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  in, uh, the life of a pastor is when you get to start a new sermon series. It's always so exciting. So I, I 
don't even have time to give you a joke, uh, beyond this one that I'm gonna tell you. We didn't get, we 
didn't get the money yet, right? We still, All right then. Well, I do really want to get going, but did you 
hear about the guy who, um, was diagnosed? A guy who lives right down here, Guy a first, uh, a brand 
new medical condition. He's diagnosed with a fear of speed bumps. Don't worry, he's slowly getting 
over it. So today, today you could stop this. This is in your power to stop it. So, um, so today I asked you, 
I wanted to do something a little different Today.

(00:54):

Today we are beginning a series on Jesus's favorite topic. And so I asked you guys to fill on a card on 
some cards, what you think that would be. Because Jesus had, based on how often he talked about it, a 
favorite subject in the Bible. And I was wondering, I haven't had a chance to look at these yet. So we'll 
just, um, we'll see how we can do here. The most important thing Jesus talked about, Um, let's see here. 
Be kind and helpful to others. Be kind to others. Um, he who has never sinned. Throw the first stone. 
We'll talk about how many five is .Love others as your love, love God. And my neighbor, uh, prepare for 
heaven. Those who believed in him are saved through grace. I am the only way. He is the way, the truth 
of life . The father and I are one. Living life to serve God.

(01:51):

Father, forgive them. These are all, all good. Equality. Follow me. All good, all wrong. Not a single right 
one in there. So this is the perfect time. These are all great, but these are not Jesus's favorite topic. 
Jesus' favorite topic is clear and I wanna say it to you this week, the way, uh, and this will help me know 
who watches the news. I want to introduce this word, this to you, the way that President Biden started 
his speech on Thursday when he went to the manufacturing plant at Volvo Manufacturing plant. Did 
you see that? And he said, I want to give you two words made in America.

(02:37):

So I wanna give you two words for Jesus' Favorite topic, Kingdom of God. Jesus' favorite topic was the 
Kingdom of God. Jesus spent a lot of time talking about the Kingdom of God. And so over the next 
several weeks, will we. Let me give you just a little bit of a primer of where we're gonna go with this and 
then we'll get into it. We're gonna spend six weeks talking about the most important topic that Jesus 
preached about. So this week we're gonna talk about why and how the Kingdom of God is so important 
and time willing, God willing, we'll talk about actually a definition of what the Kingdom of God is. Next 
week we're gonna talk about the time and the place of the Kingdom of God. Where is it? When is it? We 
got to that. We're gonna talk about the citizens of the Kingdom of God.

(03:36):

How do you enter the Kingdom of God? What's expected of you when you get there? And what does it 
mean that you're in it? Fourth, the marks and the mysteries of the kingdom. In the fifth week we're 
gonna talk about the King of the Kingdom of God. It may seem obvious to you, but a kingdom needs a 
King. And finally we're gonna talk about the values of the Kingdom of God. Okay, so what now how do I 
live? This is where we're gonna go over the next month and a half. And the goal of this sermon is to get 
you interested enough in the topic that you will listen to the rest of the sermons. I wanna start out this 
morning by convincing you of the importance of the Kingdom of God. Everything that you wrote down. 
And somewhere in here, someone may have gotten it or come close to it.

(04:26):
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I didn't get a chance to look at all of them. All of these topics are important. And yet Jesus spent more 
time talking about the Kingdom of God, then he did anything else. And we aren't aware of it. We don't 
know it. And so I wanna convince you that since it's Jesus's favorite subject, it should be our favorite 
subject. But first I need to convince you that it is actually Jesus' favorite subject. So let's start with 
talking about the centrality of the Kingdom of God. Depending on how you count them and how often 
you count stories that Jesus told more than once, there are more than 80 individual mentions of the 
Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of heaven, and we'll clear that up in a second, in the New Testament, 
John the Baptist, the prophet who preceded Jesus, began his ministry by talking about the Kingdom of 
God.

(05:19):

Says in those days, John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, Repent for 
the Kingdom of heaven has come near. Jesus preached about the kingdom in Matthew chapter four 
were told. From that time on very early in Jesus' ministry, he began to preach, "Repent for the Kingdom 
of Heaven has come near." Now right away you might notice that in both of these verses from Matthew, 
John and Jesus used the phrase Kingdom of heaven and not the phrase Kingdom of God. And you might 
be wondering if these are the same thing, while some people have tried to argue there's a difference, 
these are basically the same terms. Matthew is the only writer in all of the New Testament who uses the 
phrase Kingdom of heaven. All the other gospel writers, all the other writers in the epistles say the 
Kingdom of God.

(06:06):

They never use Kingdom of heaven. And there's a reason for this. Matthew was writing to a particular 
crowd in his letter. He was writing primarily to Jewish people. Jewish people who did not invoke, who 
did not use the name of God when they were talking. They used a substitute term to stand in for God 
because they thought God's name was so holy that it shouldn't even be uttered by human lips. And so 
Matthew uses the term heaven, the Kingdom of heaven. But it means the same thing as the Kingdom of 
God and John the Baptist announcing the coming of Jesus and why it was important says it was because 
it was the bringing of the Kingdom of heaven. The Kingdom of God. Jesus preaches about the Kingdom 
of God. In the book of Mark, Mark summarized this. So Mark was the first of the gospels that were 
written even though it's second in our New Testament.

(06:56):

Mark was the first one. And then Matthew kind of said, Well I wanna write a gospel but I wanna game, 
you know, uh, gear it toward the Jewish people. And he wrote that. And then Luke wrote a gospel and 
he said, I I wanna gear it toward uh, gentile people and people who like 75 versus in a chapter. So these 
are all their different perspectives of the gospel. But the one thing they have in in common is that they 
talk about Jesus preaching the Kingdom of God. Mark summarized Jesus's ministry by saying "Jesus 
came to Galilee proclaiming the good news of God." What's the good news of God? The time has come, 
been fulfilled. The Kingdom of God has come near repent and believe in the good news. This is the 
summary of what Jesus came to preach Jesus' summary of what he was about.

(07:52):

It wasn't forgiveness, it wasn't be kind to others, it wasn't equality, it wasn't your sins are forgiven. 
Those are all good things. Jesus's main subject, Jesus said, "I must proclaim the good news of the 
Kingdom of God to other cities also because this is why I was sent". Jesus saw as his purpose the 
proclamation of the Kingdom of God. When Jesus called the apostles. What are we doing? I'm trying 
to...I'm trying to convince you of the fact that for Jesus and in the New Testament, the Kingdom of God 
was the central topic. Mark summarizes Jesus' ministry that way. John introduces his ministry that way. 
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Jesus summarizes his ministry that way. When Jesus sent out his apostles in his name to preach his 
message", here's what he told them. "When Jesus had called the 12 together, he gave them power and 
authority to drive out demons and to cure all diseases".

(08:53):

You're gonna see a lot of healing language and Kingdom of God language over the next several weeks. 
There's a reason those go together. But for now, this is the message Jesus gave the 12, He gave them 
authority to drive out demons, to cure diseases and he sent them out to proclaim the Kingdom of God 
and to heal the sick. Later in Luke, he sends out some more followers and Luke writes that after this the 
Lord appointed 72 other people and sent them out two by two ahead of him to every town and every 
place that he was about to go heal the sick who are there and tell them, here's what you tell them, The 
Kingdom of God has come near to you". Jesus sent his followers to proclaim the kingdom. Not love, not 
forgiveness, not even are you ready? Salvation by grace through faith.

(09:51):

All of these are important and yet this is not the central topic to Jesus. All of these other things only 
matter because the Kingdom of God is at hand, The time is fulfilled. They pronounced. What time? The 
coming of the Kingdom of God. What fulfills it? The Kingdom of God. You need to repent. Why? Because 
the Kingdom of God is at hand. No other subject in scripture incorporates as many deep truths as the 
Kingdom of God. That is why Jesus made such a point talking about it. That is why he had his followers 
make such a point of talking about the Kingdom of God. In fact, Jesus was so into talking about the 
Kingdom of God that he wouldn't shut up about it even when he was dead. "After his suffering, when he 
presented himself alive and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive and he appeared to his 
followers and he spoke to them for 40 days".

(10:59):

And what did he talk to them about? Say it the Kingdom of God. This is what he wanted to talk about 
even after he was dead, this is what he wanted to talk about as he was getting ready to leave them and 
prepare them. The last thing on Jesus' mind was the Kingdom of God and so the first thing on our mind 
should be the Kingdom of God. The apostle Paul taught about the Kingdom of God. We associate Paul 
with the gospel. But in Acts chapter 19 for instance, it says "Paul entered a synagogue there and he 
spoke boldly there for three months arguing persuasively about the Kingdom of God." You never noticed 
how many times Kingdom of God is in there. Did you? Three months this guy's sermon went. So consider 
yourself lucky. Acts 28 they arranged to meet with Paul on a certain day and even more people came cuz 
they wanted to hear what he was saying.

(11:57):

"And he witnessed to them from morning till evening about what the Kingdom of God." And in case we 
think maybe Paul grew out of this, the last two verses in the book of Acts that record what Paul was 
doing in his life, say this, for two years Paul stayed there after he was in their house arrest, he rented his 
own house and welcomed everyone who came to see him and he proclaimed the Kingdom of God and 
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ with boldness and without hindrance, the Kingdom of God is woven 
through all of the New Testaments in the Old Testament as well. But this was the central topic of Jesus, 
of John the Baptist , of Paul of the people who chronicled Jesus' life. There's a new to uh, a New 
Testament scholar named Gordon Fee who I think has the best work on understanding the Kingdom of 
God and who I'm leaning on a lot for this series and my okay um, and he says this, "You cannot know 
anything about Jesus.

(13:01):
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Anything if you miss the Kingdom of God, if you miss the Kingdom of God, you are a zero on Jesus. If you 
don't understand this term, this is the great failure of evangelical Christianity. We have had Jesus 
without the Kingdom of God and therefore we have literally done Jesus in." I think Jesus is gonna be 
fine. I think we're the ones who suffer from not understanding the Kingdom of God. What is the one 
thing that Jesus told us to seek before anything else? Say it. The King. You know those sermons, You 
walk away and you're like what this sermon says, what did the pastor talk about? And you say, I don't 
even remember. It's not gonna be this week because this week the answer is: The Kingdom of God. We 
don't see it as an emphasis, we don't know much about it. So since Jesus and the apostles and the New 
Testament and all of scripture takes so much time talking about the Kingdom of God, so will we. Now I 
wanna warn you, this is going to be demanding as a listener. It's going to require a lot of you over the 
course of these weeks. But the upside is we're going to treat as important, something that God thinks is 
important. We'll have a better understanding of exactly what Jesus was talking about and what we are 
called to. So when you hear the phrase the Kingdom of God, what do you think of?

(14:35):

Is the Kingdom of God a synonym for heaven? Does it somehow mean the Church. When we read seek 
first the Kingdom of God? Do you just think seek first God? When you hear the Kingdom of God? Do you 
think the gospel? God is of course involved in all of those things and God is in those things are important 
to the Kingdom of God, but the Kingdom of God isn't just a synonym or a substitute for something else 
and we have to figure out what it is. And here is one of the things that makes understanding the 
Kingdom of God so challenging. Jesus talked a lot about the Kingdom of God and its values and he never 
defined it. He never said what it is. We won't even get to a definition of it...we might get to a definition 
of it at the end of this sermon.

(15:35):

But over the next several weeks we're gonna circle in on the meaning of the definition of the Kingdom of 
God. But first, again, trying to impress upon you the importance of the Kingdom of God and why these 
next six weeks are worth your time and why you need to come out for all of them. Why you need to 
watch all of them because this topic is that important. Let me give you some facts about the Kingdom of 
God. The first fact I wanna give you about the Kingdom of God is that the Kingdom of God came near in 
Jesus. The Kingdom of God came near in Jesus. "In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness and saying, Repent, the Kingdom of God has come near." Right? We saw that. "From that 
time on " this verse we saw too, "Jesus was preaching the Kingdom of God was brought near." Whatever 
the Kingdom of God is

(16:28):

Jesus brought it near, it came near with the coming of Jesus. It's tied up with Jesus. It was present, it was 
near with the coming of Jesus in a way that it wasn't before Jesus came. And that changes everything 
that adds an urgency to everything. Here's the second point I want to give you of these five facts. And 
this one has five subpoints. The second fact I wanna give you is that getting into the kingdom is hard. 
Even though we don't exactly know yet what the Kingdom of God is, I hope that at least part of you 
wants to be in it. But I'm here to tell you that scripture says the Kingdom of God, entering the Kingdom 
of God, being a part of the Kingdom of God is hard. I wanna point to you several places where this is 
true. And again I want to come to some verses that we've just looked at. But the first thing is the 
Kingdom of God calls us to repent. Look at this verse again. Has ever such a short verse been packed 
with so much stuff? "Repent for the Kingdom of heaven has come near " The word repent means to 
change. To change our thinking, to change our behavior, to reverse our course. Not just a little course 
correction, to reverse our course. But what does this mean? It means we are not ready for the kingdom 
the way we are.
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(18:03):

We are not ready for the kingdom the way we are. We have to repent. The fact that the Kingdom of God 
means that we have to change and none of us like change. That's number one. It's hard to enter because 
it requires change. Here's the second thing that makes the Kingdom of God hard to understand is it 
involves secrets. And like with all secrets, some people are in on it and some people aren't. In Matthew 
chapter 13, the disciples ask Jesus and they questioned basically his preaching style. I know how he 
feels. The disciples said, "Why do you speak to them in parables? And he said, Because it's been given to 
you, the disciples to know the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But it has not been given to other people". 
And so I talk in parables because that way they see but they don't get it.

(19:01):

They hear but they don't understand the secret. The Kingdom of heaven involves secrets that not 
everyone is in on. We're gonna talk a lot more about parables because there's such an important part of 
Jesus's teaching and so many of them are wrapped up in the idea of the Kingdom of God. Here's another 
reason why it gets a little hard to enter the Kingdom of God is because scripture says you have to be like 
a child to enter it. Luke: 18 records that they brought a bunch of kids to Jesus that he would touch them, 
but the disciples saw it and they said, Get those kids out of here. But Jesus said to them, Let the children 
come to me. Don't stop them from coming to me because this is what the Kingdom of God is made of. 
And I'm telling you, I'll go one further and say this.

(19:55):

I triple dog promise you that whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God as a little child won't get 
into it. We dunno what Kingdom of God is, We don't know what it means to enter it as a child, but if you 
don't enter as a child, you're not entering it at all. It's hard to enter the Kingdom of God. His disciples, 
there was something they weren't understanding. There was a quality about the Kingdom of God that 
somehow is explained or defined by being like a child that they didn't understand. We probably don't 
either. And so it makes the kingdom hard. You have to be like a child. And yet the fourth fact that makes 
it hard to enter the Kingdom of God is that requires super hyper righteousness.

(20:42):

This is a really key text. We'll see this text a lot in the next six weeks in the beginning of the sermon on 
the mount, or near the beginning in in Matthew chapter five, Jesus says, I tell you this, unless you are 
more righteousness, more righteous, unless your righteousness is greater exceeds the scribes and the 
Pharisees, the super religious people of the day, you will, there is no chance that you can enter the 
Kingdom of heaven. There's no chance that you can enter, enter the Kingdom of heaven. And when you 
add to the fact that scripture says no one is righteous, you have this, this dilemma. You have to be like a 
child, A child who is somehow more righteous than the biggest religious people of the day. And even 
then their righteousness isn't good enough. And if you don't exceed them, you can't enter the Kingdom 
of God. Hard?

(21:36):

Yeah, I would say it's hard to get into the Kingdom of God. Here's the last fact, and I point this out for us 
because I've spent, you know, we talked a little bit in the last sermon series, even in the last, God bless 
you all, are you done? Anyone else? We talked a little bit in the last sermon series. We are, we don't see 
ourselves this way, but we, you and I sitting here are among the 1% richest people that the world has 
ever seen. 99% of the people who have ever lived in the world would look at us. And if they walked into 
your house, if they saw what you were driving, if they saw what you were wearing, they would think you 
were the king of some country.
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(22:20):

Your house is climate controlled. I'm a little chilly. Let's turn Alexa, turn it up. You get into a car that's 
climate controlled, that moves through space and time and at speeds that people would've thought 
miraculous even 150 years ago. Oh, we gotta drive 40 miles today, 40 miles, that's a, you know, three 
days worth of journey on horseback or worse to most of the world. We do it like it's magic. Oh, what do 
you wanna eat tonight? I don't know. What do you wanna eat tonight? I don't know. Order something. 
Have someone bring us food that they prepare for us. We are among the richest people, the most 
blessed people in the world. Do you believe that? Amen. It's really true and it's really bad news. Because 
it is especially hard for the rich to enter the Kingdom of heaven. Did you just get a shutter?

(23:18):

It's especially hard. Jesus said to his disciples, Now this is after, by the way, I should back up a little bit. 
This guy came to Jesus, a sincere guy, an honest guy who was seeking Jesus. And he was a devout guy 
and he had kept the law, but he still sensed that something was missing. He some sense that something 
wasn't quite right. And so Jesus told him, you need to go and sell everything that you have and give it to 
the poor. And the point isn't that you have to sell everything that you have and give it to the poor. But 
this guy walked away dejected because he was rich and he wasn't able to detach himself enough from 
the kingdom of this world and the blessings that it brings in order to attach himself to the Kingdom of 
God. And so then Jesus explaining this to his disciples said, I'll tell you this, it's hard for a rich person to 
enter the Kingdom of heaven.

(24:11):

It would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. Now there's a couple ways this can be 
interpreted. Some people think it's like an actual threading needle with the little eye on it and a camel 
going through that is obviously difficult. There was also an entrance into Jerusalem. The gate was like 
the camel gate and it was really small. And if you had a camel with a big pack, you had to unpack it and 
get it in, get it through the gate. But either way, Jesus is saying, it's hard to enter the Kingdom of God for 
rich people, for people who have blessings in this world, for people who are blessed, who are attached 
to this world comfortably. It's hard for them to detach and attach to the Kingdom of God, to feel the 
need for the Kingdom of God. It's hard to get into the Kingdom of God. It's especially hard for the top 1% 
and that's you and me.

(25:08):

Fact three, the end will come when the message of the Kingdom of God has been preached to the whole 
world. Matthew: 24 says, T"he gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testament to all nations. And then the end will come". This means two things, of course. One, that the 
message of the Kingdom of God's gonna be heard worldwide and the end won't come until it is. The end 
of what? I'll have to wait and see. Number four, the kingdom involves judgment and separation. And 
entering the Kingdom of God is a reward, is a consequence for being on the right side of judgment. Do 
you remember what we're doing? I'm trying to convince you that the Kingdom of God is a central and 
important topic in scripture. How am I doing so far? Excellent. Thank you. Gold star

(26:09):

Matthew says it this way, all the nations at the end of time, whenever that is, is they're gonna be 
gathered before our Jesus. And he's gonna separate people from one another the same way someone 
separates sheep and goats or Bears fans and Packers fans. And he's going to put the sheep on the right 
side and the goats on his left side and he's going to say to those on his, right, you come in, you are 
blessed by my father. Here is your inheritance. What's your inheritance? The Kingdom of God, which has 
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been prepared for you since the creation of the world. He's gonna say to other people, depart from me. 
You are cursed and your eternity is something very, very different.

(26:51):

Now, this makes it seem like we're not gonna enter the kingdom until the end and the end doesn't come 
until everyone has heard the message. So even though Jesus came and brought the kingdom near, we 
still don't have the kingdom yet. We gotta talk about that. But for our right now, the bigger point is that 
the Kingdom of God coming to the world involves judgment. Some people are going to be excluded from 
the Kingdom of God. Some people are going to be disqualified. Some people are not gonna be in on the 
secret. We all like "Nice Jesus", loving Jesus, accepting Jesus forgiveness, Jesus, where we all sit around 
feeling warm and peaceful and safe and everybody gets a puppy. But "Bummer Jesus" says that there's 
gonna be a separation at the end, a judgment at the end. And not everyone is going to get into the 
Kingdom of God.

(27:56):

Jesus told them another parable. Jesus was trying to explain it. We're gonna get into what parables do 
and how they work, but this is the story he told. He said, The Kingdom of God is like a man who so good 
seed in his field. And while he everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sewed weeds in there. And 
then his enemy went away and the weeds s sprouted up and they grew bigger and and the weeds finally 
appeared and the owners servant came to him and said, Hey, look what happened. We've got weeds in 
the field. Where did these weeds come from? And he said, An enemy did this. And the servant said, 
Okay, you want us to go pull up the weeds now? Right? And the owner said, No, while you're pulling up 
the weeds, you might uproot some of the wheat with them. Let 'em both grow together. Let them both 
grow and flourish. And then the time is coming when the harvesters pick them, I'm gonna tell 'em to 
collect the weeds and separate them and they're gonna be burned and the wheats gonna be gathered 
into my barn. This parable that's explaining the Kingdom of God talks about separating good wheat and 
keeping it and bad weeds that are burned.

(29:02):

There is a judgment, there is a separation coming. The message of the Kingdom of God coming is 
characterized as good news, but it isn't good news for everybody. Our job is to make sure it's good news 
for us, but it's not good news for everybody.

(29:20):

One last fact about the Kingdom of God, there are levels in the Kingdom of God. Matthew writes it this 
way, Anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teach others to do that will be 
called least in the kingdom. But whoever practices and teaches this would be called greatest in the 
Kingdom. This verse is interesting because not only are there least and great in the kingdom, but the 
least is someone who disobeys something that Jesus is saying, but they're still in the kingdom. This is 
really a curious verse. And the next verse is even more curious because it reincorporates this idea that 
unless your righteousness surpasses the Pharisees and the teachers of law, you certainly will not enter 
the Kingdom of heaven.

(30:07):

You need a righteousness that is greater than the Pharisees just to get in, but you still could be among 
the least in the Kingdom of heaven. Clearly Jesus liked John the Baptist, he approved him, he thought 
well of him. But he says this about John the Baptist. I tell you this, of all human beings, there has never 
been anyone greater than John the Baptist. Wow, what a resume builder. Right? On John the Baptist 's 
resume. Jesus says he's the greatest human being that has ever lived and yet anybody in the kingdom of 
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heaven, the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist. So somehow you have to be 
like a child and yet more religious than a Pharisee even to get into the lowest position of the Kingdom of 
heaven, which is greater than John the Baptist ever was.

(30:59):

My goal for today was to convince you of two. One was twofold, one was to convince you that the 
Kingdom of God is the central point of Jesus' ministry and that we have to take it seriously. The second 
was to try to give you a definition of the Kingdom of God. This is where you look at the faces and you 
decide, do they have five more minutes? Yes, no. Yes, yes. I got a thumbs up over here. I got a thumbs 
up. All right. So you also guys know that in pastor time, five minutes is like 12, right? It's like a day is a 
thousand years to Jesus. You knew that, right? So what is the kingdom? Uh, we'll go by that one. What is 
the Kingdom of God? What does it mean? I didn't ask you to answer out loud, but what did you think of 
when you're hearing the phrase Kingdom of God?

(31:55):

Let's start by looking at the words that is, that are used for the Kingdom of God. In the New Testament 
and the New Testament, there's really a couple words used in the first one is basilia like a basilica. And 
the primary meaning of this Greek word is reign. And this is, this gets a little, I dunno if it's complicated, 
but you have to be, uh, aware of the, the particulars here. This the distinctions. It's not about the area 
that you reign in. It's not about the people that you reign over. It's about the reign itself. To be in charge.

(32:34):

The other word that's important in the word that's in Aramaic, which is probably the language that Jesus 
spoke, is this word malkut. And this re this makes it a little clear according to the encyclopedia Britanica, 
it says that, uh, I'm sorry, it says that the word refers not to a geographical area. So we think of the 
kingdom, right? Elizabeth, uh, just died the queen of England. And so we think she's the over a realm. 
We think there's this geography there 'slands in which she is in charge, right? And now it's Charles, 
whatever. So malkut doesn't refer though to a land. It's not a geographical area. It's not to the people. It 
is, it's more about the activity of the king himself. The exercising of sovereign power. The focus is on 
authority. It's not focused on a space, it's not focused on geography. So God's kingdom is not the place, 
the land, the dirt where God reigns, but it's the power and it's the authority by which he reigns.

(33:42):

The Kingdom of God is the effectual rest of, I'm gonna give you at least four definitions of the Kingdom 
of God. One of them is gonna strike you. One of them is gonna say, ah, it doesn't make any sense to me. 
But somewhere in here, I think we will get an understanding of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of 
God is the effectual restoration of God's reign. So we're gonna re, the Kingdom of God is going to 
restore God, doing what God in charge does. Okay? That's one definition. The kind of textbook definition 
that I liked most that I came across is the Kingdom of God. Is the sovereign rule of God manifested in the 
person, and work of Christ, creating the people over whom he reigns. If you're gonna have a kingdom, 
you gotta have subjects, right? A king without subjects is a guy on the internet.

(34:32):

So you gotta have a kingdom. And he issues in that realm rightness, which gets obeyed. What he wants 
comes to happen. It's realized. That's a really good definition. We'll show it again, but it's a little long. So 
here's mine. The Kingdom of God is the gift of God whereby he establishes a people of God living 
according to the light of God. Still a little wordy. I like alliteration. So there's that. The Kingdom of God is 
the gift of God where he establishes a people of God that live according to the light of God, or trying to 
simplify it. One still, um, Oh, I don't see this slide. It doesn't look like, No. Okay, listen, you have to just 
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listen. The Kingdom of God is where Jesus is, where Jesus is reigning and where Jesus is recognized, 
that's the shortest definition I can give you.

(35:29):

The Kingdom of God is where Jesus is, where Jesus is reigning and where Jesus' reign is recognized, that 
is the Kingdom of God. Where God's will has done as God wants His will to be done is his kingdom. And 
we say, you know, my house is my castle. My house is my kingdom. This is my domain. We generally 
mean that we have power here. What gets done here is what I want to get done. It's the same with God. 
The Kingdom of God is where Jesus is, where Jesus reigns and where Jesus' reigning is recognized. That 
brings up a whole lot, at least five weeks' worth of really interesting conversations about the Kingdom of 
God. Are we in it? Where is it?

Speaker 2 (36:19):

Yeah. Amen.

Pastor Steve (36:21):

Pray with me. Would you God thank you for God, First of all, thank you for this message of the Kingdom 
of God. Thank you for bringing it to our intention of attention, How important it is God, thank you for a 
church that allows us to, to hover on these deep truths and to spend time searching deeply into your 
word. Uh, God. So far we don't know much, but we're convinced that the Kingdom of God was really 
important to Jesus. And that the fact that he brought the Kingdom of God near has all sorts of 
ramifications for us. So God, I pray in Jesus's name that through the power of the Holy Spirit over the 
next several weeks, that you would empower us to understand what the Kingdom of God means. What 
it means to you, what it is, what our role is in it. Where is it when here is it?

(37:08):

What are these mysteries that we have to understand to enter it? What are these obstacles that we 
need to overcome to be worthy of it? God, Uh, these, all of these subjects are going to demand your 
guidance and your spirit blessing us, enlightening us and teaching us. And so I pray that these next, this 
would be your sermon series that you would teach us about your kingdom, which came with Jesus, and 
it's in His name that we pray. Amen. I'm glad that all of you guys could be here for some of you who 
weren't here earlier, which is mostly all of you, I do just wanna point out that we have the pleasure of 
having with us today, uh, Robin Hillary, who, our new missionaries that our church is going to be 
supporting. You should hear from them, you should talk to them. Um, they're, they have a, a fascinating 
story.

(37:58):

Uh, so talk to them and see what they're doing and that we as a church are gonna be honored to 
support them as they're going. So, um, they're here. You can talk to them. Couple other things just that 
we wanna let you know about Congregational meeting is coming up next Sunday. So after church on 
Sunday, we're gonna hang around just for a little bit and talk some business. We have a lot of big 
business going on with the lift that's being built with some other things that are happening. So you need 
to, you know, if this is your home church, we invite you to stick around next week after church, right 
after church is over, we'll start and we'll, um, we'll get through our business that we want to give you 
quarterly updates on. And also, um, uh, we wanna let know that this is the deal I have, I have a list of 
jokes to start sermons through 2027, and I will give up six months of them if you guys will pay.

(38:48):
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You have to pay. I wanna be, you know, there are professional comedians. I wanna be a professional un 
comedian. I wanna be paid to not tell jokes. That's my dream. You can make that happen. So, uh, there's 
other th stuff you can check out. Check it out on our, on the website. You know, AWANA is going full 
bore. We're getting lots of kids, lots of kids from the neighborhood that's going great. Bible studies are 
up and started now as the falls underway. So check out some of those things and get involved in those. 
Most of all, most of all this week. It's really important. Trust me, it's gonna matter as you go through this 
week that you keep something in mind. And that is that you have a Great God he is with you every step 
that you take. So Live Loved! Have a great week. Thanks for coming.




