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Pastor Steve:

So yeah, as you can tell by my face, we made our elevator fundraising goal. Can't tell you how happy I 
am. So I, Thanks. I guess for that, we're gonna continue with our sermon series in a second here, but 
before we do I was told that Linda, has an announcement, something that she needs to share. So do 
you need to come up here for it or, Okay, can you step up or do you wanna do it from there? I don't 
know. What

Linda:

What would my physical therapist say?

Pastor Steve:

You got it right.

Pastor Steve:

So you hired here

Linda:

For, So I really enjoy Pastor Steve's jokes,

Pastor Steve:

<laugh>,

Linda:

And I told him so at Coffee Connect last week, and I told my husband Dennis over there that I was 
hoping that they'd hold the money until November 1st so that we could have these jokes. So anyways, 
Pastor Steve did say, well, he said maybe I could tell a joke for him,

Pastor Steve:

<laugh>.

Linda:

And I said, Well first I said, I suppose, which is the same thing I said to my husband when he proposed to 
me <laugh>. So I said, I'm not good at telling jokes. And he said, You are a nurse. Pretend you were in 
the maternity ward. It's all in the delivery Now, I did, I did tell my physical therapist speaking of physical 
therapy, I was gonna do this. And she says, Oh, I got a joke for you. You need to tell this joke. And she 
said to me, When is a joke? A dad joke? And I said, Oh, I heard that one. Steve told me that one last 
week when it's a parent. So she said, my physical therapist, they gotta report back to her and tell her 
how bad I was climbing the stair. She said, Well try this joke instead. She said, What did the daddy 
buffalo say to his son when he went off to college ? Bison

Pastor Steve:

Wow. Wow.

Pastor Steve:
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Yeah, that was,

Pastor Steve:

Oh

Pastor Steve:

Boy. Hey Linda, could you do one joke? No, but I'll do four <laugh>. There are loopholes around these 
things. People there are loopholes. So I am excited to be with you this morning. Are you happy to be 
here? Are you excited to be here? Woo. I'm really glad you're here. I am more grateful than we can say 
about the elevator. Things are moving along, we're dealing with city agencies and things, and so things 
never go as quickly as you hope they would. but you guys lifted your and admirably. So thank you very 
much for doing that. We do appreciate it. Yeah, please, that's absolutely, absolutely.

Pastor Steve:

Amen.

Pastor Steve:

We are in the fourth week of our Kingdom of God sermon series. Let me ask you a question, and this is a 
question for you to answer out loud. What do you think Jesus' favorite topic to talk about was? Kingdom 
of God. It was the kingdom of God. Jesus talked about the kingdom of God, dozens and dozens and 
dozens of times, and it's a subject that we don't know that much about. But over the last three weeks so 
far, we've been exploring what the kingdom of God is, what it means, where it is, when it happens, how 
it works. And we're gonna continue with this morning. We ended up defining the kingdom of God as 
being that place where Jesus is, where Jesus reigns and where Jesus is reigning. And there's the key 
distinction, an active reigning. The active asserting of the king's will. hat's what marks a kingdom. Not 
just being a king or in authority, in title only, but in actuality that there will be a time and a place where 
Jesus Christ will reign, where his reigning will be recognized universally. And then we will know that the 
kingdom of God has arrived. It'll be in full flower, but in order to start the process to inaugurate the 
kingdom of God. Jesus came 2000 years ago and taught about the kingdom of God and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. He also lived and died and was resurrected demonstrating the power of the kingdom of 
God. And all of that is important to us and all of it goes beyond us. It's more than just about our 
salvation. Jesus did come to die for us. Jesus did come because God so loved us, and yet Jesus's coming 
is so much more than that.

And when we make it revolve around us, when we become the center of the universe, when the most 
important part of Jesus is coming is about us, we miss the point that what Jesus came to do is to usher in 
the kingdom. He is going to reassert, recreate, re control everything that was created as it was meant to 
be. And the process of that started when Jesus came back and announced that the kingdom of God is at 
hand. And then for each of us, as we get saved, as we learn to come under the authority of the king, we 
learn to live our lives that way. We learn to adopt his values instead of what we think is right. We as 
individuals become more and more under the influence of kingdom of God, the world through us and 
through our community. As churches gets to see more and more of what the kingdom of God will look 
like, that's where we're So one day Jesus is going to come and set up an earthly kingdom of God, but in 
the meantime, he has inaugurated the process in you and in me and in all of those who know Jesus 
Christ as savior.
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So we've been looking at certain aspects of the kingdom of God, this most important subject. And one of 
the ideas that keeps coming up over and over again as you study the kingdom of God is that the 
kingdom of God is a paradox. The kingdom of God is different. In fact, the kingdom of God makes no 
sense when it's evaluated in earthly terms. A paradox is some statement that seems on its face 
absolutely illogical and I and impossible and yet is true. That's a paradox.

There's three paradoxes that I want to talk to you about this morning that are important for you and for 
me if we're gonna understand the paradox of the kingdom of God. And the first paradox that we 
absolutely need to be aware of if we're gonna understand the kingdom of God is that the paradox of 
victory through defeat. There is this paradoxical nature about the kingdom of God. In that victory; Jesus 
reigning Jesus reclaiming authority. Jesus recreating the world to the way it was supposed to be; Jesus 
making all things right and bringing all things under the act of authority of God. The victory is achieved 
through defeat. Life comes through death. This is a paradox. This is a paradox that gets set up all the 
way back in the Old Testament, in the Old Testament days, people were looking forward to the day 
when the Messiah would come.

Now they were looking forward to the same guy Jesus that we're looking back at. We have more 
information than they did. They were looking forward to the Messiah. And they said, and they wrote 
that that is gonna be called "The day of the Lord" when the Messiah comes, when God re-ntervenes in 
the world and sets things right, they call that the coming of the day of the Lord. And people expected a 
dramatic coming. They expected God's rule to end this age and begin the next one, the age of The day of 
the Lord. And this was going to be the day. And they saw the coming of a kingdom in military and 
political terms. If the world was gonna be made, right what other possible way mechanism could be 
used to get the world right then by military force or by political power. This was how it was done.

This is how the world works. If you want to instill a value in people, you have authority over them, you 
rule over them, you use power. And this is always the temptation. And this is always the temptation 
with God's people. And let me tell you when this happens to you, because it happens to me, it happens 
to me more and more every time we close in on an election is because I become convinced that if just 
the right people could get elected and the wrong people could get unelected, then everything would be 
okay. The system would be fixed and the world would be right. But the world isn't going to be made 
right by political power. The world isn't going to be right made even by military power. And we tend to 
think, Christians tend to think that the way to bring the kingdom of God into the world is that we ascend 
this worldly system.

We struggle our way to the top of political power and then we'll be able to impose political power down. 
Now we do what we wanna do it for their best possible reasons. We want the world to be like the 
kingdom of God, right? Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. How else are 
we gonna do that? But by electing the right people? And yet this was a problem all the way back in the 
Old Testament, they looked forward to an earthly king in the people of the Old Testament day, a 
thousand years, 1500 years before Jesus, they had a series of what were called judges. And in the Old 
Testament, you can find the story in the book of Judges, that wasn't a joke. <laugh>, where they were 
surrounded by these countries that had kings and they would be, these kings would launch invasions 
and there'd be wars and God would raise up a judge in that one part of the country and that judge 
would God would work powerfully through that judge, men and women of God who would proclaim the 
word, who would lead them into battle.

But then when they won, the judge kind of receded into the background until the next situation and 
then God would bring up a new judge. In other words, the people always had to be dependent on a 
judge. And the people got sick of this and decided they wanted a king. They wanted to be like every 
other world power around them. After all, how are we going to be able to assert ourselves over all these 



Page 4 of 10

other world powers unless we have a king? Well, they had a king, it was God, but they didn't wanna wait 
on that king. They couldn't see that king the way that their neighboring nation,s saw their kings and 
were led by their kings. And so they rebuked God, they rejected God in order to have a series of earthly 
kings. And the country went on a spiral downward because they wanted to be powerful, but they 
wanted to do it in the way of the world.

And this is what we get tempted to do. We want authority. We wanna assert our social standing. We 
want a political advantage. In other words, we've been trained to understand that victory comes 
through victory. Winning comes through winning. Power is achieved by grabbing power. When Jesus 
came to earth and he was talking about the kingdom of God, the people who were inclined to believe in 
Jesus also assumed the most logical option was setting him up as king. But it never occurred to them to 
ask whether or not Jesus meant the same thing by kingdom of God than they did. So when they came to 
Jesus to make him king, he rejected them. He rejected the idea of bringing earthly an earthly kingdom. 
Jesus never defined for them what kingdom meant. And their reaction showed that when they heard 
kingdom, they heard political power, political might freedom from that which oppresses us.

And when they realized that that was not what Jesus was doing, that Jesus had no intention of doing 
that, that Jesus started talking about love and sacrifice and suffering, they abandoned him. They did not 
have a category of victory through defeat, strength through weakness, life through death. Jesus comes 
and Jesus says that the coming of the kingdom, the coming of God's effective rule is going to come 
through suffering and sacrifice. And they decided that this paradox was not the way to us and one age 
and us usher in another. But the way the kingdom of God works, it has to be this way. The spiritual 
kingdom couldn't come without Jesus. Where is the kingdom? It's where the king exerts his authority. 
Jesus has to be here. The kingdom can't come without Jesus. And yet it couldn't achieve power and 
victory without overcoming death. Who after all is humanity's ultimate enemy?

What puts an end to all political power? All political might all wealth, all influence? Death. Death is the 
enemy. And it was only by subjecting himself to the full power of sin and death that Jesus could make 
any claim to have the powers to overcome sin and death. And the power was demonstrated in the 
resurrection. Yes. But can you have a resurrection without death? No. You have to have death in order 
to have life. This is the paradox. And this escaped most of the people that were around Jesus. Victory 
through defeat. Death brings life. I wanna show you this from scripture because if we are going to 
operate in the kingdom of God, and we talked last time about what it takes to become a subject of the 
kingdom of God, if we're gonna operate in the kingdom of God, we have to understand that the 
kingdom of God from the outset did everything in this paradoxical, reverse, upside-down sort of manner 
that does not make sense.

In fact, it's moronic if you evaluate it by the standards that we usually evaluate things by. Paul wrote, I'm 
gonna show you, share with you now several Bible verses and I encourage you to write these down. Put 
a note in your phone and go back and look at these when you can spend more time with them. Paul was 
arguing with people about the resurrection and why it was important that Jesus be resurrected, that 
Jesus go through death. And he said, if the dead are not raised, people were saying then like people say 
today, the idea of someone being raised from the dead is ludicrous. People think that people 2,000 
years ago didn't know the difference between life and death and think that people who believed that 
someone had come back from the dead. Oh yeah. Well sure. 2,000 years ago people were gullible. No. 
2,000 years ago people were arguing resurrection, life after death we know better.

This is stupid. And so Paul wrote, think about it this way, If the dead are not raised, then Christ hasn't 
been raised either. And if Christ hasn't been raised, your faith in Jesus Christ to overcome sin and death, 
to restore the world as it was meant to, to bring the kingdom of God, your faith is futile. You are still in 
your sins. And if that's true, then those who have already away in Christ, they've died with their faith in 
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Jesus Christ, those people would be lost. Because if in this life we have hope in Christ only, we are the 
most miserable people in the world. We are to be most pitied. We are most deceived if we think that 
Jesus Christ is good for us only in this life and no more, we are the most deceived people in the world. 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.

And it wasn't just an incident, an isolated incident for him. He was the first one. He was the trailblazer. 
He was the pioneer of all of those who died in faith. And this is the way the world works. Death came 
through a man. Death came through Adam. Death came through sin. And because of what Adam did in 
Adam's choice is the whole, all of humanity is contaminated with sin and it spreads and all of us come 
under the influence of death. But if death can come through the actions of one man, then the 
resurrection of the dead can also come through the actions of one man. Think about it. What's so 
illogical about this? If we all are subject to death because of Adam, doesn't it make sense that we can all 
be subject to being made alive in Christ?

It has to be this way. In Colossians, Paul puts it slightly differently. Once you were alienated from God 
and you were enemies with God because of your evil behavior, but now he has reconciled you how? 
Through Jesus's teaching? Through kind words? Through acts of kindness to each other? No. You have 
been reconciled by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight without blemish 
and free from accusation. If we want to make Christianity more palatable, more believable, more 
realistic to people, and so we say, "Hey, let's kind of ixna on the esurrection-ray and let's keep it about 
logic and love and all of these things". If we gut the gospel of Jesus Christ, of the very thing that makes 
it worth following, we are making a tragic mistake. There is no gospel without the actual physical 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Amen. In Ephesians, it says it like this, But now in Christ Jesus, those of you who were once far away 
have been brought near by the actual physical suffering of Jesus Christ because he is the one who made 
peace for us. He has made us all groups into one and he's destroyed anything that divides us by setting 
aside the flesh of the law. We talked last week about trying to enter the kingdom of heaven through 
rules and regulations and commandments. Jesus destroyed that. Instead, he made peace for us in his 
body reconciling all of us to God. How did he reconcile all of us to God? Through the cross by which he 
put to death their hostility. Death dies on the cross. That's a paradox. And yet it's the foundational 
paradox of our faith so that Paul can write. At the end of one Corinthians, death has been swallowed up 
in victory. Jesus destroyed death, but he did it as an inside job. He went into death to destroy death. So 
as the Old Testament said in Isaiah and Hosea, when the Messiah comes, when The Day of the Lord hits, 
we'll be able to say, Hey death. What's the big deal about you? Where's your victory?

Doesn't really hurt death. In fact, all you are is a corridor to the victory of life. The sting of death is sin 
and the power of sin is the law. We talked about this last week. The law is a mirror that shows you 
what's wrong, but it doesn't provide you with a washcloth or soap or water. You can stand there and 
stare into the law all you want. It doesn't help you get clean. All it does is show you where you're dirty. 
And so the law, the rules, the regulation, all that shows you is your sin. And the power of sin gets its 
power from that law. But God gave us the victory over sin and the death and the law through Jesus 
Christ. You can't have the resurrection unless you have death. You can't have victory over death unless 
you go through death. Jesus going through death was the only way that we can go through death to 
eternal life.

This seems like a paradox, but it simply has to be true. We remember, we commemorate this essential 
paradox, victory through death. When we observe communion. The first week of every month, our 
church celebrates communion. We don't do it because we do it as a ritual that can save you. We don't 
do it so that if you eat this you know unpeel the plastic and you take out this cracker and that that 
action is gonna save you. That's not what we do. But we do remember this paradox that it's only 
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through the crushing of Jesus's body, the way a cracker is crushed between your teeth. It's only through 
the spilling of blood, the way the blood pour, the way juice pours out. It's only through these things, 
through these awful things that something wonderful happened It's only through defeat that victory 
happens. It's only through death that we have life.

A paradox. Yeah. The basis of our hope? Absolutely something worth commemorating. It is. And so 
we're gonna do that right now. The some ushers are gonna come. Steve and Carrie and Karen and Derek 
are gonna walk through and I wanna give you a second. We're gonna go on in case it look like there was 
a couple of you had a glimmer of hope that was the end of the sermon. No, no, no. But I want give you a 
minute to contemplate this. Take the cup, hold on to it while everyone else is being served. And while 
you're waiting for everyone to be served, I want you to think about this paradox of victory through 
death and then we'll all share it together.

In the early days of Christianity, one of the charges that was leveled against Christianity, one of the 
reasons the government was told, Hey, you gotta come down on this group because this group is 
dangerous, was the rumor got out that these early Christians and Christian right is just kind of a 
pejorative name. It means "little Christs" people that was a name that they used to make fun of our 
group. These little Christs, you know what they're doing? They're cannibals. That was the accusation. 
They get together every week and they eat flesh and they drink blood. The world could not get over the 
physical idea that the eating of bread as flesh and the drinking of wine as blood was pointing to 
something spiritual, something metaphysical. And so the church was accused of cannibalism because 
they were sharing bread that represented flesh and wine that represented juice. We have to get outside 
of that mindset that this is a physical kingdom that Jesus was trying to win. It isn't. It wasn't. It was 
never what was on Jesus' mind. And so since that was never what was on Jesus' mind, we can't really 
expect him to go pursuing the spiritual, spiritual kingdom the way that one would pursue a physical 
kingdom. Physical kingdom might come through, might and power and victory. But a spiritual kingdom 
comes through suffering and sacrifice and death.

And it's that paradox that we keep in front of us once a month when we peel back the plastic on this 
cracker, we hold it in our hands and remember it. We feel it and we think and we say together what 
Jesus said to his disciples right before he was going to be crucified, he was gonna put this paradox into 
practice. This is my body broken for you. Let's eat together. And in the same way, to reinforce this 
paradox, Jesus used wine to represent blood and he said, This is the blood of a new covenant. This is 
paradoxical. This is gonna be a new way that we are gonna usher in kingdom, not through victory but 
through defeat. And he said, As often as you drink this drink and remembrance of me, let's drink 
together. You can just put your cups on the ground. We're gonna keep going with the service and 
someone will come and pick those up.

Communion what we observe, there is not some standalone ritual that one of the boxes that you need 
to check in order to get saved. It is an embodiment, is an expression of this paradox that victory has to 
come through defeat, life has to come through death. That's paradox, number one. I wanna give you 
two more. The second one is the paradox of the parables. And we've talked to at some length about the 
parables. Jesus taught a lot in parables and a lot of times when he was talking about the kingdom of 
God, he talked in parables. Parables are stories that are meant to illustrate spiritual truths, but the 
stories involve physical earthly characters that you can relate to. And through those, Jesus tries to let 
you in on some truths about the spiritual world. And Jesus taught about the kingdom of God in these 
parables.

And he intended in many cases for these parables to be a little confusing. He meant them and he says 
that he meant them in order to confuse some people. One day Jesus told a parable about a farmer who 
sew seed and some of the seed grew and some of the seed didn't. And afterwards the disciples asked 
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him, Why do you speak in parables? And Jesus said, The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to 
you. But to those that are out on the outside, everything is said in parables. Why? So that they may be 
ever seeing but never perceived. The truth can be right in front of them, but it will make no sense to 
them. They will be ever hearing but never understanding the sound will hit them. But because they're 
operating on this earthly system, recognition of an earthly system, they'll never get it and otherwise 
they might turn and be forgiven.

The paradox is that Jesus taught about the kingdom of God in parables that were meant to be not 
understood by some people. There was a mystery about the kingdom of God and Jesus wanted it that 
way. As a teacher, you'd usually do everything you can to make yourself understood by as many people 
as possible. But Jesus had a different goal. He wanted to instruct those who wanted to learn and leave 
in further ignorance, those who didn't. Now there are lots of parables. There are, depending on how you 
count on 7, 8, 9 parables about the kingdom of God. There are dozens of parables in scripture that Jesus 
uses to teach. And I'm hoping that you go through your scriptures and devotions and you read some, 
and I wanna give this as a little bit of an aside, but probably the most useful thing you'll get outta the 
sermon today is I want to understand, I want you to understand how to understand a parable.

Jesus said, I want those who don't wanna see to still be blind, but those who see will understand and we 
want to see, right? So let me give you three rules for interpreting, understanding a parable, and then 
we'll jump back into our paradoxes. Here's number one is context. Why did Jesus tell this parable? To 
figure out what he means, We have to ask ourselves what question he was responding to. What were 
people talking about? Sometimes Jesus would be responding to a question that people asked him, such 
as in Luke 10, for example, a guy asked Jesus, How do I get eternal life? Jesus says, Well, what does the 
Old Testament say about that? The guy says, Well, the Old Testament says, Love your love God and love 
your neighbor. Jesus says, You've got it. Then the man says, Well, who's my neighbor? There's gotta be 
some rules here.

There's gotta be some limits on what's expected of me, who's my neighbor? And so Jesus tells the story 
of the good Samaritan. We're familiar with that story, right? Yes. So you can assume that Jesus tells that 
story in response to the question, Who is my neighbor? So when you're looking for, "What does this 
parable mean?" make sure that you take into consideration the fact that Jesus is answering a question, 
"Who is my neighbor? "He's trying to show who is your neighbor. Other times Jesus is teaching on a 
particular subject and decides to use a parable, In a second we're gonna look at a couple, at least one 
parable. Yeah, probably just one parable that Jesus introduces it with. The kingdom of heaven is like, 
okay, whatever story he goes on to tell. It's not for us to just draw any conclusions and meanings we 
want from it.

We know that it has to do with, it's telling us about the way the kingdom of God works, the way the 
kingdom of God operates. So number one, look for the context. Why is Jesus telling the story? What is 
he responding to? Two, look at the rule of end stress. Sometimes Jesus explains parables at the end like 
he did with the seed and the sower. Sometimes he wraps it up with a moral. Jesus often saves the most 
meaningful part till the end. And I'm gonna show you an example in a second right after we get clue 
number three. And this is where you can thank me because this part was a whole sermon in itself and 
I've decided to give you the one paragraph summary. Instead, the last step in understanding the 
parables is recognizing their structure. If a parable has a bunch of main characters, then you're gonna 
wanna look for one main point from each main character.

And if a parable, since a parable is told to explain something else, each of those characters is going to 
correspond with something else. So if there's a man in the story and he has two sons, how many 
characters do you have? Three. There is gonna be a moral a point, a teaching point on each of those 
things. And each of those characters stands for something 'cuz it's a parable that's meant to explain. So 
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there is a father, there is a king, there is an employer. It's a good bet. We're talking about God and we're 
gonna find some conclusion that sounds like this just as. So also say it just as so also just as the king 
behaves in a certain way. So also God is going to behave in a certain way. Just like the son's response 
shows that he blah, blah, blah. So also the person's response to God shows that he blah, blah, blah, 
whatever it is.

Like I said, we're gonna get into one here in a second. Just as/so also that's what you wanna look at in 
Luke chapter 15. You can pull it on your phone or we have it up here if you want to, but let's practice it 
then. Jesus told them a parable. Suppose one of you has a hundred lost sheep and loses, one has a 
hundred sheep, excuse me, and loses one. Doesn't that shepherd leave the 99 in the open country and 
go after the lost sheep until he finds it. And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and 
goes home and he calls his friends and his neighbors together and says, Rejoice with me. I have found 
my lost sheep. I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than 99 righteous persons who do not need to repent.

Let's go through our steps. What's the context? It says in verse four, Jesus told a parable. Well, why did 
Jesus tell that parable? Scan up a couple verses and in verse one, you'll see this, the tax collectors and 
sinners were all gathering around Jesus, but the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, they were 
muttering among themselves. This man welcomes and eats with sinners. Then Jesus told them a parable 
about the kingdom of God. So why did Jesus tell the parable? What's the context? Because people were 
complaining that Jesus was hanging around with the wrong crowd. There's something about why Jesus 
hangs around with the wrong crowd that is true of the kingdom of heaven that explains some aspect of 
the kingdom of heaven. It's in response to this accusation that he's hanging around with the wrong 
people that he tells this parable. So whatever the point of the parable is, it better have something to do 
with that clue.

Number two, end stress. I tell you, Jesus goes on to say in the same way, there will be more, or I would 
say just as there's more rejoicing in one heaven when a sinner repents than over 99 persons. Just as a 
shepherd would rejoice over the one loss sheep more than the 99 that were already safe, so also in the 
kingdom of God, we rejoice over one lost sinner who's brought home more than 99 people who don't 
need to be brought home. just as/so also there's a value. The kingdom of God goes after the lost, the 
least, the lowest. That's important in the kingdom of God. The third thing, the structure. There's three 
characters in this. There's a triad, right? There's a guy who loses sheep, there's lost sheep and there's 
found sheep, right? There's one lost sheep, there's a bunch of sheep that didn't get lost. And there's one 
guy who's in charge of 'em, all three characters. So this parable that has heavenly truths is gonna make 
three points. The shepherd who lost the sheep is God. The lost sheep represents those who have 
wandered away from God, in this case the sinners and the tax collectors. That's why Jesus started telling 
the parable. Remember c'uz he was accused of hanging out sinners and tax collectors. This is why I'm 
hanging around with them because in the kingdom of God, we go after the one just like you do when 
you lose a sheep.

And the sheep that aren't lost are the religious people who don't think they need anything. And so now 
we make our just as/so alsos, just as the shepherd goes out to look for the lost sheep, so also, Jesus 
searches for lost sinners. That's the way the kingdom of God works. Just as the lost sheep being found 
results in great joy and celebration, so the recovery of a lost sinner is a cause for joy. You shouldn't be 
complaining that I'm hanging around with all of these lost sheep. You're operating by a worldly system 
in the system of the kingdom of God. We celebrate this. And just as the fact that most of the sheep 
aren't lost doesn't mean the one lost sheep isn't important. So also the presence of these unquote non-
law people doesn't mean Jesus is gonna stop looking for sinners. Why did Jesus spend so much, so much 
of his time on earth with sinners and losers and liars and less thans because he was going to be spending 
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eternity with us and he was trying to get used to our company. He ate and drank with the drags of 
society on earth because that's who he's gonna be surrounded with in heaven. The lost matter to God, 
the people who think they deserve it, the people who think they would be the first in line don't 
understand that and they criticize Jesus for it. And that brings us to the last paradox I want to alert us to. 
And that's the paradox of the population. The citizens of the kingdom of God are not the people that any 
of us would guess they are.

The third mystery of the kingdom is that the people in the kingdom are not the ones that you would 
expect. I love it when I can just let scripture speak for itself. And First Corinthians one, Paul says this, The 
message of the cross, people saying that the believing in the cross and everything that entails, right? A 
savior, a God coming down, a God that dies on a cross, someone who gets resurrected, that's all 
foolishness. That's all silliness, right? They thought so a lot of people thought. So 2,000 years ago, the 
message of the cross is foolishness to people who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it's the 
power of God. God said, I am going to destroy the wisdom of the wise, the intelligence of the inteligent I 
will frustrate. Paul goes on to say, where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law?

Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world since the 
wisdom for since in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom, did not know God. People stood 
there and looked at Jesus Christ and listened to him talk and heard his stories and his deep, deep and 
divine insights into human nature and looked at him and thought he was a raving lunatic, thought he 
was an idiot, thought he made no sense. They looked directly into the wisdom of God and saw 
something that they didn't make sense to them. And that's the way the world works. When you're 
looking just through worldly, earthly, fleshly-colored glasses, that's all you see. You don't recognize the 
spiritual because that's the way it works. God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. Some people, they want signs.

Well, I'll believe if you show me this, some people look for I need a logical, ordinary, something that 
makes sense in the world system that I can put my faith in. But we preach Christ crucified to people who 
want signs and evidences. This trips them up. And to other people who think that they're so smart, it 
sounds like absolute foolishness. But to those that God has called no matter where they come from, 
Christ is the power of God. Christ is the wisdom of God. Christ is the sign. The foolishness of God is wiser 
than human wisdom and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

In Luke, it says this, People will come from all over and they will take their places in the feast of God, in 
the feast of the kingdom of God. Because those who are last will be made first and those who are first 
will be made last. There is a paradoxical nature of the kingdom of God that those who think they 
deserve it and who by all outward appearances would deserve it, don't get in because they don't think 
they need it. They're not lost. They don't see themselves as lost. So they never feel the comfort of being 
picked up in the savior's arms and put on his shoulders and carried into the kingdom of God. And they 
stand over there complaining about, "Look at that idiot who got lost. That stupid sheep." That stupid 
sheep that gets to be with the shepherd.

That is who we are and that is how God intended it to work. The kingdom of God is a paradox. Up is 
down. Everything operates in reverse order. The last will be first, we like to at least believe that the 
world operates on meritocracy. If you deserve it, you will get it. The kingdom of God does not operate 
on meritocracy. Well, in a way it does. It operates on the merit of Jesus Christ. But for those of us, it has 
nothing to do with what we deserve and what we earn, how good we are, how we rank compared to the 
person next to us. It's simply about Jesus Christ coming and finding us because he loves us. It's simply 
about the lost. The mystery is that this victor goes through defeat. The servant suffers. The mystery is 
that the small inauspicious beginning of the kingdom of God that looked like nothing much when Jesus 
came, will actually develop the good news of the kingdom of God is the breaking of the power of evil. 
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The acceptance of sinners, giving life to the dead through dying. The kingdom of God turns everything 
upside down.

Close your eyes with me as we finish, would you? Because I want, the paradox is this thing that scripture 
calls foolishness makes absolute sense. What doesn't make sense is thinking that we're going to impress 
God by our behavior so much that he's going to let us in to heaven, that we're gonna be able to join the 
kingdom of God on the basis of our behavior. I can't impress God that much. I couldn't even impress you 
that much. If I tried system, that would seem to make sense. Everybody behaves well, there's a cutoff 
line. Everyone does the best they can. There's a cutoff line. Everyone who's above the line gets in to 
become the kingdom of God. And those who are way below, don't; those who are close, eh, God will 
give 'em a break. That makes sense to us.

The only problem, the real problem is that doesn't make sense to God. That's not the way the kingdom 
of God operates. We have to stop thinking that the kingdom of God operates the way the kingdom of 
the world operates and realize that the kingdom of God operates by a different value system and the 
value system of the kingdom of God, it isn't about your goodness, your merit, how many religious rituals 
you go through. It is about your faith in the Savior who comes to rescue the lost just as the shepherd so 
passionate about every one of his sheep that he went after, the one that was lost. So also, God loves you 
so much that Jesus Christ came for you to bring you into the kingdom of God.

God, thank you for this message and for this word. Thank you for the kingdom of God, for the truth that 
we rely on, for the fact that it is already here, even as we wait for it to come in full. The fact that we now 
through faith in Jesus Christ can be citizens of your kingdom, is a joy that we don't deserve. And yet us 
deserving has really nothing to do with it. Never did. Thank you for loving us that much. I pray this in 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Thank you all for coming. A couple things that we just wanna keep in front of you. Again, thank you for 
the lift goal the lift we've made that goal. You'll see as it gets closer, we'll be letting you know how that's 
working. We also want you to know that we are having we're giving you this notice way in advance 
because this week I heard some Christmas carols on the radio and it should be illegal, but it isn't. So we 
are gonna be doing something different on Christmas. We are gonna be having a combined service with 
Zion, the Spanish-speaking church that meets here. But we're having a different service time and we're 
gonna have to talk about this every week because someone's gonna forget. They meet at one o'clock in 
the afternoon. And from what I understand, this is what I've been told by the staff of their church. 
Christmas Eve in their culture is a stay up late kind of night and they don't wanna get up all, and I don't 
wanna be here by 10 o'clock in the morning. They just can't do it. But they'd be willing to meet at 11. 
And we're like, Well, I could use to sleep in a little bit. That was nice this morning, right? We sleep in a 
little, but we'll still get done with church in time to have a full Christmas day.

So Christmas is on Sunday this year we're gonna meet as a church. It's gonna be a combined service. You 
know how much fun those are, but it's gonna be at 11 o'clock. Let me ask you a question unrelated to 
anything I just said. What time is our Christmas service gonna be? All right? Don't forget to check our 
eBulletin and the news that we send out from week to week. It keeps you Aris of all this stuff, and you'll 
have all of that stuff in front of you. But if there's one thing that you keep in mind as you go through 
your week, remember it is that we have a GREAT GOD and he's with us every step that we take, so as 
citizens of the kingdom of God, we can LIVE LOVED Thanks for coming. Have a great week.


