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Pastor Steve:

Church, we're so glad that you are here. Uh, I know it's been a whole week since you've seen me, or two 
weeks since you've seen me, so I'll remind you. I'm Steve, I'm one of the pastors here and I'm glad to be 
back in talking with you. We had, uh, we were on vacation last week and you know that awful situation 
where you go to someone's house after they've been on vacation and they show you a bunch of 
vacation pictures, <laugh>, well, you are about to live it. So, I wanna show you a couple things. Now, 
there is actually going to be a point. There is, uh, something really meaningful that happened and I am 
hoping to be able to share it with you. But first I wanna share with you a couple things. Uh, Kelly and I, 
along with Steve and Carrie and their children, we went to Dubai, which is about oh, 14 hours by plane 
away.

Jet lag is real by the way. So, uh, you know, so if I fall asleep while I'm talking, just please let yourself off 
quietly. So there's a few cultural sites I need to go to, uh, every time I travel, those of you who have 
been at this church know it. Uh, sometimes they're hard to find, but I just feel better when I can find a 
McDonald's and eat a real meal. So that was a McDonald's that we found, but that wasn't the most 
memorable meal that we had. They have a thing in Dubai, and I guess they have this in other cities too, 
called Dinner in the Sky, which is where they put you in seats that look sort of like movie theater seats. 
They strap you in around the table, about 16 people, and they lift you by crane 150 feet into the air.

And that's where you have your dinner. There's no floor. The, the chefs are hooked to the frame of it in 
case there was any problem. And you sit at around the table and you eat this dinner that they make you 
and it was really beautiful. You get to see a great view of the, the skyline. Is it a little bit scary when you 
first get up there, Maybe, a little <laugh>. Um, you can see the one behind us. There's two cranes. So 
you can see kind of what we look like. Kellye's face is mostly mocking fear and partly because while we 
were up there 150 feet in the air, she dropped a knife and it wasn't like a plastic knife that floated off. It 
was a metal knife that went straight down and luckily no one was standing underneath. But um, that 
was genuine relief and panic in her face.

Um, 85 degrees and sunny every day there. So we could only take that for about three or four days. And 
then we found our way into their indoor ski mountain. Have you heard of this? Yes. In the mall where 
they have the world's largest shopping mall, this is actually a different mall, but it has an indoor ski 
slope. We went in there that was very fun and we were cold and it reminded us of home. And then in 
the mall, they also have an indoor scuba diving. Like this thing is massive. This is just one panel and they 
have sharks in there. And I was able to go scuba diving in there, which I like to do a lot. And Kellye was 
able to watch me from the mall. If you look close, as you can see Kellye, you can look through and you 
can see me going like this, uh, in the background.

And if you look behind that, you can see a store. It's just the shopping in a mall and you go school scuba 
diving. It was really pretty cool. Uh, we had some really great, we had a really great time with the 
Fahkoury family and we got to eat some really good food. This was probably the best meal we had, but 
this wasn't the best thing that Kellye ate. Um, look at this picture. Look at this picture of her. Like look 
how happy she looks with this caramel, vanilla, chocolate Oreo crumble shake. Like, have you ever seen 
a face that joyful and that happy like, just as an matter of comparison, here's her at our wedding 
<laugh>.

So, you know, she liked that milkshake, <laugh>. Um, but what I really wanna talk to you about is 
something that I, um, did while I was there and I told you I was gonna do, which was my skydiving 
adventure. And I don't want to just talk about it because I did it. I know many of you have done things 
far more interesting and far more adventurous than this. And um, you have, you know, better vacation 
stories to tell. But there was something in this that I thought was a really good reminder of some 
Christian life illustrations and it's a good way to explain it. And I wanted to share it with you at least a 
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couple of the lessons that I learned from going skydiving. Um, now these things that I want to talk to 
you about are true in the gospel, true about the good news of Jesus Christ.

And I happen to find some crossover expressions of those truths in this skydiving experience. It's not as 
if I found these truths in skydiving and then scrambled through scripture to try to fight, make them 
match up. And this is an analogy like the parables of Jesus, where he tried to explain the kingdom of God 
by telling stories. I hope to explain what is really an important part of the Christmas season and what 
each of us, at least in part is here for this morning, uh, by using this skydiving illustration. Now, I don't 
know why you're here this morning and I don't know what you know, but I hope that when you leave 
here in a few minutes, you are going to at least have an image and a picture and an understanding of 
what scripture teaches we need to have to be rightly related to God through Jesus Christ. The Christmas 
season celebrates the coming of Jesus Christ. We've talked at length in the last couple months about 
why he came and we'll talk about it a little more in a second. But the connection with God that we 
desire through Jesus Christ and that we desire comes through Jesus Christ. And I wanna show you this 
illustration and let me just show you quickly about 40 seconds of a video clip. Um, this is me getting 
ready to do my sky dive. And again, this is an illustration

That when the drought gets too bad, they make their own clouds. Did you know that they make their 
own clouds, they take a drone, they shoot something up in the sky and then they shoot something else 
into that cloud and they make it rain in the desert. We didn't get to see that because it wasn't too hot. 
But I wanna describe to you a little bit about the skydiving, just how it works. So you start on the ground 
and they give you some instruction procedures and some safety tips and what to expect. And then as 
you saw, we get into the plane and we get in our, on our bench and we sit there and I was sitting 
straight across from that cargo door that you saw me go into. So I went right through that cargo door 
and sat straight across from it. We took off and we got about 2000 feet into the sky and then 
unexpectedly. And you never wanna tell a skydiving story in which you say and then unexpectedly, but it 
was unexpected to me that they opened the cargo door and it stayed open for several minutes while we 
were climbing. I later asked, what's the purpose of opening the cargo door while we're flying? And he 
said, cuz it's fun. <laugh>

Opinions differ, <laugh>, it was, I wasn't expecting it. And we kept going up and it was, I mean the plane 
is not very wide you know, 10 feet away is this open door <laugh>. So that was really it. So I'm gonna 
talk more about that in a second. This was my dive guide, Sergei. So once we got near our dive height of 
13,000 feet, Sergei pulled me onto his lap just like a Santa at a mall. And it's a tandem dive, right? I don't 
have a parachute. He has the parachutes. So I have to get connected to him. So he's sitting on the bench 
and I'm sitting next to him and we finally get up to our diving height. He pulls me onto his lap and he 
clips, he clips two shoulder harnesses on me. He clipped, yeah, you're loving this. Yeah, I know you're 
taking, this is giving you memories.

He's got two by his hips and he clips those on me. And we are now, for all intents and purposes, one 
person making one jump. There's two of us. And he knows what he's doing. I don't know what I'm doing, 
but I'm trusting him. The cargo door opens again, the light goes from red to yellow to green and the 
cargo door opens. And this time it's for realzies. We were first, we were the first jumpers to go. Now 
before we jumped, there was another guy and this guy was cool, his name was Sebastian and he was the 
photographer, the video guy. And he wore one of those like winged suits. So he, it was like he was flying, 
he could control his dissent. He was just sitting in the sky taking pictures. It was amazing. So he was a 
very outgoing, very friendly guy.

And um, he got us all excited about going. And so he jumps first and then as he's going out, like he, he 
doesn't have anyone attached to him. He's just a photographer. And then I'm gonna be first with my 
guide Sergei. And as Sebastian is going out, he fist bumps me and he says to me, smile banana. Now 
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smile banana is what they say to everybody over and over again. Smile. Cause they want you to smile for 
the picture. And banana is because that's the body position you're supposed to have when you're in the 
air. You're supposed to be kind of face down, but your head is up and your feet are up kind of like a 
banana. So he says smile banana. And he jumps out of the plane and, and a second later, Sergei and I 
are jumping out together out of an airplane from the sky. <laugh>,

Here's the first thing that I learned from this. When you share a chute, you share a fate. He and I were 
tied together. Whatever was gonna happen to him was gonna happen to me. Now I know that some of 
you might consider tandem skydiving as a lesser sort of skydive, that it's not you doing it yourself. But let 
me ask you this question. If when I had gone skydiving and the shoot had not opened, we had been 
unsuccessful, what would the headline have been? <laugh> American goof dies in skydiving accident. So 
it's skydiving. That's a fact. But the only way an unqualified person like me can go skydiving is if I'm 
attached to someone who is qualified. This is what's called a tandem jump. He's literally on my back 
clipped to me at shoulders and hips. He's in charge. I have put my faith in him. We are in this together. 
He is stuck with me and I am stuck with him. I'm sure you can see the spiritual analogy here. Salvation, 
getting right with God is like a tandem skydive. Sergei in this analogy is Jesus. We are connected to him 
and the attachment is faith. When we clip our destiny to Christ by grace through faith, we are secure. 
We may not know what we're doing, but he does. We may be scared and I'm gonna show you a picture 
of what scared looks like in a second.

But he wasn't scared. But here's the truth. The only thing that is gonna happen to us is going to happen 
to us together. His jump is gonna end the same way as my jump. And my jump is gonna say end the 
same way as his jump. We shared a destiny. When we are attached to Christ by faith, we share a 
destiny, we share his eternity. Our success doesn't depend upon on how good we are. It depends on 
how good he is. Our right relationship to God. How we connect with God is all about Jesus Christ and 
what he did and not us and what we do. Can I get an amen? Amen. Sometimes we walk through life and 
we think that we can be good enough, that we are qualified enough, that we can be good enough, we 
can obey enough of the rules, we can do enough of the rituals and whatever it is that might satisfy God, 
that we can pull that off on our own.

But we can't. And doing something like tandem skydiving reminded me of that. And it leads me to this 
other spiritual truth that I discovered is I had to exercise faith in Sergei, right? Faith is a conviction of a 
fact you haven't experienced yet. And I wanna unpack this a little bit. And again, I hope the spiritual 
analogy will become clear. I made a choice but I didn't choose to trust myself and there's no reason I 
should. If I went up in that airplane by myself and jumped out without training, without qualifications, 
without knowing what I doing, you wouldn't applaud me. You wouldn't think it was brave. You would 
think it was reckless and stupid. And it would be. To make this jump, I had to put my faith in someone 
else, someone who did know what he was doing. But that doesn't make my faith in him, my trust in him, 
blind trust, trust or faith often gets knocked in our world because they think people think it's mindless or 
blind or non-intellectual or even anti-intellectual. But nothing could be farther from the truth. What 
makes more sense in a skydiving scenario? Me jumping out on my own or me jumping out attached to 
someone else I have faith in, of course that makes more sense. Faith is necessary, but faith in and of 
itself is not a virtue. If my faith to skydive would be in myself alone, no matter how much I believed in 
myself, no matter how strong my faith is, it wouldn't matter. It wouldn't save me because I didn't know 
what I was doing and I wasn't qualified to do it.

Ultimately, the strength of our faith doesn't matter. What matters is the worthiness of the object of our 
faith. We are told many times that it doesn't matter what we believe in as long as we really believe it. 
Have you ever heard that in a spiritual context? Malarkey. It absolutely matters what you believe in and 
who you believe in. It wouldn't have mattered how strongly I believed if I had jumped out before he 
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clipped in cuz I didn't have a chute. I could have believed with all of my mind and heart and soul and 
everything that I could make it. But the strength of my faith, isn't the issue? It is the object of my faith. 
And whether or not Sergei is worthy of me putting my life in his hands. And it doesn't matter if I'm up in 
that plane attached to him and I'm a little scared or a lot scared, his qualifications is going to determine 
my fate.

Now I would just be trading one worthless faith, the worthless faith in myself for another if I tied myself 
to Sergei and he didn't know what he was doing. And so they spend time telling you, he tells you about 
his credentials and how long he's been diving and how he's taken every class available and he knows, 
um, what's going on. He's never lost anybody. He's dove thousands of times. He's made successful 
jumps all over the world. He's got the training, he's got the certification, he's got the documents. Me 
trusting my jump to him is faith and that it's something I haven't experienced yet. And yet it's not blind 
faith, it's actually smart faith. It's actually well-placed trust because he knows what he's doing.

The same thing is true spiritually. The question is not the strength of your faith or my faith. The question 
is the worthiness of the object that we put our faith in. And scripture teaches that the object of our faith 
is Jesus Christ and that we are called in order to get right with God, to clip ourselves to Christ because 
he knows what he's doing, because he's qualified. He's gone through this journey, the journey of life. 
He's gone through an even more important journey, the journey of death. And he's survived it. And so 
when we are attached to him, we get what he gets. His fate is our fate. So all that really matters is 
whether or not he's trustworthy because whatever his fate is gonna be is going to be ours.

So we jump. Now the last thing that I'm told before I jump is what? Smile. Banana. Here's what they 
don't tell you <laugh>. That when you smile at 120 miles an hour of wind washing against your face, you 
look like a deranged lunatic <laugh>. So in this picture, you're gonna see here in a second, in the first 
part of this video, you're going to see a deranged lunatic, partially scared and partially because the wind 
is sucking the smile back to my ears. And so, um, Sebastian jumps out or says smile, banana jumps out. 
We, me and Sergei go to the edge of the plane. He taps me on the shoulder, tells me to smile, and here 
we go.

And then for no discernible reason, he does a flip. And now we are free falling at 120 miles an hour, 
what they call terminal velocity. And there's what you look like when you're doing that. Why does the 
instructor wear a helmet? And not me? I don't know. I don't know. But he looks cool and I look like an 
idiot. <laugh>. I don't think it was a safety thing, but I'm a little scared. I'm brand new. I don't know what 
I'm doing. My faith is completely in his hands and the fact that I'm clipped to him. And in that moment 
when you're edging out of an airplane like we've all gotten on airplanes, you're not supposed to get off 
of them this way, <laugh>. When you're standing at the edge of that, a little doubt crept into my mind. 
But at that point, it wasn't the strength of my faith because my faith was really low. I was really starting 
to reconsider.

But it wasn't about the strength of my faith, it was about the worthiness of the object of my faith. And 
that is also true in spiritually. Look, it's hard to trust your, to put your trust outside of yourself, to have a 
right relationship with God. There's something in us that says, I can do this, I can earn this, I can make 
this about me. I can be good enough. And there's a part of our brain where that makes sense. And if it 
has to do with us as the object, we are gonna have a result that we're not going to care for. And we 
might be a little nervous, we might be a little shy to step out into that faith in Jesus Christ. But it isn't 
about the strength of our faith. That's why Jesus can say things like, I promise you, even if you have a 
little bit of faith, faith the size of the mustard sea, the smallest seed that they had, you can do amazing 
things because it isn't the strength of your faith that makes surviving the jump possible. It doesn't make, 
it's not the strength of your faith that makes the right relationship with God through Jesus Christ, 
effective. It's Jesus Christ and who he is and what he does.
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So as I said, we free fall at 120 miles an hour and you fall at that speed for about 10 seconds. And then 
you reach what's called maximum speed or terminal velocity. And we do that for less than a minute. For 
about 55 seconds, we are banana smiling our way straight toward the earth from 13,000 feet. And then 
the parachute opens. Once the parachute opened something. What is, it's the bei principle. What is it 
called? Bern Principle. Now I could explain this to you, <laugh>. I could explain to you how the parachute 
works by unpacking this formula for you. This is what controls ascent. And I mean decent, this is the 
form, the mathematical formula for it. I don't know what this means. I, I can't explain this to you, but I 
know it works. And you know how I know it works Cuz here I am <laugh> uns smashed.

This is a fact. This principle is a fact. It was a fact before I jumped, but it was a fact I hadn't experienced 
yet. I couldn't say from experience I knew this to be true. I didn't know it until I jumped. It's a faith I ex, 
it's a, it's a fact. I accept by faith without any firsthand knowledge. But faith doesn't mean it doesn't 
have a basis. In fact, we're in science and we might not be able to explain fully all the elements of the 
formula of salvation. How somehow when Christ was on the cross, our sins, even though we hadn't 
been born yet, were transferred onto him. And whatever punishment our sins deserved was taken out 
on Christ and he was punished for our sins. And that when he died, the penalty of sin was paid. And 
when he was buried, those sins, yours and mine that were on him while he was on the cross, were 
buried with him. And when God raised him to new life, he was free of that sin because he had already 
paid the penalty of sin, which is death. He had already gone through that, survived that jump. And now 
God resurrected him from the dead, free from sin. Now nothing can make him die again. And he lives 
eternally in heaven with God. That's the formula. I don't know all of what the explanation is, but that's 
how it works. And when we are clipped into Christ, we experience the same thing that he does. And that 
means that when we're, our sins are on the cross and the sins are punished, our sins are punished When 
he dies to those sins, since he's burying our sins and not his own, our sins are punished and paid for. And 
when the resurrection comes and Jesus, or excuse me, God shows that he approves of Jesus' sacrifice by 
raising him from the dead, that shows that we are raised to eternal life free from the penalty of our sins. 
That's the formula.

And it's a fact that we haven't experienced yet. We haven't realized fully what it means to die and yet be 
alive, more alive than we've ever been in heaven. We haven't experienced that yet. But it's still a fact. 
It's just a fact that we haven't fully come across yet. As we talk about connecting ourselves with Jesus 
Christ by faith, don't make the mistake of thinking that faith means wishful thinking or an absence of 
reason or evidence. We have reason to believe that Jesus can guide us through life, through death into 
eternity with God. And the reason that we have to believe that he can do that for us is because he did it 
himself. He survived that jump. And we have every reason to believe that attached to him we can too.

Why don't people skydive? If it's a mathematical certainty that you're gonna, that this is gonna work, 
why don't people skydive? Why did I make that face? Fear. Plain and simple. As odd as it is, self-trust is 
more fearful. Now some of you might say, well, don't get up in the plane, but we are all in a plane. Like 
life is the plane and we are all gonna descend to death one day. That's not something we can avoid. The 
question that we need to be asking ourselves is how do we survive that fall? How do we survive the end 
of what we call life through death into life eternal. People sometimes outside of Christianity, it doesn't 
make sense to them why we've jumped into Christianity. Some people looking up at an airplane 
wouldn't under don't understand why someone would jump out of one when you're outside.

And it's hard to understand what happens when you're inside it. And people outside of the faith look at 
our ideas that we should attach ourselves to Christ. And it sounds kind of nebulous and weird and 
they're not really sure. And so they're afraid to put their trust, their eternal faith into the hands, into the 
body, into the sacrifice of someone else. But it's not a lack of evidence that makes anyone, maybe even 
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some of you that are here today or some of you that are watching, it's not lack of evidence that really 
keeps you from doing it. It's really fear. Fear in the unknown.

Some people say that we latch onto Christ, we latch onto religion out of fear or as a crutch. But actually 
the people who take the jump aren't the ones who are afraid. What keeps people from making the 
jump, attaching to Jesus Christ is fear. We dress it up as reason. We dressed it up as logic, but it's really 
fear. From outside Christianity, the fear makes jumping into what we have. Look dumb. But there are 
some things you can only learn by doing. You can only properly evaluate them and experience them 
from the inside. Who trusts a food critic who goes to the restaurant but doesn't eat the meal? Who 
trusts the theater critic, who writes about a play he's never seen? Some things only make sense when 
you're inside of it and the faith isn't a lack of evidence. The faith is jumping in something that's a fact 
that you haven't yet experienced. And fear keeps us from doing that. But the result of jumping without 
being attached to Christ is so much greater. Here's one other thing I thought about and I did think about 
this while I was on the plane. The kingdom of God. You thought, I forgot about the kingdom of God. I 
spent a couple months since our couple weeks since we talked about that.

The sky diver Sergei, why does he skydive? Does Sergei skydive for me? Is that why he took up 
skydiving? Is that why he does it? He doesn't do it for me. He dives for him. He loves it. It's his calling, 
it's his passion. It's what he wants to do. Now, along the way, he wants to share his passion with as 
many people as possible. He didn't dive for me. He dives for his own purposes, but he's happy to let me 
share in his passionate pursuit of his purpose. Does that make sense? The owner of the skydiving place, 
doesn't need me. So that he can skydive. He could skydive on his own. He opens the place and makes it 
available to other people so that they can share in the experience. If the owner doesn't up, doesn't open 
up the skydiving place, I don't get this experience. They don't need us. And in fact, their skydiving 
experience would probably be a lot more pleasurable without us. They could have a lot more fun 
skydiving on their own without us, but they want us to experience what they had found. And so they're 
willing to bring us along. This is what they were born to do.

Jesus didn't come to earth. And at Christmas, when we talk about the incarnation, Jesus Christ coming 
from heaven to earth, bringing the kingdom of God, his purpose was to bring the kingdom of God. Jesus 
didn't come to save me, he didn't come for me. He came to bring the kingdom of God. He had a bigger, 
universal, eternal purpose. That is his calling. That is his passion. Along the way, Jesus wants to bring as 
many others along and share his destiny with him as possible. It is his purpose that makes him do it. It is 
his purpose that made Jesus jump to this earth. He was much more comfortable in heaven. He didn't 
come to do that for us. He came to do that, to bring the kingdom of God so that we could realize the 
experience of life as it was meant to be.

I imagine there are other ways that Jesus could have established and brought the kingdom of God, but 
those ways wouldn't include us. He did it in the only way that does. On Christmas. God opens up on 
earth of this business where Jesus makes it available for us to experience the benefits of who he is and 
what he gets because he is obedient to God's will. He dives onto the cross for us so that we can avoid a 
fate that we can never avoid on our own. Christmas marks the time when that gets real, when God's 
plan that had been in heaven actually finds footing on earth.

It's really, is really a beautiful view. It's about this time that I pulled it together a little bit. It took about 
20 seconds, but look at the view. And eventually he kept begging me and I eventually took my arms out 
and banana-ed my way down. It was really an amazing experience. It was a sight to see and despite the 
fact that it looks goofy. It really was at this point, fun. And then finally the shoot goes up. We we float 
up. And the rest of it was about three minutes of just coasting down very slowly to earth before a 
landing fofter than anything you could imagine. It was really easy. And afterwards, I was super happy, 
<laugh> and Sergei. And I took a picture Now who accomplished something in this picture? <laugh>, 
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who was the only one that did anything worth noticing? Sergei. But look at the smile on my face when I, 
you know, when I come back, I say, Hey, I went skydiving. I didn't do anything. I clipped myself onto 
someone who knew how to do something.

We put our faith in Jesus Christ. We're not doing something. We're attaching ourselves to someone who 
is doing something, who did something. Amen. And we get to experience all of that. Scripture says that 
we are co-heirs with Jesus Christ. Whatever Jesus Christ gets from God, we get from God. Can you 
imagine that? What is Jesus Christ gonna experience? What is God's opinion of Jesus Christ? How firmly 
rooted in God's love is Jesus Christ. That's what you are gonna experience. That's what we have. That's 
how firmly rooted you and I are in God's love when we are attached to Jesus Christ. If you watched 
Sergei and I falling out of the sky, you couldn't differentiate one from the other. We were in it together. 
And when we are attached with Jesus Christ, we are in it together. And we will experience what he 
experiences.

The bottom of life is gonna fall out on all of us. Everyone jumps into death. But if you jump with Jesus, 
you find a thrill in life and a safe landing in eternity. You know what the scariest part of the whole jump 
was for me? The scariest part was that moment we were on the ascent, and they opened that cargo 
door for no apparent reason. I was sitting right across from it. And I wasn't clipped into Sergei yet. If the 
plane would've suddenly rolled, if there had been turbulence, you don't know, if something would've 
happened. I'm out that door without a shoot and Eric is back here preaching again this week. <laugh>.

That was scary. I didn't know it was gonna happen. I wasn't expecting it. The people that were in the 
back of the plane, in the tail of the plane, they didn't care that the cargo door opened. They weren't 
gonna get sucked out of it. <laugh> from where they were. It was just me. I was sitting right across from 
it and I wasn't ready. I wasn't clipped in. That was the scariest part.

Speaker 3:

We're all gonna have to make the jump one day and we'd like to think we know when it is. We'd like to 
think we've got time to work our way up from the back. And as we get nearer to the door of death, we'll 
start to prepare and clip in. We don't know when that's gonna happen. And we're kidding ourselves if 
we do. And so the only logical, rational thing to do is to clip in now, clip in, clip onto Jesus Christ. Accept 
him understanding that the formula of salvation does not have to do with you and some equation of 
your good works or your spiritual rituals. It has to do with Jesus Christ and what he did on the cross so 
that we could experience his destiny. It's never too soon to clip into that. It can only be too late.

And so I would encourage you this morning, if you take nothing else away from this, do I want you to 
walk out of this remembering how cool I am? Sure. What I want you to remember is the idea that your 
salvation, you being right with God, you surviving the jump of life through death into eternity, is not 
about, it can't be about you and I, our works, what we do, how good we've done it, how strong our faith 
is. It can only be about the object of our faith and the worthiness of the object of our faith. And that is 
Jesus Christ. That's when we can jump. That's when we can enjoy. That's when we can be free from 
fear. Would you close your eyes with me? I just want to give you a chance to make that real for yourself. 
Look, I don't care if you never skydive in your life, but I need you to clip in.

I promise you, one day you are going to make a jump that you do not want to make without being 
securely connected to Jesus Christ. This is how we survive. This is how we get the thrill of a life pursuing 
a purpose. I had a moment, right? I was on the edge of that plane. I had to step off. I had to jump. Each 
of us spiritually has a moment. Maybe this is yours right now. You can't just linger in the back forever. 
Jesus Christ is inviting you to connect with him to make this dive, for it to be real. And as you're standing 
on the outside of it, it might look a little scary. It might not scan the way you wish it would mentally or 
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intellectually. But Jesus is inviting you to make this dive with him because it's the only way that you 
survive it.

You may not have come in here this morning expecting today to be your moment to jump, man. I want 
you to jump acknowledge the fact that you need Jesus to survive this. I mean, for a host of reasons. To 
recover meaning and purpose in this life. To be part of the kingdom of God. And yes, to be qualified to 
survive the jump of life through death into eternity. Acknowledge that we need him without his chute, 
we are not safe. Believe that he is qualified. Believe that He wants us, believe that he is connected to us. 
When we connect to him through faith, he is connected to us in a way that we can't lose. We will share 
in his eternity. <affirmative>.

And then maybe you've got a little fear. Maybe you've still got some questions. Maybe it doesn't a 
hundred percent make perfect sense to you. Jump anyway. Choose to put your faith in Jesus Christ. This 
is why Christ came to bring the kingdom of God so that we could experience it with him. He's going to 
experience it. That's not the issue. Will we experience it with Him? You gotta clip in.

God, thank you for this time. Thank you for the way that your truth, the truth of the gospel permeates 
life as we live it. God, my prayer is simple. That if anyone does not yet know you through Jesus Christ, 
that today would be the day that they would make that jump.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity. Thank you for loving us enough to offer us the opportunity to 
share this experience with you. We thank you for it. In Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. It's great to be back. 
Thank you for coming. I, um, I, I am so flattered that you, when you spend time with us, um, taking an 
hour out of your day, that's a big deal. I really appreciate that you're here for that. If you have any 
questions, if you're not sure what I'm talking about, come up and talk to me. Come talk to Pastor 
Adeline, see us. You don't wanna walk out of here without knowing for sure that you're clipped in. If you 
have any questions about that, please share them with us. A couple of things before we go. I believe 
today is the last day for the school Giving tree.

Is that correct? If you have signed up to get a gift card for one of the, uh, local, uh, public school 
students that we're helping, have a little bit better of a Christmas, if you signed up for that, please see 
Katie and give her your, the gift card or your excuse and how you're gonna remember to do it in the 
next couple days and get it to her. Um, next week after church. Next week. Next week. What time does 
church start? A little hesitation there. Next week church starts at 10 o'clock like it always does. And after 
coffee connect, we're gonna have our after church, we're gonna have our coffee connect where we're 
all gonna share some cookies. Whatever you bring, bring your favorite cookie recipe. We'll meet over in 
the gym and we'll have just a small little after service Christmas party. But the week after that Christmas 
day, December 25th, church starts at 11 o'clock.

You sleep in a little later on Christmas. We're gonna have a combined service with our Spanish speaking 
church, uh, that meets here. Uh, Zion Church. So we're gonna meet together. Say it again. What time? 
Because when you show up at 10, you're gonna blame me and I ain't taking it 11 o'clock. So next week is 
10 o'clock. Christmas day is 11 o'clock. Thank you for spending your time with me this morning. Come 
and talk to me if you're not sure what I was talking about this morning. Cuz you have to know as you go 
through this week that we have a, and he's us every step that we take so we can live. Love, jump, loved. 
Thanks for coming.


