
Galatians 1:15-2:10 

Summary of  
Principles & Doctrines 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

1. God’s direct will intersects in the course of human 
history within the moment in time in which He is well-
pleased to carry out His specific objective. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

2. God’s determination of when to act is based upon 
His character, primarily that of His omniscience, love, 
righteousness, and sovereignty. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

4. God is the One who separates men for His 
purposes at the moment of their first breath. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

5. When a human is born they are separated for God’s 
specifically designed purpose and call upon their life. 
 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

6. As they mature they are given the opportunity to 
reject knowledge of God or to seek knowledge of 
God. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

7.  Those who reject knowledge of God and do not 
seek an understanding of Him will also reject His Son. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

8.  Since no one can know the Father except through 
the Son, those who seek to know God will be 
presented the opportunity for hearing the gospel. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

10.  Through God’s attitude of grace towards sinners, 
He provides to them the gospel and a role to play in 
His Kingdom. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

15.  The specific call of God for each believer is based 
upon the works which He has prepared beforehand 
for the believer to carry out in fellowship with Him. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

19.  Generically, God calls all men to be saved through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 



Galatians 1:15 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was 
pleased,”  

 

20.  Specifically, God calls believers to walk with Him 
in that which He has specifically designated as their 
service to Him. 



Galatians 1:15 

Paul identifies that the moment of his conversion was 
the result of God’s timing in his life.  However, God 
had already, previous to revealing Paul’s ministry to 
him, had identified Paul and called Paul through His 
grace.  



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

1.  God uses believers to uncover (reveal) His Son to 
others. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

2.  It is through the partnering of the believer with 
God through the role God has assigned to each 
believer that He uncovers His Son to others. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

11.  As the believer walks with God he participates in 
putting himself in the place where God is able to act 
upon him to carry out His own will and plan for that 
individual. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

12.  Salvation is a prerequisite for God working in 
partnership with an individual to glorify Himself. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

13.  God uncovers His Son in believers so that they are 
able to have the potential to participate in Him using 
them. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

14.  The believer’s focus should rightly then be 
zealously anchored towards spiritual service to God in 
accordance with God’s control of the believer 
submitted to Him. 



Galatians 1:16 

“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 
with flesh and blood,”  

 

15.  As the believer walks in fellowship with God, God 
and the believer accomplish the specific plan and 
purpose for which that individual was separated out 
from his mother’s womb. 



Galatians 1:16 

Paul identifies God’s purpose for uncovering His Son in 
Paul was so that Paul would have the potential to 
participate in proclaiming the good news of victory over 
sin and death which is Jesus Christ.  At this point, Paul 
does not seek human viewpoint regarding the carrying 
out of God’s purpose for Paul.  His purpose to minister to 
the Gentiles was not assigned to him by flesh and blood, 
therefore Paul’s concerns regarding the carrying out of 
God’s ministry for him required spiritual consultation. 

 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

1.  Spiritual calling requires spiritual training. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

2.  When God calls a believer as His servant then God 
will in His grace equip that believer with that which he 
needs in order to serve Him. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

3.  Flesh and blood, regardless of advancement in the 
faith or position of leadership in the body, is not the 
origin of the calling or the source of the equipping for 
service. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

4.  The believer is assigned his role of service by God 
and is trained for that service by God. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

5.  The crux of the individual’s training for service is 
his faithfulness to walk spiritually in complete 
dependence upon God in fellowship with Him. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

6.  As the believer responds to God’s momentary 
leading of him in a position of fellowship with God, 
the believer is grown by God’s instruction as taught by 
the Holy Spirit. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

10.  No believer needs anything other than his 
relationship with God (albeit properly walked within) 
in order to be equipped for ministry. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

11.  God has placed believers into positions of 
leadership such as apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
and pastor-teachers for the purpose of others being 
equipped through His working through them. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

12.  An apostle, prophet, evangelist, or pastor-teacher 
acting outside of fellowship with God is powerless to 
spiritually equip those under their purview and 
leadership. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

13.  Regardless of whether the apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, or pastor-teacher is operating in fellowship 
or out of fellowship, the believer being trained can 
only be trained by the Holy Spirit’s instruction of him. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

14.  The believer’s personal relationship with God is 
the interface for being equipped for service to Him. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

15.  The believer’s fellowship with God is the arena in 
which the believer becomes equipped through 
whatever vehicle God utilizes. 



Galatians 1:17 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus.”  

 

16.  The on and off switch for operation in the proper 
arena for equipping is the God-given personal volition 
of each individual. 



Galatians 1:17 

Paul identifies that he did not seek out fellow humans 
after his calling was made known to him.  Rather than 
seeking to take up the matter of his calling with flesh 
and blood he went to Arabia to take the matter up 
with God. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

2.  As one sees things for himself he develops 
firsthand knowledge of that which he witnesses. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

3.  Based upon his firsthand knowledge of what he 
himself has witnessed he is able to testify concerning 
that with which he has interacted. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

4.  Academic information is available to those who are 
willing to listen to another individual with knowledge 
of the subject matter. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

5.  However, firsthand knowledge of someone or 
something requires an individual to interact with and 
observe that person or thing. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

6.  This development of firsthand knowledge results in 
the academic, factual information, becoming 
experiential information. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

7.  Without interacting with factual knowledge for 
oneself experiential knowledge in that subject cannot 
be developed. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

8.  By walking spiritually the believer is able to 
develop firsthand knowledge of the God of the 
Universe. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

10.  This requires spiritual operation in fellowship with 
God. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

11.  Those who interact with God observe His working 
in their life and His grace provision given to them as 
they interact with Him. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

12.  Likewise, those who interact with God keeps His 
Word and His commandments while doing so. 



Galatians 1:18 

“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to 
become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 
fifteen days.”  

 

13.  Abiding in God through fellowship with Him 
under the willful submission of personal volition to 
His will results in the believer coming to have 
experiential knowledge of Him (1 John 2:3-6). 



Galatians 1:18 

Paul continues to identify that his apostleship was not 
based upon the commissioning of men.  He does so 
by identifying the purpose of his first visit to Cephas in 
Jerusalem as being to get firsthand knowledge of 
Peter.  Paul’s focus of becoming personally 
knowledgeable about Peter did not waver during his 
fifteen day stay in Jerusalem.  



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

1.  An apostle is a position that is held by one who has 
been commissioned by Jesus Christ with the authority 
of revealing the mysteries of God’s will to the church 
during the church age. 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

2.  The purpose of the position is to reveal the 
instruction of God to the church, giving the body of 
Christ His will for living out spiritual life. 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

3.  Apostles were commissioned by Jesus Christ (cf. 
Luke 6:13). 
4.  Apostles were firsthand witnesses to the ministry 
of Jesus (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:1). 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

5.  Apostles performed signs that were evidentiary of 
their commissioning (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:12). 
 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

6.  Apostles were a part of God’s grace provision for 
the equipping of the saints for ministry through the 
development of spiritual maturity (cf. Eph. 4:11-13). 
 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

7.  Apostles, as well as prophets, played the role of 
revealing divine truth to the saints. 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

8.  Upon completion of God’s revelation to of His will 
to humanity and the death of those commissioned as 
apostles the role ceased. 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

9.  Those who claim to be apostles in today’s portion 
of the church age are self-commissioned and 
deceived by false understanding of the nature of the 
apostolic office, design, and function. 



Galatians 1:19 

“But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother.”  

 

12.  The office and function of apostle died off with 
the death of those commissioned as such by Jesus. 



Galatians 1:19 

Paul continues his apologetic discourse concerning his 
apostleship coming from God and not man.  The 
source of his apostleship establishes the foundation 
for the gospel he brought to those in Galatia who 
received it when he and his missionary entourage 
proclaimed the good news to those in Galatia. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

1.  God is the ultimate judge of reality. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

2.  That which misrepresents reality is antithetical to 
God and is condemned by Him. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

4.  Truth is that which corresponds to what is real and 
actual. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

5.  That which is real and actual spiritually harmonizes 
with that which is real and actual physically. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

6.  What does not correspond to what is real and 
actual is false. 



Galatians 1:20 

“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before 
God that I am not lying.)”  

 

7.  Those who fail to believe God fail to accept what is 
real and actual in place of that which is false. 



Galatians 1:20 

Paul bolsters the reality of his proclamations 
concerning the source of the gospel and apostolic 
calling he is defending by testifying that he would be 
glad to have them watch him make the same 
statements in front of the presence of the source of 
truth, God almighty. 



Galatians 1:21 

“Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”  

 

 

1. Syria was a region directly north of Israel. 

4.  Cilicia was a region northwest of Syria. 



Galatians 1:21 

“Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”  

 

 

6.  These regions were a part of the greater Roman 
Empire during the time of Paul’s writing to the 
Galatians. 



Galatians 1:21 

“Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”  

 

 

7.  Paul’s conversion occurred somewhere between 
Jerusalem and Damascus. 
8.  Paul went away to Arabia, directly west of Syria, to 
confer with God concerning his apostleship (cf. Gal. 
1:15-17), before returning to Damascus. 



Galatians 1:21 

Paul details the history of his travels to identify where 
he went after he was called an apostle by God. His 
apostleship provides the basis for his authority in and 
presentation of the gospel of Christ.  Thus, as Paul 
recounts his travels he bolsters the argument that he 
received both his apostleship and the gospel he 
preaches as an apostle from God and not from the 
hands of man. 



Galatians 1:22 

“And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of 
Judea which were in Christ;”  

 

1.  As the believer submits himself to the direction of 
the Father under the Holy Spirit’s control he goes 
where he is led by God. 



Galatians 1:22 

“And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of 
Judea which were in Christ;”  

 

3.  Submitting to God’s will requires one to yield his 
own volitional operation to the Father. 



Galatians 1:22 

“And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of 
Judea which were in Christ;”  

 

5.  Consequently, the believer encounters that which 
God leads him to and does not encounter what God 
does not lead him to. 



Galatians 1:22 

“And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of 
Judea which were in Christ;”  

 

7.  This results in the believer missing out on things 
that may be deemed good humanly or logically, but 
are not that which God has prepared beforehand in 
which He desires the believer to walk (cf. Eph. 2:10). 



Galatians 1:22 

Paul identifies that he did not even show up in Judea 
to those who were part of the Judean assemblies in 
Christ.  He was acted upon to be unknown to their 
faces as he walked under the direction of God 
through the Holy Spirit.  God took Him north to Syria 
and Cilicia following his time in Jerusalem, rather than 
south to Judea. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

1.  Hearing and responding positively to something is 
based on the initiation of the hearer to utilize their 
free will to respond properly to that which was heard. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

6.  Faith is based on response. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

7.  Those who hear the victorious proclamation that 
Jesus has conquered sin and death on the cross and in 
his resurrection must choose to respond to the 
proclamation with faith. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

8.  If they respond positively then their complete 
dependency upon Jesus Christ is based on their 
response to the proclamation of the gospel of Christ. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

10.  Faith requires works from the object upon which 
it depends. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

11.  If an individual responds to the gospel by trusting 
Jesus Christ to have paid the penalty for his sins, then 
Jesus Christ must have accomplished that work for 
the individual’s dependency to be supported. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

12.  If Jesus Christ did not pay for the penalty of man’s 
sins, and, if God did not accept that payment for the 
penalty of man’s sins, then man’s dependency upon 
Jesus Christ would be empty and inactive. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

13.  Faith requires one to depend upon something 
else rather than himself. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

14.  For salvation, this means that the believer has 
placed his dependency (his faith) upon Jesus Christ as 
the anointed sacrifice for man’s sins. 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us 
is now preaching the faith which he once tried to 
destroy.’”  

 

15.  For walking spiritually, this means that the believer 
places his dependency (his faith) upon the Holy Spirit’s 
control through willful submission to God the Father. 
 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

16.  For eternity, this means that the believer has 
placed his dependency (his faith) upon God’s promise 
of a heavenly citizenship in His kingdom. 
 



Galatians 1:23 
“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us 
is now preaching the faith which he once tried to 
destroy.’”  
 
19.  When an individual places their dependency upon 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, God does the work to save that 
individual (cf. Eph. 2:8-9) from the eternal judgment for 
their sin. 
 



Galatians 1:23 
“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us 
is now preaching the faith which he once tried to 
destroy.’”  
 
20.  Peace results from understanding that God’s 
faithfulness to fulfill His promise is completely dependent 
upon His immutable character rather than the activity of 
the believer. 
 



Galatians 1:23 

“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he 
once tried to destroy.’”  

 

22.  The child of God must merely present himself to 
God as a living sacrifice, depending completely upon 
God to do with him as He pleases. 
 



Galatians 1:23 

The churches in Judea had accepted that which they 
heard that Paul was no longer the persecutor, but 
now is proclaiming the gospel of Christ.  Paul uses the 
Judean churches as support of his designation by God 
as an apostle against those who are challenging his 
ministry.  



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

 

1.  The purpose of man is to glorify God. 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

 

2.  Glorification of God is the magnification of God’s 
character through the individual. 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

 

3.  While the individual submits to God’s sovereignty 
and plan for his life God’s characteristics are put on 
display. 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

4.  God is love (cf. 1 John 4:8). 
5.  God is omnipresent (cf. Psalm 139:8). 
6.  God is omniscient (cf. Colossians 2:3). 
7.  God is eternal (cf. Psalm 90:2). 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

8.  God is righteous (cf. Psalm 145:17). 
9.  God is omnipotent (cf. Revelation 19:6). 
10.  God is sovereign (cf. Hebrews 6:13). 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

11.Because of these seven attributes God is holy 
( ֺוׁשדקָ  :  “qa-dosh”: unique and distinct from others)  
 (cf. Lev. 20:7).  

12.  His character is also immutable (cf. Malachi 3:6). 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

13.  The glorification of God is the result of witnessing 
God at work in, with, and through His creation, 
whether flora and fauna or mankind. 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

18.  God is glorified through man’s belief and 
abidance in Him (cf. Matt. 5:16; John 15:8). 



Galatians 1:24 

“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

 

19.  However, God is also glorified through His 
judgment of those who do not believe (cf. Jude 1:14-
15). 



Galatians 1:24 

God took the persecutor from zealous persecution to 
zealous proclamation of the gospel he once 
persecuted putting His attributes on full display for all 
to see.  The Judean believers recognized God’s work in 
Paul and the result was their honoring of God for who 
He is.  This supports Paul’s proclamation of the Gospel 
of Christ and his designation by God as an apostle. 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

1.  A period of fourteen years of ministry went by 
between Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem to meet Peter 
(cf. Gal. 1:18-19) and his second visit to Jerusalem. 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

2.  Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem seems most likely 
to be the famine visit referred to in Acts 11:27-30 as 
harmonized by Galatians 2:2; 11-15. 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

3.  Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in 
Antioch to carry with them famine relief contributions 
from the disciples for those in Judea (cf. Acts 11:27-
30). 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

4.  As they were going, Paul took along with them 
Titus, a believing Gentile who had not been 
circumcised. 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

5.  Paul’s taking of Titus was for a reason, he did it as a 
matter of principle. 



Galatians 2:1 

“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also.”  

 

6.  The principle can be inferred from Galatians 2:2-3 
as for the purpose of setting before the council Paul’s 
gospel ministry to the gentiles. 



Galatians 2:1 

Paul continues to identify the historical timeline for 
his interaction with the other apostles and believers 
in Jerusalem.  His point remains that the lack of 
interaction supports his ministry and evangelism to 
the gentiles as being independent of man, but from 
the source of God. 



Galatians 2:2 
“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I 
submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of 
reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in 
vain.”  
 
1.  Revelation of truth is based on response to God 
uncovering that which He conceals and has the authority 
to reveal. 
 



Galatians 2:2 
“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I 
submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of 
reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in 
vain.”  
 
2.  The Gospel is a tool used to facilitate the salvation of 
those who believe its message, placing their faith upon 
Jesus Christ for salvation. 



Galatians 2:2 
“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I 
submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of 
reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in 
vain.”  
 
3.  It is imperative that the gospel which is preached be 
that gospel which God has uncovered in His revelation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. 



Galatians 2:2 
“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I 
submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of 
reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in 
vain.”  
 
5.  A gospel which possesses man’s additions or 
subtractions will confuse and confound the true gospel 
and cause disruption in the body of Christ. 



Galatians 2:2 

“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I 
submitted to them the gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were 
of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had 
run, in vain.”  

 

6.  Outside of the body of Christ, a confused gospel 
will lead to moral relativism and human secularism. 



Galatians 2:2 

Paul’s taking of the gospel which he preached to the 
Gentile nations to the esteemed leaders in Jerusalem was 
not in regards to its content, but in regards to its effect.  
His desire was that his proclamation of the gospel of 
Christ was not to be made of no effect by the false gospel 
of the Judaizers.  Paul spoke to the esteemed leaders in 
Jerusalem privately about the matter first rather than to 
do so publically and create an uproar. 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

1.  Circumcision was the sign of the covenant between 
God and Abram (cf. Gen. 17:10-13). 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

4.  Judaizers in the transition between the Age of the 
Law and the Age of the Church were struggling to 
understand the role of the Mosaic Law which they 
had observed generationally for thousands of years. 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

5.  Consequently there were many Jewish believers in 
Christ during the first portion of the Age of the Church 
who believed and instructed that all gentiles who 
believed in Christ needed also to be circumcised and 
abide by the works of the Law (cf. Acts 15:1, 5). 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

6.  This is a departure from the truth of the Gospel of 
Christ which makes no demands upon any who 
believe, other than to believe, in order to be saved. 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

8.  To add to the Gospel of Christ any additional 
component is to misunderstand the nature of the 
gospel itself. 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

9.  To remove anything from the Gospel of Christ is 
likewise a misunderstanding and twisting of 
righteousness. 



Galatians 2:3 

“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was 
a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

  

11.  Those who preach any gospel requiring 
something additional to believing (whether it is 
perpetuity of belief, production of good works, 
piousness, et al…) are accursed (cf. Gal. 1:8). 



Galatians 2:3 

Paul, Titus, and Barnabas met privately with Jewish 
believers of influence to sort out the Gospel of Christ in 
order that Paul’s missionary work would not be made of 
no effect.  As they did so, Titus, an uncircumcised Greek 
provided the perfect test case for Paul’s interaction with 
the leading Jewish believers in Jerusalem.  Yet, in spite of 
Titus’ gentilic nature and uncircumcised anatomy, there 
was no necessary basis founded in the gospel of Christ 
from which to compel Titus to be circumcised 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

1.  Legalism is the byproduct of a works based system 
derived from human viewpoint. 
 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

2.  Human viewpoint produces a demand for a 
standard to be kept. 
 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

3.  This demand is the production of the sin nature’s 
area of strength. 
 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought 
in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”  

 

4.  From the area of strength of his sin nature, man 
produces human good and establishes a code of conduct 
which is based on a human perspective. 
 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

5.  A part of this production is legalism which 
invariably gets foisted upon humanity by fellow 
humans. 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

6.  The gospel of Christ, when accepted by faith, sets 
man free from his own sinful nature’s authority and 
judgment (cf. Rom. 6:1-9). 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

7.  The spiritual life of the believer is God’s grace 
mixed with man’s dependence upon it (faith) (cf. Rom. 
1:16-17; Gal 3:3-5). 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

8.  Humanity disagrees with this from their sin 
nature’s area of strength and submits the philosophy 
that works must be offered in order to satisfy God. 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought 
in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”  

 

9.  If man inserts his norms and standards upon his own 
walk with God, or upon another’s walk with God, he will 
produce works with the expectation that he is pleasing 
God by what he is doing. 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

10.  But God is not pleased by man’s works, he is 
pleased by man’s faith in His grace (cf. Heb. 11:6). 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

14.  Works enslaves man back to his sin nature’s area 
of strength, but faith in Christ frees man from such 
slavery of his flesh. 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage.”  

 

16.  Believers are to serve God and please God, not 
serve man and please man (cf. Gal. 1:10). 



Galatians 2:4 

“But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought 
in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”  

 

17.  Consequently, believers must walk by faith and not by 
legalistic works in hopes of satisfying God with their own 
offerings from self-derived contrivances (cf. Gal. 3:2-5). 



Galatians 2:4 

Paul identifies the message of the Judaizers in 
contrast to the lack of works required of Titus.  The 
gospel of Christ is defended as being a message of 
grace and faith not grace and works. Being 
circumcised and adhering to the Law was their 
demand.  It was rooted in a misunderstanding of the 
Law’s original purpose and the gospel of Christ as 
being based, not on works, but on faith. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

1.  Truth is based on response to what is reality. 
2.  Reality exists outside of the thoughts, perceptions, 
desires, and experiences of man. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

3.  Man can see reality for that which it is, but only 
when reality is seen by means of divine perspective. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

4.  Thus, the unbeliever is incapable of seeing the 
spiritual reality behind and transcendent to the 
cosmic reality of the world system in which he 
interacts. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

6.  Spiritual truth, as revealed by God’s Word to the 
church age believer, is the only legitimate reality for 
the believer’s assent (mental acceptance) and belief. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

7.  When spiritual truth is confronted with human 
perspective, the believer is to reject the human 
perspective and depend solely on the spiritual truth 
of the divine perspective. 



Galatians 2:5 
“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an 
hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with 
you.”  
 
8.  Surrendering to an inferior power of perspective 
(human instead of divine) results in departure from 
fellowship with God and carnality. 
9.  Thus, it should not even be entertained for a moment 
of time. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

14.  In submitting himself to God the Father, the 
believer becomes completely responsive to the 
initiation and leadership of the Father. 



Galatians 2:5 

“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even 
an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain 
with you.”  

 

15.  Consequently, the believer’s thoughts, 
knowledge, understanding, beliefs, and therefore 
actions become expressions of God the Father 
through his surrendered volition. 



Galatians 2:5 

Paul emphatically identifies that he and his missionary 
entourage did not concede to the arguments of the 
Judaizers regarding the gospel of Christ. The lack of 
concession is due to the inferior argument presented 
within the human viewpoint of the Judaizers. Paul’s 
defense of the gospel presented to the gentiles is 
founded in the spiritual reality, having come from 
God, not from the source of man. 



Galatians 2:6 

“But from those who were of high reputation (what 
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation 
contributed nothing to me.”  

 

1.  Those who think highly of themselves come to the 
conclusion that they are something more than they 
actually are. 



Galatians 2:6 
“But from those who were of high reputation (what they 
were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation contributed 
nothing to me.”  
 
2.  This is pride, one of the categories of the sin nature’s 
lust pattern (cf. 1 John 2:16-17). 
3.  When pride is coupled with self-righteousness, man 
comes to the faulty conclusion that he is valuable based 
on his works and actions. 



Galatians 2:6 
“But from those who were of high reputation (what they 
were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation contributed 
nothing to me.”  
 
5.  The ego of man is built upon his perspective of his own 
value. 
6.  When he or others approve of his actions, man’s ego is 
boosted. 



Galatians 2:6 

“But from those who were of high reputation (what 
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation 
contributed nothing to me.”  

 

7.  This boosting results in the opinion of himself that 
he is something valuable based on his ability, actions, 
and works. 



Galatians 2:6 

“But from those who were of high reputation (what 
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation 
contributed nothing to me.”  

 

8.  Yet God shows no partiality. 
9.  Believers should walk in humility. 



Galatians 2:6 

“But from those who were of high reputation (what 
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation 
contributed nothing to me.”  

 

11.  Consequently, by recognizing that all he is and 
does is by God’s grace, the believer avoids the pitfalls 
of egotistical pride and arrogance. 



Galatians 2:6 
“But from those who were of high reputation (what they 
were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation contributed 
nothing to me.”  
 
14.  Believers are not to show partiality towards others 
because of their actions. 
15.  Yet, believers are to manifest self-sacrificial love for 
other believers based on their common salvation and 
fellowship (cf. 1 John 2:9-11) by their station in Christ. 



Galatians 2:6 

“But from those who were of high reputation (what 
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation 
contributed nothing to me.”  

 

18.  The fallen world functions in pride, sensuality, 
and materialism interacting with human good and 
human bad. 



Galatians 2:6 
“But from those who were of high reputation (what they 
were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-well, those who were of reputation contributed 
nothing to me.”  
 
19.  Believers are to walk in fellowship with God, apart 
from the areas of strength and weakness belonging to 
their sin natures and without giving any provision to their 
flesh in regard to its lust 



Galatians 2:6 

Paul identifies that there was no additional 
component of the gospel added to that gospel which 
he discussed privately with those of reputation.  The 
gospel of Christ is what Paul proclaimed it to be: the 
good news of victory over sin and death by Jesus 
Christ provided by grace and taken hold of by faith 
apart from any works. 



Galatians 2:7 

“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted 
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter 
had been to the circumcised”  

 

2.  The gospel is the tool used to bring about salvation 
for those who believe its message. 



Galatians 2:7 
“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted 
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had 
been to the circumcised”  
 
6.  God has sent believers to both the circumcised and the 
uncircumcised in order that the gospel could be 
effectively utilized as a tool to save humanity from certain 
and impending judgment in the lake of fire for all of 
eternity. 



Galatians 2:7 
“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the 
gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the 
circumcised”  
 
13.  When God instituted circumcision in His covenant with 
ninety-nine year old Abram He did so declaring that He would 
multiply Abram exceedingly, changing his name to Abraham and 
declaring that He would make Abraham the father of a 
multitude of nations, giving Abraham and his descendants after 
him the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession (cf. Gen. 
17:1-8). 



Galatians 2:7 

“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted 
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter 
had been to the circumcised”  

 

15.  This established a physical difference between 
Abraham, his descendants, and all the other nations 
in the world. 



Galatians 2:7 

“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted 
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had 
been to the circumcised”  

 

18.  By sending apostles, admittedly more than just Paul 
and Peter, to both those who are not circumcised and 
those who are circumcised God sends the good news of 
His Son’s victory over sin and death to all humanity. 



Galatians 2:7 

Paul identifies that those with whom he discussed the 
gospel privately did not add anything to the gospel he 
was presenting.  In fact, just the opposite took place, 
they extended the right hand of fellowship to he and 
Barnabas and Titus (which isn’t seen until Galatians 
2:9). 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

1.  God is the One who calls-that is designates-the 
role of believers in the body of Christ. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

2.  He is the one who works in them to designate 
them in the role of service into which He has 
designated them as His servants. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me 
also to the Gentiles),”  

 

3.  The working produces the result of the designation. 
4.  Thus, God is the one who works inside of the believer 
to equip them for the office of service that they are given 
by Him. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

5.  To that end, spiritual gifts are implanted, training is 
provided, and direction is given. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

7.  Where God designates a servant into a role, He has 
already given them that which they need in order to 
fulfill the role that He has designated to them. 



Galatians 2:8 
“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me 
also to the Gentiles),”  
 
8.  As the servant fulfills his God-given role he does so 
while walking spiritually by the Holy Spirit’s leading, by 
faith upon God’s spiritual gifting and training and it 
becomes apparent that God has designated him for that 
role through the resources imparted to him by God. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

12.  The evidence of God’s working in another is not 
in their claim or operation in an office of service, but 
rather in the supporting gifting and working of God’s 
grace for their needs to fulfill that position. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

13.  Thus, when the gifting and working of God’s grace 
is evident in an individual, he is to function in the 
position of service for which God has equipped him. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

14.  Likewise, when the gifting and working of God’s 
grace is evident in an individual, he is to be recognized 
by those around him as having been designated to his 
role of service by God. 



Galatians 2:8 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his 
apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 
me also to the Gentiles),”  

 

14.  Likewise, when the gifting and working of God’s 
grace is evident in an individual, he is to be recognized 
by those around him as having been designated to his 
role of service by God. 



Galatians 2:8 

Paul identifies the reason for the acceptance of his 
apostleship to the nations by those leaders in the 
Jerusalem church with whom he and Barnabas and 
Titus spoke concerning the gospel.  It is simply that 
those with whom they spoke looked at and 
recognized the working of God to equip Paul for 
apostleship to the nations.  



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
1.  The believer is able to have an experiential 
understanding of academic fact when he puts his 
dependency (faith) onto the proposed fact. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
3.  Those who know absolute truth from God’s Word are 
able to use it as a basis for their experiential 
understanding. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
5.  The individual initiates the utilization of what he has 
learned in study by conscious decision to trust it for his 
circumstances. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
6.  If he does so, the veracity of what he has learned 
comes to be understood based on whether or not it 
accomplishes what it claims to accomplish or not. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
8.  God’s Word is absolute truth and must be consciously 
chosen to be used as the basis for academic fact 
regarding life and godliness. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
9.  Failure to learn the necessary information for one’s 
circumstances results in a deficit in one’s ability to 
successfully navigate the circumstances of life. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
10.  Ergo, the necessity of the believer to intake doctrine 
from the Word of God results in the believer’s ability to 
become autonomous within his relationship to God in the 
spiritual life. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James 
and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.”  
 
11.  Likewise, the believer’s intake of doctrine from the Word of 
God results in his ability to test and prove the claims of others 
regarding truth, based upon them having depended up what 
knowledge they have developed experiential understanding of 
through its intake and reliance. 



Galatians 2:9 

“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James 
and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.”  

 

13.  As believers walk in harmony and partnership with God by 
means of the spirit, dependent upon the Holy Spirit’s utilization 
of the Word of God in them, they create the potential for other 
intra-believer fellowship with those believers who do likewise. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
15.  Thus, knowledge and reliance upon doctrine is the 
basis for true fellowship in those who are walking in 
harmony with God. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James 
and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.”  
 
16.  Unity of the faith comes through believers walking with 
God, being instructed in His Word by His Holy Spirit through a 
pastor-teacher, and the believer’s reliance upon the Holy Spirit 
and God’s Word for the proper perspective, analysis, 
interpretation, and action in regards to the circumstances 
encountered by the believer. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
17.  Believers have different functions in the body, but can 
understand experientially the reality of each believer’s 
position, role, or gifting based upon taking in doctrine 
and relying upon it. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be 
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the circumcised.”  
 
17.  Believers have different functions in the body, but can 
understand experientially the reality of each believer’s 
position, role, or gifting based upon taking in doctrine 
and relying upon it. 



Galatians 2:9 
“And recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James 
and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.”  
 
18.  This affords the believer the opportunity to be faithful 
stewards of their own areas of service in the body, but also to 
allow others to bear their own specific stewardship without 
interfering or attempting to control the behavior or activity of 
other believers. 



Galatians 2:9 
Paul and Barnabas were understood as having been 
equipped by God and assigned to the gentile nations 
based on the experiential understanding  James, Cephas, 
and John had concerning the claims made by Paul and 
Barnabas about God’s designation of apostle roles to 
them.  Once this was experientially understood after 
being academically reported and facilitated to them by 
Paul and Barnabas they were accepted as fellow apostles 
and co-laborers in the edification and equipping of the 
early church. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

1.  The poor are those who have physical or spiritual 
need due to a lack of physical or spiritual resources in 
their possession. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

2.  Those who have physical or spiritual need are 
identified by their humbled stature wherein they are 
in need of mercy supplied to them in order to remedy 
their lack. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

3.  As such, the poor are dependent upon the mercy 
of others to provide for their needs. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

4.  Crouching in reliance upon another’s mercy for 
one’s physical or spiritual needs is based on initiation. 
5.  Humans have free will and make their own 
choices. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

6.  While the free will of others and circumstances 
into which one is born or falls are outside of the scope 
of one’s personal volition, the response to the 
decisions of others and naturally born circumstances 
are. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

7.  Thus, through the free will of man, God provides 
every individual the opportunity to make decisions 
regarding the needs, desires, and objectives they 
pursue. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

8.  Negative utilization of this volition often times, if 
left un-checked, reduces the options of the individual 
from many options to few and often down to merely 
one option:  begging. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

9.  Conversely, positive utilization of one’s personal 
volition, increases the options of the individual 
allowing them greater freedom of opportunity to 
fulfill their needs, desires, and objectives. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

12.  Believers are to take care of the physical needs of 
fellow believers when a believer is found to be in a 
position which is beyond his personal divinely 
supplied pool of resources (cf. Gal. 6:2). 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

13.  However, believers are also to utilize their divinely 
supplied grace resources to bear their own load, not 
squandering it foolishly through negative volitional 
expression (cf. Gal. 6:5). 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

14.  Those who are poor in spirit (cf. Matt. 5:3) are 
those who are in a position of reliance upon another 
for their spiritual needs. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

15.  God is the supplier of the believer’s spiritual 
needs, thus each believer should be in a position of 
reliance upon Him. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

18.  Believers are to be dependent upon God for each 
moment, utilizing the grace He provides, the 
principles and instruction from His Word, and the 
filling ministry of His Holy Spirit for their leading. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

19.  A believer who is mentally oriented to the 
perspective that he does not need God’s assistance in 
order to fulfill his role as a steward is arrogant, out of 
fellowship, and has deemed himself spiritually rich. 



Galatians 2:10 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very 
thing I also was eager to do.” 

 

22.  The Heavenly Father has supplied the physical 
needs for all believers as well as their spiritual needs. 
23.  Reliance upon what He has provided is 
accomplished through humility and acceptance of His 
grace. 



Galatians 2:10 

Paul quips that the Jerusalem church leaders merely 
asked him to be mindful of those who have physical 
need.  Paul agrees and affirms his mentality to do so.  
The famine relief aid he has with him, which spurred 
his trip to Jerusalem in order to iron out his mission to 
the Gentiles in the first place, seems to affirm Paul’s 
readiness to exert himself toward meeting the needs 
of others. 


