, our 
status in the kingdom of heaven, and instead show us, convince us of the truth that our righteousness 
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comes through Jesus Christ and his righteousness, which we acquire by faith. And I don't want to get to 
the, I don't want to get to that day where I meet you in your kingdom, where it is, or when your 
kingdom comes down and finals things and look and not see some of the people in this room, God, God 
forbid it. Thank you for this revelation of the truth and I pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. Thank you for 
coming. If you have any questions about that, there is nothing more important that you have to do 
today than talk to me, talk to Pastor Adeline, talk to someone that you came with to church today. You 
gotta get this right. Okay, Do that for me please. It just occurred to me, you probably, you guys got all 
together over there and came up with that last few thousand dollars this morning, didn't you? This 
section right here, <laugh>,

I want the rest of you to remember one fundamental and yet important truth, as you go through the 
next bland, humorless six months of your existence. Don't forget as you go through your week that you 
have a GREAT GOD who is with you every step that you take. So LIVE LOVED. Thank you everyone.




