
We are Al and Lisa Gemmen and we
are missionaries with InnerCHANGE. 
Our kids are Josiah, Gideon, Falande, 
and Sonia. We serve in the Grand 
Rapids area. Al’s primary focus is 
spiritual formation in the homeless 
population. Lisa works with an 
immigrant women’s group and also
on the Staff Care Team for 
InnerCHANGE. Much of our life revolves around our four teenagers. This
is a busy and fulfilling time of life. Josiah (19) is a freshman at Calvin
University. He is in the pre-med track and enjoys theater and playing
board games as part of college life. Gideon (17) is a high school
sophomore. His main hobby is running and he is part of the GR Run
running club. Falande (16) is a high school freshman and enjoys
reading. Both Gideon and Falande work for New City Networks, which is
an afterschool mentoring program that uses music to build
relationships with neighborhood kids. Sonia (15) is in 8th grade. She
enjoys dancing and singing her heart out with a contagious joyful spirit.
They are a wonderful crew. One of the most chaotic and joyful times is
when all six of us are having dinner together. The stories, jokes, and
sometimes even mashed potatoes fly around the room! Al enjoys
mountain biking and playing music. You might find him at the Holland
Street Performers during the Summer. Lisa’s happy place is the beach
and she is often involved in the many activities of our four busy
teenagers. 
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A Note From Pastor Ken
“The Power Belongs To God”

2 Corinthians 4:7 – But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing
power belongs to God and not to us.

There are four words or phrases in the next two verses following the verse above that I would
like us to think about in this article. Each one expands the “jars of clay” thought and brings
them under the “surpassing power” authority of God.

The first word is “afflicted”. There are those who we know who are afflicted with various
diseases and physical calamities. But even in the midst of them they are not crushed to the
point of death. These folks continue to express their faith in God and trust Him to deliver them
from the disease or ailment.

The second word is “perplexed”. I think we all consider many things in this world as perplexing.
How politics operates is just one of many examples that make us perplexed. But we also have
the deep conviction that God is in control, so ultimately, we do not have to despair. In fact, we
may have a calling on our life to enter situations that are perplexing to bring the wisdom of
God to bear on those
situations.

The third word is “persecuted”. This is a word that we have not been too familiar with in
regards to our religious beliefs, but we are increasingly becoming aware that there is more
pressure in this area in recent years. But we also know that there has been religious
persecution in the past and there is, even now, religious persecution in other areas of the
world now. But we know from historical accounts and current reporting that those under
severe persecution are certainly not forsaken by God. So if persecution comes to us, in
whatever form, our God will not forsake us.

The fourth phrase is “struck down”. This phrase I would take to mean death. Even if we die we
are not destroyed. Our bodies do not just die and decay to be permanently destroyed. Our
souls are the life of our bodies and the souls at the timer of death are immediately in
paradise, or heaven, where they await the second coming of Christ. At that time our soul is
reunited with our new eternal body when the new heaven and new earth come to be. So even
in physical death we are not destroyed.

All of this is to say that the surpassing power belongs to our God and all that happens to us
on this earth is in God’s providence and plan so that His power may be manifested in us.
Think about that in this month of March as we begin to transition from winter to spring. Have
a great month and I’ll see you on the journey! All glory to God our Lord!

Pastor Ken
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Mary’s Monthly Meal
Creamy Chicken Pot Pie

Tater Tot Casserole

2-3 cups cooked chicken - shredded
Frozen tater tots
12-16 oz. frozen peas & carrots
1 can cream of chicken soup
½-1½ cup chicken broth OR ½ cup milk
2 t. onion powder
2 t. garlic powder
1-2 t. black pepper
2-3 cups shredded cheddar cheese

INGREDIENTS: 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees
Grease 9x13 pan
In a large bowl mix cooked chicken, frozen
vegetables, cream of chicken soup, seasonings, and
2 cups of cheese
spread into dish, then cover with tater tots 
Bake 30-40 minutes until bubbly. Then top with 1 cup
of remaining cheese and bake another 5-10 minutes
or until cheese is melted. 

INSTRUCTIONS:



IMPORTANT CHANGE IN
OFFERING SCHEDULE

Please be aware of the following changes to the 2026
Offering Schedule:

March 1  is no longer Hand to Hand, but will now be
for The Gideons.

st

June 14  is no longer open, but will now be for Hand
to Hand.

th

June 21  is no longer Alaska Bible Institute, but will
now be for The Gideons.

st

June 28  is no longer Gracie Immink, but will now be
for Grant Me Hope – Helen Zeerip

th







Decision Magazine 2022

You may ask, “What is the message of the Bible?” The message if the Bible is 
Jesus Christ.

The Bible is concerned only incidentally with the history of Israel or with a system of
ethics. The Bible is primarily concerned with the story of man’s redemption as it is
through Jesus Christ. If you read Scripture and miss the story of salvation, you have
missed its message and its meaning. The story if Jesus can be traced through 
the Bible. 

In Genesis, He is the Seed of the woman.
In Exodus, He is the Passover Lamb.
In Leviticus, He is the Atoning Sacrifice.
In Numbers, He is the Smitten Rock.
In Deuteronomy, He is the Prophet.
In Joshua, He is the Captain of the Lord’s hosts.
In Judges, He is the Deliverer.
In Ruth, He is the Heavenly Kinsman.
In 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles, He is the Promised King.
In Nehemiah, He is the Restorer of the nation.
In Esther, He is the Advocate.
In Job, He is my Redeemer.
In Psalms, He is my Song.
In Proverbs, He is Wisdom.
In Ecclesiastes, He is my Goal.
In the Song of Solomon, He is my Satisfier.
In the Prophets, He is the coming Prince of Peace.
In the Gospels, He is God in Christ Jesus, come to redeem.
In Acts, He is alive in the church.
In the Epistles. He is Christ at the Father’s right hand.
In Revelation, He is the Mighty Conqueror. 

The message of Jesus Christ, our Savior, is the story of the Bible - it is the story of
Salvation, Gospel, Life, Peace, Eternity and Heaven. The whole world ought to know
the story of the Bible.

Excerpt from



Spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel around the world.

M i s s i o n s
U p d a t e s
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Dear Overisel Reformed Church:

The new year has just begun, and we know that God is already moving! The
first weekend of January was Chicago Alive Youth Camp’s Winter Camp and
many of the children and teens from our neighborhoods had the opportunity
to attend. Although many of them face difficult home and school
environments, this camp is a space where they can feel safe to play, learn,
and rest. We have also continued our Community Mornings this year. Not
only is the warm breakfast and shower uplifting for the men and women who
visit, but so is the Word of God. We have witnessed hearts softening to His
truth. We also welcomed our After School Program children back last week.
There is much to look forward to and celebrate as we enter 2026. Thank you
for choosing to give to Family Empowerment Centers. We cannot continue
this good work without you!

Blessings.
Scott











The first several months of 2025 were full of big changes for us as a family. Our much-
needed extended home assignment wrapped up in May of 2025 with our youngest two
daughters finally becoming U.S. citizens and obtaining the necessary documents to legally
secure our family of five. This was greatly celebrated after many years of uncertainty and
questions. Through your prayers and steadfastness, we embraced this victory. We were
also able to spend time with many family and friends, travel, spent a week processing and
debriefing with other missionaries, and visit churches. Throughout this time, we also were
able to settle our oldest daughter into her next chapter of life in West Michigan. Again,
through your prayers and many of you caring for us, and her, she has settled in well and is
thriving. 

This led us to a very different return to Mozambique as a family of four. Though the
transition back has held many challenges, there have also been many ways the Lord has
moved. In particular, I was given an amazing opportunity in which we traveled to Botswana
to share at the African Palliative Care Association Conference (pictured below left). I was
able to share my Master’s research on using the arts in palliative care. This experience was
deeply encouraging to me as a nurse and an excellent opportunity to meet others who
are doing similar work and to encourage one another in such valuable care at the end of
life. 

Dara Vanden Bosch
A glimpse at what your support made possible

African Palliative Care Association Conference and Fernando (pictured in green shirt).



And finally, because of your great generosity, our team has been able to support a young
man to get further medical treatment than we could provide. Our dear friend Fernando
(pictured above right in the green shirt) has had a wound on his leg that we were not
able to cure with over five years of trying. With your help, we have been able to pay for him
to go to a private clinic every day for dressing changes and this wound is closer than it
has been for nearly six years. The gratitude that Fernando expresses to us is profound and
will forever change his life and has given him much needed hope for his future. 

Our challenges in 2025
The adjustment back to ministry after our time in the USA was more challenging than
anticipated. In addition, because of funding changes and foreign donors, the health care
system in Mozambique has experienced more challenges than in prior years. The local
hospital that usually provides resources my team uses have not always been able to
provide what we need. This not only has changed how we operate but it greatly affects
the population and entire community around us. People are often trying to utilized the
health system for things like malaria tests and the hospital doesn’t have tests or treatment
for this serious illness. Thanks to you, we have been able to purchase many supplies
privately so we can still provide holistic care to our palliative care patients. But this also
leaves my team and me in a constant state of being pressed to help beyond our target
population of those at the end of life. The need for adequate primary care is so great that
people look to us to provide this as well. We are in a constant state of discerning when the
Lord is prompting us help and when we need to refer to other resources. This is rarely easy
when very ill people don’t know where else to go for help. 

Malaria test/treatment and our palliative care team at Christmas

Please pray
Please pray for me and and my palliative care team (Rabeca J., Mariana, Dorca, and
Rabeca F.) as we make weekly visits to the patients on our census and for all of the losses
we experience through death. Please pray the Lord will continue to sustain us and give us
glimpse of His kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.” May we always shine a light as we
strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus to all we serve and everyone we encounter. 



Pray for the health care system and the support that it needs to provide even the most
basic care to the people in great need. Pray for leaders to have caring hearts and to
consider the impact of their actions. Pray for honest servants within the health care system
to do their best with what they have been given. Pray for discernment as we too often
have weighty decisions to make without all of the tools to make these decisions with
adequate information. May the Lord lead and guide us. 

Please pray for me personally to have eyes and ears to see and hear the voice of God
leading a guiding me as a mom, a wife, a nurse, a friend, an employer, an artist, a
homeschool teacher, a leader. Pray for a larger community of support for our family and
for deeper connections that encourage us to keep pressing on to what the Lord has in
store for his kingdom and our part in it. 

Support Our Mission
https://www.rca.org/global-mission/missionaries/chad-dara-vanden-bosch-2/

Give The Gift Of Hope
https://giftofhope.rca.org/

https://www.rca.org/global-mission/missionaries/chad-dara-vanden-bosch-2/
https://giftofhope.rca.org/


Thanks to your generosity, we are one step closer to having an audio recording of the entire
Bible in the Makua Shirima language from Northern Mozambique. The Makua Shirima people
number about 1 million and are considered to be a “minimally” reached people group with high
levels of illiteracy. This recording has been a long-term project in which we were able to make
significant progress in 2025. It is our hope that one more recording session in early 2026 can
bring this important project to a close. Following the finalization of the recording, we hope to
distribute the first audio Bibles to the Makua Shirima people by Easter. We pray that this Easter,
they will be able to hear the amazing salvation story in their own heart language.

Chad Vanden Bosch
A glimpse at what your support made possible

Your continued partnership has allowed New Harvest Farm (NHF) to continue to extend its
ministry footprint in the local community. This year the farm was able to expand and further
develop its agroforestry test plots. It has also been able to continue its effort to re-introduce
two native, drought resistant crops. These crops (finger millet and a local variety of black-
eyed pea) have huge food security potential for this particular area. The farm also saw a
significant improvement in infrastructure by adding a new irrigation pond that will expand the
irrigation capabilities. Another exciting development at the farm was the groundbreaking for a
demonstration farmstead. This one-acre farmstead will demonstrate what a sustainable
family farm could look like in this particular context. We will be developing this farmstead over
the next two to three years. This farmstead will give the farm another platform in which we can
expand our Bible-based agricultural training program. 2025 also saw an expansion of New
Harvest Farm’s training materials beyond the borders of Mozambique. NHF is now producing
training videos, which have the potential to bring hope to communities around the world.

Thank you for your continued partnership!



Our challenges in 2025
2025 had no lack of ministry challenges. One of the major challenges faced was a
persistent banking issue. This challenge meant that we struggled to receive project
funding for a significant portion of the year. The issue was caused by a combination of
financial law changes in Mozambique, as well as banking changes with our partner
organization in the U.S. We had funds available, but were not able to get them to
Mozambique. This created a major challenge to pay the monthly project costs, let alone
further develop our projects. Praise the Lord, this issue has now been resolved. 

Another major challenge in 2025 was the extreme weather. After a poor rainy season,
drought conditions set in. Our area didn’t receive significant rainfall from April until
November. This was compounded by extreme temperatures, causing significant loss of
crops in the local community. The rains finally came in November, and they didn’t stop for
seven weeks. During that time period, we received nearly 40 inches of rain, causing
widespread flooding, extreme erosion, and more crop loss. As you can imagine, this has
created yet another food security crisis in our locality. Praise the Lord, the agroforestry test
plots at New Harvest Farm were able to withstand these extreme weather events and are
acting as a shining light to the local community of the Lord’s provision through sustainable
agriculture. 

Please pray
•   Pray for the successful completion of the Bible recording in the Makua Shirima
language. Pray that the Lord would prepare the hearts of those who will soon be listening
to his Word in their own language.
•   Pray for the ministry of New Harvest Farm as they continue to bring Bible-based
agricultural training to local community. Pray for new opportunities to share and that
many farmers would catch the vision of what “Growing with God” can look like.

•   Pray for our family as we navigate the daily challenges of ministry, homeschool, and life
in a challenging context. 



Good afternoon Church Partner,

Gateway Mission currently has several career opportunities
available, and we are prayerfully seeking individuals who feel
called to serve men, women, and children in need in our
community. Working at Gateway Mission is more than a job - it’s
an opportunity to be part of life-changing work rooted in hope,
restoration, and service. 

You can view our current openings and learn more about joining
our team here:
https://hopefoundhere.org/about/careers 

One of our greatest current needs is at our Gateway Women &
Children’s Center, specifically within our state-licensed daycare.
Open positions include: 

Child Care Lead Teachers - Gateway Women & Children’s
Center
Child Care Assistant - Gateway Women & Children’s Center

Thank you for your continued support,
Jason Parks | Community Relations Coordinator

Gateway Mission 

https://hopefoundhere.org/about/careers







