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In today’s culture there is a surging growth in the number of those who identify themselves as 

transgender in some form or fashion.  The entrenched conversations politically and socially have 

seemingly unleashed the floodgates of gender dysphoria into the communities and friend groups of 

America.  This surge of the gender dysphoric and those who empathize with their dysphoria and its 

effects inside of them and outside of them has grown so strong that it has almost put the conversation 

of homosexuality back into the closet it came from.  Almost, but not quite. 

In any case, the issues of transgenderism and gender dysphoria, two terms which need clear cut 

definitions and descriptions, have progressed from the depths of darkness bursting onto the scene 

unabashedly and without any lack of fervor from which one might assume it will recede quietly into the 

night.  No, the issues of transgenderism, gender dysphoria, and the nearly forgotten step-child of 

homosexuality are being normalized in a world that rejects God’s instruction and fears not His judgment. 

In this world, wherein Satan & Company, and those who associate with them, are continually destroying 

God’s standards of truth through cries of intolerance, injustice, and accusaphobia, we as believers must 

stand ready to defend the truth in our own souls and the residents of this world with whom we reside as 

foreigners. 

Our role is to represent our spiritual kingdom in this fallen world as God’s servants for His glory.  We 

cannot do so if we ignore or acquiesce to the world’s demands for tolerance of perversions as 

acceptable norms and standards.  We are to be set apart from this world by the Word of God as we take 

in its instruction by the Holy Spirit and depend on God’s teaching regarding all things.  Such was Jesus’ 

prayer to our Heavenly Father in John 17:17 where He commanded the Father to sanctify not only His 

disciples, but all who would believe in Him as Savior (cf. John 17:20). 

 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” 

The word “sanctify” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἁγίασον (“ha-gi-ah-son”) which literally 

means, “You are commanded to perform the action in a point in time to set something apart for service 

through cleansing.” 

Jesus asked that the Father cleanse believers by the truth in order that believers would be set apart for 

service to God by the renovation of their mind (cf. Rom. 12:1-2).  It is the truth which cleanses believers 

from that which they learned while they walked in the futility of mind (cf. Eph. 4:17-19) through 

carnality as “sons of disobedience” (cf. Eph. 2:1-3). 

The word “truth” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀληθεία (“ah-lae-thei-ah”) which literally 

means, “that which corresponds to reality, based on response.”  When Pilate asked Jesus, “What is 

truth?” in John 18:38 it was in response to Jesus’ statement that He came to testify to the truth (cf. John 

18:37).  He came to testify to “that which corresponds to reality, based on response.” 

Pilate had become so disillusioned to reality through the perversions of power in the Roman society that 

he questioned Jesus’ confidence regarding truth.  Truth is that which is real and actual.  Truth is based 

on response to the supernatural reality of God’s created universe and the divine establishments which 



Transgenderism, Gender Dysphoria, and Homosexuality 
Dr. Todd Bounds 

2 
 

He created in order to reflect the reality of His design, plan, and purpose for His creation.  Divine 

establishments such as individual responsibility through personal accountability to Him, marriage 

ordained as being between a man and a woman, the familial structure of authority and progeny as the 

basis for society, and the governmental regulation of social groups under nationalism in order that 

man’s divinely endowed rights would be protected. 

Truth is that which relates to reality, but it does not relate to reality as man sees it.  No, rather, truth is 

not limited to man’s perspective but it is revealed through God’s creation and revelation.  Reality may 

be accurately perceived or inaccurately perceived, but whether one sees it accurately or not does not 

dictate what reality is.  Reality is not affected by man’s perception of it, only man is affected by his 

perception of reality. 

Jesus came to testify to reality concerning who God is, who man is, man’s need for God, man’s need for 

a savior, and man’s original design as a human created in the image and likeness of God.  In His life He 

manifested these realities to fallen man who can see truth by looking at Jesus’ life and actions.  Jesus 

asked the Father to sanctify believers in that which is reality, and He declared God’s Word is truth. 

Thus, the believer is to be set apart for service to God by being cleansed by His Word because His Word 

is that which corresponds to reality, expressing what is real concerning this universe and all that is 

within it. 

Reality must be the basis for our decisions, regardless of the category of topic.  As foreigners living 

among a people who are not our people, in a kingdom which is not our kingdom, we are to be doing 

business for our King.  Thus, as we interact with those in this world who belong to this world or are 

failing to be ambassadors for God by their embrace of the world’s gratifications, we must do so with a 

firm hand on truth as we express it in self-sacrificial and unconditional love. 

In dealing with transgenderism and gender dysphoria in both truth and love it is critically important that 

the believer is able to separate out the difference between the transgenderism the issue and a 

transgender person.  However, believers must understand the nature of both transgenderism the issue 

and the transgender individual.  This begins with remembering Jude’s instruction in Jude 1:20-21, 

 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 

 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

 eternal life.  And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the 

 fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.” 

In dealing with both issues and people believers are to: 

 1.  Keep themselves abiding in the love of God (v.21) being careful to walk in fellowship with 

 God and not depart from fellowship (cf. Eph. 5:15-21; 1 John 1:5-10;  

 2.  Wait anxiously for the rapture and glorified body (the “mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ”) (v.21). 

 3.  Build themselves up by faith, developing spiritual maturity through the intake and application 

 of God’s instruction by faith (v.20). 

 4.  Be praying in the Holy Spirit, saturated to the point of control by Him (cf. Eph. 5:18). 
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 5.  Have mercy on those who are waving and instable in their decisions and thoughts because 

 they are confused about or lack truth (v. 22-23a). 

 6.  Have mercy on those who are fully engaged as willful participants with their flesh with 

 focused consideration of the flesh of that individual and the soul of that individual, choosing 

 carefully how to interact with them in order to soften them to truth and provide it to them (v. 

 23b). 

The believer needs to allow God’s Word to instruct him on what to believe about all issues of life 

promulgated in this world, including the issues of transgenderism, gender dysphoria, and 

homosexuality.  But to the same degree the believer needs to allow God’s Word to instruct him on how 

to act and interact with those who have departed from reality for a perceived version which they tout as 

truth. 

There are transgender issues and there are transgender people.  A biblical perspective of both stabilizes 

the believer in order that he can effectively defend the truth while showing mercy in speaking the truth 

in love under the Holy Spirit’s control.  That is and should be the goal of the believer in today’s society, 

particularly in the topics at hand of transgenderism, gender dysphoria and homosexuality. 

If the believer focuses on and relates too much to the transgender issues while not accounting for the 

person who is swallowed up its deceptive grasp then he is vulnerable to becoming legalistic (demanding 

the standard be kept without any grace orientation) in his defense of truth.  Conversely, if the believer 

focuses on and relates too much to the transgender person, then he is vulnerable to becoming deceived 

into tolerance through licentiousness (taking license to do whatever one pleases without submission to 

authority or law). 

The believer must operate in a grace orientation from his position of fellowship with God in order to 

effectively defend the truth of God’s Word while providing what is necessary for those who have 

departed from truth to be restored to truth by operating in love. 

Defending truth requires that we understand the terminology and experiences of those who accept or 

live out transgenderism, gender dysphoria, and homosexuality.  Without a doubt recognize that God will 

judge these sins along with all sin on the basis of whether or not the individual has placed their personal 

faith upon Jesus Christ as their Savior.  Even for the transgender, gender dysphoric, or homosexual there 

is salvation at the cross (cf. John 3:16-20).  And for the transgender, gender dysphoric, or homosexual 

believer the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse them of this sin experientially (cf. 1 John 1:7) just as it 

does with believers whose sin resides in other categories. 

The first thing believers need to understand concerning transgenderism, gender dysphoria, and 

homosexuality is the terminology that is used by those in these communities.  This, however, can be a 

different task.  It is difficult because in the transgender community the terms are not based on 

definitions, but based on meaning.  To make things easier on the believer a static definition of terms will 

allow him to begin to build the framework he needs in order to understand the way that an individual in 

the transgender and associates community might be using them.  The believer cannot defend truth if he 

is not able to communicate effectively with those across the aisle from him.  Thus, a glossary of terms. 
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Glossary of Terms1 

Transgender:  A person who in small degree or large degree experiences disharmony between  

   their biological sex and their gender.  This can be used to describe a person who  

   relates in experience more to the gender opposite to their sex or it can be used  

   to describe a person who believes that they are the opposite sex because of  

   their identification as the gender opposite to their sex.  It usually describes a  

   male who identifies as a female or a female who identifies as a male, and  

   expresses that identity either socially, hormonally, or surgically. 

Biological Sex:  A term used in the transgender community to refer to the biological features of  

   a person’s body (particularly, but not exclusively, the male or female   

   reproductive features with which they were born). 

Gender:  A term used in the transgender community to refer to the psychological, social,  

   and cultural aspects of being male or female in one’s gender role and gender  

   identity. 

Gender Role:  A term used in the transgender community to describe the stereotypical  

   behavior by which males and females are expected to operate as masculine or  

   feminine individuals. 

Gender Identity: A term used in the transgender community to describe an individual’s internal  

   sense or view of self through thoughts, feelings, or experiences as male, female, 

   both, or neither.  This is psychological in nature, being rooted in the individual’s  

   mind. 

Gender Dysphoria: A term used in the transgender community to describe the psychological  

   distress some people feel when their perception of themselves does not agree  

   with their biological sex.  This term can describe how a person feels or it can be  

   a psychological diagnosis given to the individual by a psychologist or   

   psychiatrist.  Gender Dysphoria is currently identified as a mental disorder in the 

   Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (5th Edition). 

Non-binary:  A term used in the transgender community to describe an individual who does  

   not identify as male or female, identifying as neither male nor female. 

Self-ID:   A term used in the transgender community to describe an individual who has  

   not had a formal psychological diagnosis of gender dysphoria, but has self- 

   identified as gender dysphoric. 

 
1 These terms were derived from having read Embodied by Preston Sprinkle (©Preston Sprinkle 2021. Published by 
David C. Cook) and my personal understanding of the information he communicated through his experiences and 
conversations with the transgender community.  
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Rapid Onset Gender Dysphoria:  A term used to describe the rapid occurrence of gender   

    dysphoria in a person, who had previously little to no gender dysphoric  

    perception, but have been influenced by social circles and   

    environments. 

Detransitioner:  A term used to describe a transgender person who transitioned to some degree  

   (socially, hormonally, or surgically) and has since decided to return to identifying 

   as their biological sex. 

Autogynephilia:  A term used to describe a male who is sensually or sexually aroused or   

   comforted by the thought of himself as a female. 

Autoanerephilia: A rarely used term which describes a female who is sensually or sexually  

   aroused or comforted by the thought of herself as a male. 

Homosexual:  An individual who identifies themselves as being physically, romantically, and  

   sexually attracted to those who belong to their same sex.  This can describe a  

   male who identifies as being attracted to other males or to the category of all  

   same sex attraction including lesbianism (females physically, romantically, or  

   sexually attracted to other females). 

Those outside of the transgender community typically only speak of transgender in terms of a binary 

gender identity.  However, if the believer is going to accurately understand and effectively communicate 

to those in the transgender community he needs to understand the non-binary spectrum of gender 

dysphoric transgenderism.  Else, he and the one with whom he is speaking will be in two different 

conversations in spite of utilizing the same terminology. 

Binary transgenderism is effectively the extent of the non-transgender community’s understanding of 

transgenderism.  It relies heavily on gender identity for its understanding, failing to recognize the impact 

that gender role stereotypes play in the transgender community’s understanding. 

Simply put, binary transgenderism mistakenly believes that transgenderism is merely the inaccurate 

label of a man who believes he is a woman or a woman who believes she is a man.  This focuses only on 

the male to female (or female to male) transition espoused by a gender identity transgender and ignores 

the sense of experience that a gender role transgender individual. 

In a binary, you-only-have-two-options, world things are black and white (male or female).  This 

perspective works in describing a gender identity transgender individual fine.  But when dealing with an 

individual who considers themselves to be transgender based upon their experience with gender roles it 

is lacking. 

The gender role transgender views gender based upon a spectrum that measures how completely, or 

incompletely, an individual matches up with personal, familial, societal, or even biblical expectations and 

stereotypes. Thus, an individual who identifies as transgender based upon their experiences and 

interests can be a blend of masculine or feminine and is not merely one or the other. 
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According to this perspective anyone who has ever failed to meet gender role expectations or does not 

fully carry out the interests or behaviors stereotypically expected for their sex is trans (for example, a 

boy liking pink instead of blue or a girl liking to play sports rather than dress up).  However, this does not 

mean that all those who are considered trans by the transgender community because of some degree of 

lacking to match their sex’s gender role will personally experience gender dysphoria. 

However, it does mean that basically every person on the planet is transgender based upon gender role.  

Stereotypes play a large part in the transgender community.  Far larger a part than those in the non-

transgender community understand without seeking more than a ten-foot-pole perspective of the 

transgender community. 

But, does failing to completely align with society’s expectations for your sex’s gender role inherently 

mean that you are part male and part female?  Absolutely not.  If it were so, then there would not be 

any transgenderism at all, for everyone would be transgender. 

But beyond that reality, personal uniqueness in humanity as a reflection of the uniqueness of God 

Himself is to be expected.  Stereotypes are great at describing a generically defined group of people.  

But they are horrible at accurately describing every single individual within that generically defined 

group of people. 

For example, to say Mexicans wear sombreros is stereotypically accurate statement.  But it only applies 

to a generically defined group and not to every single person who holds Mexican nationality. 

Furthermore, many other nationalities and races enjoy the sombrero as a hat that keeps the sun’s rays 

from damaging their skin in the heat of the day. 

God has created humanity in such a way that even in the fallen nature, every human has a unique 

personality.  All males do not all like the same things and all females do not like the same things.  Some 

men cry more than others.  Some women are emotionally numb like some men.  This does not speak to 

the reality of whether they are male or female, but purely speaks to their interests.  God’s Word 

however does speak to the reality of being male or female, however. 

In Genesis 1:27 Moses records God’s creation of man, 

 “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 

 created them.” 

The word “man” in Genesis 1:27 it is translated form the word  ָ֙אָדם (“ah-dahm”) which refers to 

humanity as a whole.  God created humanity (comprised of males and females) in His own image.  The 

Hebrew word for “image” is  ַ֙צְלמ (“tsalm”) which literally means, “as a representation of an essence.”  

Humanity, males and females, representations of God’s essence.  God is unique in His essence, there is 

none like Him (cf. Jer. 10:6; 1 Sam. 2:2; 1 Chron. 17:20; Deut. 33:26; Ex. 8:10, et al.) 
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The word “male” in Genesis 1:27 is translated from the Hebrew word ֙ר ָ֙זָכָ֥  (“za-kar”) which refers to the 

male member of the human species.  It refers heavily to the man by his biological composition having 

male features (such as male reproductive organs). 

Likewise the word “female” in Genesis 1:27 is translated from the Hebrew word ה  (”n-qae-va“) ְנֵקָבָ֖

which refers to the female member of the human species, relying heavily on the female’s bodily features 

that distinguish her from and are complementary to the male. 

This passage is quoted in Mark 10:6 where we see the terms for male and female are even more explicit 

in their descriptions of the male and female, describing them by the functions of the characteristics of 

their male and female biological features. 

 “But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.” 

Here, “male” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀρσεν (“ar-sen”) which literally means, 

“discharger of sperm, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  As Mark quotes 

Genesis 1:27 he does so like Moses did, relying heavily on the expression of the biological characteristics 

of the male body’s features. 

The word “female” is translated from the Koine Greek word θῆλυ (“thae-lu”) which literally means, 

“feeder from the breast, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  Again, Mark leans 

heavily, like Moses did, on the expression of the female body’s biological characteristics. 

Remember the command of God to Adam and his woman in the garden to be fruitful and multiply.  It 

was for this reason that God created males as “dischargers of sperm” and females as “feeders from the 

breast.”  They are God’s tools to bring forth more humans into this world to be used to glorify Him to 

Satan & Company. 

God defines males and females of the human race by their sex, not by their experience in matching 

societal or cultural or even biblical stereotypes or descriptions of men and women. 

What about the other words for “man” or “woman” in Scripture?  They should have something to say 

regarding the experience of men and women.  They certainly do.  Particularly informative is the God’s 

revelation concerning men wearing women’s clothes and women wearing men’s clothes in 

Deuteronomy 22:5. 

 “A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for 

 whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.” 

Here the word for “woman” is ה  which refers to a female human being who is in a female (”ish-shah“) ִאש ָּׁ֔

human body.  This is the same word that is used in Genesis 2:23 where Adam calls his woman “woman” 

because she was taken out of man.  In Adam’s reference to the one God created as his helpmate in 

glorifying and serving God as one he was not focused on merely her biological form, but rather the 

person that would later become Eve.  ה  .is a reference to the female person in female form ִאש ָּׁ֔
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Back in Deuteronomy 22:5 the word for “man” is ֶגֶֶּ֖בר (“ge-ber”) which refers to a male human being who 

is operational in a male human body.  Rather than use the general term for a male human being here 

יׁש)  to emphasize a man who is at his most competent and capable level; he is ֶגֶֶּ֖בר iysh”), Moses uses“ ִאָּׁ֔

in his prime. 

Both of these terms identify the respective gendered human being within their respective sexed human 

bodies.  In other words, God does not separate the maleness of the being from the maleness of his body 

(or the femaleness of the being from the femaleness of her body).  

Notice the prohibition given is that the gendered male is not to dress as a biological female and vice 

versa.  Both of the words referring to wearing or putting on the opposite sex’s clothing is identified with 

the Hebrew yiqtol form identifying a norm or standard of dressing as the opposite sex.  Identifying as a 

male or female socially through one’s attire is prohibited in the Law. 

Some will argue that because this prohibition is in the Law it is no longer required to be kept because 

the Law has been fulfilled by Jesus Christ.  However, while the Law has truly been fulfilled by Jesus 

Christ, and its commandments are not a part of the believer’s spiritual life in this present age (the 

Church Age), notice the reason that is given by Moses at the end of the verse. 

 “…For whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.” 

Crossdressing for Israel was a prohibited activity because it was-and still is-an abomination to God.  The 

word “abomination” is translated from the Hebrew word ת ַ֛  which means, “repulsive (”to-a-vat“) תֹוֲעב 

because of a flagrant violation of a standard.” 

God is repulsed by crossdressing regardless of the age in which it occurs because it violates the standard 

of his design for the male and the female.  A male body is to reflect the man’s maleness externally. In 

exactly the same manner the female body is also to reflect the woman’s femaleness externally.  It goes 

back to the complementary design of God from which He designed the body of the male and the body of 

the female to be physically different, each as representatives of His uniqueness (cf. Gen. 1:26-27).  

When a person takes up cross dressing that person is shrouding the design of God for his body, twisting 

it to misrepresent God’s design, purpose, and standard for man.  Hence it is an abomination. 

But what about homosexuality?  Turn to Romans 1:26 where Paul identifies the ultimate source of 

homosexuality is because worship is misplaced by man onto creation rather than the creator. 

 “For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the 

 natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the 

 natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men, 

 committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  And 

 just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

 mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 

 greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of 

 God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventers of evil, disobedient to parents, without 
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 understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of 

 God, that those who practice such things are worth of death, they not only do the same, but 

 also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” 

In the beginning portion of Paul’s discourse on the consequences of worshiping creation rather than its 

Creator, he identifies that women and men abandoned the natural function of the woman for what is 

unnatural and burned in their desire for one another. 

Here, Paul uses the same two terms as Mark in describing those who are male in body and female in 

body respectively.  The words “women” and “woman” in verse 26 and also in verse 27 are both from the 

root word θῆλυς (“thae-lus”) meaning, “feeder from the breast, based on response.”  The word “men” 

in Romans 1:27 is ἄρσενες (“ar-sen-es”) meaning, “discharger of sperm, based on initiation.”  The focus 

of God’s declaration is that biological females and biological males have ceased utilizing the opposite sex 

in a manner that is consistent with God’s physical creation of each sex’s bodies.  This is further 

emphasized in Paul’s statement that homosexuals and lesbians have exchanged the “natural function” 

for that which is unnatural. 

The word “natural” is translated from the Koine Greek word φυσικὴν (“phu-si-kaen”) meaning, 

“pertaining to the characteristics of what has been created, based on response.”  The nature of 

something is based on response to the characteristics which God created something to possess.  Thus, 

the “natural” function of the woman being in view as having been abandoned identifies that males and 

females have forsaken the characteristics of the female body’s function in order to engage in indecent 

acts. 

The word “function” is translated from the Koine Greek word χρῆσιν (“chrae-sin”) which means, “state 

or manner of utilization, based on response.”  God’s design for the female’s physical from was to 

correspond biologically to the male’s body in order that the two together could cohabit and multiply in 

obedience to the command of God in the Age of Innocence (cf. Gen 1:28; 2:18, 21—25). 

Homosexuality and lesbianism require that males and females reject the characteristics that belong to 

the manner of utilization that God created the male and female bodies respectively to possess.  Again, 

this is emphasized through the specific words expressing biology not identity when God describes 

homosexuality in Romans 1:26-27 (ἄρσενες emphasizing a biological male and θῆλυς emphasizing a 

biological female).   

This is important to note because it reveals that God’s declaration concerning homosexuality and lesbian 

behavior is expressed in terms of biological sex rather than gender identity.  Since this is the case, God’s 

focus is on the male body not the masculine person.  The same focus of God is on the female body not 

the feminine person when it comes to homosexuality and lesbianism.  This is something which 

transgenderism and homosexuality (inc. lesbianism) rejects since the focus within that community is 

predominantly centering on the person’s experience apart from and/or in disharmony to their biological 

sex. 

In 1 Corinthians 6:9 Paul identifies the effeminate and homosexual in a list of sinful activity. 
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  “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 

 deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 

 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the 

 kingdom of God.” 

In verse 9, the last two descriptions, “nor effeminate” and “nor homosexuals” describe both the passive 

male in the homosexual intercourse and the active male in the intercourse. 

“Effeminate” is translated from the Koine Greek word μαλακοὶ (“mal-ah-koi”) which means, “soft to the 

touch, based on initiation.”  When used to describe clothing it refers to the physical softness, 

gentleness, or delicateness of material.  But when used to describe a human it was used to identify one 

who made himself soft to the sexual touch of another male by his own decision.  The masculine gender 

of μαλακοὶ emphasizes the individual made a volitional decision to initiate his softness for the purpose 

of receiving the touch of another.  Μαλακοὶ refers to one who has assumed a submissive reception to 

the sexual activity of another male who is the active aggressor in the sexual activity.  The expression of a 

μαλακοὶ individual was often times evident by their outward appearance. 

The word “homosexuals” in 1 Corinthians 6:9 is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀρσενοκοῖται 

(“ar-sen-o-koi-tai”) which means, “one who discharges sperm in sexual activity, based on initiation.”  

Rather than focusing merely on the male body’s design by God to be a discharger of sperm such as 

ἀρσεν identifies, the compound word of ἀρσενοκοῖται specifically identifies the one who discharges 

sperm in the activity of sex, rather than just possesses the ability within his body.  Thus, ἀρσενοκοῖται 

describes the male who is the discharger of sperm in sexual intercourse with a male who has chosen to 

be the recipient of his action. 

This is explicit description from God’s utilization of the Koine Greek language through Paul that clearly 

identifies the indecency of homosexual sexual intercourse.  God’s description includes both the 

sodomizer (ἀρσενοκοιται) and the sodomized (μαλακοὶ).  Both are identified in a list of those who “will 

not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

However, the blood of Christ has paid the penalty for all sins, including homosexuality (and lesbianism).  

1 Corinthians 6:11 recognizes that among the believer in Corinth there were those who were 

homosexuals that had been justified, sanctified, and washed in the name of Jesus and by the Holy Spirit. 

 “Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 

 in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” 

Homosexuals, whether the passive recipient or active aggressor, are able to be redeemed by the blood 

of Christ on the cross.  Consequently, as new spiritual creatures in Christ who have been released from 

the bondage of the sinful nature which has enslaved every man from birth the homosexual can walk in 

the newness of his spiritual life in Christ and participate in the Holy Spirit renovating his mind by the 

Word of God.  The same renovation is true for all who have been regenerated into new creatures in the 

moment of their faith in Jesus Christ to pay the penalty for their sins. 
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Who are those who are “the unrighteous?”  They are those who have not accepted Jesus Christ’s 

sacrifice as the payment for the wages of their sinful nature.  Those who have depended upon Jesus 

Christ’s payment for their sins are “the righteous” (cf. 1 John 2:29 which identifies those who perform 

the righteousness are begotten by God as well as 1 John 3:7-8i). 

Thus, by believing upon Christ the sinner is justified before God through the imputation of Christ’s 

righteousness to him (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21).  For the believer who subsequently engages or continues to 

engage in homosexual behavior he is out of fellowship with God and it is impossible to renew him to 

fellowship with God while he continues in his thought process, lifestyle, and activity.  However, should 

the homosexual believer heed the discipline of God and the conviction of the Holy Spirit when God’s 

Word is presented to him he is able to confess his sin to the Father and be restored to fellowship with 

God. 

In no way does homosexuality or any other sin of a believer result in the loss of his salvation and 

spiritual life.  His sins, past, present, and future, have been charged to Jesus Christ and his certificate of 

debt for sin has been nailed to the cross with the result that it remains affixed to the cross forever by 

the grace and righteousness of God. 

The imputation of Jesus’ righteousness to those who believe in Him secure them forever as righteous 

before God.  This should be the motivator for submission to God as the One who has created the 

universe, including the male and female bodies along with the intended purpose in their utilization.  As 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:12-13, 

 “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable.  All things are lawful for me, but I 

 will not be mastered by anything.  Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God 

 will do away with both of them.  Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the 

 Lord is for the body.” 

Likewise the believer should keep in the forefront of his mind and utilize as a mental attitude 1 

Corinthians 6:20 wherein Paul identifies our bodies have been bought with a price and, consequently, 

the believer is to glorify God in his body. 

 “For you have been bought with a price:  therefore glorify God in your body.” 

 
i The NASB translates v. 29 as “…you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”  
However, the word “practices” is translated from the Koine Greek word ποιῶν (“poi-ohn”) meaning 
“accomplishes” or literally, “performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be credited with 
having accomplished something based on his own initiation.”  The action which the individual in v.29 has been 
credited with accomplishing is “righteousness” coming from τὴν δικαιοσύνην (“taen di-kai-o-su-naen”), literally, 
“the conformity to the specifications of the blueprints or design and referring to the one who has accepted Christ 
as the righteous One of God who has taken away the sins of the world; thus, one who has performed the action of 
conforming to God’s specifications regarding Jesus Christ with the simultaneous and unconditional result that he is 
“born of Him.”  Simplified, 1 John 2:29, as well as 1 John 3:7 speak to the individual who believes upon Jesus Christ 
as his personal savior as one who has “accomplished the righteousness.”  Conversely, 1 John 3:8 identifies the 
opposite is also true, those who accomplish the unrighteousness (by means of the same linguistic evidence as v. 29 
in its respective relationship to 1 John 3:8) are those who keep rejecting Jesus Christ as their personal savior. 


