
Here is a review of the latest information on procedures for worship as we strive to make as 

many members of our church family feel as comfortable as possible coming together in the 

Sanctuary.  

Last week, in response to requests, a “Mask Required” section was created for Sunday worship.  

This section is located on the east side (Praise Band side) of the Sanctuary.  To minimize 

exposure, those wishing to sit in this section may park on the east side of the church, entering 

and exiting through the doors on the east side of the Sanctuary.  As a result of creating this area, 

the previous “no singing zone” has been discontinued at this time (this is the section that had 

been located on the west/organ side). 

As you are probably aware, on Friday Governor Whitmer announced new mask requirements for 

individuals and businesses.  That Executive Order also specifically stated, “…no individual is 

subject to penalty under section 8 of this order for removing a mask while engaging in religious 

worship at a house of religious worship.  Consistent with guidance from the CDC, congregants 

are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings during religious services.” 

 

We continue to recommend that people wear masks during the service.  While the new order 

does not necessarily apply while you attend worship, we ask that you at a minimum please wear 

masks as you enter and exit the Sanctuary.  Again, as noted above, the only area where masks are 

currently required throughout the service is in the newly-created “Mask Required” section.  We 

also still have a limited supply of masks at church, but ask that people bring their own masks 

from home. 

Our other precautions remain in place: 

• In both the sanctuary and balcony, we are closing off every other row of pews.  Please do 

not sit in those pews that have been marked off. 

• Family groups should keep a distance of at least 6 feet from other family groups within 

the pews. 

• We have hand sanitizer in several places in the lobby and entrances. 

• Greeters will be at the West, East, and Southeast doors of the church to open doors so 

that no one else needs to touch any doors. Other interior doors, except bathrooms, will 

remain open. The Southwest door will remain closed due to the kitchen construction. 

• Ushers will bring people into the sanctuary before the service and will release us after the 

service to reduce “bunching” in the aisles. 

• We request that people observe social distancing in the church lobby and take seats in the 

sanctuary when you get to church. You are more than welcome to enjoy fellowship after 

the service, but we request that you move outside to talk. 

• The service will also be simulcast in the Family Life Center. Tables will be set up 8 feet 

apart for families to view the service in there. 

• Other rooms such as the choir room and other classrooms will also have the YouTube 

livestream of the service if needed, though there will be a lag between the live service 

and the livestream of 10-40 seconds. 

• The nursery will not be staffed but will be available for a parent to attend to their own 

children there. 



• Offering plates will not be passed, but will be available at the doors when entering or 

exiting the sanctuary. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. We understand that many people will 

still choose to worship via the livestream for a while yet, so please continue to do what you feel 

is best for your family.   

The Consistory continues to closely monitor the COVID-19 situation and adjust as events 

dictate.  Thank you for your continued patience, understanding, and observance of these 

guidelines, as we strive to create a safe and joyful worship environment for everyone! 


