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Overisel Overview 
 

9:30 AM Worship Schedule 5:00 PM Worship Schedule Upcoming Events 
 
Nov 7 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
Nov 14 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 

- Communion 
 
Nov 21 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
Nov 25 (Thanksgiving) 
            -  Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
Nov 28 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
 

 
Nov 7 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
Nov 14 – Commissioning Service 
               for Kevin Kruizenga  
               @ 4:00 PM (no 5:00 PM 
               service) 
 
Nov 21 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
Nov 28 – Rev. Mike Pitsenberger 
 
 
 
 

 
Nov 8 - Consistory 
 
Nov 21 – Congregational Meeting 
 
Nov 24 – No Wednesday night 
               activities 
 
Nov 25 – Thanksgiving Worship 
               @ 9:30 am 
 
Dec 12 – Children’s Christmas  
               Program 
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LETTER FROM PASTOR MIKE 
 

“Do Not Be Anxious” (Matt. 6:25) 
 
Autumn is my favorite season of the year.  
 
As a college student, I enjoyed stepping back on campus each September after working all summer. As a husband and 
father, I celebrate three family birthdays in October, and when we raised our family, we devoured three different 
birthday cakes: October 4, 13, and 21. And every November, for as long as I can remember, I look forward to 
Thanksgiving as an opportunity to thank God for family, friends, and our nation.   
 
Perhaps my greatest reason for enjoying fall is beyond words. Something deep inside me experiences fall as a reminder 
of the brevity of life and of the goodness of God. Green leaves turn assorted reds, oranges, and yellows just before they 
die and drift to earth. Chilly weather returns as a prelude to the cold winter soon to begin. Warm clothes, gloves, hats, 
and fewer sunny days point me to the God who made me, saved me, provides for me, and will one day call me home.  
 
Many people I know, however, wrestle with bouts of anxiety during fall and winter. So let me share some words of Jesus 
Christ to help all of us become a little less anxious in our changing seasons of life.  
 
The Reality of Worry 
Many people struggle with anxiety. University counseling centers are filled with students, and the pandemic has 
increased depression, loneliness, despair, self-harm, drinking, and drug use across the country. The pandemic probably 
exasperated what lay under the surface of our overly entertained society: countless people live with despair and try 
desperately to numb their pain and forget about life. 
 
In Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus mentions the reality of anxiety six times. God the Father sent His Son to earth to live among 
us, and Jesus knows our struggle with worry. He knows that people of all faiths and no faith, with lots of money and very 
little money, with many friends and very few friends face endless days and years filled with stress, headaches, and panic 
attacks.  
 
Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to purchase for us a peace that passes all understanding. Christ’s peace 
can help you put your anxiety in the background and not in the foreground of your life.  
 
Here are the six occurrences of the word “anxious” in our passage:  

• “Do not be anxious about your life…” (25) 

• “And which of you by be being anxious…?” (27) 

• “And why are you anxious…?” (28) 

• “Therefore do not be anxious” (31) 

• “Therefore do not be anxious” (34) 

• “…for tomorrow will be anxious for itself” (34) 
 
Anxiety or worry at some level is real for every one of us. Many people are in crises mode, and Christians are not 
immune from the onslaught of seasonal affective disorder, depression, and paralyzing fear. We can thank God for 
medications, counselors, books, and treatments to help us deal with various kinds of mental illnesses.   
 
The fact the Jesus addresses anxiety is meant to comfort you with the truth that He understands your personal struggle. 
Your anxiety is not something that you need to hide from Jesus or be ashamed of. It is something that Jesus understands 
and wants you to bring to Him.  
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The Reasons Why We Might Worry 
In Matthew 6:25-34 we discover some reasons why people acquire worrisome lives. Jesus doesn’t address how we were 
raised, what our school years were like, our present family tensions, or our brain chemistry. But don’t think for a 
moment that Jesus doesn’t know about these matters. What Jesus spoke then He still speaks today. And the truth Jesus 
spoke then anticipated all future psychological and medical discoveries that humans would eventually learn. As the Son 
of God, Jesus was way ahead of us when He spoke of anxiety. The truth of Jesus Christ is capable of setting people free 
from sin and death, as well as from fear, anxiety, and despair (Jn. 8:36).   
 
Jesus Christ shares four possible reasons why we wrestle with anxiety. 
 
First, we become preoccupied and obsessed with temporal needs, like food, clothing, and the length of our life. Jesus 
says, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your 
body, what you will put on. . . . And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to your life” (vv. 25, 27).  
 
Jesus says that a believer must fight his or her tendency to fixate on food, clothing, and how long they will live. Most 
advertisements fixate on temporal needs and luxuries as if they are the be-all and end-all of our existence. What do you 
think hour after hour of watching and hearing such ads does to the soul?  
 
Food, clothing, shelter, medicine, and similar things are essential to life for every human being. But Jesus wants His 
disciples to not fret every minute of every day wondering if they will eat, drink, or live a long life. Why? “For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all” (v. 32, emphasis added). The 
implication is that our heavenly Father will provide His sons and daughters what they need when they need it.  
 
Instead of obsessing over your temporal needs as a way of life (and there’s little wrong with being concerned or 
occupied with them; we need to eat and drink to stay alive, after all), God gives you a message thousands of 
commercials never will: “…look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen” (2 Cor. 4:18); “…seek 
the things that are above” (Col. 3:1); “looking to Jesus” (Heb. 12:2).  
 
According to Jesus, if we spend our time trying to secure our future, we will lose our heavenly and eternal focus and 
start to grow anxious about matters God promises to take care of in a variety of ways.  
 
Second, our faith is too little. Jesus says, “…will [your Father] not much more clothe you, o you of little faith?” (v. 30). 
One possible reason that may be contributing to your worry is that your faith is weak. The Bible is full of examples of 
weak and strong faith. Simply put: God wants your faith to grow stronger because stronger faith draws you closer to 
Christ and leads you away from fretfulness.  
 
Remaining in a chronic state of little faith decade after decade will not help you conquer worry. Worry is wrestled to the 
ground by valiant faith. Faith becomes valiant as it feeds on the Word and is nourished by worship and fellowship with 
other believers through the tests of life. Little faith is wonderful at first, but faith is meant to grow into adulthood (1 Cor. 
3:1-2), and endure even through life’s storms.  
Believers with little faith, weak faith, stalled faith, or stuck faith will be prone to worry.  
 
Third, we live with too many questions about God’s provision for the future. Jesus says, “Therefore do not be anxious, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’” (v. 31).  
 
Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus makes it very clear that if we live with nagging questions about God’s willingness or 
ability to provide, we will live with excessive worry. Jesus isn’t telling us to forgo planning, effort, or reliance on the 



 

Page 4 of 11 
 

 OVERISEL REFORMED CHURCH                                                                            NOVEMBER 2021 

assistance of others when we need to. But Jesus is telling you not to let your needs lead you into a life of chronic fear of 
the future. Listen to these powerful words from Psalm 37:23-25, 
 
  The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his  
  way; though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds 
  his hand. I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the  
  righteous forsaken or his children begging for bread 

 
Instead of living with questions about your future, learn to live with declarations of God’s faithfulness, as King David did: 
“For it is you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness. For by you I can run against a troop, and by my 
God I can leap over a wall. This God – his way is perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all who take 
refuge in him” (Ps. 18:28-30).  
 
Fourth, we forget that we have a heavenly Father. Jesus reminds us, “…and yet your heavenly Father feeds them” (v. 26); 
“and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all” (v. 32).  
 
  Said the robin to the sparrow, I would really like to know, why these silly  

human beings rush about and worry so; 
 
  Said the sparrow to the robin, I think that it must be, that they have no  

heavenly Father such as cares for you and me  

 
Your heavenly Father is aware of your every need and numbers the very hairs on your head. God determined your day of 
birth and your moment of death. It’s all in His hands.  
      
The Remedy for Worry 
The Son of God has told us that He understands the reality of our worry and knows the reasons why we worry. But as 
our great Physician, Jesus also gives us five remedies that will decrease our worry. 
 
First, realize that you are more valuable than the birds. Jesus says, “Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor 
reap or gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value then they?” (v. 26).  
 
Humans are way more valuable to God than any creature God has made. Humans are the only creatures made in God’s 
image: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” 
(Gen. 1:27).  
 
Because you are valued higher than animals or any other part of creation, and because you believe in God’s Son Jesus 
Christ, and because God is your heavenly Father, trust God to feed, clothe, and take care of you all your days.  
 
Decade after decade of American education has taught children that they are a random collection of cells and 
molecules. Does this give us value? It doesn’t and it can’t. If someone believes that they have no creator, no God who 
loves them, no guidance from God, and no future with God, then you have the perfect storm for a meaningless life 
which leads to hopelessness and despair. 
 
Dear Christian, you are more valuable than the robins and the sparrow, than the fish and the animals, than the stars and 
the rainbow! As a believer, God is your heavenly Father. Meditate on this when you are hurting, or questioning your 
place and purpose in this world. Surely, the truth of God’s loving Fatherhood will bring you daily comfort when things 
appear to be spiraling out of control.    
 



 

Page 5 of 11 
 

 OVERISEL REFORMED CHURCH                                                                            NOVEMBER 2021 

Second, know that God promises to take care of you. Jesus says, “…will [God] not much more clothe you…?” (v. 30). Here 
Jesus guarantees that God will take care of you to the end of your life. Oh, what an antidote to anxiety!  
 
Say every day, “God is with me in Jesus Christ” (Matt. 1:23). Say at the end of the day, “If God is for me, who can be 
against me?” (Rom. 8:31). Say when you get up each morning, “My God will supply all of my needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 
 
Third, seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness. Perhaps one of the best ways to lessen your anxiety is to “seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” and to know that “all these things will be added to you” (v. 33).  
 
Seeking God’s kingdom gives meaning to life; it gives activity to life; it gives focus to life; and it gives a reason to get out 
of bed for life. God’s kingdom is in this world because of Jesus, and in your heart through the Holy Spirit of Jesus. This 
world’s kingdoms are bankrupt and will soon be destroyed (Rev. 11:15). If you give yourself to God’s everlasting 
kingdom you are bound to possess the strength to face and conquer the dark and ominous clouds of worry. “We have 
this [hope] as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where 
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf” (Heb. 6:19-20).   
 
Fourth, grow in your faith. When Jesus told His disciples that they had “little faith” (v. 30), He was telling them to grow in 
their faith. This very well may be the key you need to open the door to peace of mind.  As your faith grows, you will say, 
“But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me” 
(Ps. 131:2). 
 
My friend, make every effort to develop your Christian faith. This is one of the main ways to still the choppy waves of 
anxiety. Worship as often as you can; read your Bible as often as you can; memorize as many Scripture passages as you 
can; pray as often as you can; fellowship with other believers as often as you can; read Christian biographies as much as 
you can; and turn the news off and go without television, news, and prayer-reducing entertainment as much as you can.  
 
As the frequently depressed Charles Spurgeon once said, “Little faith will bring your soul into heaven, but great faith will 
bring heaven into your soul.”  
 
Fifth, take life one day at a time. Jesus knows our tendency to think of the many days ahead instead of today. To remedy 
this, our Lord closes His prescription for anxiety with these words, “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (v. 34).  
If only we could treasure today rather than fret about tomorrow. If only we could bask in God’s goodness and provision 
this hour rather than think about next week. To take one day at a time, says Jesus, is the pathway to peace in this 
troubled world and in our troubled lives. No one can predict the future, but believers trust that God has prepared their 
future, one day at a time.   
  
When you worry about tomorrow you worry about a tomorrow that has been planned for you from all eternity; you 
worry about a tomorrow that isn’t here; your worry about a tomorrow that you can’t control; you worry about a 
tomorrow that you can’t change; and you worry about a tomorrow that may not even come, if Jesus comes first. You 
also step into a tomorrow where Jesus is already waiting to take you by the hand.  
 
May Jesus’ teaching on the reality of our anxiety, the reasons for our anxiety, and the remedy for our anxiety draw you 
to spontaneous prayer and praise of His great love and provision for you this November.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Pastor Mike   
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NOTE FROM PASTOR KEN 
 

November 2021 
 
“I Thank My God” 
 
Philippians 1:3 – I thank my God in all my remembrances of you. 
 
Paul is writing this letter to the Christians at Philippi. It is a letter of encouragement for them as they endure 
difficulties and persecution. And Paul knew what that was like because he himself was in prison for his faith 
when he wrote this letter. Yet he thanked God for the memories of these friends and fellow believers who 
were so close to his heart. 
 
As we near Thanksgiving Day 2021 we have much to be thankful for. We are adjusting to life as we continue to 
come out of a pandemic. We have abundant material blessings to be thankful for, so much that we take for 
granted. While it’s true that we have many problems and concerns in America, we still believe that it is the 
best country on the face of the earth in which to live. But I pray that the things we are most grateful for are 
not things, but people.  
 
When we gather this Thanksgiving, let’s give thanks for those loved ones in our lives that that have made a 
memorable impact on us. Those persons that we enjoy talking to or hearing from. Those folks that we have 
made memories with. The family members that, when we get together, recount all the crazy and fun things 
that we have done over the years, those memories that will never get old or lose their ability to make us laugh 
or feel loved deep inside our hearts. 
 
If we are fortunate enough to have those family members and friends still with us, tell them how special they 
are. But there are many of us who will be missing one or more of those folks this year around the table. If that 
is the case for you, thank God for the memories you have of those who are no longer around the table. And 
praise God for the time that is coming when you will be together with them again in Heaven. You see, our 
Heavenly Father loves a good family gathering around the table.  
 
So, when you gather with loved ones this Thanksgiving remember that it is only a preview of what is to come 
when we all gather around the throne of God and give thanks and praise to the Father for His love for us and 
for those folks that he put in our lives to make memories with. And then enjoy the time together and relive 
the memories from the past and make new ones that you can remember in the future. 
 
Have a wonderful November and thank God for all your memories of loved ones and I’ll see you on the 
journey! Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Pastor Ken   
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Birthdays: 
Nov 1 Solomon Klaasen, Steve Schrotenboer 
Nov 2 Josh Langeland 
Nov 5 Lindsey Burton, Silas Kleinheksel 
Nov 6 Levi Hoving 
Nov 8 Ben Boeve, Mary VandeWege 
Nov 9 Rob Flokstra, Tanya Mudd 
Nov 11 Todd Klaasen, Stephanie Mather 
Nov 13 Falande Gemmen, Tim Marsh, Sydney Reimink 
Nov 14 Will Langeland, Sarah Sundt 
Nov 15 Emily Heavener 
Nov 16 Emily Bronson, Karel Deich, Elliott DeWeerdt 
Nov 17 Marilyn Folkert 
Nov 19 Dave Boeve, Emily McDonald 
Nov 20 Sierra zurBurg 
Nov 21 Kayla zurBurg 
Nov 22 Chad Langeland 
Nov 23 Ken Laarman, John Zoet 
Nov 28 Nicole Meyer 
Nov 29 Cal Kroeze, Larry Whitcomb 
Nov 30 Addison Tubergen 
 
Anniversaries: 
Nov 5 Mitch & Amber Lohman 
Nov 7 Matthew & Kelsey Helmus 
Nov 9 Garry & Carla Gruppen, Bob & Jodie Reimink 
Nov 10 Ken & Sally Kreuze 
Nov 17 Brandon & Adrianna Dekker 
Nov 18 Matt & Kari Essink 
Nov 21 Larry & Lucy Whitcomb 
Nov 25 Ron & Delores Nienhuis 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
If you don’t already receive a hard copy of the Overview and would like one each month, let the office 
know, and we’ll add you to our list. Thanks! 
 
******* 
 
Congratulations to Heather and Andy Priest, daughter of Steve and Judy Boeve and brother Spencer 
Boeve, who had a healthy baby boy Alden Matthias Priest on Sunday, October 4, 2021. Alden was 
born at 2:00 pm. He was 8 lbs. and 22” long. 
 
SECRET SANTA:  We are doing the secret santa event again this year! The exchange period will be 
Nov 28-Dec 19. Give your recipient a gift at least once a week... keep it simple, be creative. On your 
last gift put your name so they know who their santa was. There will be a table in FLC for gift drop 
offs/pick ups if needed. Either let me know in person, text me (616.218.3038) or email me 
(tscthalstead@charter.net) by Nov 15 if you want to participate.  Thanks- Sherri Halstead 

 
Love INC’s Christmas Sponsor-a-Family Program is open for applications! We are looking for 
churches, small groups or families that would like to sponsor these families from Allegan County for 
Christmas. The sponsor-cost per family member is around $50. Please call or email Cindy asap 
before November 19 if you are interested in sponsoring a family: 269.751.2533 
or cindy@loveincnwa.org. We appreciate your generous support in the past and look forward to 
working with you again this year! 

 

mailto:cindy@loveincnwa.org
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LIBRARY BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Title: In the Kitchen with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together 
Author: Lydia Harris 
Description: What could be sweeter than cooking with your grandchild? Each recipe is tested and rated for 
difficulty, so you can find a tasty treat that fits the child’s age and skill. Be inspired by selected Scripture verses 
and more ideas for connecting. 
 
Title: Unveiling Grace 
Author: Lynn K. wilder 
Description: This is the story of how a whole family found their way out of the Mormon church: 
A young man on his lifelong dream of a Mormon mission, his siblings, a father deeply enmeshed in LOS 
priesthood and the author, Lynn Wilder, a tenured professor at Brigham Young University. One by one they 
plucked the lifeless, works-driven core of Mormonism from their hearts and replaced it with the vibrant grace 
of Jesus Christ. A tender, honest, heart-felt account. An interesting, informative read. 
 
Title: No Journey Too Far (#2 of McAlister Family) 
Author: Carrie Turansky 
Description: This book brings to life the little-known story of British Home Children. It continues the stirring 
McAlister family saga and the journey to reunite their family, separated when three of the siblings were 
mistakenly sent to Canada as British Home Children. 
 
Title: Growing With 
Author: Kara Powell & Steven Argue 
Description: As a parent of a teenager or young adult, you may feel as though you’re guessing about what to 
do next – with mixed results. You want to stay connected with your maturing child, but you’re not sure how. 
And deep down, you fear your child doesn’t want or need you. 
 
Based on brand-new research and interview with remarkable families, Growing With equips you to take steps 
toward your teenager or young adult in a mutual journey of intentional growth that trusts God to transform 
your entire family. 
 
Title: Pudge & Prejudice 
Author: A.K. Pittman 
Description: It’s 1984, and after moving to Northenfield, Texas, with her family, Elyse Nebbitt faces the 
challenge of finding her place in a new school, one dominated by social status and Friday night football. When 
Elyse’s effortlessly beautiful older sister, Jayne, started dating goldenly Charlie Bingley, Elyse finds herself 
curious about Charlie’s popular and brooding best friend, Billy Fritz. Billy’s notion of “girlfriend material” and 
Elyse’s own body insecurities eventually complicate their relationship, leaving Jayne and Elyse’s exceedingly 
blunt friend Lottie to step in and help Elyse accept herself for who she is, jeans size and all. 
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Title: Wingfeather Tales 
Author: Andrew Peterson 
Description: The epic story of the Igiby family drew to its dramatic end in the Warden and the Wolf King. But 
Aerwiar is vast and there are tales yet to tell. In this entertaining companion to the beloved series, you’ll 
discover seven stories of the distant past, lost adventures, forgotten songs, and heartbreaking histories all 
recounted by legendary storytellers along with Andrew Peterson. 
 
Enter a rich, imaginative world that becomes more real, more mysterious, more dangerous, and more 
beautiful with each story’s telling. 
 
Title: The Nature of Small Birds 
Author: Susie Finkbeiner 
Description: In 1975, three thousand children were airlifted out of Saigon to be adopted into Western homes. 
When Mindy, one of those children, announces her plans to return to Vietnam to find her birth mother, her 
loving adopted family is suddenly thrown back to the events surrounding her unconventional arrival in their 
lives. 
 
Though her father supports Mindy’s desire to meet her family of origin, he struggles privately with an 
unsettling fear that he’ll lose the daughter he’s poured his heart into. Mindy’s mother undergoes the 
emotional rollercoaster inherent in the adoption of a child from a war-torn country, discovering the joy hidden 
amid the difficulties. And Mindy’s sister helps her sort through relics that whisper of the effect the trauma of 
war has had on their family –but also speak of the beauty of overcoming. 
 
Title: The Love Note 
Author: Joanna Davidson Politano 
Description: Focused on a career in medicine and not on romance, Willa Duvall is thrown slightly off course 
during the summer of 1865 when she discovers a never-opened love letter in a crack of her old writing desk. 
Compelled to find the passionate soul who penned it and the person who never received it, she takes a job as 
a nurse at the seaside estate of Crestwick Manor. 
 
Everyone at Crestwicke has feelings – mostly negative ones – about the man who wrote the letter, but he 
seems to have disappeared. With plenty of enticing clues but few answers, Willa’s search becomes even more 
complicated when she misplaces the letter and it passes from person to person in the house, each finding a 
thrilling or disheartening message in its words. 
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LEAD PASTOR – REV. MIKE PITSENBERGER 
PASTORMIKE@ORCMINISTRIES.ORG 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE PASTOR - PASTOR KEN KLEINHEKSEL 
KNKL99@CHARTER.NET, 616-566-6417 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS - KEVIN KRUIZENGA 
KEVIN@ORCMINISTRIES.ORG, 616-340-4782 
 
SECRETARIES – KRISTIE POSTMA AND AMY SCHROTENBOER 
OFFICE@ORCMINISTRIES.ORG, 269-751-8744 
KRISTIE@ORCMINISTRIES.ORG 
AMY@ORCMINISTRIES.ORG 
 
CUSTODIANS – DON AND MARY SLOTMAN 
269-751-7284  
 
CUSTODIANS – DENNIS AND MARGIE HARPER 
269-751-8552 (H) 616-796-5126 (C) 
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