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Pastor Steve:

We got a lot to go through today. We have a lot to cover, but before we do, I'm told that Rachael has 
something that she needs to say today. So, Rachel, come on up.

Rachael:

We didn't read the fine print <laugh>.

Pastor Steve:

Good morning. I'm Rachael and I'm normally known during the week as Miss R. because I'm a second-
grade teacher at a Christ-centered school. And uh, if you know me, I grew up in the church. I was the 
first infant of the church. Um, so I grew up through the programs, currently working on the media team 
and volunteering with the board of directors and on the connect team. So we have a lot of Christmas 
events coming up that we've been telling you about and we have to make one change because we have 
to cancel our Christmas luau. Someone stole the limbo bar. I know, I know. I mean, seriously, how low 
can you go?

Pastor Steve:

See that Linda? One joke, get up, go back down <laugh>. That's the end of it. Nicely done Rachael. Nicely 
done. I have. So here is the thing. I'm gonna start out with an apology and this is a sincere apology. I 
wish I was better at this. I really do because what we have today, even what we carry over from last 
week, um, is really one sermon. And if I had my way, I would, we would be here for an hour and I would 
give you all of this at one time, but I, and I'm sorry that I'm just not interesting enough to do that. So 
we're gonna break this up, but I wanna, but I want you to keep in mind that this is a couple, you guys 
seem like you're waiting for a joke. There's no joke that like this is really good, but this is gonna, it really 
depends a little bit on what we said last week and a lot on what we're gonna say next week.

And so I wanna call your attention to something that I really do think will be helpful when we have a 
subject like this in particular, and it's one subject, but we separate it by 168 hours in between. It's easy 
to forget where we've been and what we've been talking about. So we've been working on something 
new, uh, on our website, which would allow you to go back. Now you guys know right, that we have 
sermons online, right? You hopefully you know that and if, if you don't, you should. But we have just 
started now with the last couple series. We actually have transcripts of the sermons available online. 
Sometimes when you're out and you can't, you, you maybe would wanna read something but you can't 
necessarily listen to something cuz there's people around. We have transcripts of these sermons and I 
really hope that you'll go back and check in with them. Sometimes we miss that you miss a week or you 
just forget what happened before, you know, in the week previous. So literally I wanna show you how 
you can do this. Cause I do think it's important. So, um, if you go to our website, right, just to make it, so 
if you go to our website, you'll see on the top there's a bunch of words there. You scan over to where it 
says watch, you click on watch and then it'll give you a dropdown by. So it's a Kingdom of God series. 
Before that was the Hard Parts series, right? So you just go on the kingdom of God, you find the sermon 
that you're looking for, you click on it and you can have the transcript of it and so that you can read 'em 
to refresh yourself with what the, the truths that we've been going over during the week.

So I hope that you will take advantage of that because it saves us obviously have to spend 20 minutes 
reviewing every, uh, every time we get started, but also just keeps it fresh in our mind as we go on. 
We've been talking about the kingdom of God, all the different aspects of the kingdom of God. And this 
is our depiction of what it was like when Jesus introduces, when Jesus brings the kingdom of God, he 
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inaugurated the kingdom of God but he didn't bring it in its fullness. So Jesus came and said he was 
bringing the kingdom of God but he brought it in a place and it's in the hearts of, its of believers and 
eventually the kingdom of God is going to be that place where God rules the world. It's going to be a 
time, it's going to be a place, but for now the kingdom of God has been started, but it hasn't been 
brought to full, full fruition.

But the kingdom of God, when you have a kingdom, you need several things, right? You need citizens. 
We talked about how to be a citizen of the kingdom of God and you need a realm in which you rule. And 
for the last couple weeks what we've been talking about is that you have to have a king. In order to have 
a kingdom, there needs to be a king. And we've been dwelling on this idea of the attempt by the world 
at large to have the values of the kingdom but without the king. We talked about that at length last 
week. And so if you weren't here for that, I really would encourage you to go back and read that or 
listen to it. But I said that last week, we're designed to have a God in the center and when we try to 
operate without God in the center, we are working against our design.

We use the analogy of that swing ride at the carnival, right? As long as everyone is properly connected 
to the center hub, the center hub is determining the direction and the speed and the course that we go, 
then everyone because they are connected to the hub is safe. But not only are they safe, they are also 
safe from each other because if everyone was directing their own chair at their own speed, charting 
their own course, their own height, they'd be running into each other. So being rightly connected to our 
designer, our creator, God not only makes us right with him, it makes us right with each other. And so 
when we try to have a kingdom without the king, we are arguing against, we are working against our 
design and we are naturally causing division. It's just naturally gonna result. And the third thing I started 
to talk about is that it's derivative.

And I want to try to unpack that a little more this week. And then next week we're really gonna be 
talking about what the values of the kingdom of God are and how we should live them. So what does it 
mean to be derivative? Kellye and I were traveling a couple years ago and I needed to buy some 
sunglasses. Um, and we went into this little store and in, this was in Iceland, we went into this little store 
and I found a great pair of Ray Ban sunglasses. Ray ban sunglasses are a couple hundred bucks, these 
like $40. And it wasn't until a few days later that I realized when the glasses were already scratched up 
and that they were all bent, that what I had actually bought was a pair of Roy Bons

Rachael:

<laugh>.

Pastor Steve:

I hadn't actually underpaid for Raybans, I had overpaid for Roy bons and it looked good at first they 
looked close to the real thing, close enough that even a savvy shopper like myself was fooled and they 
were much less expensive. I thought I had got a good deal. But actually when you think you're getting 
Ray bans and you get Roy bons, what you've got is a cheap imitation. Knockoff. It's derivative, it's not as 
good as the original, it isn't in any way connected to the original and eventually you find out it's inferior 
to the original. They were a lesser version. I thought I got a deal that I had short-circuited the process. 
But cheap usually just means cheap. When I say the values of the kingdom of God without having the 
king of the kingdom are derivative. I mean the same thing, the values, and I'm gonna identify those in 
just a second.

The values might look the same, but they aren't because they're not from God. They're not the original, 
they're not from the original manufacturer of kingdom values. They are cheaper versions. And it might 
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seem easier, it might seem better, but in the end it's just cheaper. So let's talk about the values of the 
kingdom of God. And the first way that I want to uh, bring this up is that the, the, the first way, the way 
the world lives. Now because we live in a world that wants to pursue the values of the kingdom of God, 
some of us, we probably find that a little, you might not buy into that right away. You might think that 
this world wants to be completely anti-God and completely against. I don't think that's what it is. I think 
the problem is we're trying to live in a world that wants the values of the kingdom of God without the 
king of the kingdom of God.

And that's why we are living in a derivative time of the values of the kingdom of God. They want to copy 
the design that the king has made, but they don't wanna go through the expense of connecting with the 
king. When we think of the values of the kingdom of God, it's very similar to what we would think of 
when we think of the values of the world. What are the values of the kingdom of God? Things like 
fairness, compassion, grace, justice, mercy, dignity, equality. These are values of the kingdom of God. 
And these are probably some of the ones that come to mind. But aren't these just the normal values 
that plenty of people who want nothing to do with God or Jesus Christ have always shared? If you talk 
to people and said, I want as a Christian, as a citizen of the kingdom of God, I want compassion, I want 
mercy, I want justice, I want equality. I want dignity for all people. They would be with you, wouldn't 
they? They share those values, but they don't share the king of those values. And that's the problem. 
And that's what I want to talk about.

We think that these values, fairness, justice, compassion, that these have always been the values of the 
world. This has always been what people have decided was right, but it isn't historically speaking, the 
church in the name of Christ has introduced all these kinds of institutional kingdom kindnesses that now 
we think of as normal, but actually are only the result of the church working out the ethics of Christ in 
the world, the church working out the ethics of Christ, the values of the kingdom of God in the world. 
The fact that we are even talking as, as a people, not as a church, but as a world, the fact that we even 
talk with an assumed understanding about concepts like concepts like compassion and justice and 
equality and fairness and mercy and dignity.

The reason that that's part of the vocabulary, the reason that we can all share those values, values is 
because Jesus brought these with the kingdom of God. And the church living out those values, has 
inoculated the world in the same way that Christ has brought the kingdom of God. Not too long ago, uh, 
I'm sorry, not too long ago I read a book by this historian named Tom Holland. He's a, at least he was 
when he wrote the book and agnostic, he's not a believer and his point in this book that the, is that the 
social categories not a Christian. And his point is as a historian that the social categories, the value 
categories that we just talked about that we take for granted we're almost entirely foreign to the pre-
Christian pre church world. And this morning before we get into specifically the values of the kingdom of 
God as far as scripture talks about them and how we pursue them, I wanna make this case because this 
is hard to believe.

We think people have always been for equality. We think people have always been for niceness. We 
think people have always been for fairness and justice and mercy and this historian documents that set 
that simply isn't the case. Human rights are not the inevitable evolution of mankind, they're just not. It 
was the revolution of the cross carried on by the church that slowly introduced these kingdom values to 
societies until the that started to become the language of the world as hard for as it is for us to imagine. 
Imagine sentiments like you can't treat people that way or that's not fair. These were not the way the 
world worked. These were brought with the kingdom of God. Without the kingdom of God, without 
being connected to the king. These values simply do not exist in society. It was simply accepted in the 
world that might made right.



Page 4 of 8

People in authority didn't even have to consider squaring their own actions with the gods, just the 
opposite. They thought the fact that they were in power proved to them that they were gods or at least 
that they had the approval of the gods on their side. Those in power, you think people abuse power 
now, people in power simply took what they wanted, whether that was property or whether it was 
people and the people in power didn't make much distinction between property and people. It went 
without saying. No one would've doubted for a second that the life of the emperor was worth more 
than the life of a hundred ordinary humans. If Alexander the Great were standing in this room and 
someone said, listen, we need to either kill Alexander the Great or kill all of the people in this room, the 
overwhelming unanimous consensus of the people of Alexander's day would be, of course kill all of us. 
The king needs to be preserved. His life is far more valuable than any mere human beings.

Humility was not considered a virtue. Humility was a weakness. Honor was found in revenge, not in 
forgiveness. Sacrifice was the cost that the other guy paid for not being as powerful as you. Seeing 
beyond someone's ethnicity was unheard of. Equal rights for minorities and women. They weren't a 
thing that was done poorly or imperfectly like now, they weren't done at all. They were simply chattel, 
simply products, simply property. Unwanted babies were left on the sides of the road to be scooped up 
by whoever wanted to use them as slaves or raise them for forced labor or sexual victimization. It's not. 
And it's not that those things happened that is alarming. What's alarming is no one thought it should be 
otherwise. This is just the way the world is. The strong because they are strong felt they had the right to 
trample on the weak and the weak agreed might was the proof of right.

This was the unquestioned way of the world in some small pockets of the world, even today, it still is 
might made right and might was shown most of all by the power to kill. The power to kill was most 
cruelly displayed in crucifixion. Crucifixion was invented it seems by the Persians, but it was perfected by 
the Romans. And crucifixion became the ultimate public display of power and authority. Public 
executions and bodies of those people that the Roman government found guilty lined the roads and the 
trade routes. The way that Brian Urlacher signs line 90. And every one was a statement, we have power, 
we are in charge. You are not. We are powerful and you are weak. We are in control. The Caesars and 
the emperors of the world saw themselves as gods and the proof of it was their power of life over 
death. That was the way the world worked.

Then a king came a servant king, a king who preached meekness, a king who measured greatness, not by 
conquering but by compassion. A king that instead of inflicting punishment absorbed it, Jesus stooped to 
conquer greatness, which was always defined by power, represented by the power to crucify. And yet 
Jesus championed patience and sacrifice and suffering as a replacement to sheer authority. And now 
these became the values to be grasped. These were the values of the kingdom of God. And these were 
in complete contradiction to the values of the world. Now all of a sudden with the coming of Jesus and 
the kingdom of God, what had available only to the wealthy and powerful things like fairness, justice 
worth, importance, dignity, this was now because of the kingdom of God values that Jesus brought 
available to everyone, the idea started to creep in the world that every life has value, not just the life of 
nobility. And in this new set of kingdom values, the first will be last and the last will be first. The 
foolishness of the gospel conquers, weakness wins, the rebel can reign.

All of a sudden it's claimed that all people are created in the image of God, not just the rich and the 
powerful. All people created in the image of God is not a Roman ideal. It is not a Greek ideal. It is not an 
American ideal. It is the Christian ideal that animated the church and led the world to adopt these 
values. No longer are there any insignificant or ignoble people; all lives mattered. And the solidarity of 
life we all shared came from our connection to the king came from the fact that we are image bearers of 
the God who created us. And this concept was mind blowing. The solitary individual life of some 
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country, peasant was infused with as much purpose and meaning and eternal significance as the life of 
the emperor in the royal court. Without the attachment to the king, you don't have that.

This was new and according to the values of this kingdom, the kingdom of God brought by Jesus Christ, 
now suffering has meaning. No injustice will be ignored. Every sacrifice and every kindness would be 
noted by the God of the universe. And every wrong and every slight will be made right. Earthly status 
made no heavenly difference. And the idea we, we've been used to the idea of Christianity for 2000 
years, but the idea that a movement would spring up from the pitiful death of a peasant convicted 
criminal like Jesus was laughable. But this was the path to victory for Jesus. Not the path of political 
power in might, but a path of sacrifice and forgiveness and love. Not a connection with God reserved for 
those select few special people on earth, but for all people everywhere, victory. One, not by conquest 
but by crucifixion. This is what Jesus did.

This is the kingdom that Jesus brought. This is an entirely new worldview. And for us living in 2022, it's 
hard to imagine that this was ever a new idea, but it really was. These values didn't exist as institutional 
norms until Jesus brought the kingdom of God and in response to the fact that Jesus lowered himself on 
behalf of humanity, the church, those people who are citizens of this kingdom, they bent down to those 
who were lower in society, we're, we're working our way, talk to, talking about the values of the 
kingdom of God. The values are connected to the king because the values didn't exist institutionally 
before Jesus brought the kingdom of God and he brought them in this way that was new. And so the 
church, the citizens of the kingdom of God started stooping on behalf of humanity the way that Jesus 
did.

And this informs what our values should be about as we live as citizens in the kingdom of God. And so 
we read in the three hundreds, 300 years after Christ, 1700 years about go about a woman named 
Macrinna who organizes the first move movement to go and rescue abandoned babies from garbage 
piles where, where the unwanted babies were dumped. This is according to this historian, a guy named 
Basil sets up hospitals where he tends to lepers. 1500 years before the emancipation proclamation, 
Gregory argues that slavery is an offense to God and should be abolished.

Women were given far more protection and status legally than ever before. Slaves began to be treated 
with hum with humanity. The hungry were looked upon with compassion. Dignity was displayed to 
everybody. It was people moved by the values of the kingdom of God in the name of the king who 
established, who were behind the abolitionist movement and the civil rights movement. And in all these 
things, the church followed the example of Christ, the kingdom, and the citizens of the kingdom taking 
its marching orders from the king. These are the values of the kingdom of God and the job of the 
citizens of the kingdom of God is to adopt and reclaim the values of the kingdom of God, the spreading 
of the good news that through Jesus Christ, no one is beyond inclusion in the eternal of God. That all 
people are inherently image bearers of God and worthy of respect and dignity, regardless of nationality, 
regardless of gender, regardless of political beliefs, the values of the kingdom of God are to oppose 
oppression, to seek justice and to love mercy.

We are called as citizens of the kingdom of God in our lives, not merely to accept that Jesus Christ died 
on the cross for our sins, but that Jesus Christ came to bring the kingdom of God into this world and that 
we are to live out the kingdom. The values of the kingdom of God and the values of the kingdom of God 
are to oppose oppression, to seek justice, to love mercy, to care for the lowest and the least and the lost 
among us and those who talk like this, people in our world, if we sent this message, look this message, I 
know if you took the mentions of Jesus Christ out of this, and I was giving this message downtown on a 
street corner, I was talking about justice and mercy and standing up for the oppressed, everyone would 
be on board. These are values that the world shares.
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What the world wants is all of these values without any reference to the king, we're gonna talk next 
week. Again, that's why this is really one sermon. I had to fight to only bring the first eight pages. So if I 
had the last eight pages, you'd hear the last eight pages. This is where the danger comes when they try 
to separate the values of the kingdom of God from the king and the church. Two things have to be true 
of us if we are gonna live as citizens of the kingdom of God. One is we have to pursue the values of the 
kingdom of God. If the church is only known as a collection of individual of people who are saved, but 
that's it, we are not living out our mandate as citizens of the kingdom of God. Jesus didn't come just to 
save us. He came to bring the kingdom of God. He came to instill these values. Until that day when the 
world operates by these values, we are to be the canaries in the coal mine who live according to these 
values. If we as citizens of the kingdom of God are not opposing oppression and we're not seeking 
justice and we're not loving mercy, we are not living up to the citizenship we've been called to, the 
Christian Church has to stand for these things.

The second thing that Christian Church has to do is stand for these values of the kingdom while holding 
on to the king. What too many churches do and what too many people at large want do is have the 
values without the king. Churches take the value mandate so seriously. They want to go after the values 
of the kingdom of God so seriously that they don't want to alienate people. I I, we were just, I wasn't 
planning on saying this, um, we were just downtown yesterday. The day before it was freezing cold. It 
was 15 degrees, the wind was hollowing and there was a guy out there with a megaphone and his Jesus 
Christ cardboard sign flapping in the wind. And he was out there preaching to people trying to tell 
people about Jesus Christ. And you know how many, he had a couple of people with him, but you know 
how many people had stopped to listen to him? Zero buddy.

If you went out, if he went out there and talked about justice and mercy and compassion and fairness 
and equity, he'd get applauded. People would be donating, people would be supporting, they'd be, 
they'd be completely identifying with him. Anything else? Jim? You got <laugh>. The um, the values of 
the kingdom of God are not in question. What's in question is the king of the kingdom of God. And so 
Christians, churches, people in general downplay the king, downplay our responsibility to be attached to 
the king and pretend that we can have the values now we will get some benefit. Just like a pair of 
knockoff Roy Bon sunglasses will work for a little while.

There is some benefit to the values of the kingdom, but eventually you, it will become obvious that you 
can't live the values of the kingdom without reference to the king. All you will get is inferior knockoff. 
Second rate, unreliable values which will change with the wind, which will change depending on 
whoever's in power and whatever their political approach might seem to be. The people today fighting 
for justice and compassion for the oppressed and for the marginalized are speaking the language of the 
kingdom, whether they know it or not. And they are following the example of the church, whether they 
know it or not. And the church should be leading that movement. And even in places where the church 
falls short in his pursuit of justice and mercy and kindness and forgiveness, these are all qualities and 
characteristics that Christ and his church made. The standards in the first place to hold the church to 
these standards is right, but to hold the church to these standard is, is to adopt kingdom standards.

The irony is that the values that the world uses to criticize Christianity, you're not inclusive enough, 
you're not fair enough, you're not equal enough are the very values that Christianity and the kingdom of 
God brought into the world. Doctrines of fairness, the dignity of all human people, even when they 
reject the kingdom of God, get their standard from the kingdom of God. We live in a world now 2022 
where the generations you know that have been born in the last 20-30 years are mobilized, are excited 
about the values of the kingdom of God. It seems like the world is going off the rails and yet the values 
of the kingdom of God are something that we have in common with most of the people in our, in the 
western world.
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The only difference is they want the values without the king. We need to stand with them for the values, 
but never, never at the expense of abandoning the king. The kingdom of God is responsible for the very 
thoughts that undergird the values of a world that rejects the kingdom of God. And even in days and 
times like today, there is a universal, there is still cruelty in the world, people are still oppressed. There is 
still massive unfairness. There's a marked lack of compassion and there is oppression of people. But 
even today, when all that's happening, there's at least a universal acknowledgement of the fact that it's 
wrong. Imagine a world with a forces of law or government who just indiscriminately and unnecessarily 
murder its citizens and no one cared. No one thought it was wrong. This was the world Christ introduced 
the kingdom to.

This is the world that places without much influence of the kingdom of God are experiencing right now. 
Again, this is not here. Uh, I don't know how many of you saw in the last several months, there's been 
some protests in Iran, for instance. Are you familiar with that? A woman was taken into custody by the, 
and I don't get political. Well, I guess until now, a woman was taken into custody because she wasn't 
wearing her head covering properly. She had it, she wasn't wearing it properly. She died in police 
custody. People started to protest this week. Iran announced that they plan to take the 14 to 15,000 
protestors that they have arrested and execute them. They're gonna execute people because they're 
protesting the death of one of their own citizens. So in order to respond to the death of one citizen, this 
government's gonna gonna kill 15,000 more of its own citizens. This is happening in the world that we 
live in, not in our city, not in our county, but this happens in the world. This is what the world looks like 
when the kingdom of value, the kingdom of God, values that Jesus brought are don't exist in that 
kingdom when all that exists.

There is the kingdom of this world, the kingdom of power, the kingdom of control. That's a very real 
world that we live in. It's hard for us to imagine, but we don't have to go back 2000 years before Jesus 
brought the kingdom to imagine that we, if we read the news, it's just a little bit, we can see that there's 
still far too many places in the world where that's real, where that's actually life.

I know it's hard for us to connect with that, but this really happens. And if we as citizens of the kingdom 
of God aren't the ones out there championing, championing the values of the kingdom of God, all that's 
left to lead the march are people who want the values but don't want the king and that will never save 
the world. The values of the world are derivative. They are knockoffs. They will never achieve what the 
world can achieve through the values of the kingdom of God while holding onto the king of the kingdom 
of God. One day in the future, some unknown time Christ is going to come back. Christ is going to 
somehow establish a reign in this world that is going to be right and fair and just and merciful. He's 
actually going to do that. But in the meantime, he has deputized you and me and the tens of millions, 
the billions of people around the world who are Christians to lead society in adopting the values of the 
kingdom of God while holding on to God as the king of the kingdom of God.

Jesus used a lot of agricultural imagery, so let me try this one. The flower of fairness comes from the 
root of the kingdom. If we want the flower of fairness to grow in the world, it has to be connected to the 
root. If you sever a flower from its root water it all you want, it's not gonna grow the flower of rights and 
equality and justice and compassion. These are blooming in our world. That's a good thing. But the 
church knows that the flower can't grow long without the root. The church knows that the root of this 
value system is Christ. Christ who transform the world on the cross, who transformed a symbol of 
humiliation and defeat into a symbol of hope and life. The name and the work and the life and the death 
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ are the only lasting hope for the world. Take any value you want and 
detach it. Send it from the king of the world, from Jesus Christ as the savior of the world, and you will 
get a value system that will eventually shrivel up and die. The values of the kingdom erode without the 
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king. That's why it is so important that we as citizens of the kingdom, as much as we want to support 
those who pursue the values of the kingdom, we have to insist on the king of the kingdom.

It is not kindness to pretend that the values of the wor, the values of the kingdom can be applied in king-
less way. It simply doesn't work. God's kingdom values, excuse me, God's kingdom values give an 
alternative to materialism, to racism, to sexism, to classism, and they are embodied by a church that 
takes seriously the words of scripture that says in Christ connected to Christ. These other, these other 
distinctions do not matter. Doesn't matter whether you're Jewish or non-Jewish. It doesn't matter 
whether you're nobility or a servant. It doesn't matter if you're male or female because we are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And until our oneness, unless our oneness is tied to Jesus Christ and we just try to pursue 
the values of the kingdom without the king, they are going to be derivative. They are not going to stand 
up to scrutiny. They will not last long.

They will not endure because they are not anchored in the truth of the king of the kingdom of God. 
They're derivative because they're less lesser versions of the authentic original thing. And scripture tells 
us specifically the values of the kingdom of God that you and I should be pursuing in our everyday life. 
That's what we'll talk about next week. Close your eyes for a second and reflect with me on the fact on 
this, the incredible change that the kingdom of God brought into this world and think a second longer 
on the fact that we are called, we are summoned, we are commanded to be part of the furthering of 
those values. We are called to embody those values. We are called to live out those values. Kindness, 
justice, compassion, mercy, sacrifice, forgiveness, humility. These are your marching orders.

These are the, these are the orders that when connected to the king can transform the world. God, 
thank you for this. Thank you for the kingdom Jesus. Thank you for bringing the kingdom of God. We 
don't connect with a world that doesn't understand the values of a kingdom of God, but a world that 
doesn't. A world that pursues the values of the kingdom of God without you can't connect with you. 
God, I pray that the church writ large in the world today and this church and the people in it would be 
among those who stand not only for the values of the kingdom of God, but who proudly proclaim the 
truth of the king of the kingdom of God. And we would stand shoulder to shoulder with those who are 
fighting for the values of the kingdom of God while always maintaining and never compromising our 
allegiance to the king of the kingdom of God. I ask you this in Jesus.


