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Pastor Steve:

We need to put the Christ back in Christmas at this time of year. There are always sermons by angry 
pastors all over America talking about how we have lost the true meaning of Christmas and how our 
nation and maybe even the whole world doesn't acknowledge Jesus as the reason for the season. 
Christmas has become sanitized, washed, cleaned of almost any reference to Jesus outside of the 
church.

Christmas is all sentimentality. And so the church is the only place that's left to emphasize the 
spirituality of the season. And if we trade the spirituality for sentimentality, where does the spiritual 
message come from, if not from the church? And just like you can't really have the kingdom without the 
king, neither can you take Christ out of Christmas without cheapening what it means. Even a manger 
display out in public these days evokes anger in some people. Just about the only place you can even 
have a major scene in public anymore is when you're using it to save your parking dibs. And even then 
they don't want Jesus in there. Look at that.

I agree. We have to focus on keeping the Christ in Christmas. Amen. And that is not what I want to talk 
about today. I don't wanna talk about putting Christ back in Christmas. I wanna talk about putting the 
"mess" back in Christ-mess. I wanna put the mess back in Christ-mess and let me explain what I mean. 
When we focus on the sentimental and the sappy part of Christmas, we take the mess out of Christmas, 
and Christmas is full of mess and the Christ-mess message needs to be, needs to be reclaimed. The 
Christ-mess needs the message of this mess. Or also all we are left with is this diluted sentimentality of 
smiling people with nothing, to back it up. And with no awareness of sin, there is no Christmas without 
Christ. But there is no Christ-mess without the mess. And so I wanna remind you of the mess of 
Christmas and I wanna remind you of it in four ways.

First, we can put the mess back in Christ-mess when we put Herod back in Christmas. When you guys 
are telling the Christmas story, or singing carols. We don't sing much about Herod. How many in the 
songs in the great Christmas? And I love singing those Christmas carols. They're so good. You guys did 
such a great job on them. How many mentions of Herod were in there? Now, Herod's tough to rhyme 
with. That's true. But I don't think that's why he's left out. Herod the Great doesn't usually come up in 
the Christmas story because we've cleaned up the story. We've sentimentalized the story as, as if we 
believe now that when Jesus came to earth, everyone said, oh, thank goodness, this is great. Well, let's 
take a little look at Matthew chapter two.

Now, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, behold wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem saying, where is he who has been born the king of the Jews, for we have 
seen his star in the east and we have come to worship him. When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled and all Jerusalem with him. You know the saying, right, if mom ain't happy, ain't nobody 
happy. Same with the king. So when he had gathered all of his chief priests and scribes and the people 
and his cabinet together, he inquired of them where this Christ was going to be born. And then they 
give him a report. And then having heard the information, Herod secretly calls the wise men together 
and figured out from them what time this indication of Christ coming had appeared. And so he said to 
them, go to Bethlehem and search. He said to go there and search carefully for the young child. And 
when you have found the child, bring him back to me so that I can come and worship him also.

And so they go and they find the young savior. But being divinely warned, being told by God in a dream 
not to go back to Herod and report Jesus' whereabouts, they departed for their own country another 
way. And when they had departed, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and he told 
Joseph, take Jesus, take Mary and go to Egypt. You need to flee. You need to become an immigrant in 
another country because Herod wants to kill Jesus. And so they got up and they took Jesus and he took 
Jesus and Mary by night and departed for Jesus. And he, they stayed in Egypt until the death of Herod. 
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And this actually fulfills something that was prophesied in the Old Testament about calling his son out of 
Egypt. Now Herod when he saw that he had been deceived by the wise men was exceedingly angry.

And he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all of its districts 
from two years old and under, according from the time that he was able to determine from the wise 
men. This also fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy, this one from the book of Jeremiah that said that 
there was, A voice heard weeping in Rama, a lamentation great mourning, Rachel reaping, weeping for 
her children, refusing to be comforted because they are no more.

In the sanitized, sentimental, cleaned up version of Christmas, we see gifts and wise men in this story, 
and we forget about the Christ-mess of Herod's murderous rage. So opposed was Herod to the coming 
of Jesus into this world that this guy tried to kill him by killing anyone who was born in the same two-
year period that he thought Jesus might be born in. This was not unusual for Herod. It's not recorded in 
scripture, but we know from history that many years before, Herod, when feeling that his power had 
been challenged, killed many members of his own family, including his wife, to consolidate his power. 
Herod was a mess, Herod's rivalry, suspicion, murder, anguish, paranoia. This is what met the birth of 
Jesus.

Jesus was a threat to Herod. And in order for Herod to be able to maintain the status quo and keep his 
position of power in the face of this born king, Herod responded violently. It wasn't sweet and cuddly at 
all. It was ugly. It was Joseph and Mary and baby Jesus getting wrapped up in the middle of the night so 
they could flee to another country because they were in fear of their lives. It was a mess for them. The 
sentimentality and the goodwill that we experience, Joseph didn't experience that and Mary didn't 
experience that for long. It was a mess. This is the real environment around which Christ was born. This 
is the context, this is the backstory. This is the mess. We need to put the mess back in Christ-mess if 
we're gonna understand.

Speaker 4:

And that leads us to the second really important point is if we really want to recognize Christmas for 
what it is, the Christ-mess that it is, we have to put sin back in Christmas. In announcing the birth of 
Christ to Joseph and to the, the angel of the Lord said that Mary's going to bring forth a son and you're 
going to call his name Jesus. He is going to save the people from their sins. In some of the older hymns. 
And we sang one today, the Christmas carols, we hear about sin a little bit, but sin isn't a very 
Christmasy message. No one wants to acknowledge the mess of sin. But Jesus came in response to that 
mess. And the mess of sin that Jesus came into 2,000 years ago endures today. All the talk of joy and 
peace and candy cane and tinsel and office parties and egg nogs and trips to the malls to see Santa and 
retail holiday cheer and bright lights and stockings and debates over whether Die Hard is really a 
Christmas movie or not. <Laugh>, yes, yes. No,It totally is.

This all serves to cover up the message of the mess. Jesus came to save the people from their sins, from 
their brokenness, from their mess. That's the world Jesus came into and the world was and remains a 
mess. Jesus came in response to a sinful world. And that sinful world responded to his coming by hating 
him. John records first in John chapter one that Jesus came to his own but his own, his own creation did 
not receive him. And here's the really dastardly part about it. Here's the condemnation of the world, 
that the light, Jesus Christ has come into the world and people preferred darkness to light. And why do 
people prefer darkness to light? Because their deeds are evil. Everyone practicing evil hates the light 
and doesn't want to come to the light because they don't want their sin to be exposed.

Everyone likes the Christmas lite version of Jesus coming, and yet we miss sin. And if we really want to 
understand Christmas, we have to remind ourselves of Christ-mess. The mess. He came. So let's put the 
mess back in Christ-mess. We gotta put herd back in Christmas. We gotta put sin back in Christmas and 
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we gotta put the pig people back in Christmas. What about the pig people? Do you ever think about the 
pig people at Christmas? In Matthew Chapter? Now, what is Christmas, right? Christmas is Jesus 
breaking into the world. God incarnate coming into our world and we're, and our receiving of him. But 
we have this fascinating story in Matthew chapter eight, where Jesus came to this town. And in this 
town there was a man who had been terrorizing the citizens of the town, the citizens of town were 
afraid of him because he was possessed strongly by demons and he was hurting himself violently.

He was menacing people. They were afraid to walk down the street when he was near them. And Jesus 
came to town and Jesus cured this man. Jesus cast out the demons out of this man, but the demons, 
Jesus sent the demons into a group of pigs that were nearby. And so now the man is free from the 
demons, but the pigs are full of demons and the pigs run off the side of a cliff and plunge into the water. 
And now the people have either the celebration of a newly freed man or the complaining about the loss 
of their pigs. And what do the pig people focus on? Their loss. There's no celebration over the fact that 
this man who had been bound by demons is now free, that they can now walk the street unaccosted. 
There's no celebration of that. They are so angry that they ask Jesus to leave.

"Oh God, here, you've introduced yourself into the world and you're bringing freedom, and you're 
bringing salvation and you're helping us. Could you do us a favor and just move on to the next town? 
Please". There's no warm reception for Jesus here. Even when he is doing something freeing and 
miraculous, the pig people need to be represented. We have to remember that the reception of Jesus 
isn't always so charming. It wasn't always so loving. Jesus at his birth was faced with murderous threats. 
Jesus in his life, the coming of God into this world was faced with rejection by the world that he had 
created and the very people he wanted to serve and did in fact serve rejected him because he was an 
interruption to their life. That's a mess. And we need to put the mess back in Christ-mess.

Pastor Steve:

Here's one other group that needs to get put back. Not just the pig people, not just the sinners, not just 
Herod. Here's one more group that needs to be put in, and that's the Pharisees. Not a lot of Christmas 
carols about the Pharisees. And you would've thought that Jesus would find a warm reception among 
the religious people of the day, right? The Pharisees were the religious leaders of the day. And after all, 
here came Jesus displaying great warmth, displaying a great depth of knowledge of the Old Testament, 
which they valued so highly. He had great wisdom in his teaching. People were being drawn to hear 
what Jesus had to say. Jesus commenting on the Old Testament. You would think these people would be 
thrilled to receive Jesus the incarnation, the coming of God into their world. And yet the big, Jesus 
experienced a bigger conflict with the Pharisees than he did with anybody else. He said stuff about the 
Pharisees that he didn't say about the worst sinners of the time and the Pharisees, they didn't care 
much for Jesus either. What was their reception of Christ among us? God coming to us to save us? Then 
the Pharisees went out and plotted against him how they might destroy him. He was rejected in the one 
place and by the one group of people where you'd expect him to find acceptance. This is a mess that 
Jesus came into. Hte sentimental mush of Christmas, which is nice and it's joyful and it's fun, and I have 
nothing really against it except when it distracts us from the underlying mess that Christ came to 
address. Christ's initial coming wasn't greeted with just joy and fun and celebration. The idea of Christ 
breaking into our world is disruptive. And sometimes our reaction to what's disruptive is ugly and 
violent and fearful.

I don't have to stretch the metaphor too far to suggest to you that when Christ wants to break into your 
world, your life, the place where you reign, some people accept Jesus, relatively few with joy and 
happiness, thankful that he's there to address their sin. Most of us, at least on our initial exposure to 
Jesus, reject, push back, criticize, find faults, because the intrusion of Jesus, God, from that world into 
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our world, even our little tiny kingdoms of ourselves where we reign, is a threatening and frightful 
prospect. Just like Jesus' initial coming to earth, wasn't all moonlight and roses, neither is that the 
reception he gets from us? Sometimes when we are confronted with the truth of the gospel, that Jesus 
came to save sinners and we are all counted among those, the mess needs to be in Christ-mess. The 
mess. Have you ever thought about this? The mess is why we need a messiah. Where do you think the 
word messiah comes from? It comes from mess. God and Jesus, were having a conversation. This is in a 
different part of your Bible that you don't have. "And God said, the world is really in trouble. And Jesus 
said, it's a real mess-I-a better get down there and do something about it.

The coming of Jesus to save the world means the world needs saving. The world is a mess. It always has 
been. We think the mess is what we clean up, the wrappers that we clean up after presents on 
Christmas. Cleaning up the mess is Christmas. The Christmas mess is a world and individuals who are in 
rebellion to God that hate the thought of him even coming to the earth He created. In real time, they 
hated the idea of Jesus coming into the world so much that they tried to assassinate him over and over 
again before they finally got it right.

The bad news is that we are people who need saving. The good news is that God thinks we are people 
worth saving. And so Christ transforms Christmas, a day acknowledging the birth and the love and the 
salvation of our savior because we need one. We're gonna sing a couple more songs to celebrate that 
now. But as just before we do, I want you to pray with me. The fun part of the story is always when the 
hero rides into town, but they never need a hero to ride into town unless there's a problem. We have to 
remember at least momentarily at Christmas that Christ came, Christ wrote into town, He was born. He 
went from his world in heaven to our world here because there was a mess.

Nobody likes acknowledging a mess. We don't like to acknowledge it in our houses. We don't like to 
acknowledge it in our personal lives. And yet the reason that Jesus comes to the world and wants to 
come into your life is to address the mess. Pretending that there isn't a mess doesn't help us 
understanding that the reason for Christ coming is to address the mess. To put the mess back in 
Christmas is the only hope we have for seeing him for who he is and what we need. Yeah, you're a mess. 
So am I. And Jesus came for you. Isn't that great news?

Speaker 4:

Let's pray. God, thank you for this message. Thank you for the truth that you loved us so much in our 
messy condition, that you came into the world. You love us so much as individuals, that you are willing 
to come into our messy world. And God, we acknowledge that either before we come into relationship 
with you, often we might reject you and maybe even violently, but even as believers sometimes we 
fight against what you want to do in our lives. We push back against your control because we like the 
status quo that we have in our lives. God, we confess these things and we confess these things boldly 
and happily because you love us anyway. You love us so much that Jesus came, broke into our world to 
bring salvation broke into our lives, to bring salvation. This is a mess worth remembering. We thank you, 
God, we are a mess worth redeeming. And so as we enter now, fully thrown it into this Christmas week, 
God, we thank you in Jesus name for his coming, for his birth, for all it entails and all that flows from it. 
It's a wonderful season. It's a wonderful invasion to celebrate. Thank you Jesus for taking on our mess. 
Amen.


