
John and Jennifer have three 
children, daughters Hannah and 
Jordan, and son Michael. Hannah
and Jordan recently bought a house 
together and have officially left the 
nest, while Michael is in 5  grade at th

Hamilton Middle School. They have
attended ORC since 2020, and have
enjoyed getting to know many of you but are still meeting new faces!
Michael is in Cadets while John serves as a leader, and they have really
appreciated all of the opportunities that program has given them.
Michael is also a Cub Scout, and John serves as a leader in the
Hamilton Cub Scout Pack.
John and Jennifer met while working together at Family Fare in high
school (ask Lyn Becksford about that!), and were married at Hamilton
CRC, where Jen grew up, in 1997. They now live in the Bentheim area.
Jennifer works as an Interventionist at Blue Star Elementary School. John
is a civil engineer at Driesenga & Associates in Holland (and while in
college, during the summer of 1996, he tested the soil and concrete for
the foundation of ORC’s building when it was constructed!). They have
been custodians for the Hall since 2021. 
As a family, they enjoy taking vacations (such as their recent trip to the
Ark Encounter and New River Gorge National Park), going to the Unity
Christian Music Festival, and taking bike rides to Fantasy Twirl, and are
hoping to get out and do some camping soon!
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A Note From Pastor Ken

Good Plants
Decoration

Peace

1 Peter 5:14b - Peace to all of you who are in Christ 

What a short, but powerful, statement. There are countless people today who are
looking for peace. We hear almost every day of war and strife and murders and
beatings. But we don’t hear much about peace. Maybe that’s because news about
good and peaceful things doesn’t make for good ratings.

Peter uses this statement as a kind of benediction or blessing for the people he is
writing to. But it can also be used as a testimony of those who are in Christ, a
statement of faith, as it were. No matter what we are experiencing in our life or in
the world, we can profess that there is a peace in the midst of it. A peace that can
only come from above, from a relationship with Christ. As Isaiah 26:3 states, “You
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.”
So in all the chaos going on in the world around us we can be at peace in our soul.
But only if we trust in Christ.

Now I have to admit that there are times when I lose sight of Christ, and lose that
peace, because I let my own will or the events happening around me get my focus
off of Christ. That’s when anxiety and fear and despair come crashing in. But the
good news is that when I, through the power of the Holy Spirit, refocus my mind on
Christ he restores that peace that passes all human understanding. 

So what about you? Are you being a witness of peace through Christ to a world of
chaos? Is your first response to bad news to immediately pray for those involved?
When something unforeseen comes your way do you ask for the Lord to be with
you as you deal with the situation? The only way to do all of these things is to be “in
Christ” as the verse says. 

As October comes our way and the year seems to be going by so very fast, let’s
remember to be in Christ and to trust him always. If we do that we will be a
peaceful witness to God’s saving and sustaining grace and peace. And I can’t think
of a better way to spend the month. Have a great month and I’ll see you on the
journey! God bless!

Pastor ken



Milestone Birthdays 

Al Avink

Izzy Essenburg
Al Naber

Karen Naber
Sharon Nyhof

Sally Kreuze
Kim Mentzer
Jael Tirado

Brady Genzink
Foster Kooyers 

Nathan Nagelkirk
Valora VanVuren

Lynn Bos
Roger Slotman

Megan
VanHaitsma

Kerri DeWeerdt
Sonia Gemmen
Kelsey Helmus

Chris McDonald

Cody Brinks
Luke Siriano

Bonnie
Garvelink

Elaine Flokstra
Kaitlyn Lubbers
Carol Nagelkirk
Mary Okkema

Madison
Heavener

Erin Rathjen

Larry
Sternberg

Gina
Pitsenberger Cindi Kooyers 

Mollie Borr
Paige Genzink
Jose Tirado

Betty
VanderVeen

Mary Geurink

Tracy Lubbers
Jane Naber

Jenna
Smallegan

Jill Jipping
Liam Pothoff

Keri Boeve
Hannah
Valkema

Linda Johnston Jessica
Nagelkirk

Christine
Andersen

Ethan Andersen
Eloise Rathjen

Lyn Becksford
Mike Verkaik

10/31 - Mike Verkaik (50 years)

10/26 - Jill Jipping (50 years)



Milestone Anniversaries 

Aryn & Justin 
Machiela

Brenen & Becca
Louwerse

Jeff & Barb
Laarman

Tim & Tracy
Lubbers

John & Beth 
Zoet 

Kevin & Carrie
DeNeef

Lon & Carole
Koops

John & Joni
DeNeef

Lester & Faye
Eding

Hunter & Rebecca
Smith

John & Emily
Bronson

Brent & Kerri
DeWeerdt

Ken & Nancee
Kleinheksel

Dave & Kathy
Jurries

Jeff & Nancy
Snay



Mary’s Monthly Meal
Fajita Chicken Casserole Bake

INGREDIENTS:
4 CUPS SHREDDED CHICKEN
2 CUPS UNCOOKED INSTANT RICE
1 CAN CREAM OF CHICKEN SOUP
1 CUP SOUR CREAM
1 CUP FROZEN DICED ONION & BELL PEPPER
1 CAN TOMATOES W/ CHILIES, UNDRAINED
1 ½ CUP CHICKEN BROTH
1 PACKET FAJITA SEASONING 
1 BAG MEXICAN-STYLE CHEESE

DIRECTIONS:
GREASE 9X13 PAN 
IN LARGE MIXING BOWL COMBINE CHICKEN, RICE,
SOUP, SOUR CREAM, FROZEN VEGGIES, TOMATOES,
CHICKEN BROTH, FAJITA SEASONING, & HALF OF
CHEESE. MIX THOROUGHLY
SPREAD INTO DISH
COVER DISH WITH FOIL
BAKE @ 350 DEGREES FOR 35 MINUTES
REMOVE FOIL, ADD CHEESE, AND BAKE FOR ANOTHER
10 MINUTES



SEPTEMBER:
The Ride of Her life 
by Elizabeth Letts 

OCTOBER:
The Dressmaker of Auchwitz
by Lucy Arlington

NOVEMBER:
Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson
by Mary Rowlandsan

JANUARY:
West With Giraffes
by Lynda Rutledge

FEBRUARY:
The Personal Librarian 
by Marie Benedict

MARCH:
Lemons on Friday: Trusting God Through My Greatest Heartbreak
by Mattie Jackson Selecman

APRIL: 
Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind
by Ann Ross

MAY:
Girls of the Atomic City 
by Denise Kiernan

JUNE:
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farms
by Kate Douglas Wiggin

INTERESTED IN JOINING 
A BOOK CLUB?

Every third Tuesday of most months, a group gets together to talk about the book
chosen for the month. Everyone is invited at anytime to come and enjoy these
discussions. Here is the list of the books that we are doing for the coming year. 
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Spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel around the world.

M i s s i o n s

U p d a t e s
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Dear friends, 

Our 2025 summer camp season has come to a close and we are grateful to share that
it was a huge success!

For the last several years, the 
number of campers that we 
have been able to serve has 
been on the incline. In our 
culture, this type of growth is 
often equated with success. 

However, before serving at
Camp Beechpoint, I worked 
alongside best-selling 
Christian author Pete Scazzero, who helped reshape my understanding of success. Pete
defined biblical success this way.

“Success, according to Scripture, is becoming the person (or organization) 
God calls you to become, and doing what God calls you to do - in his way, 

and according to His timetable.” 

Camp Beechpoint exists for a clear purpose: to serve youth and families in hard places
with the hope of Jesus Christ. That’s why the following numbers help me ensure that
Camp Beechpoint is successful - faithfully doing what God has called us to do: 

-38% of campers have little to no father figure at home 
-9% of campers have a parent that is incarcerated 

-87 campers gave their lives to Christ 
-40 campers recommitted their lives to Christ 

When I reflect on this, I hear God’s word from Matthew 25:23 “Well done, good and
faithful servant.”

Thank you for being on mission with us in what was truly a successful season of ministry.
Lives were changed at camp - because here, Christ is our hope! 



Gemmen Ministry Update

Off to school...sort of. This year is a big transition for our family. Josiah goes off to college
(Calvin University) and Falande starts high school as a freshman. Sonia moves to 8  grade
and Gideon bumps up to 10 . It’s a lot to process as a family, but God has been faithful. I
say “off to school...sort of” because Josiah was supposed to be on a freshman orientation
hiking trip this week. While he was doing some team building he stepped on a tree root and
rolled his ankle. It was so bad that the doctor said “no” to any strenuous activity for the next
few weeks. Instead of heading out to the wilderness he is back in the house with us. He is
very disappointed, but making the best of it. 

th

th

The Power of Scripture. Recently I talked with a man who said he hadn’t slept in days. he
told me that he felt that the devil was attacking him at night. He was afraid. He went on to
tell me that he had given his heart to Jesus earlier in the Summer. We read the passage of
the Armor of God together from Ephesians 6 and prayed through it. His eyes opened wide
as he realized the power that God has over evil and the strength he had through the Holy
Spirit. What a powerful way to see this passage come alive! I wonder how many more need
to realize the strength they have to “stand against the schemes of the devil”? 

Clarification. There’s been some questions about our ministry work, allow me to clarify. We
are not employed by any organizations downtown. We are missionaries with InnerCHANGE
and we raise support for this work. the advantage to this is that we get to partner with
several groups (Mel Trotter Ministries, Matthew’s House Ministry, churches, etc.) Our calling is
to reach the marginalized with the Gospel of Jesus.

Thank you for your love and support!
-Al, Lisa Gemmen and family

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 

your labor in the Lord in not in vain,” 1 Corinthians 15:58







Hi from Big Rapids,

Can you believe Labor Day has come and gone. Things are in full swing here on the Campus for the staff and
volunteers of Real Life. I wanted to use this letter to help you better understand Bernandette’s involvement with
Real Life and her ministry of mentoring women missionaries on the field with Thrive. 

I have found that many people are uncertain about what Berny is doing for ministry these days. My main focus for
ministry continues to be on reaching Muslim men in N. Africa and the Middle East. I spend my days texting and
video calling these men whom I’m building friendships with. Berny on the other hand has a completely different
focus. 

Berny’s focus 
Focus 1, my wife has an incredible heart for ministry!! Every day she is texting, calling, and meeting with students
and missionary women to check in with them. Yesterday she was on appointments all day with students and
missionary ladies. The student ministry is something she loves. She loves helping college women go deeper with
Jesus. Not only is she helping them grow their spiritual lives, but she loves on them personally, caring for them as
they figure out the details of their life. As you can imagine this is a very challenging and rewarding job. She usually
has 6-8 students she disciples during the year and many more she meets to share Jesus with. This year she is
also helping lead a different Community Group than last year. Real Life lost 2 full time staff last year that were in a
different group. There have been 4 Community Groups and Berny offered to switch groups to be the main
woman helping lead that group. The Community Groups have been around 40+ students, men and women. Just
yesterday she was telling me about a student woman who she just met who was uncertain of her eternity,
another who needed prayer for some tragic event in her life. There are countless student women Berny has
impacted over the years. Some are now missionaries and some now moms, doctors, actuaries, nurses, and much
more. This she does with one heart and mind, to impact women to go deep with Christ so that they will impact
others for Jesus for the rest of their lives.

Focus 2, Not only does she love on students, but she loves on and encourages missionary women. This has been
a growing passion of hers for the past 4 years. Nearly every year she helps staff a retreat with missionary women
who serve around the world with a group called Thrive. At those retreats she meets women who long for a mentor
of someone who has life experience that can relate. One woman that comes to my mind is Carrie. Berny has
become a friend and mentor to Carrie. Carrie works in Nepal and is not on a team. She meets with Berny every
few weeks for encouragement and prayer. I don’t know if you know this but my wife has a huge gift of nurturing
and encouragement, and that is what she does with the missionary women who are on the field reaching others
for Christ. 

So she does both of these focuses incredibly well, using her gifts to serve others. She’s meeting with student
women from Real Life during the day and missionary ladies late in the evening or early morning, depending on
the time difference. 

Thank you for your prayer and support that helps Bernandette continue to reach college women for Christ and
encourage and mento women missionaries on the field. We know she wouldn’t be able to continue her work
without your prayer and support!

Mark & Bernandette

Please pray for:
Berny - Daily supernatural strength as she continues to impact students and missionaries for Jesus. Holy Spirit
led conversations with student women that Berny disciples.
Mark - Holy Spirit to stir the hearts and minds of the men I meet with in the Middle East 
Both Mark & Berny - daily mighty filling of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Ephesians 5:18) 

Real Life Update 



GRACIE IMMINK MINISTRY UPDATE
Summer Reflections & Exciting Next Steps!

Summer Camps In South Korea
In my last update, camps in South Korea were just about to begin. I’m so happy to report

that they all finished well, and everything went smoothly without major issues! Here’s a quick
snapshot of what God did this summer through Word of Life Korea: 

There were 9 camps held in 6
different locations (across 4 cities)

-463 campers attended
-190 salvation decisions

-168 dedications

I believe there were even more
moments of life-change and

dedication than these numbers
reflect – God knows each student’s

true heart. I’m so grateful for the
faithful teams and volunteers, the

students who came, and the
opportunity to witness His love

through these camps. Praise God!
I’ve included several pictures from
one of the mainland camps in this

update – please take a look!
Hopefully they give you a glimpse of
one of the many things I love about

serving the youth there. :)

Camp staff, volunteers, and campers
from one of the mainland camps!

We have daily meetings to discuss and
disciple campers at all our camps.

Nightly worship includes both Korean &
English songs, complete with dance team!

Foosball is a hit at every camp!

When we have messages in Korean, we try
to provide a translator so that all can listen

and grow.

We not only want to give campers
opportunities to learn English & God’s Word,

but to also have fun!



GREETINGS FROM HOLLAND, MICHIGAN!
This summer flew by so quickly! It was full of many, many things – but it was also deeply
impactful and refreshing for me. I hope your summer has been equally full of God’s
blessings and encouragement for you!

MICHIGAN SUMMER!
This summer was also a gift of rest for me. Many of you may know how I said I was
excited to be home in Michigan over the summer, as I haven’t experienced a “Michigan”
summer in over 4 years! Michigan definitely delivered haha. I enjoyed time up north at a
family friend’s cottage, spent some relaxing days at the beach, made special memories
with my nephew, and had many meaningful conversations with my friends and
supporters like you. I’m so thankful for these moments of refreshment and the beauty of
God’s creation. 

SUPPORT RAISING JOURNEY
As I’ve shared before, one of my goals in each update is to keep you informed about
where I am in my support-raising journey. Originally, my plan was to be back in South
Korea this fall, but in God’s perfect timing, that door hasn’t opened quite yet.
Here’s an update on where I’m at right now:

8 partners have already committed to giving monthly—praise God!
To reach 100% of my monthly goal ($4,100), here’s what it could look like:
41 people giving $100/month
82 people giving $50/month
164 people giving $25/month

(These are just examples of how that goal could be reached. If you’re curious about
what this could look like for you or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach
out!)
Would you prayerfully consider how God might be leading you to partner—through
prayer, giving, or both? If you’d like to learn more, I’d love to connect with you personally.

LOOKING AHEAD
In October, I’m excited to travel to Oklahoma with a few friends to visit a fellow intern I
served with in South Korea. She’s home visiting family before heading back for another
year of ministry with the WOLKO team. We’re looking forward to catching up, enjoying
time together, and even seeing a musical!
I’m also in the early stages of planning an “open house” at my church, where I’ll be able
to share more details about my ministry journey, support needs, and answer questions.
I’ll send more information your way once details are finalized!

PRAYER REQUESTS
For the South Korea mainland team as they lead a 3-week English program at a
local school—teaching English, sharing God’s Word, and discipling students. Pray that
those who don’t yet know Christ would take steps toward Him.
For the Jeju Island team as they welcome this year’s Bible Institute students (many
are international!) Pray that this year strengthens their faith and prepares them to
follow God’s calling.
For continued progress in my monthly support raising—that God would provide the
right partners to join this mission.

THANK YOU!
I’m deeply grateful for each of you – for your prayers, encouragement, and generosity.
Thank you for walking with me in this journey of ministry. 

sunset views

night time “family walks” 
while on vacation

my nephew cheesin’

I made ultimate ramen to share
during vacation


