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Pastor Steve:

Had no idea. We were such a New Year's Eve crowd. <Laugh>, like everybody was out too late, 
apparently last night and your whole section had a party. You weren't invited to <laugh> and it must 
have been awesome cuz they're still not awake. So but that's in, you know, we learned something, we're 
learning something about our church this morning. But I'm super glad that you here. I hope you are glad 
that you're here this morning. Happy New Year. Are you guys New Year's resolution people? Do you 
guys do that? Anybody make New Year's resolution? I never was one. Kellye is. And so I've started to 
become one and her new Year's resolutions are all very enlightened and elevated, you know, to make 
the world a better place, to be a better human being. Mine are different. And I'm gonna share a couple 
of my, my New Year's resolutions with you to get started. And so as you can see, this is my first New 
Year's resolution. This is it for 22 years. I have used times New Roman. This is Verdana <laugh>. I am 
reaching for the stars. This is my new font for 2023.

I did do a couple things. I am, I did get off of TikTok. Are any of you TikTok followers? Are you clapping 
for TikTok or forgetting off of it? <Laugh>, I actually did it a few days ago cuz I was getting addicted to 
TikTok. Like you can scroll that stuff forever. And so I am not doing TikTok anymore. Also I'm gonna do, 
since it's 2023, my New Year's resolution, and this is a serious resolution, is I'm gonna do 2023 Pullups 
this year since it's 2020. Why did you laugh <laugh>? Like you don't think I'm not gonna do 'em all at one 
time or anything, but if you do one a month, one every day for a month and then the next month you do 
two every day and then so on and so forth with a couple days off, that's 2023 pullups.

So I'm gonna try to do 2023 Pullups and I'm gonna try to do 18,250 pushups cuz that would be 50 a day. 
And I'm gonna do one sit up because sit-ups are hard. So I'm gonna do one this year I am going to read 
40 books because last year Kellye read 39 books. And one of the books that I am gonna read is the Bible. 
And I want to spend the rest of the time this morning talking about why as we're starting this year, you 
should read, be reading the Bible. January 1st. A good day to start reading the Bible.

There is, there's at least half a dozen reasons why you should start and the calendar doesn't really 
matter when you start, but it's just with a new year and a new opportunity. Reading the Bible is one 
thing that I want to encourage you to do. So just briefly this morning, I'm gonna remind you 'cause for 
most of you, this is old information. I'm gonna remind you of why the Bible is so central to us, why it's so 
important to us, and then talk about getting you involved in reading it with me this year. The Bible gives 
us several things that it to help us in our lives. All of these things that we would be better to take 
advantage of. And the first thing scripture promises to give us if we read it is guidance. As we start a 
new year and we're looking for new opportunities and we're looking for how we're gonna live our lives, 
and most of us do this on a new year, we kind of reflect a little bit if even un un informally, unofficially.

And we think about what opportunities we'd like to have, we think about what we would like to do, 
what is our life going to be? What are, how are we gonna use it this year? And as you get older and you 
have less years in front of the cart than you do behind the cart, this starts to become a little more real. 
But we're all looking for direction, we're all looking for guidance. And scripture promises that if we look 
to scripture, it will offer us guidance. 800 years before, before the time of Christ, David wrote that the 
word of God is like a lamp to our feet. It's like a light to our path. How many times do we say things like, 
if God would just show me what to do, if God would just tell me where to go, if God would just really tell 
me what I'm supposed to be doing, then I would do it? But God does show us a lot of the time, we just 
don't like the direction that he's pointing us toward. God holds a lamp in one direction, but there are 
obstacles in that direction and there's difficulties in that direction and there's people in that direction 
that we don't want to deal with. And there's things that we don't wanna do.

Scripture will serve as a guide for you in 2023 and beyond, but you have to use it. Just like the flashlight 
on your phone is worthless if you don't charge your phone, scripture is going to be useless for us for 
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guidance if we don't plug into it. And as you reflect back on maybe last year or maybe the last several 
years, you can see those times and places where you've tried to make your way through life on foot by 
yourself without guidance. And some of the times we get through, some of the times we make decisions 
that are completely independent of scripture or the Bible or consulting, God in prayer, and it ends up 
working out. And because of that, we develop a habit of trusting ourselves. And over time we forget to 
look to God in His word for our direction. God's word is our gps.

It's a guidance system for us. God's precious scripture, if you like. And it guides us. And every time we 
make decisions, we face obstacles in life. There's guidance waiting for us to happen. Imagine here's a, so 
for 2023, do this. Every time you go somewhere and you use your guidance and you use your gps or 
you're with somebody and they're getting ready to put in where your destination or you get it in Uber 
and they're gonna put your location in, just tell 'em, ah, let's just do it by feel. Let's just see how we get 
there. There's some places you go in your everyday life that you probably could do that. You could 
probably drive without directions. You could probably get here without directions. But there's a lot of 
places that you can't. Every time you use your gps, remind yourself that trying to get through life 
without consulting God's GPS in scripture is like driving without using it. Sometimes you'll get away with 
it, a lot of times you won't. When we go through life not looking at scripture, we miss out on a lot of 
guidance.

In the New Testament, Paul was writing to a a kid, a young kid who was just starting out as a pastor of a 
church named Timothy. And he told them that scripture is important because in scripture we have 
something that is actually breathed out by God. It is the product of God through the Holy Spirit and it's 
good for a lot of things. It's good for teaching, it's good for reproof, it's good for correction, it's good for 
training us to be righteous so that God can complete us and equip us for every good work. Complete 
means mature. That's what the word means in scripture. So whether you need to get information you 
don't have, or whether you need to be completely smacked down or whether you just need a small 
course correction in your life so that you can carry out more of the commitments you have, well 
scripture can make you mature so that you will be up for whatever is required of you as a Christ 
follower.

All of those things Paul tells Timothy scripture is good for correction, reproof being admonished, 
teaching you how to be righteous, teaching you how to live the way Jesus would call you to live so that 
you can become mature, so that you don't collapse emotionally at every difficult thing that happens in 
your life, so that you don't feel lost and awash ,and one day things are going kind of good and so you 
feel good and the next day things are going kind of bad and so you feel kind of bad. That's immaturity. 
Spiritually we can get past that spiritually. We don't have to be a slave to the circumstances around us, 
but we need to rely on scripture to do that. Without scripture, we're not getting the information that we 
need. We're not getting the correction that we need. We're not getting the rebuke, the training that we 
need. We can't presume that we're gonna grow in our faith and yet not consult scripture. So scripture's 
important for that reason.

Scripture's also important because it brings spiritual power. Paul was writing to a church in the city of 
Ephesus and he said he was kind of using metaphors of different kinds of war clothing and relating them 
to certain aspects of being a Christian. He said, and take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
spirit. What is the sword of the spirit? The word of God later on. A writer in Hebrews says excuse me. 
The word of God is living and active. And it's sharper than any two edged sword pierces to the division 
of soul and spirit. It can cut right between your soul and spirit to the deepest parts of who you are; to 
your emotions, to your psychology, to your motivations.

It cuts through. This is a sword that doesn't just cut you, it can cut all the way through you all the way 
through to understanding hearts and intentions. This is what scripture can do. If we want the ability not 
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just to go through 2023 and get from point A to point B, not just survive but thrive in 2023. If we actually 
wanna overcome difficulties, scripture is what we need. Not just the existence of scripture in the world, 
but you and I need to be using scripture. Much of our spiritual life is spent fending off. And by the way, 
no matter what you believe or where you feel you are right now, you are on a spiritual journey and you 
do have a spiritual life and much of that spiritual life we spend fending off the dangers of temptation or 
materialism or cynicism. But if we want to strike a blow and not merely survive the world, but make the 
world a better place, we need the ability to go on the offensive scripture is that offensive weapon.

Scripture has that penetrating power. It can help us see through to the hearts of things and give us 
insights into people and illuminate the truth in our life. Scripture has that, but we have to familiarize 
ourselves with it. And when we do, that brings another thing which is confidence. Writing to Timothy 
again, Paul said, make sure work hard, be diligent to present yourself. Prove to God someone who 
doesn't have to be ashamed because you are rightly dividing because you are properly understanding. 
Scripture. The word of truth. Pressure comes from a lack of preparation. If you do, if you're doing 
something, you have to make a presentation at work or you have to do some activity and you're feeling 
a lot of pressure and nervousness about it, you can eliminate a lot of that by just making sure that you're 
prepared. Preparation eliminates pressure. And if we're prepared with scripture, we can feel confident 
when we go through life, when we go through the things we're gonna face this year, we don't have to be 
nervous or fearful 'cause we're not unprepared, because we have familiarized enough from enough with 
scripture that we can draw from it, that we can use it, that it can motivate us, it can turn us the right 
way, it can turn us away from the wrong way, it can lead us in the right direction.

And when we have that, when we have the knowledge of scripture and we can employ it confidently, 
that leads to wisdom. Wisdom. in Colossians Paul said, let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom. Because when the word of Christ is dwelling in you richly then you can teach, then you can 
admonish and you can do so through singing songs and hymns and spiritual songs and singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord. Don't you wanna be able to help others? Don't you wanna be able to sing 
with grace in your heart? To do that, you have to let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. You simply 
can't get good at being a Christian without scripture. You can't get good at the piano without practicing. 
No matter how bad you want to be a good piano player, you can't be good unless you practice.

If you want your heart to live the ways of Christ, to think the thoughts of Christ, to do the deeds of 
Christ, you can't just want that. You have to practice. And practice involves letting the word dwell in you 
richly. Reading it over and over and over again until it becomes part of who you are. Knowing something 
makes you smart. Knowing how to use that thing you know is what makes you wise. When we apply 
what we know, that's wisdom. Wisdom is the right application of knowledge. You can have all the 
knowledge in the world, but if you don't use it, it doesn't help you in life. So that doesn't happen. 
Wisdom doesn't come unless we internalize scripture. Way back in the time of Moses, 1500 years before 
Christ, he said these words that I'm giving you from God, these commands that I'm giving you today, 
that you need to put them in your heart.

You need to teach them diligently to your children. You need to talk about these things when you're 
sitting around the table in your house, when you're walking down the road, when you're getting ready 
to go to bed, when you're getting up in the morning, you need to be saturating yourself with the words 
of scripture, with what God's instructions are. The only way scripture can serve all of these functions is if 
we be, it becomes a regular part of our lives to the point that our spirits are saturated with it.

This is a big, I'm a college football fan and this was a big college football weekend for me. Go Irish. We 
finally won a bowl game and one of the best coaches said something this year that I had never heard 

anyone say before, but it really struck me. And he said, you don't get good at things by practicing until 
you get it right. Like we think practice until you get it right. He said, that's not what we teach. He says, 
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we practice until we can't get it wrong. Do you feel the differenc? In that practicing until I get it right 
versus practicing until I can't get it wrong, until it becomes second nature. We need scripture to be 
second nature to us. We need to be so familiar with it that it's our default setting so that we can execute 
the plays of scripture without really thinking about it anymore because we don't know any other way to 
do it. And that training process takes a long time and there's lots of mistakes along the way. But the goal 
is not to just occasionally get it right, the goal is to not be able to get it wrong. And that requires 
knowing scripture. So there's two things that I want to do to help you do that this year.

And the first initiative is something we're calling Scroll through the Bible. We're gonna spend the next 12 
weeks in our sermon series time doing a series called Scroll Through the Bible. Can you put that slide up 
there? I went over it before, which is we are gonna spend 12 weeks, the next three months getting an 
overview of the Bible, studying the Bible section by section. Obviously in the Bible there's a lot of 
chapters, there's a lot of words. Do you know how many words are in the Bible? A lot of words in the 
Bible. We're not gonna go over them all, but we're gonna do a beginning to end overview of scripture so 
that you can have confidence that you know the flow of scripture because the Bible is God's story, his 
involvement in our lives, what he's doing in the world, and what he's trying to tell us about himself.

And so we need to get familiar with that. And so we're gonna start assuming that you don't know much, 
we're gonna have an overview of what are the main things that this passage of scripture is about. Who 
are the main people that are involved? What is God trying to tell us about himself? And a couple other 
key questions. We ask the same questions over and over in every section until we get a little more 
familiar with it. We're gonna give you materials, we're gonna physically hand you a notebook. It'll be 
online for those of you who are watching at home. And after 12 weeks, you're gonna have a good 
general grasp of what goes on in scripture. So if scripture is gonna be the aid to you in 2023 that it wants 
to be, one of the things that you should do is be here.

Join us online so that you can understand and get a grasp of scripture. The Bible, especially if you're new 
to it, can be a really intimidating book, especially if you get it in the King James version. And especially if 
you start in Leviticus, you'll never get out alive. So we need to help you through that and we're gonna 
help you through that. If your impression is that the Bible is boring and just archaic and uses words that 
we don't use anymore, you're wrong. There is deep profound truth in scripture. We're gonna get you 
used to seeing how you can use it. And the second thing we're going to do is a program that we're 
gonna just call r t t for short, which is read through together. We are going to have, besides on Sunday 
mornings, our cultivate team is going to have a read through the Bible in a year program together.

So since Sunday comes on January 1st, it's a great opportunity for us to read through the Bible. Now 
more people have signed up for this program that are in this room this morning. There's a lot of people 
who are going to do this. We want you to read through the Bible, and this is gonna have a couple 
elements to it. One, we're gonna give you a schedule that is with the every day. So this Monday you 
read these four chapters, and Tuesday you read these four chapters, we're gonna tell you exactly what 
to read and we're gonna give you one day off a week if that's all God needed. That's all you need. One 
day off a week to read through these scriptures. And by the end of the year with just that little 15 or 20 
minute commitment every day, if you're not doing TikTok, you'll have that time, 15 or 20 minutes a day, 
you can read through the whole Bible in a year.

Now that's gonna be important for you in a lot of ways. One, that's an actual sacrifice of your time. 
You're actually showing God through something tangible that you're doing, that you wanna connect 
with him, that you wanna understand, that you wanna know him. And he will reward that kind of 
faithfulness, that kind of effort. God will, you will get more familiar with scripture. If you miss a day or 
you get a couple days behind, you're not supposed to feel bad about yourself. You're not supposed to 
quit and say, well, I'll try again in 2024. You just get back on, the goal is to get familiar with scripture, 
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start reading scripture on a daily basis and getting into that habit. But if you do 15 or 20 minutes a day, 
does anybody here not waste 15 minutes a day?

15 minutes a day? You can read through all of scripture in a year there. In this program, you're also 
gonna get notes. There's gonna be one page per week that's given you that they, they're gonna give you 
that kind of highlights a few of the things that you're gonna be reading in the upcoming week so you 
know what to look for and it's gonna help you understand the bigger picture. And maybe if there's a 
concept coming up that's gonna be challenging, that might cause you to drift off, they're gonna have 
given you some information about that. So you can have a head start and be prepared for that. We're 
gonna start a Facebook group so you can be in that and you can ask questions to each other and you 
say, Hey, I haven't read in four days. And so someone can say, you're a terrible person.

No. So they can encourage you and say, get back in there. I missed a couple days a few weeks ago, but 
I'm back in there. And I'm really glad that I have, if you've already signed up online. And like I said, 
literally more people have already signed up that are in this room. And if you haven't signed up, you can 
sign up online. All you have to do is go to bible@windycitycommunity church.org, bible@windy city 
community church.org. Just type in I'm in and you'll get all the information that you need. You'll have it 
there at your fingertips. You can print out hard copies of the schedule to read through the Bible year. 
We can have those for you. Take a picture of 'em on your phone, carry 'em with you.

And then if you're sitting on public transportation and you're waiting in line at the doctor or whatever, 
you can get your phone out. You can say, oh, today I'm supposed to be reading Leviticus nine. You can 
get your Bible app. If you don't have a Bible app, get a Bible app. Open that up and scroll through your 
Bible. You'll be amazed at how much scripture you can read in if you just make it a purposeful attempt. 
So we're gonna have all those kind of things and we're gonna have groups that are gonna get together. 
So in middle of February, we're gonna start a group, several groups, and we want you to join one of 
those groups. It's only gonna be an eight week commitment. So you're gonna get together and you're 
gonna go through a book of the Bible. We're gonna start with the book of James. Very practical, what do 
I do now book. It's about your personal discipleship. It's about cultivating your faith. So we're gonna go 
through that and you gotta, you can sign up and be a part of one of those groups. Find one that's close 
to your house and do that. Make scripture a priority in this year and your year will be better. Today is an 
invitation in this upcoming year. We invite you to spend some purposeful and consistent time in the 
word of God. I think if you look at it objectively and you say, if I dedicate 15 minutes a day to scripture, is 
that going to end up in the long run hurting me or helping me? Am I gonna get to the end of my life? Am 
I gonna get to the important moments in my life and wish, oh, I wish I hadn't spent 15 minutes on 
scripture last Tuesday.

Or is it more likely will be glad that those truths of God are saturating our heart, that the love of God is 
conscious in us when circumstances might be conspiring to make us feel like God doesn't love us. When 
you hit in a really emotional, difficult place, do you think you're gonna be happy that you haven't read 
scripture this year? Or do you think you'll be happier having some of the truths of scripture in your 
heart? People to talk about that with? I think you'll find that that 15 minutes a day is gonna be time 
really well spent. So as we start out this year with a new year, whether you're a New Year's resolution 
person or not this day, like every day is a great day to start getting familiar with the word of God and 
acquainting yourself with scripture. You want a goal? You want something to give you focus for this 
year. Read through the Bible, do it with us. Let's pray.

God, thanks for these moments in our schedule and our calendar that give us the idea of fresh starts 
and new beginnings and hopefulness. God, in this year, we do as a church want to know you. We want 
to take this treasure that you've per preserved in scripture over thousands of years, places scripture that 
was written in different places around the globe at different times by different people in different 
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cultures. Because your truth transcends all those things. Your truth is true in any culture. We can use it 
today. Your truth transcends time. It doesn't matter that some of it was written 3,500 years ago or 
2000 years ago. It's true today and we can benefit from it. We want to have a great year, God. And 
there's a part of us that wants to get to know you better. There's also a part of us that doesn't wanna 
work very hard at it. We want it to come easily. And if we're honest with ourselves, we know that's just 
not the way that it works. And so, God, I would ask that you would, in starting with this new year, that 
we'd have a new inspiration, a new desire to connect ourselves with you through scripture, familiarize 
ourselves to deeply get to know the truth that you teach us through your word. God. Scripture is so 
readily available to us in this part of the world at this time in history that we take it for granted.

That's it's in our pockets wherever we go. God help us to take advantage of that, to use that to 
familiarize ourself with your word. We have less excuse than any culture that's ever lived not to know 
your word. And we have more opportunity and privilege. So God help us take advantage of that this 
year. Pray that in Jesus name. Amen.




