
On Tuesday evening, the ORC Consistory decided to re-open our Sunday morning worship service effective this coming 

Sunday, May 31. 

God calls his people to be a worshipping community many times in the Bible. We will also continue to livestream the 

worship services for the foreseeable future. While we care for each other and our neighbor, and do not want to not take 

unnecessary risks, we also recognize that life is never without a certain amount of risk.  We also respect our members’ 

ability to make wise decisions about what is best for themselves. Since this is Pastor Randy’s last Sunday with us, we felt 

that it would be a good time for us to come back together for worship. 

As you may know, the number of new covid-19 cases in Michigan has been dropping consistently, in spite of doubling 

the tests performed to over 20,000 tests per day this month. We never experienced the type of outbreak that has been 

seen in the Detroit area, and with the summer heat, humidity, and UV sunshine increasing, the state projects that the 

number of cases will continue dropping to near zero in the coming month. 

In order to protect those at higher risk and to reduce the probability of transmitting disease, we will be taking the 

following precautions: 

• In the sanctuary and balcony, we will be closing off every other row of pews. 

• Family groups should keep a distance of 6 feet from other family groups within the pews. 

• We will have hand sanitizer in several places in the lobby and entrances. 

• We recommend that people wear masks during the service. We will have a limited supply of masks at church but 

ask that people take their own masks from home. (Singing is the time when the virus is especially likely to be 

projected more than 6 feet.) 

• For those who do not want to be in an area with singing, the west section of the sanctuary (organ side) will be a 

“no singing zone” (but feel free to hum along if you want to!). 

• Consistory members will be at the West, East, and Southeast doors of the church to open doors so that no one 

else needs to touch any doors. Other interior doors, except bathrooms, will remain open. The Southwest door 

will remain closed due to the kitchen construction. 

• Consistory members will usher people into the sanctuary before the service and will release us after the service 

to reduce “bunching” in the aisles. 

• We request that people observe social distancing in the church lobby and take seats in the sanctuary when you 

get to church. After the service we request that people move outside to talk. 

• The service will be simulcast in the Family Life Center. Tables will be set up 8 ft apart for families to view the 

service in there. 

• Other rooms such as the choir room and other classrooms will have the Youtube livestream of the service if 

needed, though there will be a lag between the live service and the livestream of 10-40 seconds. 

• The nursery will not be staffed but will be available for a parent to attend to their own children there. 

• Offering plates will not be passed, but will be available at the doors when entering or exiting the sanctuary. 

• Pre-sealed communion cups with a wafer and juice will not be passed during the communion service, but will 

also be available at the entrances to the sanctuary. Please take as many as your family needs when entering the 

sanctuary. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. We understand that many people will still choose to worship via 

the livestream for a while yet, please do what you feel is best for your family. 



Thank you all for your patience, prayers, and support over these past 10 weeks while we haven’t been able to worship 

together. 

And personally, I’d also like to thank you for the many cards, letters, phone calls, emails, visits, prayers, and other ways 

you have encouraged my family and I over the past month too. We will miss you and will be praying for you and your 

next pastor too. I’m sure we’ll see you occasionally as we visit family in the area. 

 

Always together in His service, 

For the ORC Consistory, 

Pastor Randy 


