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1 John 1:1 

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 

looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life” (NASB) 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life” (NKJV) 

"          

“What was away from beginning what we heard what  we saw 

        

with the eyes  of us what we beheld and the hands 

         "

of us touched concerning of the revealed message of the spiritual life 

Expanded Translation: 

What, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, really performed the continuous action in 

the past to exist in the state of being away from the source of a beginning moment in time from which 

other moments in time followed, based on response to something else, what, a tool or instrument used 

to accomplish something, we really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to hear and respond positively to, what, a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, we really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to pay 

attention to in our mind’s eye from the source of our eyes, based on initiation, what, a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, we have really participated in the action and were affected 

by the action in a point in time in the past to look at and analyze carefully paying attention to detail, 

and, logically connected, they really performed the action in a point in time in the past to feel through 

the hands, based on response, of us, concerning of the revealed message, based on initiation, of the 

spiritual life, based on response. 

Principles: 

1. God the Son is identified as the object which was physically present in body upon the earth. 

2.  God the Son’s presence on earth as a human was based on response to God the Father’s directive to 

provide a Messiah for all of humanity that was both fully God and fully man. 

3.  His time on earth is the revelation of spiritual life of which John speaks. 

4.  John and those with John listened, watched, and interacted physically with the Son of God during His 

time on earth. 

5.  The “word of life” is a reference to the spiritual life revealed by the physical life of Jesus from His 

birth in Bethlehem to His ascension to heaven following His death and resurrection. 

6.  God the Son’s “life” was spiritual in operation as opposed to soulful-He operated as a living spiritual 

being from birth as opposed to a spiritually dead being. 

7.  His life was designed to testify to the truth concerning the character of Elohim (the Triune God). 

8.  John identifies that he heard what Jesus was saying and responded positively to it; this is a reference 

to John’s belief that Jesus was the Son of God and the Messiah. 
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9.  In hearing Jesus and responding positively by depending upon Jesus as the promised Messiah, John 

establishes himself as a believer in the “Word of Life.” 

10.  During His time on earth, God the Son was a physical man whom John and others were able to see 

with their own eyes. 

11.  Not only did John and others see Jesus physically, but in seeing Him they investigated Him with their 

mind’s eyes paying attention to what He was doing and saying. 

12.  John and others who also believed Jesus was God the Son in human flesh and the promised Messiah 

interacted with Jesus physically through investigating Him by their hands. 

13.  Docetic Gnosticism taught at the time of John’s writing that God the Son’s incarnation (God 

becoming human) was merely an apparition. 

14.  John testifies that this belief is in error by identifying his and others’ personal interaction with a 

physical man who was God the Son. 

15.  While the Docetic Gnostics believed that Jesus was a non-material vision made visible to humanity 

for a time, according to John, God the Son was investigated by human eyes and hands which paid 

attention to the details of Jesus’ life on earth. 

16.  Both the seeing and touching have investigative ideas behind them carrying across the 

understanding that John and others purposefully investigated the life of Jesus of Nazareth for the 

purpose of proving the veracity of His claims to be both God and Man, the promised Messiah. 

Conclusion: 

 John’s opening statement to his first epistle identifies a mountain of information concerning 

Jesus of Nazareth as a literal and physical human being-fully human in nature and function.  

Furthermore, John identifies that he and others believed in Him as the promised Messiah based upon 

their investigation with their eyes and hands into His life on earth.  Teaching against the Docetic belief of 

the time, John sets the record straight that God the Son was fully man during His time on earth as Jesus 

of Nazareth.  John and others heard Jesus’ testimony (His life) and having investigated it with their eyes 

and hands accepted His testimony as that of the Messiah’s.  Furthermore, they recognized the spiritual 

life in which and by which Jesus operated while He was on earth. 
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1 John 1:2 

“And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life which 

was with the Father and was manifested to us.” (NASB) 

“The life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which 

was with the Father and was manifested to us.” (NKJV) 

“        

and the spiritual life was revealed clearly and we saw and understood 

      

and we affirm through testimony and we bring a message to you all 

           

the spiritual life the  eternal  which was toward  the  Father 

   ” (NA23) 

and was revealed clearly to us” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

 “And logically related, the spiritual life, based on response, was really acted upon in a point in 

time in the past to be clearly revealed, and logically related, we really performed the continuous action 

in the past with results continuing on to see, pay attention to, and understand, and logically related, we 

really perform the continuous type of action to affirm through testimony, and logically related, we really 

perform the continuous type of action to bring a message to you all who are benefitted in receiving it, 

the spiritual life, based on response, the eternal, based on response, which really performed the 

continuous past action to exist in the state of being toward the Father, based on initiation, and logically 

related, was really acted upon in a point in time in the past to be clearly revealed to us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The message revealed during Jesus’ physical life on earth was a message of spiritual life in operation. 

2.  During Jesus’ physical life He operated spiritually rather than soulishly.  

3.  This spiritual life was revealed to humanity by the Father. 

4.  The tool the Father used to reveal spiritual life to humanity was Jesus’ physical life. 

5.  Spiritual life is based on response. 

6.  Jesus’ spiritual life is based on response to the virgin birth. 

7.  Having bypassed the seed of sinful man Jesus was born a righteous individual Who did not possess a 

sin nature, but rather possessed a human spirit from birth. 

8.  The spiritual operation of Jesus was clearly revealed by the Father during Jesus’ life. 

9.  John and others saw the spiritual life of Jesus and, having paid attention to it, understood it. 

10.  Having understood Jesus’ spiritual life, John and others then affirmed through their personal 

testimonies that Jesus was indeed spiritually alive during His entire physical life. 

11.  This message is the one which they brought back to their audience. 

12.  John and others witnessed firsthand Jesus’ spiritual operation during His physical life and brought 
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that message back to their written audience. 

13.  The message which John brought back was not the gospel message, but rather the message that 

Jesus was spiritually alive. 

14.  Since his audience is a group of believers who are already saved but have been infiltrated by Docetic 

Gnosticism, John brings truth concerning Jesus’ spiritual life and operation. 

15.  The spiritual life revealed in Jesus’ physical life was eternal-having neither beginning nor end. 

16.  This life existed for a while with the Father in the past. 

17.  It is the eternal and spiritual life which John identifies was made clearly visible to him and others 

who paid attention to the physical life of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Conclusion: 

 John and others are establishing the foundation from which they will build their structure 

concerning how the believer is to operate as a Christian.  In order to establish this foundation they 

identify the source of their message concerning spiritual life:  Jesus’ physical life.  While identifying that 

Jesus operated in and by spiritual life during His time on earth John is preparing to teach against the 

false doctrines of perfectionism and antinomianism while simultaneously correcting the Docetic 

Gnostic’s view that Jesus did not truly exist as a physical being.  John affirms Jesus’ physical life and 

spiritual life.  Furthermore, John identifies that it was the physical life of Jesus that the Father used to 

reveal to those who paid attention the spiritual life of Jesus.  
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1 John 1:3 

“What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and 

indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” (NASB) 

“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and 

truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” (NKJV) 

“        

What we saw and understood  and we listened to we bring a message 

        

and you all in order that and you all fellowship might possess as your own 

’        

with us and the fellowship but the of ours 

         

with the Father  with the Son of Him Jesus Christ 

Expanded Translation: 

 “What, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really performed the completed 

action in the past with results continuing on to see, pay attention to, and understand, and logically 

related, we really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to hear and 

respond positively to we really perform the continuous type of action to bring a message, and to you all 

in order that and you all fellowship based on response you all might have the potential to perform the 

continuous action to possess as your own, with us, and logically related, the fellowship, based on 

response, but the of ours [collectively] with the Father, based on initiation, with the Son, based on 

initiation of Him, an initiator, Jesus, an initiator, Christ, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  The physical life of Jesus was the tool or instrument used by the Father to reveal truth to humanity. 

2.  In Jesus’ physical life, John and others saw, paid attention to, and understood the spiritual life which 

was evident in Jesus’ operation. 

3.  Having seen, paid attention to, and understood, John and others heard and responded positively to 

the message being revealed during Jesus’ physical life; this is a reference to salvation through personal 

dependence upon Jesus as the promised Christ, a direct result of their observation and understanding of 

spiritual life as modeled by Jesus of Nazareth. 

4.  This message of spiritual life is the one which they are proclaiming to their audience of believers. 

5.  John emphasizes that they are bringing it to their audience with a focus on the audience as the 

recipients. 

6.  Those who receive the message being proclaimed that believers can operate in spiritual life are 

benefitted. 

7.  The purpose in bringing this message was to create the potential that their audience could have 

commonality-fellowship-with each other. 
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8.  Fellowship is operation of the believer in spiritual life, rather than carnal life. 

9.  If more than one believer is operating simultaneously in fellowship, then they have commonality with 

each other. 

10.  Fellowship is primarily about commonality with God, therefore while two or more believers who are 

simultaneously in fellowship have commonality with each other it is only because they are both in 

commonality with the Father. 

11.  Fellowship is based on the response of the believer to operate spiritually rather than carnally. 

12.  If the believer is in fellowship then he operates spiritually united with the Father in His work and 

thought process. 

13.  If the believer has fellowship with the Father then he also has fellowship with the Son. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that creating the potential for fellowship is the reason why he and the others are 

bringing the message of Jesus’ spiritual operation back to them.  Since they witnessed Jesus’ spiritual 

operation while He was fully man, they are proclaiming their firsthand account to their audience of 

believers for the purpose that their audience becomes informed, or reminded, of the spiritual life 

available to them in Christ.  The status of the believer as in fellowship or out of fellowship is based on 

the believer’s response to their sinful actions.  Maintenance of fellowship requires confession of sin.  Sin 

takes the believer out of fellowship.  Confession restores the believer to fellowship with the Father. 
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1 John 1:4 

“These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”  (NASB) 

“And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.”  (NKJV) 

“          

and these  we write we in order that the joy of us it may be 

"  (NA23) 

filled completely full in the past and remain completely full through the present(KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, these we really perform the continuous type of action to write we [write] in 

order that the joy, based on response, of us, may have the potential to perform the continuous action of 

existing in the state of being acted upon in a completed action in the past to have been filled completely 

full with the potential that the fullness may continue on through the present based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer has the potential to have the joy of his salvation throughout the entire time in which he 

lives. 

2.  Joy is the result of having inner happiness and peace in response to recognizing that which has been 

provided by someone or something else. 

3.  Inner happiness and peace for the believer is founded in the recognition that they are eternal, saved 

upon their belief in Christ. 

4.  This same inner happiness and peace which is the believer’s at salvation continues through the 

believer’s life while the believer is in fellowship. 

5.  The perfect tense used by John identifies that his and others’ joy was filled completely full in the past 

and has the potential to remain in that condition through the future. 

6.  Their joy was fully established upon their belief in Jesus as the Christ, but has the potential to remain 

in a condition of fullness based on response to the message of spiritual life which was revealed in Jesus’ 

life. 

7.   As John and others operate in fellowship, spiritually, their joy is acted upon to remain in the 

condition of fullness which it was originally established in at the moment of their belief. 

8.  John writes these things so that the other believers can have their joy remain in its condition of 

fullness through operation in fellowship. 

9.  Fellowship is the contingency upon which the fullness of their joy hinges. 

Conclusion: 

 John uses the first four verses of his epistle to establish that salvation must precede fellowship.  

Salvation is the result of seeing, paying attention to, and understanding Jesus’ physical life from which 

the individual is able to understand the message of spiritual life.  Having understood the message of 

spiritual life, the individual must perform the action to respond positively toward it.  The individual, now 

believer, is able to have fellowship with other believers and with the Father and the Son.  Within the 

sphere of fellowship believers are able to recognize the grace of God provided them wherein God takes 
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responsibility for the believer’s shortcomings.  Inner happiness and peace was established at the 

moment of belief, but the fullness of the believer’s joy is dependent upon the believer’s state of 

fellowship.  When out of fellowship the believer’s state of joy is not completely full.
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1 John 1:5 

“This is the message we have heard and proclaim to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no 

darkness.” (NASB) 

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 

no darkness at all.” (NKJV) 

“         

“And it exists being this the message which we heard and responded positively to 

'         

away from Him and proclaim  to you that the God 

          " 

light He exists being and darkness in Him not it exists being not any” 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being 

this, based on response, the message, based on response, which, based on response we really 

performed the action in a point in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to hear 

and understand away from the source of Him, an initiator, and, logically related, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to carry back information to you all, initiators, that:  the God, an initiator, 

light He really performs the continuous type of action to exist being, and, logically related, darkness, 

based on response, in the sphere of Him not it really performs the action to exist in the state of being, 

not any.” 

Principles: 

1.  God exists in relationship to sin in the same manner that light exists in relationship to darkness. 

2.  Light and darkness do not coexist or have any commonality. 

3.  Likewise God and sin do not have any commonality together, nor can God have any relationship with 

sin. 

4.  Light is a great example of the triune nature of God wherein the three spectrums of light (Infrared, 

Visible, and Ultraviolet spectrums) represent the Holy Spirit, Son, and Father respectively. 

5.  In the same manner that infrared light cannot be seen but can be felt, the Holy Spirit cannot be seen 

but can be felt. 

6.  As visible light is able to be both seen and felt by humanity, God the Son was able to be seen and felt 

during his incarnation. 

7.  Ultraviolet light cannot be seen or felt as is the same for God the Father. 

8.  The effects of ultraviolet light can be seen, just as the effects of the Father can be seen through 

creation. 

9.  There is no darkness in light; there is also no sin in God. 

Conclusion: 

 The divine analogy provided by John regarding the triune nature of God and His relationship to 
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sin is a crucial example to understand in regards to fellowship.  Without accurately understanding that 

God cannot have any part in or with sin, the believer is unable to recognize the basic operational 

principle of his spiritual life.  The spectrums of light are an excellent example of the nature of the triune 

God provided through John by the Holy Spirit.  There is no sin in God and God cannot have any part with 

sin, even in relationship to His children, believers. 
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1 John 1:6 

“If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the 

truth;” (NASB) 

“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 

(NKJV) 

“      ’   

“If, maybe we say  that commonality we have with Him 

         

and in the darkness we walk we lie  and not 

  " 

perform the truth.” 

Expanded Translation: 

 “If, maybe we will or maybe we won’t, we might perform the action in a point in time to say 

that commonality, based on response, we really perform the continuous type of action to possess as 

our own with Him, an initiator, and, logically related, in the sphere of the darkness we might be 

performing the continuous type of action to walk through life, we really participate in the continuous 

type of action and are affected by the action of misrepresenting reality, and , logically related, not we 

really perform the continuous type of action to be credited with performing the truth, based on 

response.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer has the potential to walk in darkness or walk in light. 

2.  Light is associated with fellowship with God, darkness is associated with sin and carnality. 

3.  The believer has the ability to walk in the light (in fellowship) or in the darkness (out of fellowship). 

4.  If the believer is walking carnally (in the darkness-out of fellowship with God) he is not walking in the 

light (in fellowship with God). 

5.  The believer who is walking in carnality (unconfessed sin in his life) does not have fellowship with 

God. 

6.  If the believer believes that he has fellowship with God while he is walking in the darkness then he 

participates in the action of misrepresenting reality and is affected by his misrepresentation. 

7.  The effect produced by believing the false truth that the believer can walk in sin and also be in 

fellowship with God is that the believer is deceived, having a false view of reality. 

8.  In his false view of reality the believer is deceived into thinking that God can have fellowship with sin. 

9.  This false view does not accurately reflect on reality, therefore the believer is not credited with 

performing that which is in harmony with reality (truth). 

Conclusion: 

 The believer who believes that he can sin and maintain fellowship with God during his sinful 

operation is deceived.  God cannot have fellowship with sin in the same manner that light cannot have 
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commonality with darkness.  The believer who is walking in a sinful manner is out of fellowship with God 

and is not in harmony with God’s directive will for his life.  Furthermore, the believer who is out of 

fellowship and believes that he has commonality with God is deceived and misrepresents reality.  Truth 

identifies that the believer cannot sin and have fellowship with God simultaneously.  Each time the 

believer sins he loses fellowship with God.  Fellowship is restored through confession of sin to God 

alone.
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1 John 1:7 

“But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (NASB) 

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (NKJV) 

“             

If, maybe but in the sphere of  the light we walk in the same manner as  

         ’  

He  He is in the sphere of  the  light commonality we have with  

      ‘   

one another of the same kind and the blood of Jesus  the Son 

        "

of Him cleanses us all away from the source of  all  missing the mark” 

Expanded Translation: 

 “But, if, maybe we will, maybe we won’t,  in the sphere of the light we might really perform 

the continuous type of action to walk through life in the same manner as Him, an initiator, He really 

performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being in the sphere of the light, being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something, commonality, based on response, we really perform 

the continuous action to have as our own possession with one another, who are of the same kind, 

and, logically related, the blood, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of Jesus, an 

initiator, the Son, based on initiation, of Him, an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action 

to make clean, us all, being initiators, away from the source of all missing the mark, based on 

response.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers have the potential to walk in the light. 

2.  Believers have the potential to walk in the light (in fellowship with God) in the same manner as Jesus 

Himself is in the light (in fellowship with God). 

3.  When believers walk in the light they have commonality with other believers who are also walking in 

the light. 

4.  Believers who are walking in darkness (out of fellowship) do not have commonality with other 

believers who are walking in the light (in fellowship). 

5.  While believers are walking in the light (in fellowship with God), Jesus’ blood is the agent which 

continuously cleanses them away from the source of sin. 

6.  Believers miss the mark when they consent with their volition (free will) to the desires of their sin 

nature. 

7.  While in fellowship, the blood of Jesus cleanses the believer from his sin nature. 

8.  The sin nature is not removed from the believer by the blood of Jesus, but rather it is made less 
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effective in the believer’s life. 

9.  While in fellowship the believer’s mind is renovated so that the lies taught by this present age (see 

Romans 12:1-2) are replaced with truth from God’s Word. 

10.  The blood of Jesus provides the believer this opportunity when they walk in fellowship with God. 

11.  It is the blood of Jesus which continuously cleanses the believer in fellowship away from the source 

of his sin, the sin nature inside of him. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that commonality with God is the tool by which the believer’s sin nature is made 

less effective in the believer’s life.  Only when the believer walks in fellowship with God does his thought 

process get renovated so that it operates away from (apart from) his sin nature.  The more time the 

believer spends in fellowship the more the blood of Jesus cleanses him away from his sin nature and the 

less the believer will walk in darkness (out of fellowship with God).  The believer’s job is to maintain 

fellowship so that the blood of Jesus can accomplish its work of cleansing the believer away from the 

source of sin-his sin nature. 
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1 John 1:8 

“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (NASB) 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (NKJV) 

“        

If, maybe we say  that missing the mark (sin) not we really have 

         

ourselves we lead ourselves astray and the truth  not exists 

   ” (NA27) 

in the sphere of  us.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

 “If, maybe we will, maybe we won’t, perform the action to say that missing the mark, based 

on response, not we really perform the continuous type of action to have as our own possession, 

ourselves, being initiators, we really perform the continuous type of action to lead off path, and, 

logically related, truth, based on response, not it really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being in the sphere of us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer who says that they do not have sin in their life is lying to himself. 

2.  Not only does that believer deceive himself, he is leading himself astray. 

3.  While the believer believes that he does not have any sin in his life, the truth as a representation of 

reality does not operate within him. 

4.  While the believer’s sins are charged to Christ and are paid for in full, he is still does sinful things after 

his salvation. 

5.  Any believer who says they no longer sin, and that, thus, there is no sin in their life deceives 

themselves. 

6.  Rather than falsely believing that they have no sin in their life after salvation, the believer should deal 

with their sin honestly. 

Conclusion: 

 Although the sins of the believer have been paid for and imputed to Christ, the believer still 

misses the mark of God’s righteousness during his life.  Believers need to be honest to themselves about 

their sin, lest they lead themselves astray believing they live righteously when they are in reality not.  

The believer is to be honest with himself first and foremost regarding his sin.  This creates the potential 

for the believer to change his mind about his sin and then move to confession of that sin to God. 
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1 John 1:9 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” (NASB) 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” (NKJV) 

“           

If, maybe we speak the same concerning the  missings of the mark of us faithful He is 

          

and righteous in order that He might send off of us the  missings of the mark 

        "  (NA27) 

and  He might cleanse us away from  all  unrighteousness” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

 “If, maybe we will, maybe we won’t, we perform the continuous type of action to speak the 

same concerning the missings of the mark, based on response, of us, able to be depended upon He 

really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being and, logically connected, in 

conformity to the specifications of the blueprints of the plan, for the purpose that He has the 

potential to perform the action in a point in time to send off and away to us the missings of the mark, 

based on response, and, logically connected, He has the potential to perform the action to wash that 

which is dirty, us, away from the source of all nonconformity to the specifications of the blueprints of 

the plan.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer who is honest about his sins and changes his mind concerning them has the potential to 

confess them to God. 

2.  Under the Law, a priest was needed in order for daily sins to be managed, yet under grace the 

believer has become his own priest. 

3.  The believer’s responsibility is to agree with God concerning his personal failures to follow the 

righteous standard of God. 

4.  Because God is able to be trusted in character He will send off the sins of all believers who confess. 

5.  Because God is in conformity with that which is righteous He will send off the sins of all believers who 

confess. 

6.  It is the Father’s trustworthiness to fulfill His promise to both the believer in Christ and Christ Himself 

which sends off the sins of all believers who confess. 

7.  It is the Father’s conformity to righteousness which identifies that the believer’s penalty has been 

paid by Christ, in Whom the believer is secured, that sends off the sins of all believers who confess. 

8.  Upon sending off the confessing believers’ sins, the Father is able to then wash away the filth left 

behind by the sins sent away. 

9.  The purpose of washing away the filth left behind by sin is so that the believer moves further away 

from the source of unrighteousness-his sin nature. 
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Conclusion: 

 When the believer is honest with himself about his sin and views sin in the same way which God 

does he creates the potential to confess that sin to God.  Confession of that sin is made available 

because of the priesthood entered into by the believer upon the moment of their dependence upon 

Jesus as the Christ.  When the believer, through prayer, expresses his agreement with God regarding the 

sin which has entered into his life, God will send that sin off of him (forgiveness) and will cleanse the 

believer away from the source of all unrighteousness-the believer’s sin nature.  Upon confessing his sin, 

the believer enters into fellowship with God where he operates spiritually until such a time as he sins 

again.  At which time, the believer begins to operate carnally and is in need of repentance and then 

confession.  This is the believer’s greatest tool in accomplishing the will of the Father.  The believer 

cannot and does not operate spiritually when there is unconfessed sin in his life.  Spiritual operation is 

only accomplished when the believer is in fellowship with the Father during those moments in which he 

has no unconfessed sin in his life. 
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1 John 1:10 

“If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.” (NASB) 

“If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” (NKJV) 

“        

“If, maybe we say  that not we really missed the mark  

           

misrepresenter of reality we really credit with performing Him and   

          ” (NA27) 

the word  of Him  not it exists  in the sphere of   us” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

 “If, maybe we will, maybe we won’t, we perform the action to say that not we have really 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to miss the mark, 

misrepresenter of reality, based on initiation, we really perform the continuous type of action to credit 

with performing Him, an initiator, and, logically related, the revealed word, based on initiation, of Him, 

an initiator, not it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being in the 

sphere of us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The sin of the believer is accomplished in a completed action in the past, but produces the result that 

the believer is out of fellowship which continues on until the next time he confesses. 

2.  The believer who has deceived himself to believe that he has not sinned, when in fact he has and is 

consequently out of fellowship, labels God a liar. 

3.  While the believer is deceived to think that he has not sinned and is not out of fellowship, he 

contradicts God’s Word which is the standard by which the believer’s actions are measured and then 

identified as sinful or righteous. 

4.  The believer who says he has not missed the mark when God’s Word reveals otherwise performs the 

action to credit God with being someone who misrepresents reality. 

5.  Since the word of God operates only in those who are in fellowship with God, the carnal believer 

cannot have God’s word operating in him while he calls God a liar. 

Conclusion: 

 Believers are either believing God and the revelation found in His Word or they are believing 

what they perceive through their senses.  When their human viewpoint has convinced them that they 

have not sinned in spite of what God’s Word reveals they are effectively calling God One who 

misrepresents reality.  While the believer is in his state of deceit he is out fellowship and the word of 

God cannot and does not operate within him.  The believer must change his mind concerning the sin in 

his life, stop calling God a liar, and confess his sin before the word of God becomes operational in him 

again. 
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1 John 2:1 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have 

an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;” (NASB) 

“My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.”  (NKJV) 

“           

“Infants  of me these I am writing to you in order that not (stop) miss the mark 

         

and if, maybe, maybe not anyone  misses the mark legal advisor we have 

     " 

toward the Father  Jesus  Christ  in conformity with the standard” 

Expanded Translation: 

 “Little babies, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of me!  I really am 

performing the continuous type of action to write these, tools or instruments used to accomplish 

something, to you all who are advantaged in receiving them in order that you all may have the 

potential to perform the action in a point in time to stop missing the mark.  And, logically related, if, 

maybe, but maybe not, anyone, an initiator, might perform the action in a point in time to miss the 

mark, legal advisor who comes alongside for the purpose of representation, based on initiation, 

toward the Father, based on initiation, Jesus, an initiator, Christ, based on initiation, who is in 

conformity to the specifications of the blueprints, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  Fellowship is the tool provided by the Father for the purpose of stopping sin in the life of the believer. 

2.  The believer has the potential to live a sinless life through fellowship. 

3.  If the believer remains in fellowship 100% of his post salvation life then he will not sin during his post 

salvation life. 

4.  The possibility exists for believers to stop sinning in their life through the tool of fellowship. 

5.  Jesus Christ, Who Himself is in conformity with the righteous standard of God, comes alongside the 

believer who sins as a legal advisor. 

6.  It is Jesus Christ Who takes up the case of the believer before his Judge, the Father. 

7.  God the Son is the legal advisor who goes to the Judge for the purpose of representing the believer to 

the Father. 

8.  Since the believer is established positionally in Christ his legal advisor, the Judge’s Son, a righteous 

man, and God, is able to mediate on behalf of the parties involved. 

9.  A mediator must have equal ground with both parties in order to act as mediator. 

10.  Jesus of Nazareth is God the Son, fully man and fully God simultaneously, on this basis He is able to 

approach the Judge as an equal and relate to the believer as well. 

11.  Jesus of Nazareth was Himself in conformity with the specifications of the Father’s blueprints of 

righteousness, therefore He has a right to bring the believer’s case to the Father concerning the 
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believer’s post salvation sins. 

12.  If the believer breaks fellowship with the Father through personal choice to sin then he has not 

depended upon the Word of God to guide him. 

13.  However, because of Jesus’ righteousness and role as legal advisor representing the believer to the 

Judge (God the Father), the believer remains positionally secure. 

14.  If the believer does not break fellowship with the Father by choosing to remain in fellowship 

moment by moment in dependence upon the Word of God through the Holy Spirit to lead him, then the 

legal advisor does not accrue billable hours. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus of Nazareth, the Anointed Sacrifice Who paid the penalty for humanity’s sins is able to act 

as legal advisor on the basis that He conformed to the standards of righteousness established by the 

Father during His time on earth.  Being fully man and fully God, Jesus is able to mediate successfully 

between the Judge and the accused.  His services as legal advisor and representative are not necessary if 

the believer remains in fellowship.  It is only when the believer sins post salvation that the Legal 

Advisor’s services are necessary.  Operating in fellowship is the tool provided by the Father to the 

believer for the purpose of stopping sin in the believer’s life moment by moment.  The more momentum 

the believer builds through confession of known sin the better.  The longer the believer spends in 

fellowship the greater he grows spiritually and the more efficiently he matures in the spiritual 

maturation process allowing him to overcome the attacks of Satan & Company while he comes to a 

better understanding of Jesus of Nazareth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords for eternity. 
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1 John 2:2 

“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole 

world.” (NASB) 

“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

(NKJV) 

“           

and He payment of debt He is concerning the  missings of the mark of us 

          

not concerning the of our own but, slightly different only  

         " 

but, significantly different  and concerning entire the world system” 

Expanded Translation: 

 “And, logically related, He, an initiator, necessary payment required to satisfy an obligation, 

based on initiation, He really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being 

concerning the possession of the missings of the mark, based on response, of us, but, slightly different, 

not concerning the possession of the missings of the mark, based on response, of our own, based on 

response, but, significantly different, and, emphatically, concerning of the entire world system, based 

on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  Jesus of Nazareth is the One who satisfied the debt of sinful humanity through His spiritual death on 

the cross. 

2.  Propitiation has been accomplished for believers. 

3.  Propitiation has been accomplished for unbelievers. 

4.  Propitiation has been accomplished in the spiritual death of Christ for all of humanity. 

5.  Propitiation has been accomplished regardless of the individual’s faith in Christ as the Messiah. 

6.  The spiritual death of Christ on the cross is the necessary payment required to satisfy the obligation 

demanded by the righteousness of God for the sin of humanity. 

7.  God has been propitiated already-the means of transferring the payment into the account of the 

sinner is dependence upon Christ as the Savior and not on works. 

8.  All those who depend upon Christ have the record of their debt removed from them. 

9.  All those who do not depend upon Christ maintain the record of their debt as payable upon their 

death and remain in a state of certain and impending harm being condemned to the lake of fire, 

eternally separated from God the Father. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus of Nazareth paid the necessary payment required to satisfy the obligation to the Father for 

man’s sins through His spiritual death on the cross.  The phrase, “blood of Christ” is an idiom which 

refers to the spiritual death of Jesus on the cross during which time the sins of humanity were 
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propitiated.  The expiation, or removal, of an individual’s sin is dependent upon their personal free will 

response to depend upon Christ to take the penalty for their sins.  When the individual depends upon 

Christ to pay the penalty they rightfully owe themselves, their debt is removed from them, having been 

paid by the spiritual death of Christ.  All the sins of humanity have been paid for, however, not all 

humans are saved since the removal of the debt of each individual is dependent upon whether or not 

the sinner will depend upon Christ to pay their debt or not.  The funds have already been provided 

through the spiritual death of Christ, but they are not applied to the individual until personal 

dependence upon Christ is facilitated through personal volition. 
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1 John 2:3 

“And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.” (NASB) 

“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” (NKJV) 

“         

“and in the sphere of  this we know that we have known Him  

       ” (NA23) 

If, maybe, maybe not, the instructions of Him  we preserve.” 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, in the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we 

really perform the continuous type of action to know a fact that we really have performed the 

completed action in the past with results continuing on to know Him, an initiator:  if, maybe, maybe not, 

the instructions, based on response, of Him, an initiator, we really perform the continuous type of action 

to preserve.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is able to know through experience that he has come to know Jesus Christ in an 

experiential manner based on observation of preserving the instructive commands of the will of God. 

2.  The believer who is in fellowship is operating experientially in a spiritual capacity to depend upon the 

instructive commands of God. 

3.  Outside of fellowship, the believer is unable to come to experiential knowledge that he knows Christ 

experientially because his actions are still carnal.  

4.  The ability of the believer to observe in his experiences that he has experientially known Christ is 

based upon the believer’s observation of his own carrying out of the will of God as instructed by the 

Holy Spirit according to and utilizing the Word of God. 

5.  The believer may, or may not, preserve the instructive commands of the will of God, depending upon 

whether or not he is in fellowship. 

6.  When the believer is in fellowship, and, thus, when he is preserving the instructive commands of the 

will of God, he is able to experientially know the fact that he has experientially come to know Jesus of 

Nazareth as his personal Savior. 

Conclusion: 

 Cerinthus was teaching false doctrines which were human in thought and nature.  John is 

countering the teaching of Cerinthus with the revelation that a believer is only able to experience his 

salvation when he walks in fellowship.  Experiential knowledge is the combination of academic 

knowledge with the circumstances of life.  When the believer depends upon (has faith in) the academic 

understanding of the instructions of God (His will), then he develops experiential knowledge.  This type 

of knowledge is only developed during fellowship with the Father.  The ability of the believer to have 

experiential knowledge-knowledge which is beyond merely the academic instruction-is dependent upon 

fellowship with the Father, wherein he preserves the instructive commands of the will of God. 
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1 John 2:4 

“The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him;” (NASB) 

“He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

(NKJV) 

“          

The saying  that I have known Him and the instructions of Him 

         

not keep liar  he is and in the sphere of this the truth  

 " (NA27)

not is.” 

Expanded Translation: 

“The initiator performing the continuous type of action to speak based on his own initiation that, “I 

have really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to know a fact, 

Him, an initiator,” and, logically related, the instructions, based on response, of Him, an initiator, stops 

being described as performing the continuous type of action to preserve based on his own initiation, 

misrepresenter of reality, based on initiation, he really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being, and, logically related, in the sphere of this, based on initiation, the truth which 

corresponds to reality, based on response, it does not really perform the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being.” 

Principles: 

1.  Anyone who declares that he has experiential knowledge (academic knowledge mixed with faith to 

create application to circumstances of life) but is not preserving the instructive commands of the Father 

(will of God) is  a misrepresent of reality. 

2.  No individual is able to have experiential knowledge of Christ without also preserving the instructive 

commands of God’s will. 

3.  The instructive commands of God’s will (directive) are only able to be carried out by believers, and by 

believers who are in fellowship. 

4.  An individual who declares that he knows Christ experientially but is not continuously being careful to 

do the Father’s will is misrepresenting reality. 

5.  The present tense of thrwn (pronounced “tae-rohn” = “to preserve”) identifies a repetitious 

preservation of the commands of God, not an ongoing or constant preserving of the commands of God. 

6.  The individual who has truly come to have experiential knowledge of Jesus Christ will perform the 

action in repetitious moments to preserve the instructive commands of God (God’s will). 

7.  Truth, which is Bible Doctrine, the revelation of Scripture as taught by the Holy Spirit, does not 

perform the action to exist within the sphere of the one who misrepresents the reality of his experiential 

knowledge of Christ. 

8.  Experiential knowledge of Christ is knowledge which moves beyond academic instruction to 
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application in life’s circumstances through dependence upon the knowledge gained during the academic 

process. 

Conclusion: 

John continues his discourse against Cerinthus by identifying that true believers are those who have 

come to an experiential knowledge (academic knowledge mixed with faith) of Jesus Christ.  Cerinthus 

may be declaring that he has experiential knowledge of Christ, but if he does not preserve the 

instructive commands of the will of God then he is a misrepresenter of reality.  Furthermore, Cerinthus 

has no Bible doctrine within him; else he would recognize the error of his through process and false 

teaching.  Believers are to develop experiential knowledge of Christ by acquiring and depending upon 

Bible doctrine to produce spiritual fruit in their lives while in fellowship with the Father.   
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1 John 2:5 

“But whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we 

are in Him:” (NASB) 

“But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in 

Him.” (NKJV) 

“ ’           

Who but ever preserves of Him the word truly  in the sphere of this 

       

the self-sacrificial love of the God has been carried out to completion 

         " (NA23) 

in the sphere of this we know that in the sphere of  him we exist.” 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly contrastive, anyone who might perform the continuous action to preserve of Him, an 

initiator, the revealed word, based on initiation, in complete correspondence with reality in the sphere 

of this, based on initiation, the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of 

the response it receives because of the volition and integrity of the One doing the loving, based on 

response, of the God, an initiator, it really has been acted upon in a completed action in the past with 

results continuing on to be carried out to completion.  In the sphere of this, based on initiation, we 

really perform the continuous type of action to have experiential knowledge that in the sphere of Him 

(Christ), an initiator, we really perform the action to exist in the state of being.” 

Principles: 

1.  Anyone who is found to be preserving the commands of God has had the love of God been carried to 

completion within him. 

2.  The carrying to completion of the love of God is in the believer’s walking in fellowship with God 

following salvation. 

3.  The love of God provides salvation freely to all who will receive in dependence (faith) the Christ. 

4.  Once a recipient of Christ, the love of God is perfected in the believer through fellowship. 

5.  The love of God being carried out to completion is one way by which the believer may know that he 

exists in fellowship with God. 

6.  This is identified as experiential truth. 

7.  The believer’s position is in Christ.  Within his position in Christ he is able to have experiential 

fellowship with the Father. 

8.  Such fellowship is proof of the love of God which was given in the provision of a Messiah, but was 

then carried to completion by the believer walking in fellowship following his salvation. 

Conclusion: 

The believer who preserves the commands of God is in fellowship with God.  It is during fellowship with 

God that the reality of God’s love is carried to completion.  God’s love was for the whole world, but only 
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those who appropriate the grace of Christ through volitionally depending upon Christ as Savior are able 

to have the love of God be carried to completion.  The completion of God’s love in the believer is based 

on his experiential position in Christ during times of fellowship.  In fellowship the believer will preserve 

the commands of God.  The one who is preserving the commands of God has had the love of God 

brought to completion in him. 
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1 John 2:6 

“The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” (NASB) 

“He who abides in Him ought himself to walk in just as He walked.” (NKJV) 

“         

“The saying ‘in the sphere of Him I am abiding’ is obligated according to how 

       .” 

that One walked  and himself  in this way to walk.” 

Expanded translation: 

“The initiator performing the continuous action of saying based on his own initiation, “In the sphere 

of Him, an initiator, I continuously perform the action to walk” really performs the continuous type of 

action to be obligated according to how that Initiator (Jesus) really performed the action in a point in 

time in the past to move along in physical life and, emphatically, he himself, an initiator, in the same 

manner is to perform the continuous type of action to move along in physical life.” 

Principles: 

1.  Jesus of Nazareth lived a physical life of spiritual operation. 

2.  In Jesus’ physical life he operated spiritually in fellowship with the Father under the leading of the 

Holy Spirit. 

3.  The one who declares that he abides in Christ obligates himself to walk spiritually during his time of 

physical life on earth. 

4.  Any individual who makes the claim that he is in fellowship, but is not performing the action to walk 

in the same manner as Christ-which is spiritually-does not keep the Word of God, nor does he 

accomplish God’s will as given in the instructive commands of the revealed Word. 

5.  The believer is able to know his experiential position based upon recognizing the manner in which he 

is walking, carnally or spiritually. 

6.  Spiritual operation only occurs during those times in which the believer is operating in fellowship 

with the Father. 

7.  Carnal operation occurs during those times in which the believer does not operate in fellowship. 

8.  A carnal believer is not abiding in Christ experientially. 

9.  Experiential fellowship is to be kept distinct from the believer’s position in Christ wherein he is 

declared righteous because Christ Himself is righteous. 

Conclusion: 

 Believers who are in fellowship will walk in the same manner as Jesus of Nazareth walked, 

operating spiritually.  When a believer operates carnally, which is evident in the reality that he is not 

preserving the instructive commands of God by carrying out His will, he is not in fellowship.  The love of 

God has been carried to completion during the believer’s spiritual operation.  The love of God is not 

operating within the believer who is out of fellowship. 
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1 John 2:7 

“Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you 

have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard.”

 (NASB) 

“Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have 

had from the beginning.  The old commandment is the word which you have heard from the 

beginning.” (NKJV) 

“         

Beloved not instruction new  I write  to you all  

’        

but, on the other hand instruction old  which you have had 

’        

away from beginning the instruction the old  exists being 

    "     (NA23)

the word  which you heard and responded positively to.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

To those loved with a self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of 

the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the one loving based on 

initiation: Not a never before seen instructive command, based on response, I am really 

performing the continuous type of action to write to you all who are benefitted in receiving 

it, but, completely opposite to that, a long existing instructive command, based on response, 

which, based on response, you have really performed the continuous action in the past to 

have as your own away from of the principal moment in time in which others followed, the 

instructive command, based on response, the old, based on response, it really performs the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the revealed message, based on 

initiation, which, based on initiation, you all really performed the action in a point in time in 

the past to hear and respond positively to. 

Principles: 

1.  Believers are beloved children of God because of their position in Christ. 

2.  From the first moment of the believer’s spiritual birth he is to walk in fellowship with the 

Father. 

3.  The message of the gospel is one of propitiation which redeems sinful humanity through 

personal faith in Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah into a relationship with God. 

4.  The instructive command to be in fellowship (a right relationship with God) is not anything 
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new. 

5.  The believers to whom John is writing have already experienced this instruction immediately 

following their personal dependence upon Jesus as the Christ. 

6.  Through sin, however, the believers to whom John is writing, as well as other church age 

believers not yet alive, stopped possessing a right relationship with God, their fellowship with 

Him broken because of sin. 

7.  Confession of sin restores the relationship to a righteous one wherein the believer 

experientially has fellowship with God and carries out God’s will. 

8.  The instructive to walk in fellowship with God is not a new instruction. 

9.  The gospel message contains within it the instruction to live in a right relationship with God. 

10.  Those who depend upon Jesus to be the Christ have heard and obeyed this message and 

are to perform the action to walk in fellowship with God from the moment of personal belief 

until physical death. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that believers have been made aware of their need for fellowship with 

God through the gospel message.  Immediately following their moment of personal faith in 

Jesus to be the Messiah, the newly born believer operates in fellowship with God until personal 

sin removes them from fellowship.  Fellowship was possessed but then broken because of sin.  

The same message which speaks to man’s need for the Christ speaks to man’s need for 

fellowship with God.  Those who have responded positively to the gospel message, placing 

personal faith in Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ have possessed fellowship with God before, 

albeit briefly.  Intake of the Word of God and repentance from sin followed by confession 

allows the believer to once more possess fellowship with God until the next moment of sin. 
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1 John 2:8 

“On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining.” (NASB) 

“Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness 

is passing away, and the true light is already shining.”   (NKJV) 

“         

Again,  instruction new  I write  to you all which it exists 

         

truth  in Him and in you all on account of the darkness 

        " 

it is passing and the light the true  already  is shining.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Returning back to a previous place, a new instructive command based on response I am really 

performing the continuous type of action to write to you all who are benefitted in receiving it, which, 

being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, it really performs the continuous type of 

action to exist in the state of being, corresponding to reality, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, in the sphere of Him, an initiator, and in the sphere of you all who are 

benefitted in receiving it on account of the darkness, based on response, it is really participating in the 

continuous type of action of being acted upon to be led away, and, logically related, the light, being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something, the true, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, at this point in time is really performing the continuous type of action to 

shine.”  

Principles: 

1.  The believer who operates in fellowship allows God to remove sin from his life. 

2.  Through fellowship with God darkness is being led out by light. 

3.  It is to the believer’s benefit that he understands fellowship and its ability to remove sin from the 

believer’s life. 

4. The new instruction which the believer is taught corresponds with John’s statements in verses five 

through ten of chapter one. 

5.  The ability of light to lead away darkness is based on Jesus’ righteousness and the believer’s 

fellowship. 

6.  Positionally, the believer is declared sinless by God because he is in Christ. 

7.  Experientially, the believer is able through fellowship to have sin removed from his life. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that those in fellowship are able to let the light shine and thus darkness be acted 

upon to be cast out.  Operation of the believer in fellowship with God removes sin from his life.  This is 

accomplished by the teaching of divine thought to the believer by the Holy Spirit during the believer’s 



Summary Review 
1 John 2:8 

time of Bible study.  Bible study becomes the utmost form of worship of God as from knowledge and 

application in faith upon the Word of God the believer is able to carry out God’s will and understand the 

boundaries of fellowship with sin.  The renovation of the mind wherein the believer is acted upon by the 

Holy Spirit who removes human viewpoint and replaces it with divine viewpoint occurs only when the 

believer is in fellowship.  Because of the imputation of Jesus’ righteousness to the believer sin 

positionally in Christ, the believer has already had the light remove darkness.  However, in the believer’s 

experience on earth he is to walk in fellowship so that the light can continue to remove darkness from 

his thought process and, thus, consequently, his behavior. 
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1 John 2:9 

“The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.” (NASB) 

“He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in the darkness until now.” (NKJV) 

“           

The saying “In the light I am” and the spiritual brother of him 

         ” (NA23) 

he disallows a claim in the darkness he is as far as this point in time.” (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“The initiator performing the continuous type of action to say as a matter of principle based on his own 

initiation, “In the sphere of the light, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, I perform 

the action to exist in the state of being as a matter of purpose,” and logically related, the spiritual brother, 

based on initiation, of him, an initiator, he performs the continuous type of action to disallow a claim as a 

matter of principle based on his own initiation, in the sphere of darkness, based on response, he really 

simultaneously performs the continuous action to exist in the state of being as far as this point in time.” 

Principles: 

1.  A believer has responsibilities in his relationship with his spiritual brother (and sister). 

2.  While the believer is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother upon his life he is not walking in the 

light. 

3.  A believer cannot be simultaneously walking in the light while disallowing the claim of his spiritual 

brother. 

4.  Since the believer disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is not walking in fellowship with God, he is 

walking in darkness. 

5.  The believer walking in darkness is operating carnally according to his flesh, rather than spiritually 

according to God’s spiritual leadership. 

6.  Until the believer confesses his disallowance of his spiritual brother’s claim, he will remain walking in the 

darkness. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that believers cannot exist in fellowship with God while not operating properly 

brother to brother.  The believer is commanded to relate properly to his spiritual brother and sister. When 

the believer fails to relate properly to his spiritual brother he is not relating properly to his spiritual Father.  

While the believer disallows the claim of his spiritual brother he will remain out of fellowship with the 

Father because he is disobeying the Father’s command to love his spiritual brother.  The believer must 

confess his failure to allow the claim of his spiritual brother to the Father, thus allowing the Father to restore 

him to fellowship wherein he may love his brother. 
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1 John 2:10 

“The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.” (NASB) 

“He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.” (NKJV) 

“           

The one loving  the brother  of him in the sphere of  the light 

          ”  (NA23) 

he abides and trigger of a trap  in the sphere of  him not it is. (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“The initiator performing the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love regardless of the 

response he receives from the one whom he is loving from the source of his own integrity and volition 

as a matter of principle based on his own initiation, the spiritual brother of him, based on initiation, he 

simultaneously really performs the continuous type of action to abide in the sphere of the light, being 

a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, and logically related, trigger of a trap, being a tool 

or instrument used to accomplish something, in the sphere of him, it really does not perform the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.” 

Principles: 

1.  While the believer is self-sacrificially loving his spiritual brother, he abides in the light. 

2.  While the believer abides in the light he is operating spiritually. 

3.  While the believer abides in the light he is in fellowship with God. 

4.  During the time in which the believer is in fellowship with God he self-sacrificially loves his brother. 

5.  During the time in which the believer is in fellowship with God he does not have within him a trigger 

of a trap which is designed to ensnare others. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that the believer must be in fellowship in order to genuinely be loving his spiritual 

brother (or sister).  Outside of fellowship, the believer cannot love his brothers and sisters with the 

same type of love with which he is loved by the Father.  While the believer loves his brother, he abides 

in fellowship with God.  Since the believer is in fellowship with God, and self-sacrificially loves his 

spiritual brother, there is no trigger mechanism of a trap designed to ensnare his brother in him. 
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1 John 2:11 

“But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know 

where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” (NASB) 

“But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is 

going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” (NKJV) 

“          

The initiator But disallowing a claim the  brother  of him in the sphere of 

         

the darkness he is and en the sphere of the darkness he walks 

           

and not he perceives where he is being led because the darkness  

   " (NA23) 

has blinded the eyes  of him.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

But, slightly different, the initiator performing the continuous type of action to disallow a claim as a 

matter of principle based on his own initiation, [of] the spiritual brother, based on initiation, of  him, an 

initiator, in the sphere of the darkness, based on response, he simultaneously really performs the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, and logically related, in the sphere of the 

darkness, based on response, he simultaneously really performs the continuous type of action to walk 

about, and logically related, he really does not perform the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to know based on perception through the senses where he really is performing the 

continuous type of action to be led by another, on account of the darkness, based on response, it 

really has performed the action in a point in time in the past to deprive of sight the eyes, based on 

initiation, of him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is in the sphere of darkness, being 

out of fellowship. 

2.  While out of fellowship, the believer conducts himself throughout his daily affairs in carnality. 

3.  While the believer is in carnal operation, he does not recognize where it is that he is being led by his 

sin nature and Satan & Company. 

4.  The believer’s inability to recognize through his senses where he is being led is the direct result of 

darkness depriving him of his ability to see spiritually. 

5.  The carnal operation of the believer deprives the believer of spiritual awareness, operation, and 

understanding. 

6.  The believer must confess his sin, thus being restored to fellowship by the Father, in order to regain 

his ability to see and walk spiritually. 
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Conclusion: 

 John identifies that a believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother upon him is 

out of fellowship.  While out of fellowship the believer is not able to understand the things of God, for 

he is not able to see spiritually because he has been deprived of sight by the darkness wherein he walks.  

Restoration to fellowship is the only solution, brought about by personal confession of sin to God alone, 

which will restore the believer’s ability to see spiritually and to also love his spiritual brother in 

accordance with the Father’s commands. 



1 John 2:12 
Summary Review 

1 John 2:12 

“I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake.” (NASB) 

“I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.”  (NKJV) 

“         

I write  you all infants  on account of sent away you all the sins 

   ” (NA23) 

through the name of Him.  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“I really am performing the continuous type of action to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving 

what I write, infants, who are tools or instruments used to accomplish something, on account of they have 

really been acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be sent off you all, 

who are benefitted in receiving the sending off of, the missings of the mark, based on response, through 

the instrumentality of the name and reputation, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of 

Him, an initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  Spiritual infants are those who have had their sins forgiven by the Father because of their personal faith 

in Christ. 

2.  A spiritual infant is one who is dependent upon the Father in every aspect for his own ability to function 

in spiritual life. 

3.  The spiritual infant develops an understanding of the character of the Father during his infancy. 

4.  The spiritual infant develops an understanding of the promises of the Father during his infancy. 

5.  The character of the Father and the promises of the Father are the things which the spiritual infant must 

learn and then depend upon in order to grow spiritually during his time in infancy. 

6.  The forgiveness of the sins of the spiritual infant occurred simultaneous to the infant’s personal belief in 

Jesus as the Savior. 

7.  The name of Jesus carried with it His reputation and personal history as a man, therefore it carried with 

its invocation the declaration of all that Jesus of Nazareth accomplished, namely, impeccable spiritual 

operation from the moment of His first breath to the moment of His ascension to the throne room of the 

Father. 

8.  It is the impeccable spiritual operation of Jesus of Nazareth which qualifies Him to be the righteous and 

anointed sacrifice for all of humanity’s sins. 

9.  The invocation of Jesus’ name by the human for personal salvation and consequent fellowship with God 

is the cause of the believer’s sins being sent off of him as his personal responsibility. 

10.  The sins are imputed to Christ where His personal spiritual death on the cross pays the penalty for 

what is now charged to His own account as His personal responsibility. 

11.  It is because of Jesus of Nazareth that believers have their sins forgiving, both at the moment of 

salvation, and then consequently upon confession of personal sin during the believer’s post-salvific life. 
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Conclusion: 

Without the life of Jesus of Nazareth, no human’s sins have the potential to be forgiven him by God the 

Father.  Without impeccable spiritual operation during His time on earth, Jesus of Nazareth would not have 

had the ability to pay the debt of man’s sins.  When an individual depends upon Jesus of Nazareth as the 

Christ, he is forgiven of all of his sins through the removal of the responsibility of those sins from himself 

and the imputation of said responsibility to Jesus of Nazareth.  It is because of the impeccable righteous 

and spiritual operation of Jesus of Nazareth that the spiritual infant’s sins are removed from the spiritual 

infant. 
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1 John 2:13 

“I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning.  I am writing to you, 

young men, because you have overcome the evil one.  I have written to you, children, because you know the 

Father.”  (NASB) 

“I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning.  I write to you, young men, 

because you have overcome the wicked one.  I write to you, children, because you have known the Father.”  

(NKJV) 

“        '  

I write  you all fathers  on account of you have known the from beginning 

        " (NA23) 

I write you all new men on account of you have overcome the evil one.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“I really perform the continuous type of action to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving what I 

am writing, spiritual fathers, based on initiation, on account of you all really have performed the 

completed action in the past with results continuing on to comprehensively know the Initiator away from 

a principle moment in time from which a series of moments followed, based on response.  I really perform 

the continuous type of action to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving what I am writing, new 

men, based on initiation, on account of you all really have performed the completed action in the past 

with results continuing on to have overwhelming victory over the initiator actively working to attack and 

destroy that which is inherently good based upon its righteousness, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  Spiritual fathers are those who have comprehensive knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth. 

2.  Comprehensive knowledge is both academic and experiential in nature, which, when combined, provide 

a framework of comprehension concerning the way an object or person operates. 

3.  Spiritual fathers have a framework of comprehension which reveals to them how Jesus of Nazareth 

operated on earth and how the Lord will operate for eternity. 

4.  Comprehensive knowledge is not exhaustive knowledge. 

5.  Spiritual young men are new men in quality or characteristic, not new in existence. 

6.  Spiritual young men have been overwhelmingly victorious over the evil one (Satan & Co.). 

7.  The evil one (Satan & Co.) are described as actively working to destroy the righteousness established by 

God the Father through attack and confusion. 

8.  Spiritual young men are overwhelmingly victorious over Satan & Co. in their attempt to destroy God’s 

kingdom by destroying the standard the Father has established. 

Conclusion: 

The focus of spiritual maturation is to come to a comprehensive understanding, through study and personal 

experience in fellowship with the Father, of Jesus the Christ and the Lord.  Spiritual fathers are those who 

have come to a working understanding of Jesus.  The result of their understanding is an ability to know what 

He will do and why He is doing it.  Spiritual young men have learned the processes and protocols for fighting 
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against Satan & Company during their time as young children.  Having ascertained and utilized through faith 

the protocols of spiritual combat, they have become overwhelmingly victorious over the enemy.  Their 

strength is in the implementation of the protocols of the Father through dependence upon His protocols 

and instruction for defeating the enemy.  While in fellowship, spiritual young men utilize the natural 

inherent power of God the Father Who is omnipotent (all-powerful) therefore their strength is His strength 

implemented through His protocols of doctrine.  While Satan & Company are able to wage war and carry out 

attacks against the kingdom of God, they are not able to sustain their war against God’s omnipotence and 

omniscience.  When the believer depends upon doctrine in his circumstances from a position of fellowship 

with the Father he is overwhelmingly victorious over Satan & Company.  
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1 John 2:14 

“I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning.  I have written 

to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 

the evil one.” (NASB) 

“I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning.  I have written 

to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 

the wicked one.”  (NKJV) 

“        

I wrote  you all children on account of you have known the  Father 

        ' 

I wrote  you all fathers  on account of you have known the away from 

         

beginning I wrote   you all new men on account of strong  you all are 

             

and the revealed word of the  God (Father) in the sphere of  you all it remains 

    ” (NA23) 

and you have overcome the evil one.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“I really have performed the action in a point in time to write to you all, who are benefitted in 

receiving what I have written, children, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, on 

account of you all have really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on 

to comprehensively know the Father, based on initiation.  I really have performed the action in a point 

in time to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving what I have written, fathers, based on 

initiation, on account of you all have really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to comprehensively know the Initiator away from a principle moment in time from 

which a series of moments followed, based on response.  I really have performed the action in a point 

in time to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving what I have written, new men, based on 

initiation, on account of you all really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of 

being in possession of strength, based on initiation, and logically related, the revealed word, based on 

initiation, of the God (the Father), an Initiator, in the sphere of you all, who are benefitted in possessing 

it, it really performs the continuous type of action to abide, and logically related, you all really have 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to be overwhelmingly 

victorious over the initiator actively working to attack and destroy that which is inherently good based 

upon its righteousness, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  Spiritual children are those who have come to a comprehensive knowledge of the Father. 
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2.  Comprehensive knowledge is both academic and experiential in nature, which, when combined, 

provide a framework of comprehension concerning the way an object or person operates. 

3.  Spiritual fathers are those who have comprehensive knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth. 

4.  Spiritual fathers have a framework of comprehension which reveals to them how Jesus of Nazareth 

operated on earth and how the Lord will operate for eternity. 

5.  Spiritual young men are new men in quality or characteristic, not new in existence. 

6.  The strength of the spiritual you man is found in his capacity to depend upon the Father’s protocols 

(Doctrine). 

7.  Since the word of God, the doctrines of God containing the Father’s protocols for spiritual operation, 

abides in the young man he logically overwhelms Satan & Company. 

8.  The doctrines of God’s Word are what have provided the spiritual young man his strength to 

overwhelm the enemy. 

Conclusion: 

Regardless of a believer’s stage of spiritual maturity and growth, he must operate in fellowship in order 

to mature spiritually.  The believer in fellowship develops an understanding of the character of God and 

His promises first.  After having had a solid foundation developed, the believer in fellowship learns the 

processes and protocols of the Father for the purpose of doing the Father’s will.  Once the believer in 

fellowship learns the processes and protocols of the Father and depends upon them in faith he develops 

strength of character, established by and in harmony with the Word of God, with which he 

overwhelmingly is victorious over Satan & Company in the cosmic battle.  Outside of fellowship with the 

Father, the believer cannot stand on his own in spiritual growth or spiritual operation. 
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1 John 2:15 

“Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 

not in him.” (NASB) 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him.” (NKJV) 

“          

“Stop loving  the world system but stop (loving) the in the sphere of  

          

the world system. If, maybe/maybe not anyone  loves the world system 

          " (NA23) 

not it exists being the love of the Father  in the sphere of  him.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“You all are commanded to stop performing the continuous type of action of self-sacrificially loving 

regardless of the response you all receive from the object you all are loving from the source of your 

own integrity and volition, the world system, based on initiation, but stop [performing the continuous 

type of action of self-sacrificially loving regardless of the response you all receive from the object you 

all are loving from the source of your own integrity and volition] the tools and instruments used to 

accomplish something in the sphere of the world system, based on in initiation.  If, maybe, maybe not, 

anyone, an initiator, might perform the continuous type of action of self-sacrificially loving regardless 

of the response he receives from the object he is loving from the source of his own integrity and 

volition the world system, based on initiation, [then] the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in 

being given regardless of the response it receives from the source of the integrity and volition of the 

Father, based on initiation, it really does not perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state 

of being [in operation] in the sphere of him, an initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers are commanded to stop loving the world system and all those things which the world 

system contains within it. 

2.  The world system is presently led by Satan & Company, therefore it functions in harmony with 

Satan’s principles of operation and with his kingdom protocols. 

3.  The believer is to stop being a part of Satan & Company’s world system by operating outside of the 

world system’s norms and standards of operation. 

4.  In order to accomplish this command, the believer must be in fellowship with the Father. 

5.  When the believer is in fellowship with the Father, he is operating in harmony with the norms and 

standards and protocols of God’s kingdom system. 

6.  The attack of Satan & Company is against God’s norms and standards and His kingdom’s operational 

principles and protocols. 

7.  The believer must operate spiritually, rather than carnally, in order to stop loving the norms and 

standards of Satan & Company’s world system. 
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8.  The believer self-sacrificially loves the world system when he is obedient to its norms and standards 

and its principles and protocols. 

9.  All believers are commanded to stop being obedient to this present world system’s instruction, 

norms and standards, principles of operation, and protocols. 

10.  The believer is only able to do so when he is in fellowship with God the Father. 

11.  Sin in the believer’s life is the result of deception from the world system. 

12.  The repentance of the believer creates the potential for confession of his personal sin to the Father. 

13.  Confession of sin is the equivalent to telling the Father that the believer has been operating in 

harmony with Satan & Company’s world system. 

14.  While the believer is operating in harmony with Satan & Company’s world system he is at enmity 

with the Father and the love of the Father is not operating within the believer. 

15.  The love of God can only operate within the believer who is spiritually operating, in fellowship with 

the Father. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies all believers are to stop self-sacrificially loving this present world system by ceasing to 

operate in harmony with its norms and standards, principles of operation, and protocols.  The believer is 

only able to do this when he is in fellowship with God.  Therefore, should the believer be identified as 

out of fellowship with God the Father, he is to change his thought process from the thought process of 

Satan & Company’s world system to the thought process of God’s Kingdom system.  After changing his 

thought process, the believer is to confess his change of thought to the Father for the purpose of being 

forgiven by the Father and cleansed from the source of his sin, which is namely, the lust pattern of his 

sin nature. 
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1 John 2:16 

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is 

not from the Father, but is from the world.” (NASB) 

“For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the 

Father, but is of the world.” (NKJV) 

“            

“On account of (because) all the in the sphere of  the world system 

        

the lust  of the flesh  and the lust  of the eyes 

            

and the pride  of the physical life not it exists being out of the Father 

      .” (NA23) 

but, on the other hand out of the world system it is.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

On account of all the, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, in the sphere of the 

world system, based on initiation, the desire to consume of the flesh and, logically related, the desire 

to consume of the eyes and, logically related, the self-willed attitude of one’s own inherent value and 

ability resulting in independence, based on response, of the physical life, based on initiation, it does 

not really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being out of the source of the 

Father, an initiator, but, on the other hand, out of the source of the world system, based on initiation, 

it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being. 

Principles: 

1.  The sum total of all that is in Satan & Company’s world system comes down to three categories. 

2.  The first category is the desire to consume that which satisfies the flesh through the senses. 

3.  The second category is the desire to consume that which the eyes view-material or physical 

possessions. 

4.  The third category is an attitude of independence which comes about by self-willed, and thus self-led, 

over emphasis on one’s value and/or abilities to function in physical life. 

5.  These three categories identify every single sinful action, thought, and mindset which comes from 

Satan & Company’s world system. 

6.  These three categories identify the natural lust patterns of all humans towards the things within the 

present world system. 

7.  A human has a natural pattern of lust towards one of these three categories primarily, although all 

three categories may be lusted after by the individual. 

8.  The predominant category which the individual lusts after is the lust pattern of his sin nature. 

9.  It is in this category of lust that Satan & Company will tempt and test the believer. 

10.  These lusts, nor the categories of lusts, which are in the world system did not come from God the 
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Father, but rather from the world system itself. 

11.  Satan introduced these categories first to Eve in the garden who was deceived by them into eating 

the forbidden fruit. 

12.  Following the fall of man from being spiritual beings, Satan & Company have utilized these three 

categories of lust to lead this world system and those within it. 

13.  Satan himself attempted to use these three categories on God the Son immediately following the 

Son’s wilderness trip led by the Holy Spirit. 

14.  Jesus was not deceived as Eve was. 

15.  Believers are able to stop being deceived (and are commanded to stop being deceived in James 

1:16) by walking in fellowship with the Father and depending upon Him as their source of information 

and blessing. 

16.  When the believer chooses anything that has not been provided by the Father he is accepting 

something provided by the world system. 

Conclusion: 

Believers are to know and understand their personal lust pattern so that they can overcome the tests 

and temptations sent their way by Satan & Company.  While in fellowship, the believer must continue to 

depend upon God the Father as the source of all “good and perfect things.”  While out of fellowship the 

believer is accepting that which is being provided to him by Satan & Company’s world system.  Satan & 

Company pull the lead rope which guides the carnal believer wherever Satan & Company please during 

this time.  Repentance concerning the acceptance of what Satan & Company have provided to the 

believer and subsequent confession to the Father of the believer’s sin(s) allows the Father to forgive the 

carnal believer and to cleanse him away from his personal lust pattern.   
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1 John 2:17 

“The world is passing away, and also its lust; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.” (NASB) 

“And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” 

(NKJV)” 

“        

And the world system is being led away and  the lusts 

          

of it; the one  but performing the  will  of the God 

   .” (NA23) 

abides into the eternal age.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation 

“And, logically related, the world system, based on initiation, is really participating in the continuous 

type of action and being affected by the action of being led away, and, logically related, the desires to 

consume, based on response, of it.  But, slightly different, the initiator performing the continuous type 

of action as a matter of principle to be credited with performing based on his own initiation the 

volitional plan which brings about desired results, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, of the God (the Father), an initiator, he really performs the continuous type of action to 

abide (in operation) into the eternal age, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  The present world system is being led away and will not exist forever. 

2.  The lusts of this present world system, likewise, will not exist forever, being extinguished when the 

world system is judged for eternity. 

3.  The one performing the will of God abides with God while he is performing God’s will. 

4.  Being credited with performing the will of God starts with accepting Christ as one’s personal savior 

and then continues during the believer’s spiritual operation in fellowship with God the Father. 

5.  The believer is credited with performing the will of God during his spiritual operation. 

6.  While operating spiritually, the believer is abiding with God in his operation. 

7.  Neither the believer’s spiritual operation, nor his fellowship with God will pass away when this world 

system does. 

8.  The believer’s spiritual operation and his fellowship with God will abide in operation for eternity, 

following the judgment of this world system. 

Conclusion: 

The believer is to walk in fellowship during his time on earth for the purpose of performing the will of 

God.  In this, the complete duty of the believer is identified:  to do the will of God.  The desire of the 

world is different than the will of God.  The believer is to not follow the desires of this world, nor the lust 

pattern of his old sin nature, but rather is to follow the will of God the Father, saturated to the point of 

control by the Holy Spirit. 
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1 John 2:18 

“Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 

have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.” (NASB) 

“Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many 

antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.” (NKJV) 

“         

“Children, last  hour it is and according to how 

      

you heard (and responded to) that antichrist  he is coming 

       

and now antichrists  many  have appeared  from this fact 

    "(NA23)

we understand that last  hour it is.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Children, being tools used to accomplish something, last interval of time, based on response, it really 

performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, and, logically related, according 

to how you all really performed the completed action in a point in time in the past to hear and 

respond positively to the information that one who is opposing Christ and attempting to replace Him 

in role and function, based on initiation, is really participating in and being affected by the continuous 

type of action to travel from one place to the next, and, logically related, now, at this time, multiple 

individuals who are opposing Christ and attempting to replace Him in role and function, based on 

initiation, many of them, have really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to come into existence through transition from one state of existence to another.  From 

this fact we really perform the continuous type of action to know experientially that last interval of 

time, based on response, it really performs the continuous action to exist in the state of being.”  

Principles: 

1.  The latter part of world history began when the incarnation of God the Son occurred. 

2.  The indication of the latter part of time is that many antichrists arise. 

3.  While multiple antichrists will arise throughout the time period following Jesus of Nazareth’s life, 

there is one antichrist whose arrival will play the final role in eschatological events. 

4.  An antichrist teaches against the Anointed Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, and through his teaching 

attempts to take the place of Christ. 

5.  The indicator that world history is in its latter portion of time is in this distinction. 

Conclusion: 

 Throughout the time period following Jesus’ physical life on earth, many antichrists have and 

will arise leading ultimately to a specific antichrist who will be the last.  By this fact, believers are able to 

understand that it is the latter part of world history. 
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1 John 2:19 

“They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.” (NASB) 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued 

with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” (NKJV) 

“           

“Out of us all they went but, on the other hand, not they were out of us 

          

If (1st class) for out of us all they were they remained  then, contingently 

’           

with us all but, on the other hand, in order that it might be revealed that not 

    ” (NA23) 

they are each  out of us all.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Out of the source of us all, they really performed the action in a point in time to travel away from, 

but, on the other hand, they did not really perform the continuous action in the past to exist in the 

state of being out of the [same] source of us all.  For, since, as it is argued, out of the [same] source of 

us all they really performed the continuous action in the past to exist in the state of being, then, 

contingently, they really would have performed the completed action in the past with results that 

continued on for a while then stopped to abide [in fellowship] with us all.  But, on the other hand, in 

order that it might be acted upon in a point in time to be revealed that they did not all really perform 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, each one of them all, out of the [same] 

source of us all.” 

Principles: 

1.  Only those who have been saved can operate from the source of fellowship with God, and other 

believers in fellowship. 

2.  Those who teach contrary to the Word of God are either spiritually dead (unbelievers) or are carnal 

believers. 

3.  Unbelievers are incapable of teaching the spiritual truth of God’s Word, however they may attempt 

to and proclaim to do so. 

4.  Those unbelievers who leave the church for false teaching were not from the same source as 

believers, born spiritually by the Holy Spirit. 

5.  Not all who are in the congregation possess spiritual life because not all in the congregation have 

depended upon Jesus of Nazareth to take away their sins. 

6.  These are evident by their walking away from the truth of God’s Word for false teaching. 

7.  It should be remembered that a carnal believer can operate in the same way as a spiritually dead 

unbeliever. 
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8.  Believers are not to judge an individual by their departure from sound teaching of the Word of God. 

9.  Those who claim to be believers but then depart for false teaching which opposes and replaces Jesus 

of Nazareth as the Christ are not operating spiritually. 

Conclusion: 

Many false teachers arise attempting to replace the gospel message of personal faith in Christ.  Those 

who have not depended upon Jesus of Nazareth to take their sins away are not spiritual, nor do they 

operate spiritually.  Therefore, they are not of the same source as believers in fellowship who are 

spiritual and who operate spiritually.  Some in John’s congregation who had not depended upon Jesus to 

take their sins away taught and accepted false teaching concerning Gnosticism and its attempts to 

alleviate the soul’s entrapment in the flesh. 
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1 John 2:20 

“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.” (NASB) 

“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” (NKJV) 

“          

And you all anointing you have away from the Holy 

     ." (NA23) 

and you know (perceptively)  each of you.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“And, logically contrastive, you all anointing to an appointment for service, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, you all really perform the continuous action to have as your own 

possession away from the source of the Holy One, an initiator, and, logically related, you all really have 

performed the completed action in the past to perceive the fact, each of you, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers have been appointed to priestly service by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

2.  Jesus of Nazareth (and God the Father) sent the Holy Spirit to indwell all church age believers. 

3.  The Holy Spirit is the oil by which the believer is anointed into service as a priest in God’s family. 

4.  As a priest, the believer is to carry out the will of the Father, including the confession of known sin for 

maintenance of fellowship with the Father. 

5.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit comes at the moment of salvation in which the believer depends 

upon Christ to take away his sins. 

6.  The believer performs the action to have this anointing-he performs the action to be indwelled by the 

Holy Spirit. 

7.  The Holy One, God the Son, is the source from which the anointing of the believer comes. 

8.  It is in the believer’s position in Christ wherein the anointing occurs. 

9.  The believer is placed into Christ simultaneous to the time in which the individual believes upon Jesus 

as his personal Savior. 

10.  The believer, then, performs the action to believe, and in believing into Christ, he performs the 

action to possess the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

11.  The Holy Spirit only indwells those who believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 

12.  Logically related to the believer being indwelled by the Holy Spirit is the believer’s ability to know 

spiritual truth (doctrine). 

13.  The believer is able to understand spiritual truth when in fellowship because he is under the control 

of the Holy Spirit who indwells him. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that, contrary to those who attempt to discredit and replace Christ, believers have an 

anointing to service which allows them to perceive spiritual truth.  The believer must be controlled by 

the Holy Spirit who indwells him.  He is controlled by the Holy Spirit while he is in fellowship and 

maintains this control by confession alone to God alone of personal sin.  While in fellowship the believer 

is able to carry out the priestly duties by accomplishing the will of God moment by moment. 
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1 John 2:21 

“I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 

no lie is of the truth.” (NASB) 

“I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie 

is of the truth.” (NKJV) 

"          

“Not I write  to you because not you have seen the truth 

’           

but because you have seen it and because each lie 

    .” 

out of the truth  not it is.” 

Expanded Translation:  

I did not really perform the action in a point in time to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving 

what I have written, because you all really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to not see with understanding the truth corresponding to reality, based on response, 

but, on the other hand, because you all really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to see with understanding  it, based on response, and, logically related, because each 

and every misrepresentation of reality, based on initiation, out of the source of the truth 

corresponding to reality, based on response, it does not really perform the continuous type of action 

to exist. 

Principles: 

1.  Believers have seen the truth with their minds eye concerning God’s revelation. 

2.  The believer is aware of what truth is because he has accepted the truth concerning Jesus being the 

Christ. 

3.  As a result of understanding what truth is, the believer is able to discern those things which are true 

and which come from truth. 

4.  All those things which correspond to reality as identified by God the Father to humanity are true, 

absolutely. 

5.  Anything which does not correspond with reality as identified by God the Father is a 

misrepresentation of reality. 

6.  Nothing which misrepresents reality comes from the source of truth. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that his purpose for writing is because his audience has understood truth in the 

past.  As a result of their past understanding of truth his audience is able to recognize what is true and 

what is not true.  John is not teaching them new doctrine, but is reminding them of truth they have 

previously known. 
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1 John 2:22 

“Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, the one who 

denies the Father and the Son.” (NASB) 

“Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  He is antichrist who denies the Father and the 

Son.” (NKJV) 

“          

“Who is the liar  if not the one denying that Jesus 

   ?      

not is the Christ?  This is the antichrist: the one denying 

    ” 

the Father  and the Son.” 

Expanded Translation:  

Who really performs the continuous action to exist in the state of being the misrepresenter of reality, 

based on response, if not the one participating in the continuous type of action and being affected by 

the action of denying as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation, [saying] that Jesus really 

performs the continuous type of action to not exist in the state of being the Anointed Sacrifice, based 

on initiation?  This, based on initiation, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being the one opposing and attempting to replace Christ, based on initiation: the one 

participating in the continuous type of action and being affected by the action of denying as a matter 

of principle, based on his own initiation, the Father, based on initiation, and, logically related, the Son, 

based on initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ is a misrepresenter of reality. 

2.  Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ opposes and attempts to replace Christ. 

3.  Anyone who opposes and attempts to replace Christ also denies the Father and the Son. 

4.  All those who accept Jesus as the Christ simultaneously accept the Father and the Son, including their 

message. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies to his audience that those who are denying that Jesus was the Christ do not have 

a relationship with the Father.  One must accept the One whom the Father has sent in order to accept 

the Father.  Those who reject that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ also reject the Father who sent Him.  

While individuals reject Jesus as the Christ they simultaneously do not possess a relationship with the 

Father and the Son. 



1 John 2:23 
Summary Review 

1 John 2:23 

“Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.” 

(NASB) 

“Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father 

also.” (NKJV) 

“        ; 

“All the denying  the Son neither the Father  he has; 

       .” 

The confessing the Son and the Father  he has.” 

Expanded Translation:  

Each and every individual participating in the continuous type of action of rejecting as a matter of 

principle, based on his own initiation, the Son, based on initiation, but not the Father, based on 

initiation, he really performs the continuous type of action to possess as his own possession.  The one 

participating in and being affected by the continuous type of action of agreeing [that Jesus is the 

Christ] as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation, the Son, based on initiation, and, logically 

related, the Father, based on initiation, he really performs the continuous type of action to possess as 

his own possession. 

Principles: 

1.  All those who reject Jesus as the anointed sacrifice sent by God to be the Christ do not have the 

Father. 

2.  Believers have both the Son and the Father, therefore non-believers have neither the Son nor the 

Father. 

3.  The possession of the Son and the Father is based on the initiation of the individual who accepts the 

presentation of Jesus as the Christ. 

4.  Every time an individual agrees with that Jesus is the Christ he simultaneously possess the Son and 

the Father. 

5.  Those who do not accept Jesus as the Messiah do not and cannot enter into a relationship with God 

the Father. 

 

Conclusion: 

Every individual must choose to accept Jesus as the Messiah.  In accepting Jesus as the Christ, the 

individual believes into a relationship with the Father through the Son.  All those who have a 

relationship with God the Father do so because they have a relationship with God the Son.  No one may 

come to the Father except through the Son. 
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1 John 2:24 

“As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the 

beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.” (NASB) 

“Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the 

beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.” (NKJV) 

“    ’       

“You all: what you heard away from beginning, in you all it is to abide. 

       ’      

If, maybe in you all it abides, what away from beginning you heard, 

        .” (NA23) 

and you all in the Son and the Father will abide.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

You all, that which, being a tool or instrument use to accomplish something, you really performed the 

action in multiple, individual points in time in the past to hear and respond positively to away from 

the source of a principal moment in time from which other moments followed, based on response, in 

the sphere of you all Bible doctrine is commanded to perform the continuous type of action to abide.  

If, maybe it will, maybe it won’t, in the sphere of you all it might perform the action in multiple, 

individual points in time to abide, that which, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, away from the source of a principal moment in time from which other moments followed, 

based on response, you all really performed the action in multiple, individual points in time in the past 

to hear and respond positively to, and logically related, you all in the sphere of the Son, based on 

initiation, and logically related, the Father, based on initiation, you all will really perform the action in 

a point in time in the future to abide. 

Principles 

1.  Believers are commanded to operate in dependence upon Bible doctrine. 

2.  Whether or not Bible doctrine operates within the believer is based upon the believer’s initiation to 

learn Bible doctrine and then to choose to depend upon what he has learned. 

3.  If the believer chooses to depend upon Bible doctrine, then he will walk in fellowship with God. 

4.  If the believer chooses not to depend upon Bible doctrine, then he will walk out of fellowship with 

God. 

5.  The believer abides in the Son and in the Father while he depends upon Bible doctrine. 

Conclusion: 

 John commands his believer audience to depend upon what they heard and had previously 

responded positively to concerning Bible doctrine.  In this way, John identifies, that believers will 

operate in harmony with God.  If they depend go back to depending upon what Bible doctrine they had 

heard and depended upon before, then they will abide in the Son and the Father in their walk on earth.  

Bible doctrine teaches the protocols for the believer’s spiritual operation during the believer’s time on 
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earth.  The believer’s job is to learn Bible doctrine, then to depend upon what he has learned.  This 

process is repeated in multiple points in time so that the believer becomes adequately equipped with 

Bible doctrine for all that pertains to life and godliness. 
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1 John 2:25 

“This is the promise which He Himself made to us:  eternal life.” (NASB) 

“And this is the promise the He has promised us-eternal life.” (NKJV) 

“          

“And this is the promise the (one) He has promised us 

    .” (NA23) 

the spiritual life the eternal.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, this, based on response, really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being the promise, based on response, which, based on response, He, an initiator, really 

participated in the action and is affected by the action in a point in time in the past to promise to us 

all, who are benefitted in receiving what has been promised: the spiritual life, based on response, the 

not having beginning or end, based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  Jesus of Nazareth promised eternal life to all who would depend upon Him to take their sins away. 

2.  Jesus’ promise is based on response to His declaration that He is able to take away man’s sins. 

3.  An individual receiving the promise made by Jesus is dependent upon that individual depending upon 

Jesus as the Christ. 

4.  The result of the believer’s faith upon Christ is that he receives the promise which is eternal life. 

5.  Spiritual life is not bound by time, but has no beginning and no end. 

6.  The life the believer receives is the very same spiritual life which Jesus of Nazareth revealed to 

humanity during His time on earth. 

7.  The promise given to those who believe upon Jesus as the Christ is that they will receive eternal 

spiritual life. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that believers have spiritual life which is eternal as a result of the promise made 

to them by Jesus of Nazareth.  Eternal spiritual life begins in the same moment in which the believer 

depends upon Jesus as his personal Savior.  Eternal life is a state of existence as well as a mode of 

operation.  The believer exists spiritually, but must choose to operate spiritually.  John summarizes the 

believer’s spiritual operation through verse 24 as depending upon Bible doctrine in his circumstances.  

Therefore, the summary of eternal spiritual life operating in the believer is found when the believer 

operates according to Bible doctrine, the absolute truth of God’s Word, the mind of Christ. 
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1 John 2:26 

“These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.” (NASB) 

“These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.” (NKJV) 

“       .”  (NA23) 

“These  I have written to you all about the deceiving you all.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“These, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, I really have performed the action in 

a point in time to write to you all, who are benefitted in receiving them, about the (ones), based on 

initiation, performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle, based on their own 

initiation, to lead off path you all.” 

Principles: 

1.  Operating in fellowship with God the Father is tool to protect the believer from deception. 

2.  Those that deceive, whether purposefully or ignorantly, do so outside of fellowship with God. 

3.  No one who is operating in fellowship with God the Father misleads or deceives another individual. 

4.  Deception results in an individual believing something which does not correlate with reality. 

5.  Believing false truth, non-truth, or any other misrepresentation of reality results in the individual 

possessing dependence upon false information which in turn yields action which is unrighteous. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies the purpose behind the tools he is writing to them.  In instructing them in fellowship, 

John identifies the potential to walk spiritually.  In instructing in the error of what they are being taught, 

John identifies their ability to discern truth.  In instructing them in the promise of God, John identifies 

eternal life is operational from the moment of salvation.  In all of these things, John is instructing the 

believers for the purpose of edification and correction. 
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1 John 2:27 

“As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone 

to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things and is true and is not a lie, and just as it 

has taught you, you abide in Him.” (NASB) 

“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 

teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and 

just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” (NKJV) 

“      ’     

And you all the anointing the  you received away from Him remains 

          

in you all and not need  you have in order that anyone teach 

 ’         

you all but, on the other hand as the of Him anointing it teaches you all 

        

about all  and true it is and not it is misrepresentation of reality 

        ." (NA23) 

and according to how it has taught you all abide in Him.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, the anointing (of the Holy Spirit), being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, the (anointing) you all really performed the action in a point in time to take hold of away 

from the source of Him, an initiator, it really performs the continuous type of action to abide in the 

sphere of you all, and, logically related, not necessity you all really perform the continuous type of 

action to possess as your own possession in order that anyone, an initiator, might perform the 

continuous type of action to teach you all, but on the other hand, as the tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, out of the source of Him, an initiator, anointing, a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, really performs the continuous type of action to teach you all about all (things), 

being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, and, logically related, corresponding to 

reality, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of 

being, and, logically related, it does not really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being a misrepresentation of reality, being a tool used to accomplish something, and, logically 

related, according to how it really performed the action in a point in time in the past to teach you all, 

you all are commanded to perform the continuous type of action to abide in the sphere of Him, an 

initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit abides in the believer regardless of his actions. 

2.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the anointing which enables the believer to function as a priest. 
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3.  Without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the believer would be incapable of bringing his sins to the 

Father for confession. 

4.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent, while the filling (saturation to the point of control) by 

the Spirit is dependent upon the believer’s walk. 

5.  Because the believer possesses the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he is not in a position where he 

needs to be taught by another human. 

6.  The believer performed the action to take hold of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit by placing his 

complete dependency upon Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. 

7.  The Holy Spirit is the One called to teach the believer God’s Word. 

8.  When the believer is in fellowship the Holy Spirit is able to teach God’s Word. 

9.  When the believer is out of fellowship the Holy Spirit convicts the believer of his transgression. 

10.  The believer’s participation in letting the indwelling Holy Spirit control him provides the believer all 

he needs for instruction in righteousness. 

11.  The indwelling Holy Spirit, controlling the believer in fellowship, teaches only those things which are 

absolutely true representations of reality. 

12.  The indwelling Holy Spirit does not teach the believer information which is a misrepresentation of 

reality. 

13.  All information is a tool used by an individual to accomplish tasks in his life. 

14.  True information produces righteous thought and action. 

15.  False information produces unrighteous thought and action. 

16.  The Father has sent Pastor-Teachers to believers in the church age for the purpose of 

communicating information in a systematic manner to believers who are in fellowship. 

17.  While the Pastor-Teacher communicates God’s Word to believers in fellowship, the Holy Spirit 

teaches them the Word. 

18.  The believer is commanded to be in fellowship with God the Father for the purpose of the Holy 

Spirit teaching the believer all things. 

19.  As the believer operates responsibly in his priesthood, confessing sin when it occurs, and then 

walking in dependence upon the Holy Spirit’s control, he learns absolute truth. 

20.  Absolute truth provides the believer with the divine thought process of God which, when utilized by 

the Holy Spirit in the believer who is in fellowship, accomplishes righteousness. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that his believing audience has their priesthood as the tool by which they are able to 

learn truth.  By operating according to the priesthood they received by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 

the believers are able to identify false teachings and recognize truth.  John commands his believing 

audience to operate in fellowship with God. 
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1 John 2:28 

“Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink 

away from Him in shame at His coming.” (NASB) 

“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be 

ashamed before Him at His coming.” (NKJV) 

“           

“And now infants abide in operation in Him for the purpose that if, maybe 

       ' 

He is revealed we may have open communication and stop being shamed away from 

    .” (NA23) 

Him in the presence of Him.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“And, logically related, in this present moment, infants, being tools or instruments used to accomplish 

something, you all are commanded to perform the continuous type of action to abide in the sphere of 

Him, an initiator, for the purpose that, if, maybe, He might be acted upon in [this] point in time to be 

revealed, we might really perform the action in [that same] point in time to possess as our own 

possession open communication as a result of being in good standing, based on response, and, 

logically related, we might stop being acted upon in a point in time to be feel shame or disgrace as a 

result of doing something beneath us, away from the source of Him, an initiator, in the sphere of the 

presence, based on response, of Him, an initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is to continuously walk in fellowship with the Father by obeying all the Father 

commands. 

2.  Should the believer stop obeying the Father, depart from fellowship with Him, and enter into carnal 

operation, the believer is to repent and then confess his sin for the purpose of being restored to good 

standing with the Father.  

3.  The believer is to operate continuously in fellowship so that he is in good standing with the Father 

when the Son returns to rapture the church.  

4.  Because of the believer’s position in fellowship he has the confident ability to speak openly with the 

Father and the Son.  

5.  The believer has the potential to not be ashamed at his state of carnality upon the Lord’s arrival if he 

chooses to continuously operate in fellowship with the Father.  

6.  The believer is only in a position of feeling shame or disgrace when he operates carnally which is 

beneath him as a child of God, spiritually born. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that believers are to operate in fellowship for the purpose that in doing so they have 

open communication with God and do not need to feel shame or disgrace upon the revelation of Jesus 
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at the rapture of the church.  John commands believers to operate in fellowship for this purpose and in 

doing so believers are able to accomplish God’s will, grow spiritually, and glorify God to men and angels 

until that moment in time in which the Father sends the Son to rapture believers from earth. 
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1 John 2:29 

“If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of 

Him.” (NASB) 

“If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.” 

(NKJV) 

“           

If, maybe you perceived that righteous He is you know that also  

          

every individual the performing the righteousness out of  Him  

." (NA23) 

they have been born.” (KMT) 

Expanded translation:  

“If, maybe, you might perform the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive 

the fact that in conformity to the specifications of the blueprint, based on initiation, He really 

performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, you all really perform the 

continuous type of action to know experientially that every individual, based on initiation, the [one], 

an initiator, performing the continuous type of action based on their own initiation to be credited with 

performing as a matter of principle the conformity to the specifications of the blueprint, based on 

response, out of the source of Him, an initiator, he is acted upon in a completed action in the past with 

results continuing on to be born.” 

Principles: 

1.  As the believer spends time in fellowship with God he comes to understand that God is righteous. 

2.  Whether or not the believer understands this is dependent upon his choice to walk in fellowship with 

the Father so that the Holy Spirit can instruct him. 

3.  Because God is righteous, all those who depend upon His Son as their personal Savior are born from 

the Father. 

4.  The believer is born from the Father simultaneously to his personal dependence upon Jesus to be his 

Savior. 

5.  Spiritual birth occurs simultaneous to the personal faith of every individual upon Jesus of Nazareth to 

be their Savior. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that all those who have depended upon Jesus Christ to take the penalty for their sins 

have been begotten by God in that same moment in which they believed.  Depending upon whether or 

not the child of God operates in fellowship with God the Father, under the Holy Spirit’s mentorship, the 

believer will come to recognize the fact that God is righteous.  All those who have depended upon Jesus 

are born as righteous individuals because they are born of God, who is righteous.  The believer’s ability 
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to understand this is dependent upon their time in fellowship in which they are taught by the Holy Spirit 

about the Father’s character. 
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1 John 3:7  

“Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 

righteous, just as He is righteous; “ (NASB) 

“Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He 

is righteous.” (NKJV) 

      

Little Children   but stop any leading away by a lead rope you all 

         

the [one] credited with performing the righteousness righteous he is 

    

according to how that One righteous He is; 

Expanded translation of 1 John 3:7:  

“Little children, tools or instruments used to accomplish something, but you are commanded to 

stop, based on your initiation, a single one from performing the continuous action of leading 

you all off path by a lead rope.  The initiator performing the continuous action as a matter of 

principle to be credited with having performed, based on his initiation, the righteousness, 

based on response, he really performs the continuous action to exist in the state of being in 

conformity to the specifications of the blueprints based on initiation, according to how (an 

equivalency) that One (Jesus) he really performs the continuous action to exist in the state of 

being in conformity to the specifications of the blueprints based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

 1.  Believers can be led off course by erroneous teaching of false teachers.  

 2.  It is the believer’s responsibility and obligation to initiate the stopping of their being 

 led off path by erroneous teaching (the lead rope used by the teacher) in obedience to  

 God’s command.  

 3.  The individual who initiates and performs the action of being credited with having 

 performed the righteousness (accepting Jesus Christ as Savior) is in a state of 

 righteousness. 

 4.  The believer’s state of righteousness is equivalent to the state of righteousness of 

 Jesus, that One upon whom the believer depended for his righteousness. 

Conclusion: 

 It should be remembered that John was teaching against the false teachers who 

promulgated the ideas of antinomianism and perfectionism in the church.  John’s remarks in 

this first epistle identify the truth concerning the believer’s state of righteousness and 

sinfulness.  In verse 7 he identifies that believers are righteous as Christ is righteous.  Verse 8 

provides the contrasting idea to this truth. 
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1 John 3:8 

“The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.”  (NASB) 

“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God 

was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”  (NKJV) 

         

The [one]  credited with performing  the  missing of the mark out of the source of  

      ’  

the slanderer exists being on account of away from beginning 

         

the slanderer misses the mark into this was revealed the Son of the 

          

God for the purpose of loosing  the works of the slanderer 

Expanded Translation of 1 John 3:8: 

“The one initiating and performing the action as a matter of principle to be credited with performing the 

missing of the mark based on response, out of the source of the slanderer, an initiator, he really performs 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, on account of away from the principle moment 

in time based on response the slanderer, an initiator, really performs the continuous action to miss the 

mark based on response.  Into the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, He 

really was acted upon in a point in time to be revealed, the Son, based on initiation, of the God, an 

Initiator, for the purpose of being able to perform the action in point in time to loose the works, tools or 

instruments used to accomplish something, of the slanderer based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

 1.  The individual who initiates and performs the action of being credited with performing the sin 

 (rejection of Jesus Christ as personal Savior) is identified as coming from the source of the slanderer 

 fallen Lucifer. 

 2.  Lucifer has been a slanderer from the principle moment in time in which he impugned God’s 

 character and offered a false claim to Eve in the garden (Gen. 3:1-7). 

 3.  It was into the sphere of Lucifer (and consequently his army of fallen angels) slandering God and 

 deceiving humanity that the Son of God was revealed (Jesus of Nazareth). 

 4.  Jesus Christ was revealed for the purpose of having the potential to loose (unbind) the works of 

 Satan & Company. 

Conclusion: 

 Those who reject Christ as Savior do so because they have believed lies from the slanderer.  Having 

believed Satan & Company’s lies, the unbeliever operates and exists in the state of being out of Satan & 

Company.  The deception and slander of Satan & Company take the sinner captive.  Jesus was revealed so 
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that truth would be testified to and that, in believing truth, the deceived sinner would be set free.  Those 

who reject truth perform the continuous action to exist in the state of being out of the slanderer. 
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1 John 3:9 

“No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him and he cannot sin, because he 

is born of God.”  (NASB) 

“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because 

he has been born of God.”  (NKJV) 

        

all the [ones] having been born out of the God 

           

missing of the mark not credited with performing on account of sperm  of Him 

  

in him remains 

         

and not possesses the natural inherent power to sin  on account of out of 

  

the God he has been born 

Expanded Translation: 

 “All the [one], an initiator, having really been acted upon in a completed action in the past 

with results continuing on to be born based on (his) initiation, out of the source of the God (the 

Father), an initiator, missing of the mark, based on response, he really does not perform the 

continuous type of action to be credited with performing, on account of sperm, a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, from the source of Him (the Father), an initiator, in him it really 

performs the continuous type of action to remain, and, logically connected (to the sperm remaining in 

the born out of God), he really is acted upon in a continuous type of action to not possess the natural 

inherent power to perform the continuous action to miss the mark as a matter of purpose, on account 

of out of the source of the God (the Father), an initiator, he really has been acted upon in a completed 

action in the past with results continuing on to be born. 

Principles: 

 1.  The entire group of those who have been individually born spiritually, are born from the 

 source of God.  God (the Father) is the spiritual father of all those who are born again. 

 2.  Those coming from the sperm (life giving seed) of God the Father are spiritual beings which 

 possess their Father’s spiritual DNA.  They are not clones, but are spiritual children. 

 3.  Those in this group have initiated the action of their being born spiritually by the Father. 

 4.  God the Father performs the action to make them spiritually alive through a spiritual birth 

 process which begins with his life giving seed. 

 5.  Because the life giving seed of their Father, who is righteous and does not produce things 

 which are unrighteous, is in them and remains in them they are righteous as well. 



1 John 3:9 Summary Review 

© Dr. Todd Bounds | Koine Ministries 

 6.  The life giving seed of their Father keeps them from being credited with performing sin.  

 7.  Regardless of the believer’s trespasses and unrighteous deeds, the seed of their Father 

 remains in them and keeps their trespasses and unrighteous deeds from being credited to them, 

 but they remain credited to the Savior upon whom the believer depended upon initially. 

 8.  Since the life giving seed of the Father remains in the believer, the believer is kept from 

 having the natural inherent power to miss the mark. 

 9.  It is the life giving seed of the Father in the believer which performs the action to keep the 

 believer from possessing the natural inherent power to miss the mark. 

 10.  While the believer’s actions may be unrighteous, carnal, wicked, self-righteous, or otherwise 

 short of the mark of God’s standard of righteousness, these are not credited to him as sin, 

 having been charged to Christ, but are merely worthless deeds () which will be 

 burnt as wood, hay, and stubble at the Judgment Seat of Christ post rapture, pre-millennial 

 reign. 

 11.  Since the believer is a legitimate son, spiritually related to the Father, discipline is in order in 

 response to the believer’s worthless deeds, rather than the penalty of death which was paid by 

 the death of Christ. 

 12.  All of these things are because the life giving seed of the Father exists and remains in the 

 believer, a spiritual child of God. 

Conclusion: 

 Those who have been born out of God through dependence upon Jesus Christ as their personal 

savior are not credited with performing the action of sin.  It is the spiritual seed of God the Father which 

birthed the believer spiritually and identifies the believer as a spiritual child of God.  This seed keeps the 

believer from having the natural inherent power to miss the mark because it maintains the 

righteousness of the individual.  The believer commits the worthless deed, the penalty has been paid by 

Christ, and the worthless deed is consumed at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Since the life giving seed of 

God the Father exists and remains in the child of God, he is a righteous being.  Those actions which are 

incongruous with the protocols of the Father raising His children are dealt with by the Father who 

disciplines the child in love and for the child’s best interest, as opposed to the earthly fathers who 

punish behavior.  God takes responsibility for the child’s welfare and spiritual growth, treating the child 

in grace by providing all that is necessary for the child to operate successfully in a right relationship with 

Him. 
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1 John 3:10 

“By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious:  anyone who does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.” (NASB) 

“In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest:  Whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.” (NKJV) 

           

In the sphere of  this  revealed it really is the children 

       

of the God and the children of the slanderer 

           

all the not credited with performing righteousness not it really is  

           

out of the source of the God and the not self-sacrificially loving  the 

 

brother  of him. 

Expanded Translation: 

 In the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, revealed, a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in 

the state of being the children, tools or instruments used to accomplish something, of the God, an 

initiator, and logically connected the children, tools or instruments used to accomplish something, of 

the slanderer, based on initiation.  All the, an initiator, while not really performing the continuous 

action as a matter of principle to be credited with performing, based on his initiation, conformity to 

the specifications of the blueprint, based on response, he really performs the continuous type of 

action to not perform the action exist in the state of being out of the source of the God, an initiator, 

and the initiator not really performing the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a way 

which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives as a matter of principle, 

based on his initiation, the brother, based on initiation, of him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

 1.  It is in the sphere of fellowship where the children of God are revealed. 

 2.  Whether the believer is in this sphere or not is indicated by the production of works by that 

 believer. 

 3.  If the believer is not being credited with performing righteousness, which is accomplished 

 only in the sphere of fellowship, then he is not operating out of the source of fellowship with 

 God. 

 4.  The present participle identifies that while the believer is not credited with performing 

 righteousness that he is not operating out of the source of God-he is out of fellowship. 
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 5.  Concurrently, if the believer is not loving the brother of him then he is not operating out of 

 the source of God-he is not in fellowship. 

 6.  If the believer is out of fellowship then he is being credited with performing worthless deeds-

 deeds of the flesh. 

 7.  Since he performs deeds of the flesh as a result of his carnality he is operating in the same  

 capacity as the children of the devil. 

 8.  Believers must operate in fellowship with God in order to be credited with performing 

 righteous deeds. 

Conclusion: 

 While the believer is out of fellowship he is operating in the same manner as children of the 

 devil, carrying out the deeds of the flesh in captivity to the deception of Satan & Company’s lies.  

 During this time the believer is not accomplishing good works which are by nature spiritually 

 produced.  Instead, the believer is producing bad works which are produced by the flesh.  The 

 believer is not operating as the offspring of God during this time in which he is out of fellowship.  

 He does however remain a child, albeit disobedient.  Upon confession of his sin, the believer is 

 restored to fellowship with God wherein he is able to carry out good deeds, and wherein he will 

 love the spiritual brother of him.  It is the operation of the believer, either in fellowship or out of 

 fellowship, which identifies whether he is operating as the offspring of God or the devil. 



1 John 3:11 Summary Review 

© Dr. Todd Bounds | Koine Ministries 

1 John 3:11 

“For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;” 

(NASB) 

“For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,” (NKJV) 

       

on account of this it is the message which you heard and responded to 

'         

away from beginning in order that you might unconditionally love one another 

(NA23) 

Expanded Translation: 

“On account of this, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being the message, based on response, which, based on response (of those having heard the 

message), you all really performed the action in a point in time in the past to hear and respond 

positively to away from beginning, based on response (of those accepting Christ), in order that you all 

might have the potential to perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner 

that continues to love regardless of the response it receives back, based on response (to the need of 

the one being loved), one another reciprocally, based on initiation (of each brother’s volition). 

Principles: 

 1.  John’s statement in verse 11 is the cause of his statement in verse 10 “…nor the one who 

 does not love his brother.” 

 2.  This statement modifies the statement in verse 10 by further defining it. 

 3.  Believers are to love each other, those who do not walk in such a manner are, at the time of 

 their walking, not operating as children of God, but children of Satan (and Company by default.). 

 4.  Believers were told to walk in fellowship with God.  This message was given them at the 

 principal moment in time in which they became spiritual children (walk in the Light). 

 5.  Having been given the message they have the potential to love one another. 

 6.  Love is based on response to the need of the brother being loved. 

 7.  The loving of one another is identified as being based on the initiation of each brother who 

 must initiate the action of loving the other. 

 8.  Those claiming to be spiritually walking in fellowship with God who are not initiating the 

 action to love their brother are not actually walking in fellowship with God (as harmonized with 

 verse 10 and chapter 1). 

 9.  Believers are however to walk spiritually in fellowship with God and in doing so have the 

 potential to love one another. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that believers were given the message to walk in fellowship for the purpose that 

 they had the potential to carry out spiritual works, including loving one another.  It is only in the 

 sphere of fellowship that believers are capable of loving one another.  Outside of this sphere 
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 believers do not genuinely love one another in the same way God loves.   
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1 John 3:13 

“Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.” (NASB) 

“Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.” (NKJV) 

       

stop being surprised brothers since rejects  you all 

  

the world system (NA23) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Stop(!) you all performing the continuous type of action to be astonished at what you have 

seen brothers, based on initiation, if, as is the case, it really performs the continuous type of 

action to disallow the claim of you all the world system, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

 1. The believer is to not be astonished upon seeing the world’s rejection of believers. 

 2.  It should not cause the believer to be astonished that the world rejects Christians. 

 3.  A Christian operating in fellowship with the Father will be rejected by those outside 

 of fellowship with the Father. 

 4.  The ways of the Father and the ways of the world system, governed and controlled 

 by Satan & Company through the manipulation of unbelievers and carnal believers, are 

 not the same. 

 5.  Those who have fellowship with the Father operate according to the ways of the 

 Father while they are in fellowship. 

 6.  Since those in the world rejected Jesus Christ, God the Son in human flesh, it should 

 not come as a surprise to believers when the world rejects His followers. 

 7.  John commands believers to stop being astonished when they see the world reject 

 the claim of believers in fellowship with God; it should not be a surprise. 

Conclusion: 

 The believer who is operating from the source of fellowship with the Father should not 

be astonished when he sees the world rejecting his beliefs, lifestyle, opinions, and suggestions.  

It is logical that those in conformity to the world system (Satan’s world system) will disallow the 

claim of those in God’s world system.  It should be expected and therefore the believer should 

not be taken aback when he witnesses such behavior by the satanic world system. 
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“Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.” (NASB) 

“Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.” (NKJV) 

       

stop being surprised brothers since rejects  you all 

  

the world system (NA23) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Stop(!) you all performing the continuous type of action to be astonished at what you have 

seen brothers, based on initiation, if, as is the case, it really performs the continuous type of 

action to disallow the claim of you all the world system, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

 1. The believer is to not be astonished upon seeing the world’s rejection of believers. 

 2.  It should not cause the believer to be astonished that the world rejects Christians. 

 3.  A Christian operating in fellowship with the Father will be rejected by those outside 
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 4.  The ways of the Father and the ways of the world system, governed and controlled 

 by Satan & Company through the manipulation of unbelievers and carnal believers, are 

 not the same. 

 5.  Those who have fellowship with the Father operate according to the ways of the 

 Father while they are in fellowship. 

 6.  Since those in the world rejected Jesus Christ, God the Son in human flesh, it should 

 not come as a surprise to believers when the world rejects His followers. 

 7.  John commands believers to stop being astonished when they see the world reject 

 the claim of believers in fellowship with God; it should not be a surprise. 

Conclusion: 

 The believer who is operating from the source of fellowship with the Father should not 

be astonished when he sees the world rejecting his beliefs, lifestyle, opinions, and suggestions.  

It is logical that those in conformity to the world system (Satan’s world system) will disallow the 

claim of those in God’s world system.  It should be expected and therefore the believer should 

not be taken aback when he witnesses such behavior by the satanic world system. 
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1 John 3:14 

“We know that we have passed out of death into life because we love the brethren.  He who does not 

love abides in death.” (NASB) 

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.  He who does not love 

his brother abides in death.” (NKJV) 

       

We  we perceived on account of having gone  out of  

       

the source of death (spiritual) into the  life (spiritual) on account of 

       

we self-sacrificially love  the brothers the stop loving 

    

remains in the death (temporal) 

Expanded translation: 

“We, we really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact 

on account of we really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to change 

by going out of the spiritual death based on initiation into the spiritual life based on response because 

we really perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which keeps on 

giving regardless of the response it receives the brothers, based on initiation.  The [one who] stops 

performing the continuous action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which keeps on loving regardless 

of the response it receives, based on his initiation, simultaneously really performs the continuous action 

to remain in the sphere of the temporal death, based on initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  In contrast to those who disallow the claim of believers, those who are spiritual have perceived their 

own spiritual life because they self-sacrificially love other believers. 

2.  The emphatic use of  (hae-meis) adds emphasis that believers themselves are the ones who 

perceive that they have left spiritual death for spiritual life. 

3.  The perception of their own spiritual life is because they self-sacrificially love other believers, rather 

than disallow the claim of believers as those in the world (and spiritual death) do. 

4.  However, while spiritually alive believers have the potential to operate out of fellowship which is 

called temporal death. 

5.  When the believer is dead temporally he is operating out of fellowship, yet remains spiritually alive in 

his state. 

6.  The walk of the believer is in the area of temporal death until such a time as he confesses his sin and 

is restored then to fellowship. 

7.  John distinguishes between spiritual death and temporal death in the two sentences by identifying 

the position of the believer in spiritual life as a continuing result of his faith in Christ which moved him 
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out of spiritual death into spiritual life. 

8.  Following his spiritual birth, the believer walks either in spiritual life while in fellowship or in temporal 

death while out of fellowship. 

9.  When he is out of fellowship he is not operating spiritually, but soulfully-that is from the human soul. 

10.  John identifies that when the believer stops loving he performs the action to transition out of 

fellowship into temporal death. 

11.  While he keeps not loving he simultaneously keeps on performing the action to remain in the 

sphere of temporal death-that is he remains out of fellowship while he does not love. 

12.  When the believer confesses his sin of not loving he is restored to fellowship and again walks 

spiritually. 

13.  However, he will remain in temporal death (out of fellowship) during that time as he does not love. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus identified that man is to self-sacrificially love God and his neighbor.  When the believer 

does not operate out of love, which is the first aspect of the fruit of spiritual operation, he is operating 

carnally.  Believers operate carnally when they operate outside of spiritual life which is identified as 

temporal death.  Simultaneous to that time of the believer not self-sacrificially loving, he is in the sphere 

of temporal death, walking carnally.  Confession of that sin restores him to fellowship where he moves 

out of temporal death and into fellowship with God which is where spiritual life is walked out. 
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we really perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which keeps on 

giving regardless of the response it receives the brothers, based on initiation.  The [one who] stops 

performing the continuous action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which keeps on loving regardless 

of the response it receives, based on his initiation, simultaneously really performs the continuous action 

to remain in the sphere of the temporal death, based on initiation. 
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1.  In contrast to those who disallow the claim of believers, those who are spiritual have perceived their 
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2.  The emphatic use of  (hae-meis) adds emphasis that believers themselves are the ones who 

perceive that they have left spiritual death for spiritual life. 

3.  The perception of their own spiritual life is because they self-sacrificially love other believers, rather 

than disallow the claim of believers as those in the world (and spiritual death) do. 

4.  However, while spiritually alive believers have the potential to operate out of fellowship which is 

called temporal death. 

5.  When the believer is dead temporally he is operating out of fellowship, yet remains spiritually alive in 

his state. 

6.  The walk of the believer is in the area of temporal death until such a time as he confesses his sin and 

is restored then to fellowship. 

7.  John distinguishes between spiritual death and temporal death in the two sentences by identifying 

the position of the believer in spiritual life as a continuing result of his faith in Christ which moved him 
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8.  Following his spiritual birth, the believer walks either in spiritual life while in fellowship or in temporal 

death while out of fellowship. 

9.  When he is out of fellowship he is not operating spiritually, but soulfully-that is from the human soul. 

10.  John identifies that when the believer stops loving he performs the action to transition out of 

fellowship into temporal death. 

11.  While he keeps not loving he simultaneously keeps on performing the action to remain in the 

sphere of temporal death-that is he remains out of fellowship while he does not love. 

12.  When the believer confesses his sin of not loving he is restored to fellowship and again walks 

spiritually. 

13.  However, he will remain in temporal death (out of fellowship) during that time as he does not love. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus identified that man is to self-sacrificially love God and his neighbor.  When the believer 

does not operate out of love, which is the first aspect of the fruit of spiritual operation, he is operating 

carnally.  Believers operate carnally when they operate outside of spiritual life which is identified as 

temporal death.  Simultaneous to that time of the believer not self-sacrificially loving, he is in the sphere 

of temporal death, walking carnally.  Confession of that sin restores him to fellowship where he moves 

out of temporal death and into fellowship with God which is where spiritual life is walked out. 
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1 John 3:15 

“Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”

 (NASB) 

“Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”

 (NKJV) 

"            

“Everyone the disallowing the claim of  the brother  of him   

         

murderer   he really is and we have perceived that every murderer 

        " (NA23)

not he has spiritual life eternal  in  him  abiding.” (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“Everyone, based on initiation, the initiator performing the continuous type of action based on his own initiation 

to disallow the claim of the brother, based on initiation, of him, an initiator, murderer, based on initiation he 

really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, and, logically related, we really have 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact, that every murderer, 

based on initiation, he really performs the continuous type of action to not possess as his own, spiritual life, 

based on response, with no beginning or end, based on response, in the sphere of him, an initiator, performing 

the continuous type of action to abide based on its response. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer who disallows the claim of his spiritual brother is equated to Cain who disallowed the claim of 

his physical brother by putting him to death with the sacrificial knife as a murderer. 

2.  While the believer is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother he is out of fellowship with God and 

spiritual believers given his carnal operation. 

3.  The believer who disallows the claim of his spiritual brother is not performing the action to love his brother 

self-sacrificially without condition. 

4.  This action is based on the initiation of the believer who chooses to stop loving his brother when he chooses 

to disallow the claim of his spiritual brother. 

5.  As a spiritual brother, the fellow believer has a rightful claim toward other believers-they are all spiritual 

offspring of the Father and are to operate as spiritual siblings. 

6.  When a believer initiates the action of disallowing the rightful claim of his spiritual brother he commits sin 

and operates carnally. 

7.  Believers are to self-sacrificially love their fellow believers in a manner which continuously seeks out that 

which is in actuality best for the one being loved regardless of the type of response which is being received. 

8.  When a believer does not love his spiritual brother self-sacrificially, whether by passive apathy or active 

rebellion, he is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother. 

9.  John identifies the individual who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother as a murderer in the same 

order that Cain was a murderer when he disallowed the claim of Abel. 
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10.  No murderer has spiritual life operating within him while he is a murderer. 

11.  The distinction being made by John is that the believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is 

not operating from spiritual life, but carnal life. 

12.  The believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is operating out of fellowship and spiritual 

life is not performing the action to remain in him while he is out of fellowship. 

13.  The identification is that the believer is not operating out of spiritual life, but out of carnal life because he 

has chosen to disallow the claim of his spiritual brother. 

14.  In response, spiritual life does not remain operating within him. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that a believer who hates his spiritual brother is akin to murderous Cain who did likewise.  

While Cain, and the non-loving brother, choose to disallow the rightful claim of their brothers they operate out 

of fellowship with God in carnality.  Such is sin.  When the believer repents from his hatred he confesses his sin 

to the Father and is restored to fellowship.  Upon restoration to fellowship, spiritual life is in operation within 

him once more. 
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self-sacrificially without condition. 
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offspring of the Father and are to operate as spiritual siblings. 

6.  When a believer initiates the action of disallowing the rightful claim of his spiritual brother he commits sin 

and operates carnally. 
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10.  No murderer has spiritual life operating within him while he is a murderer. 

11.  The distinction being made by John is that the believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is 

not operating from spiritual life, but carnal life. 

12.  The believer who is disallowing the claim of his spiritual brother is operating out of fellowship and spiritual 

life is not performing the action to remain in him while he is out of fellowship. 

13.  The identification is that the believer is not operating out of spiritual life, but out of carnal life because he 

has chosen to disallow the claim of his spiritual brother. 

14.  In response, spiritual life does not remain operating within him. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that a believer who hates his spiritual brother is akin to murderous Cain who did likewise.  

While Cain, and the non-loving brother, choose to disallow the rightful claim of their brothers they operate out 

of fellowship with God in carnality.  Such is sin.  When the believer repents from his hatred he confesses his sin 

to the Father and is restored to fellowship.  Upon restoration to fellowship, spiritual life is in operation within 

him once more. 
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1 John 3:16 

“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.” (NASB) 

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for 

the brethren.” (NKJV) 

“          

“In this we have known the self-sacrificial love on account of that One under 

        

of us the soul life  of Him He laid down and we ought  under 

     ”     (NA23) 

of the brothers the soul life  to lay down as a matter of purpose.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

 In the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really have 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to comprehensively know the 

self-sacrificial love which gives itself regardless of the response it receives from the object being loved, 

based on response, on account of that One, an initiator, under of us the soul life, based on response, of 

Him He really performed the action in a point in time to put and, logically related, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to be obligated to fulfill a responsibility under of the brothers, based on 

initiation, the soul life, based on response, to perform the action in a point in time to put. 

Principles: 

1.  It is within the sphere of the servant life of Jesus of Nazareth that the believer is to know and 

comprehend his own approach to other believers. 

2.  Jesus of Nazareth lived a selfless life towards all those around Him, but primarily focused on those 

who would be of the flock (past, present, and future; Jew/Gentile; all the believing ones). 

3.  Jesus’ soul life refers to the time period beginning upon His first breath to the time which He 

ascended into heaven following His spiritual death sacrifice on the cross and soul and spiritual 

resurrection. 

4.  Jesus’ soul life is the example provided for the believer to comprehensively understand self-sacrificial 

love. 

5.  The humble life of Jesus Who continuously put His life second in relationship to all others is the divine 

example given from which believers are to understand self-sacrificial love. 

6.  While Jesus’ soul life culminated in physical and spiritual death (three days prior to His resurrection) 

on behalf of the sins of humanity, it is His entire human life which is the example for believers in regards 

to loving others, specifically fellow believers. 

7.  In the same manner that Christ put His life under those He came to save; believers are to place their 

own human lives underneath their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

8.  Jesus’ soul life was a humble living out of self-sacrificial love which kept doing what was best sinners 

because He placed His life underneath the rest of humanity. 
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9.  Believers are to operate in the same manner as Jesus, placing their life underneath the lives of their 

fellow brothers or sisters in Christ. 

10.  Jesus’ love for sinners is the logical reason why believers are to place their lives underneath others. 

11.  The believer has the obligation to put his own life under other believers because of his responsibility 

to self-sacrificially love the brethren. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus’ example of service and love during His time on earth is the example provided to believers 

from which they are to know and comprehend how to put their life under the lives of those around 

them.  It is important to note that they are not submitting themselves under the authority of other 

believers, but rather that in terms of value they are placing their lives second in value, and thus priority, 

to other believers.  Self-sacrificial love is developed out of the prioritization of one’s own life as second 

in value to another’s life.  The believer who places his life under his fellow believer’s life in value or 

priority will love his brother or sister in Christ.  Conversely, if a believer does not place his own life under 

the value of his brother’s life then he will not self-sacrificially love his brother and will have rejected the 

rightful claim of his brother in Christ.  Self-sacrificial love is established on the foundation of putting 

one’s own life second in value to those being loved. 
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1 John 3:16 

“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.” (NASB) 

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for 

the brethren.” (NKJV) 

“          

“In this we have known the self-sacrificial love on account of that One under 

        

of us the soul life  of Him He laid down and we ought  under 

     ”     (NA23) 

of the brothers the soul life  to lay down as a matter of purpose.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

 In the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really have 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to comprehensively know the 

self-sacrificial love which gives itself regardless of the response it receives from the object being loved, 

based on response, on account of that One, an initiator, under of us the soul life, based on response, of 

Him He really performed the action in a point in time to put and, logically related, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to be obligated to fulfill a responsibility under of the brothers, based on 

initiation, the soul life, based on response, to perform the action in a point in time to put. 

Principles: 

1.  It is within the sphere of the servant life of Jesus of Nazareth that the believer is to know and 

comprehend his own approach to other believers. 

2.  Jesus of Nazareth lived a selfless life towards all those around Him, but primarily focused on those 

who would be of the flock (past, present, and future; Jew/Gentile; all the believing ones). 

3.  Jesus’ soul life refers to the time period beginning upon His first breath to the time which He 

ascended into heaven following His spiritual death sacrifice on the cross and soul and spiritual 

resurrection. 

4.  Jesus’ soul life is the example provided for the believer to comprehensively understand self-sacrificial 

love. 

5.  The humble life of Jesus Who continuously put His life second in relationship to all others is the divine 

example given from which believers are to understand self-sacrificial love. 

6.  While Jesus’ soul life culminated in physical and spiritual death (three days prior to His resurrection) 

on behalf of the sins of humanity, it is His entire human life which is the example for believers in regards 

to loving others, specifically fellow believers. 

7.  In the same manner that Christ put His life under those He came to save; believers are to place their 

own human lives underneath their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

8.  Jesus’ soul life was a humble living out of self-sacrificial love which kept doing what was best sinners 

because He placed His life underneath the rest of humanity. 
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9.  Believers are to operate in the same manner as Jesus, placing their life underneath the lives of their 

fellow brothers or sisters in Christ. 

10.  Jesus’ love for sinners is the logical reason why believers are to place their lives underneath others. 

11.  The believer has the obligation to put his own life under other believers because of his responsibility 

to self-sacrificially love the brethren. 

Conclusion: 

 Jesus’ example of service and love during His time on earth is the example provided to believers 

from which they are to know and comprehend how to put their life under the lives of those around 

them.  It is important to note that they are not submitting themselves under the authority of other 

believers, but rather that in terms of value they are placing their lives second in value, and thus priority, 

to other believers.  Self-sacrificial love is developed out of the prioritization of one’s own life as second 

in value to another’s life.  The believer who places his life under his fellow believer’s life in value or 

priority will love his brother or sister in Christ.  Conversely, if a believer does not place his own life under 

the value of his brother’s life then he will not self-sacrificially love his brother and will have rejected the 

rightful claim of his brother in Christ.  Self-sacrificial love is established on the foundation of putting 

one’s own life second in value to those being loved. 
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1 John 3:17 

“But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how 

does the love of God abide in him?” (NASB) 

“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how 

does the love of God abide in him?” (NKJV) 

“ ’          

“who but perhaps has the physical things of the world system 

        

and might behold the brother  of him need  having 

     '     

and shuts closed the inward parts of him away from the source of  him 

           ” 

how the self-sacrificial love of the God abides (in operation) in him?” 

Expanded Translation: 

 “But, whoever perhaps might perform the continuous type of action to possess as his own the 

physical things, based on initiation, of the world system, based on initiation, and logically related, he 

might perform the continuous type of action to behold with contemplation and wonder which often 

times results in amazement at what is beheld the brother, based on initiation, of him, an initiator, 

need, based on response, really performing the action to have as his own based on his initiation as a 

matter of principle, and logically related, he might perform the continuous type of action in a point in 

time to shut closed the inward parts, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of him, 

an initiator, away from the source of him, an initiator, how the self-sacrificial love which pursues that 

which is best for the person being loved regardless of the response it receives, being based on 

response to the integrity of the individual loving, of the God, an Initiator, really perform the continuous 

action in a point in time to abide in the sphere of him?” 

Principles: 

1.  Operation in this world system requires certain necessities. 

2.  Those in constant possession of the necessities of this world system are to utilize them in a God-

directed manner under the control of the Holy Spirit through the sphere of fellowship. 

3.  Both the management and disbursement of such necessities of this world system are to be led by the 

Holy Spirit. 

4.  There are believers and in this world who are found to be lacking in the essential physical things of 

this world system. 

5. The believer in possession of the physical necessities of this world system who beholds his spiritual 

brother in his state of need does not have the love of God operating within him if he chooses to look the 

other way. 

6.  The believer who is constantly in possession of the physical necessities of life loves his brother when 
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he turns his attention to the needs of his spiritual brother. 

7.  The Holy Spirit is the authorizing agent for disbursement of the physical necessities of the believer 

towards his spiritual brother. 

8.  If, however, the believer chooses not to have compassion or concern for his fellow brother in Christ 

then the love of God is not operating within him. 

9.  Compassion and concern regarding the lacking believer’s state is the tool by which the believer 

directs some of what he has towards the believer in need. 

10.  The believer in possession of the physical necessities of this world system takes up the 

disbursement of his goods with the Holy Spirit while in fellowship. 

11.  The actual disbursement is the Holy Spirit’s to authorize and allocate. 

12.  The love of God operates within the believer who brings the apparent need to the Holy Spirit for the 

purpose of willingly giving to his spiritual brother should he be so directed by the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

 John establishes a hypothetical situation wherein he develops a rhetorical question concerning 

the love of God.  John’s question creates the understanding that believers operating in fellowship with 

God will not close off their emotions to their spiritual brothers who are in need.  As the believer 

witnesses the need of his spiritual brother, his emotions are the tools which move him to take what he 

has seen to God for the Holy Spirit’s disbursement.  The Holy Spirit is the agent through which the 

believer’s needs are supplied in accordance with the plan of the Father.  Believers considering action 

concerning the physical needs of their fellow believers should operate in fellowship for the purpose of 

understanding the proper actions concerning the needs of their spiritual brother.  In this the love of God 

operates within the believer.  
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1 John 3:18 

“Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and in truth.” (NASB) 

“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” (NKJV) 

“            

Little infants stop us loving (self-sacrificially) by means of word or by means of the  

         ” (NA23) 

tongue  but in the sphere of  work (spiritual)  and truth.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“Little infants, [let us] stop possibly performing the continuous type of action to love in a self-sacrificial 

manner which manifests itself through giving regardless of the response received by means of word, 

based on initiation, or alternatively, by means of the tongue, based on response, but, on the other hand, in 

the sphere of one’s own product produced by one’s own energy, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, and (in the sphere of) that which corresponds accurately to reality, based on 

response.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer who understands the nature and character of God is to move on to knowledge of how the 

Father instructs the believer to operate.  

2.  The believer is to not love merely by his statement, but in reality through his actions.  

3.  The actions of the believer affirm or contradict the statements made by the believer. 

4.  The believer is to stop loving merely through his statements, but rather in the instrumentality of his 

action. 

5.  The believer’s production of spiritual works is based upon his spiritual operation. 

7.  The believer operating in fellowship with the Father will produce spiritual works. 

8.  The believer operating out of fellowship with the Father will not produce spiritual works. 

9.  The out of fellowship believer loves merely with word and tongue since his action is not founded in the 

sphere of fellowship with the Father. 

Conclusion: 

The believer is exhorted to stop loving merely with his word, or by his tongue.  Statements which flatter the 

ears of his spiritual brothers but lack the spiritual work to fulfill them are worthless and empty.  

Furthermore, the believer is lying to his fellow brother when he makes a statement of love but then does 

not carry out that statement in fellowship with the Father.  John encourages his audience to stop operating 

carnally, where their statements are not founded in nor supported by spiritual operation.  The exhortation is 

to stop loving in word, but to start loving in sincerity and in reality by maintaining fellowship and thus 

accomplishing spiritual work which evidences the love he has for his spiritual brother. 
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1 John 3:19 

“We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him,” (NASB) 

“And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.” (NKJV) 

“           

In (the sphere of) this we will know on account of out of the truth  we are 

        ” (NA23) 

and in front of Him we will persuade the norms and standards of us” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

In the sphere of this, an instrument used to accomplish something, we really will participate in the 

action and will be affected by the action in a point in time in the future to know experientially that 

out of the source of the truth (that which corresponds with reality), based on response, we really 

perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being and, logically related, in front of 

Him we really will perform the action in a point in time in the future to persuade the functioning 

norms and standards, based on response, of us. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is able to come to experiential knowledge that he is operating out of the source of truth 

through fellowship with God. 

2.  It is in fellowship with God wherein the believer learns knowledge of absolute truth (divine thought) 

and consequently depends upon that which he learns. 

3.  By operating in fellowship and depending upon the divine thought he learns, the believer comes to 

have experiential knowledge that he is operating out of the source from which absolute truth comes. 

4.  Absolute truth, divine thought, is only available to those believers in fellowship with God through 

Jesus Christ. 

5.  Apart from fellowship the believer is incapable of learning and understanding absolute truth, divine 

thought. 

6.  The believer’s heart is programmed with divine thought during his time in fellowship. 

7.  The heart is comprised of that which the believer is depending upon in a given moment. 

8.  When the believer is in fellowship, he is dependent upon absolute truth, divine thought, to guide 

him. 

9.  When the believer is out of fellowship, he is dependent upon relative truth, cosmic thought, gleaned 

from the world system. 

10.  Spiritual operation is experientially understood by the believer when he operates out of absolute 

truth (divine thought) as opposed to relative truth (cosmic thought). 

11.  Carnal operation is experientially understood by the believer when he operates out of relative truth 

(cosmic thought) as opposed to absolute truth (divine thought). 

Conclusion: 

 Believers who are in fellowship develop experiential knowledge while in fellowship concerning 

the nature of their spiritual operation as being out of the source of absolute truth.  While the believer is 
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in fellowship, he operates from the source of truth-the divine thought of God, which is divine viewpoint 

and thought process.  As the believer witnesses the divine thought of God being added to his norms and 

standards, he learns experientially that he is operating out of the source of absolute truth.   
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1 John 3:20 

“In whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” (NASB) 

“For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” (NKJV) 

“         

“On account of if, maybe condemns of us the heart  on account of 

         

greater  exists the God (than) of the heart   of us 

   .” 

and  He knows all.” 

Expanded translation:  

“Because, if, maybe it will, maybe it won’t, it performs the continuous type of action to identify 

violation of us according to knowledge, the functioning norms and standards, on account of the fact 

that, greater in quality of character He really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being, the God, an initiator, [than] of the functioning norms and standards, based on response, 

of us all, and, logically related, He really performs the continuous type of action to know all [things], 

being tools or instruments used to accomplish something.” 

Principles: 

1.  When the believer is in fellowship with God the Father, his heart is programmed with the knowledge 

of absolute truth. 

2.  The programming of the heart of the believer occurs when the believer’s heart identifies a violation 

of absolute truth. 

3.  God the Father is greater in quality of character than the believer’s heart. 

4.  Therefore, when the believer’s heart does not match God’s standard as revealed by absolute truth, 

his conscience is activated and he is to address the violation of his heart. 

5.  In this manner the believer’s heart is programmed in his relationship with God the Father who 

reveals the violations of the believer’s heart to the believer by comparing it against absolute truth. 

6.  The quality of God the Father’s character is greater than the quality of character within the believer’s 

heart, therefore the believer must change his character by changing his functioning norms and 

standards. 

7.  Because the Father knows all things (is omniscient), He is greater in character than the believer. 

Conclusion: 

 The believer in fellowship is able to understand when he violates the standard of God because 

he operates in violation of absolute truth.  God is greater in character than the believer’s functioning 

norms and standards and He knows all that is knowable. 
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1 John 3:21 

“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;” (NASB) 

“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.” (NKJV) 

“        

Beloved, if, maybe/maybe not the heart  stops condemning, 

    ” (NA23) 

confidence we have with the God.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“To those loved with a self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the 

response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the one loving based on initiation:  If, 

maybe it will, maybe it will not, the functioning norms and standards, based on response, stop 

performing the continuous type of action to identify violation according to knowledge, complete and 

open communication, based on response, we really perform the continuous type of action to possess 

as our own possession, with the God, an Initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer in fellowship with God is following God’s leadership in personal dependence upon God’s 

Word and instruction. 

2.  While the believer is in fellowship, his heart (functioning norms and standards) is renovated to 

function like God the Father’s. 

3.  When the believer operates from righteous norms and standards there is no opportunity for his heart 

to identify a violation of righteousness. 

4.  The believer cannot violate God’s standard if he is operating from righteous norms and standards 

taught to him by the Holy Spirit. 

5.  Since the believer is in fellowship, and consequently is operating from a renovated set of norms and 

standards, he produces righteous works, inherently valuable in their nature. 

6.  The believer’s operation according to God’s norms and standards protects the believer from leaving 

the sphere of fellowship for carnality. 

7.  While the believer operates dependent upon God’s norms and standards he has open 

communication with the Father because he keeps operating in fellowship with God. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies to his believing audience that their relationship with God is in an unhindered state while 

they operate according to the norms and standards which God teaches them while they are in 

fellowship.  The believer’s obligation to the Father is to be an obedient child who operates according to 

the family rules.  If the believer maintains conformity to, and thus obedience to, the functioning norms 

and standards of God, then he has open communication with the Father.   
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1 John 3:22 

“And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things 

that are pleasing in His sight.” (NASB) 

“And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things 

that are pleasing in His sight.” (NKJV) 

“       ’    

“And what if, maybe we request we take hold of  away from of Him 

          

because the instructions of Him we preserve and the pleasing (things)  

    .” (NA23) 

in the sight and presence of Him we perform.” (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“And, logically related, what, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, if, maybe we 

perform the continuous action to ask for that which is rightfully ours, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to take hold of, away from the source of Him, an initiator, because the 

instructive commands, based on response, of Him we really perform the continuous type of action to 

preserve, and, logically related, the [things] which establish or maintain a positive relationship of 

harmony in the sight and presence of Him, an Initiator, we really perform the continuous type of 

action to be credited with performing.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer in fellowship receives everything from the Father which he requests. 

2.  The believer’s request is accomplished while he is in fellowship. 

3.  That which the believer asks for is in conformity to the standards of God. 

4.  Since the believer and the believer’s request are in harmony with God’s standards, the believer 

receives that for which he makes his request. 

5.  The believer brings his request to the Father. 

6.  The believer is given his request by the Father since it is in harmony with God’s standards and, thus, 

God’s will. 

7.  The believer takes that which the Father gives him in response to his request. 

8.  The reason for the believer receiving that which he requests is because he is in fellowship with God 

and requests something which is rightfully his as a child of God. 

9.  The believer makes his request in compliance with the commands of God, thus preserving God’s 

commands. 

10.  While the believer preserves the commands of God he is performing deeds which are pleasing in 

God’s sight. 

11.  Only righteous deeds which are accomplished from spiritual operation are pleasing in God’s sight. 

12.  It is only that which is accomplished through faith which pleases God (cf. Heb. 11:6). 

13.  The believer is to direct his request to God the Father, under the control of the Holy Spirit (in 
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fellowship with God), in the name of Christ wherein the believer is eternally secured. 

14.  Only those who are children of God, believers in Christ, are qualified to request what is rightfully 

theirs from their Father. 

15.  A carnal believer should not expect to receive his request since he is operating in carnality and is out 

of fellowship with the Father. 

16.  All requests sent to the Father by the believer in Fellowship are answered by the Father according to 

His will. 

17.   The believer in fellowship who requests something because of his own lust will not have his request 

granted. 

18.  All requests made to the Father are to be from the believer who is in fellowship. 

19.  The believer should be careful to request that which is harmony with the commands of God. 

20.  What the believer requests is designed to accomplish the work he participates in with the Holy Spirit 

while he is in fellowship. 

21.  All the resources of the Father are available to the believer in fellowship upon his request. 

22.  The out of fellowship believer does not have the resources of the Father available to him. 

23.  The believer is credited with accomplishing those things which are pleasing to the Father because 

they are in line with the Father’s commands. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that the believer who is in fellowship has the resources of God rightfully available to him 

while he is in fellowship.  The believer will receive from the Father that which he requests because the 

desire and request are in line with God’s commandments.  While operating in fellowship the believer is 

careful to preserve the instruction of God, including the instruction on how to pray and what to request.  

Consequently, the believer is credited with performing those things which are pleasing in God’s sight 

and presence because they are accomplished from spiritual operation. 
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1 John 3:23 

“And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 

another, just as He commanded us.” (NASB) 

“And this is His commandment:  that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, as He gave us commandment.” (NKJV) 

“          

“And this is the instructive command of Him:  that we might believe 

     '    

the name  of the Son of Him Jesus  Christ  and 

          

we might self-sacrificially love another of the same kind according to how He gave 

 .” (NA23) 

instruction to us.” (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“And, logically related, this, based on response, really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being the instructive command, based on response, of Him, an Initiator:  that, we might 

perform the action in a point in time to place our dependency upon something to accomplish 

something on our behalf, the name, being an instrument used to accomplish something, of the Son, 

based on initiation, of Him, an Initiator, Jesus, an Initiator, anointed sacrifice, based on Initiation, and, 

logically related,  we might perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love which 

manifests itself in being given regardless of the response we receive based upon our personal integrity 

and volition, based on response, reciprocally, one of the same kind to another, based on initiation, 

according to how He really performed the action in a point in time in the past to give instruction, 

based on response, to us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The will of God is expressed in two instructive commands. 

2.  The first instructive command expressing God’s will is that one has the possibility to be saved through 

the name of Jesus Christ. 

3.  The name of Jesus Christ carries with it the full authority of Jesus of Nazareth and includes His 

reputation and works accomplished during His time on earth as a guarantee behind His name. 

4.  The second instructive command expressing God’s will is that believers have the possibility to love 

one another in the same way God loves them. 

5.  Jesus taught these things to His disciples for the purpose of glorifying God and exhorting individuals 

to utilize their personal volition to depend upon Him as their personal savior. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies for the believer what God’s general directive will is:  believe on the name of Jesus Christ, 
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and love all those who do with a self-sacrificial love according to how Jesus taught during His time on 

earth.  While these are commands of God, they are to be carried out willfully by the individual who has 

the choice to obey God’s directive will or not.  The choice remains man’s, but the will of God is directed 

to man for the purpose of giving man the opportunity to repond. 
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1 John 3:24 

“And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him and He in him.  And we know by this that He 

abides in us, by the spirit whom He has given us.” (NASB) 

“Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him.  And by this we know that He 

abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.” (NKJV) 

“            

“And the one keeping the instructive commands of Him in the sphere of  Him 

            

abides (in fellowship) and He in the sphere of him.  And in the sphere of this 

          ,   

we know experientially that He abides (in fellowship) in the sphere of  us 

     .” 

out of the  Spirit  which to us He gave. 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, the one performing the continuous type of action to keep preserved as a 

matter of principle, based on his own initiation, the instructive commands, based on response, of Him, 

an initiator, in the sphere of Him, an initiator, he simultaneously really performs the continuous type 

of action to abide, and, logically related, He, an initiator, in the sphere of him, an initiator.  And, 

logically related, in the sphere of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we 

really perform the continuous type of action to know experientially that He really performs the 

continuous type of action to abide in the sphere of us:  out of the source of the Spirit, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, which to us, He really performed the action in a point in 

time in the past to give.” 

Principles: 

1.  The one who is keeping God’s commands is simultaneously abiding in fellowship with Him. 

2.  While the believer is in fellowship with God, God is abiding in fellowship with him. 

3.  The believer and God share mutual fellowship while the believer does the directive will as expressed 

in the instructive commands of God. 

4.  When the believer ceases to keep the instructive commands of God, he leaves fellowship with God 

and stops abiding in fellowship with Him. 

5.  God is righteous and cannot abide in fellowship with anyone who operates unrighteously. 

6.  Because of His righteousness, He is separated from the one performing unrighteousness. 

7.  The believer who is not abiding in fellowship with Him is abiding in temporal spiritual death. 

8.  Temporal spiritual death occurs when the believer operates carnally, outside of fellowship with God. 

9.  Confession of sin restores the believer to fellowship with God through the forgiveness of his sins and 

the cleansing of all unrighteousness by God. 

10.  The evidence that the believer who is abiding in fellowship with God is the experiential knowledge 
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of the believer that the Holy Spirit is operating within him, leading his human spirit. 

11.  The Holy Spirit was given to all believers, whom He indwells, to be a tool used to accomplish the 

commands of God. 

12.  The indwelling Holy Spirit will only accomplish the work and will of God the Father. 

13.  While in temporal death (carnality), the Holy Spirit’s role is to convict and exhort the believer 

towards repentance and subsequent confession. 

14. While in temporal death the Holy Spirit is not the leader of the believer, but rather the believer is led 

by his own specific lust pattern, a part of the sin nature he possesses in his flesh. 

15.  The believer out of fellowship with God must repent of his sin, and then confess his sin to the Father 

for the purpose of being restored to fellowship and being saturated to the point of control by the Holy 

Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that fellowship with God occurs simultaneously to the believer preserving or 

doing God’s directive will.  If the believer is keeping preserved the commands of God under the leading 

of the Holy Spirit, then he is abiding in fellowship with God the Father.  The Father sent the Holy Spirit to 

be the source of experiential knowledge that the believer is in fellowship with Him.  The believer’s 

interaction in accomplishing the will of God produces in the believer an observation of the Holy Spirit at 

work.  The result is the full assurance of the believer that he is, first, a child of God, and second, abiding 

in fellowship with God. 
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1 John 4:1 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.” (NASB) 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.” (NKJV) 

“       

“Beloved, stop every spirit  depending on but, on the other hand 

          

test according to a standard the spirits  if out of the God they are 

      ." (NA23) 

because many  false prophets  have gone out into the  world system.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

To those loved with a  self-sacrificial love that manifests itself in being given based on the integrity and 

volition of the individual who loves regardless of the response received, based on initiation:  You all are 

commanded to stop, every spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, performing the 

continuous type of action to place your dependency upon, but, on the other hand, and logically related, you 

all are commanded to perform the continuous type of action to test according to a standard for the purpose 

of verification the spirits, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, if, in reality, out of the 

source of the God, an Initiator, they really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of 

being, because many false prophets, based on initiation, they really have performed the completed action in 

the past with results continuing on to go out with an emphasis on their arrival into the world system, based 

on initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is described by God the Father as being one of His loved ones. 

2.  Believers are commanded to test the teachings and thought processes presented to them for the purpose of 

verifying their source. 

3.  There are two basic sources, God, the Father through the Holy Spirit, or Satan & Company through the world 

system and those under their deceptive captivity. 

4.  Believers are to test what is presented to them as truth by a standard which verifies the information’s 

veracity. 

5.  The standard by which the believer is to test all things is by the Word of God as taught by the Holy Spirit 

during the believer’s time in fellowship. 

6.  Abiding in fellowship provides the believer with the necessary power and leadership by the Holy Spirit to 

discern truth from error. 

7.  False prophets refers to anyone who is proclaiming falsely God’s message about what is to come. 

8.  The source of the message of false prophets, and false teachers, is Satan & Company. 

9.  It is this basis which identifies the individual as a false prophet or false teacher. 

10.  False prophets proclaim false truths about reality. 
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11.  Abiding in fellowship with the Father allows the Holy Spirit to separate false truth from absolute truth. 

12.  The believer is commanded to stop accepting that which is presented to them, and in turn, to evaluate 

based on God’s standard as revealed through His Word and the Holy Spirit’s teaching the information 

presented. 

13.  The message is tested for the purpose of determining its source. 

14.  Those messages which come from God are absolute truth. 

15.  Those messages which come from a false prophet are non-truths represented as truths and are propagated 

through the world system by men whose thought process and beliefs have been taken captive by Satan & 

Company. 

16.  In every instance, a false prophet will have been deceived by Satan & Company. 

17.  Likewise, in every instance, a false prophet and his message will be designed ultimately to replace Jesus as 

the Messiah, however subtly accomplished. 

18.  Satan & Company are in operation in this world system establishing non-truths as truths in the minds and 

then hearts of men. 

19.  They have gone out into the world with the purpose of spreading non-truths to all those whom they are 

able to take captive. 

20.  They are out in the world and continue to operate in the world under the spirit of replacing Jesus of 

Nazareth as the Christ. 

21.  The ultimate objective of replacing Jesus as the Christ is the promotion of a new pseudo-messiah, the 

Antichrist. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that Cerinthus has been taken captive by deceptive philosophy and directly attacks his message 

as having come from Satan & Company.  Since Cerinthus was identifying that Jesus was merely a spiritual being 

and not also human-simultaneously God and Man-he is declaring that Jesus of Nazareth was not really the 

Messiah.  Consequently, Cerinthus is prophesying about a coming messiah who would fulfill the role properly.  

Therefore, Cerinthus is a false-prophet as John emphasizes.  The command given to the believer is to test the 

information presented for the purpose of identifying its source, whether it is founded in God or in Satan & 

Company’s instruments (false prophets and false teachers). 
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1 John 4:2 

“By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God;” (NASB) 

“By this you know the Spirit of God:  Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

of God,” (NKJV) 

“            

“In the sphere of this we know experientially  the spirit  of the God 

         

every spirit  which confesses Jesus Christ  in the sphere of  flesh 

      .”  (NA23) 

came  out of the source of the God it is.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

In the sphere of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to know experientially the Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, of the God, an initiator: every spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, which, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, really 

performs the continuous type of action to speak the same [that] Jesus, an Initiator, Christ, based on 

initiation, in the sphere of flesh really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to arrive at a place as a matter of principle based on His initiation out of the source of 

the God, an initiator, it really performs the action to exist in the state of being. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is able to have experiential knowledge of the Spirit of God. 

2.  This knowledge is based on the recognition of the spirit’s agreement to Jesus’ existence on earth as a 

flesh and blood human. 

3.  The term “flesh” in verse 2 identifies the physiology of Jesus the man who was also the anointed 

sacrifice-the Christ. 

4.  Those spirits which agree that Jesus came in the flesh are from the source of God. 

5.  Any spirit which does not agree that Jesus came in the flesh is not from the source of God. 

Conclusion: 

 As John begins to clearly call out the false teaching of Cerinthus, he directly attacks Cerinthus’ 

statement that Jesus was not man, but an apparition of man.  This contradicts the teaching of Cerinthus, 

a gnostic, who was teaching that Jesus could not have been fully spirit and fully man.  John contradicts 

this teaching while giving a tool for his audience to utilize in order to verify the message of Cerinthus, 

and any other false teachers claiming that Jesus was not truly man.  John’s identification is that the Holy 

Spirit is God’s spirit, and that the Holy Spirit will always agree with God the Father’s revelation.  Jesus 

had to be both man and spirit, both God and Man simultaneously, in order to satisfy the law and the 

prophecy of God. 
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1 John 4:3 

“And every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which 

you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.” (NASB) 

“And every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God.  And this is 

the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” (NKJV) 

“        ‘  

And, every spirit  which does not confess  the Jesus   

             

out of the source of the God not he is; and this is the [spirit] of the 

         

antichrist which you heard that he is coming and now in the sphere of 

   .” (NA23) 

the world system he is already.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, every spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something which, 

being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something does not really perform the continuous type of 

action to confess the Jesus, an Initiator, out of the source of the God, an Initiator not he really performs 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being; and, logically related, this, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being the [spirit], being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of the antichrist, 

based on initiation, which, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, you all really 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to hear and respond positively to 

that he really participates in the continuous type of action of being acted upon to travel from one place 

to another with an emphasis on the arrival at a destination, and, logically related, at this moment in time 

in the sphere of the world system, based on initiation, it really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being already. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is to test spirits to determine their source as either being from God or from the 

antichrist. 

2.  Every spirit which does not agree with God the Father concerning Jesus of Nazareth is not from God. 

3.  If not from God, then the spirit is from the antichrist. 

4.  The arrival of the antichrist culminates during the tribulation which immediately follows the 

completion of the church age at the rapture. 

5.  The antichrist is continuously working to remove and replace Christ in this world system which is run 

by Satan & Company. 

6.  The spirit of the antichrist is already present on earth working actively to destroy God’s world system 

and establish his own. 
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7.  While the culmination of the antichrist’s arrival will occur during the tribulation, he is already working 

in the earth to prepare for his arrival. 

8.  Satan & Company are the ones who are carrying out this work throughout human history in an 

attempt to deceive humanity into submitting themselves to Satan for eternity. 

9.  Believers in Christ need not be fearful of what is coming, but should be quick to test the spirits 

against the standard of God’s Word for the purpose of verifying its source. 

Conclusion: 

John continues his equipping of his believing audience by explaining that the spirit of the antichrist will 

not agree with God on who Jesus of Nazareth truly was.  Cerinthus was teaching false doctrine which 

was in agreement with the spirit of the antichrist, thus John repudiates Cerinthus’ teaching with a 

distinct way for his believing audience to determine whether or not they can trust the message being 

communicated by Cerinthus, and by any others who would follow. 
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1 John 4:4 

“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he 

who is in the world.” (NASB) 

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he 

who is in the world.” (NKJV) 

“              

You all  out of the source of the God you all exist infants  and  

           

you have overcome  them,  on account of greater  He exists  the [One]   

            

in the sphere of  you all  than the [One] in the sphere of   

 " (NA23)  

the world system.” (KMT)

 

Expanded translation: 

You all out of the source of the God, an initiator, really perform the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being, infants, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, and logically 

related, you have really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to 

have overwhelming victory over them, initiators, on account of greater in character He really performs 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the [One], an Initiator, in the sphere of you 

all than the [One], an initiator, in the sphere of the world system, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is a spiritual infant of God’s. 

2.  The spiritual birth of the believer is simultaneous to the believer’s dependence upon Jesus of 

Nazareth to be the Christ. 

3.  Those born spiritually have been born from the source of God and are a spiritual being. 

4.  God is the One who initiates the believer’s spiritual birth upon realization of the believer’s faith in 

Jesus. 

5.  God’s children, infants at spiritual birth, are His tools to witness to Satan & Company concerning His 

character. 

6.  God is love, sovereign, eternal, righteous, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. 

7.  His children are to glorify Him by magnifying His character to Satan & Company and to humanity. 

8.  The spiritual birth of the believer in Jesus Christ is the victory which overcomes Satan & Company. 

9.  Believers have overcome the spirit of the antichrist and those which propagate his message (Satan & 

Company and their human associates, unbelievers). 

10.  The cause of the believer’s spiritual birth overcoming Satan & Company & Associates is the 
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existence of God’s Spirit in the believer. 

11.  The Spirit of God refers to the spiritual seed of God which the Holy Spirit generated life into 

simultaneous to the individual’s belief in Jesus Christ. 

12.  The Spirit of God is greater in quality of character than the spirit of the antichrist. 

13.  The spirit of the antichrist exists in the world system. 

14.  The spirit of the antichrist is the deceptive work of Satan & Company & Associates who are working 

to destroy God’s kingdom and replace God’s policies with Lucifer’s. 

15.  The world system is a tool designed by God in which humanity has been created for the purpose of 

serving as a witness for the Accused (God) to the accuser (Lucifer). 

16.  The choice of the individual to accept God’s grace provision magnifies God’s attributes of love, 

sovereignty, and righteousness to Satan & Company & Associates. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies the relationship of the believers to which he is writing as being the reason for their ability 

to discern spiritual truth from the parallels solicited by Satan & Company & Associates in preparation for 

the antichrist’s manifestation.  John assures his audience that, because of God’s Spirit within them, they 

are victorious over the spirit of the antichrist in the world. 
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1 John 4:5 

“They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them.” (NASB) 

“They are of the world.  Therefore they speak as of the world, and the word hears them.”  (NKJV) 

“          

They out of the  world system are through  this out of the world 

      ”  (NA23) 

they speak and the world  them  it hears.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“They, initiators, out of the source of the world system, based on initiation, really perform the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.  Through this, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, out of the source of the world system they really perform the continuous type of 

action to stammer without reason and, logically related, the world system, based on initiation, them, 

initiators, it really performs the continuous type of action to hear and respond positively to.” 

Principles: 

1.  Those who disagree with the work produced by the Holy Spirit through believers in fellowship with the 

Father are not from the Father, but are from the world system. 

2.  As a result of operating from the reference point of the world system, those who disagree with God 

stammer without reason. 

3.  Stammering without reason refers to speaking in agreement, and further advancing the thought 

process of the world system. 

4.  In that Satan & Company have delegated power in this world system in this present age, those who 

agree with the world system and its teachings also agree with Satan & Company. 

5.  The pseudo-truth promulgated by Satan & Company is deceptive in nature and makes no sense when 

compared to the thought process of God. 

6.  Because Satan & Company’s teachings disagree with omniscient God, particularly in the area of Jesus of 

Nazareth as the Messiah but also on the whole, it is without reason. 

7.  Since those who operate from the source of the world system get their information, and, thus, their 

statements, from the world system they also speak without reason. 

8.  The world system, with emphasis on those operating from the source of the world system, hears their 

stammering and responds positively to it with agreement. 

9.  This creates a cycle within the world system whereby Satan & Company are able to deceive and delude 

those within their system of operation away from the pure reasoning of God’s wisdom and knowledge. 

Conclusion: 

 As John further cements his attack against the teachings of Cerinthus, he expresses the accurate 

reality that those operating in and from the world agree with the world’s teachings and those others 

operating from its system.  Since this is true, the spirit of the antichrist is able to generate foolish thought 

process within those who are operating apart from fellowship with the Father, whether sinner, or 

redeemed. 
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1 John 4:6 

“We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us.  By this 

we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” (NASB) 

“We are of God.  He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us.  By this we know the 

spirit of truth and the spirit of error”  (NKJV) 

"            

“We out of the source of the  God exist being; The initiator knowing experientially 

         

the God he hears us; which not exists being out of the source of 

          

the God not he hears us out of the source of this we know experientially 

        .”  (NA23) 

the spirit  of the truth  and the spirit  of the error.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

We, out of the source of the God, an initiator, really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the 

state of being.  The initiator, really performing the continuous type of action to know based upon 

experience as a matter of principle based on his own initiation the God, an initiator, he really performs 

the continuous type of action to hear and respond positively to of us.  The one who, an initiator, really 

does not perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being out of the source of the 

God, an initiator, does not really perform the continuous type of action to hear and respond positively 

to of us.  Out of the source of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really 

perform the continuous type of action to know based upon experience the spirit, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, of that which corresponds to reality, based on response, and, 

logically related, the spirit of vacillation from reality, based on response. 

Principles: 

1.  John and the other apostles were sent by God to spread absolute truth. 

2.  Believers are begotten of God and are therefore spiritually from the source of God. 

3.  Those believers who have experiential knowledge of God the Father as a result of the time spent in 

fellowship with Him hear what those who are from God say. 

4.  Since believers in fellowship understand absolute truth, and since absolute truth comes from God, 

those believers in fellowship with God are able to recognize absolute truth from those who speak it. 

5.  Any individual who is not begotten of God is not spiritual and does not hear and respond positively to 

those who speak absolute truth from the source of God. 

6.  Believers are able to know the spirit of truth by recognizing which individuals are speaking from God as 

opposed to the spirit of the antichrist at work in this world system. 

7.  Those believers, who are in fellowship, will hear and respond positively to the absolute truth of God. 

8.  The spirit of truth is recognized by individuals who are first, born from above spiritually, and second, 
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are operating spiritually, being in fellowship with God. 

9.  The spirit of vacillation from reality identifies a deceitful path which has been put forth in the world 

system as an alternative thought process to the absolute truth of God. 

10.  The spirit of vacillation from reality is recognized by believers in fellowship with God. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies for his audience that there are going to be some that will not hear his correction of 

Cerinthus.  However, those who are born from above and are operating spiritually will recognized and 

respond positively to his message of correction.  Those who are not born from above, or those who are 

not operating spiritually, do not respond positively to the messengers of God because the message is 

foolishness to them in light of the data they can receive from the world system. 
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1 John 4:7 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”  

(NASB) 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”  

(NKJV) 

“          

Beloved, may we love another of the same kind because the self-sacrificial love 

           

out of the source of the God it exists. And everyone the loving  

          ."(NA23)

out of the source of the God has been born and knows experientially the God.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“To those loved with a self-sacrificial love that manifests itself in being given regardless of the type of response 

it receives from the ones being loved because of the integrity and volition of the One doing the loving, based 

on response:  We have the potential to perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a way 

that manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives from those we love based on our 

integrity and volition another of the same kind, based on initiation, because the self-sacrificial love which 

manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives from those being loved because of 

integrity and volition, based on response, out of the source of the God, an initiator, it really performs the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.  And, logically related, everyone, an initiator, who is 

described as performing the continuous type of action to love with a self-sacrificial love that manifests itself in 

being given regardless of the type of response it receives from those being loved because of the integrity and 

volition of the one loving, based on that individual’s initiation out of the source of the God, an initiator, he 

really has been acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be born and, 

logically related, he really performs the continuous type of action to know based on experience the God, an 

initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers are loved by God the Father with a self-sacrificial love that is not dependent upon the believer’s 

thoughts, statements, or actions, but is based on God the Father’s integrity and volition. 

2.  Believers have the potential to love other believers, and, consequently, fellow humans, in the same manner as 

they themselves are loved by the Father. 

3.  The reality of believers performing the action to self-sacrificially love others outside of the behavior of others 

is based on time spent in fellowship with God wherein the fruit of the spirit is made full in the believer. 

4.  Believers who do not spend time in fellowship with God do not grow spiritually, and will, therefore, not learn 

to love others in the same way that God does. 

5.  Self-sacrificial love apart from an individual’s actions is based on the character and integrity of the one who 

chooses on his own initiative to love others. 

6.  This type of love comes from the source of God the Father who is love. 
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7.  Self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives exists in the 

state of coming from the source of God. 

8.  Every single individual which actually performs the action of loving other believers in the same way that God 

the Father loves (self-sacrificially and unconditionally because of personal integrity and volition) has been 

spiritually born out of the source of God. 

9.  Only those who have depended upon Jesus Christ to take away their sins have been born spiritually from 

above (John 3:1-18). 

10.  Therefore, only those who have depended upon Jesus Christ have the potential to love self-sacrificially in a 

manner which manifests itself in continuously being given regardless of the response received from those they 

love. 

11.  Consequently, unbelievers, who remain spiritually dead, are incapable of loving self-sacrificially in a manner 

which continuously gives regardless of the response they receive from those they love. 

12.  Furthermore, only those who have depended upon Jesus Christ to take away their sins have the potential to 

gain knowledge of God the Father based on personal experience with the Father. 

13.  However, carnal believers who are operating outside of fellowship with the Father cannot grow in their 

experiential knowledge of the Father. 

14.  Therefore, believers only gain knowledge of God the Father based on their personal experience with Him 

when they are operating spiritually, in fellowship with the Father. 

15.  Consequently, carnal believers are incapable of loving self-sacrificially in a manner which continuously gives 

regardless of the response it receives from those being loved. 

16.  The carnal believer must be operating in fellowship, and, thus, out of the source of God, in order to love 

other believers (and fellow man) in the same manner which God loves. 

Conclusion: 

John reminds his believing audience that they have the potential, because of salvation and the tool of fellowship, 

to love others believers in the same manner which God loves them.  He identifies the logical relationship 

between their spiritual birth and operation and loving others self-sacrificially.  The distinction he makes is that 

believers must operate in fellowship with God in order to self-sacrificially love others in a manner which 

continues to love regardless of the response that believers receive from those around them.  This is the result of 

God’s integrity and character being developed in their soul through fellowship, transformation of their heart by 

the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, and their personal volition being positively motivated to obey the leadership 

of God the Father through spiritual operation under the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
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1 John 4:8 

“The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  (NASB) 

“He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  (NKJV) 

“          

The initiator not unconditionally loving not he knows the God 

        .”  (NA23) 

because the God  unconditional love He is.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

The initiator not performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to love self-

sacrificially in a manner which continues to love regardless of the response it receives because of the 

integrity and volition of the one loving, based on response, simultaneously does not really perform the 

action in a point in time to experientially know the God, an initiator, because the God, an initiator, self-

sacrificial love which continues to love regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity 

and volition of the One loving, based on response, He really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being. 

Principles: 

1.  Only those who experientially know God through salvation in Christ have the potential to love in a self-

sacrificial and unconditional manner. 

2.  Believers must operate in fellowship with God in order to have experiential knowledge of Him. 

3.  While a believer is operating in fellowship with God he self-sacrificially and unconditionally loves. 

4.  While a believer is not self-sacrificially and unconditionally loving others he is out of fellowship, shut 

off from a right relationship with God because of sin. 

5.  The ability to love self-sacrificially stems directly from the believer’s position in fellowship with God 

the Father. 

6.  The believer who is not self-sacrificially and unconditionally loving others simultaneously does not 

experientially know God because he is outside of fellowship with God. 

7.  That believer will not experientially know God until he confesses his sin to the Father and is restored 

to a right relationship with Him. 

8.  This is directly because God is self-sacrificial and unconditional love in His personal character. 

9.  Those who are experientially knowing God are in a right relationship with Him and as a result of Who 

He is, self-sacrificially and unconditionally love others because they are following the Father. 

Conclusion: 

John makes known the fact that those who are not loving others in a self-sacrificial and unconditional 

manner are not in a right relationship with God and that their failure to love properly is the result of not 

experientially knowing God.  It is not that the individual has not ever experientially known God, but that 

at that moment of time he is not experientially knowing God because he is out of fellowship with Him. 
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1 John 4:9 

“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so 

that we might live through Him.”  (NASB) 

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him.”  (NKJV) 

“            

“In the instrumentality of this it was made manifest the love  of the God 

            

in the sphere of  us: because the Son of Him - the only begotten-  

           

He sent, the God, into the world system in order that we might live spiritually  

' ."

through Him.” 

Expanded Translation: 

In the instrumentality of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, it really was 

acted upon in a point in time to be revealed the self-sacrificial love that manifests itself in being given 

regardless of the response received based on the integrity and volition of the one doing the loving, 

based on response, of the God, an initiator, in the sphere of us all because the Son, based on initiation, 

of Him, an initiator, the only begotten, based on initiation, He really performed the completed action 

in the past with results continuing on to send with the battle plan and authority to carry it out, the 

God, an initiator, into the limits and boundaries of the world system in order that we might have the 

potential to perform the action in a point in time to live spiritually through possession of Him. 

Principles: 

1.  The tool by which God’s attribute of love is clearly revealed is within those who have accepted His 

Son as their personal Savior. 

2.  God’s love was demonstrated in the sending of His Son to pay the penalty for all of humanity’s sins. 

3.  However, the clear revelation of God’s love is only visible within those who do accept His love-the 

sending of His Son to take on the sins of the world. 

4.  God’s love is emphatically revealed in those who, in responding positively to the gospel message, 

vindicate God’s character. 

5.  Consequently, those who reject God’s Son as Savior, in turn vindicate His righteousness as He carries 

out their condemnation at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

6.  The angelic conflict is resolved by humans answering the gospel message, whether positively, 

accepting Jesus as their Savior, or negatively, rejecting Him as their Savior. 

7.  Regardless of man’s choice towards God’s Son, God’s character is vindicated. 

8.  The proof of God’s love towards man is evidenced in the culmination of His love being accepted by 

those who respond positively to His Son as their Savior and the propitiation of humanity’s sin. 
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9.  God’s Son was sent into the world for the purpose of providing the necessary component whereby 

God’s character would be vindicated. 

10.  Spiritual life is only found in those who respond positively to the gospel. 

11.  If God’s Son had not been sent then there would not be any opportunity for man to carry out their 

designed calling: to glorify God to angels and then to fallen man. 

12.  If God’s Son had not been sent then there would not be the opportunity for God’s character, 

specifically His love and righteousness, to be vindicated. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that the revelation of God’s love is in the culmination of the gospel message 

made available and then responded to positively by humanity.  In either case, whether positive or 

negative response, the character of God is vindicated.  The positive response verifies and proves His love 

in those whom receive His Son personally as their Savior.  The negative response verifies and proves His 

righteousness in those who reject His Son personally as their Savior. 
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1 John 4:10 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.”  (NASB) 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.”  (NKJV) 

“            

In the sphere of  this is the self-sacrificial love: not that we 

    ’      

self-sacrificially loved the God but, on the other hand, that He self-sacrificially loved  

         

us and He commissioned the Son of Him propitiation concerning 

   " (NA23)

the missings of the mark of us.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“In the sphere of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, it really performs the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in 

giving regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the One loving, 

based on response to the needs of the person or object being loved, not that we performed the 

completed action in the past with results continuing on to self-sacrificially love which manifests itself 

in giving regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the one loving, 

based on response to the needs of the person or object being loved the God, an initiator, but, on the 

other hand, that He, an initiator, He really performed the action in a point to self-sacrificially love 

which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and 

volition of the One loving, based on response to the needs of the person or object being loved, us all, 

and, logically related, He really performed the action in a point in time to send with the battle plan, 

the Son, based on initiation, of Him, an initiator, necessary payment, based on initiation, concerning 

the missings of the mark, based on response, of us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The example of agape love (self-sacrificial love) is not based on the love of believers for God. 

2.  Rather, the example of agape love (self-sacrificial love) is based on the love of God for, first, the 

entire world (John 3:16), and second, those who believe in His Son as their personal Savior. 

3.  The purpose of sending the Son is to propitiate the sins for the entire world, which is made realized in 

those who accept Jesus’ sacrificial propitiation through His death on the cross. 

4.  The sins of the entire world have been paid off through Jesus’ judgment on the cross completely. 

5.  The realization of His payment is evidenced in those who have believed in Him, who, consequently 

have had their debt for sin paid in full. 
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Conclusion: 

 John identifies the source of God’s propitiation which has been made fully realized in those who 

have accepted His Son as the necessary payment for their sins.  It is based on God’s love for the world, 

and those who would believe, not based on man’s love for God. 
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1 John 4:11 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  (NASB) 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“Beloved ones: since in this manner the God  self-sacrificially loved us all 

       .”  (NA23) 

and (also) we ought to one another of the same kind love self-sacrificially.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“To those loved with a self-sacrificial love that manifests itself in giving regardless of the response it 

receives because of the integrity and volition of the One doing the loving, based on response to the 

needs of the ones being loved:  If, as is the case, in this manner the God, an initiator, really performed 

the action in a point in time to self-sacrificially love in a manner that manifests itself in giving 

regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the One loving, based on 

response to the needs of us all, and, logically connected, we all, we really perform the continuous type 

of action to be obligated to perform the duty toward one another of the same kind, based on 

initiation, to perform the continuous type of action to love self-sacrificially in a manner that manifests 

itself in giving regardless of the response it receives because of our integrity and volition as a matter 

of purpose, based on response to the needs of the ones being loved.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers in Jesus Christ are loved by God the Father in a self-sacrificial manner which manifests itself 

in loving the believer regardless of the response from the believer to God. 

2.  The love of God toward the believer is based on God’s character, integrity, and volition expressed 

positively towards the believer in His Son.  

3.  God the Father’s unconditional love towards believers in His Son responds to the needs of the 

believer by making provision of all of the believer’s needs. 

4.  The manner in which God’s love is made manifest to the believer prior to his salvation is through the 

sending of His Son to pay the necessary debt for the sins of every individual. 

5.  The manner in which God’s love is made manifest in the believer is dependent upon the believer 

accepting Jesus’ work of propitiation as the only manner by which his personal debt is paid. 

6.  The self-sacrificial love of God for sinful humanity responded to humanity’s need for propitiation by 

sending His only Son, Jesus of Nazareth. 

7.  The death of Jesus of Nazareth, God in the flesh and righteous from birth, paid the necessary debt for 

humanity. 

8.  Those who personally accept the truth concerning Jesus of Nazareth’s salvific work of propitiation by 

dependence upon His work and nothing else have the love of God made manifest within them, putting 

His love on full display by completing the objective for which God sent His Son. 

9.  All believers are loved by God in this manner. 

10.  As a result of the believer being loved by God in this manner, the believer is obligated to the Father 
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to perform his duty of loving fellow believers in the same manner and with the same type of love which 

the Father loved him. 

11.  In propitiating the believer from condemnation, God the Father purchased the believer’s freedom 

from slavery to his sinful nature and, consequently, sinful works. 

12.  The believer is redeemed by God as a result of his propitiation, being bought out of the slave market 

of sinful flesh and created as a new creation in Christ. 

13.  The proper response to the love, grace, and propitiation of the believer by God the Father through 

Jesus Christ is the willful surrendering of the believer’s volition to the Father as his rightful master. 

14.  The believer’s proper response to God the Father’s love, grace, and propitiation, is fulfilling the 

obligations given to him by the Father. 

15.  The chief duty of the believer is to love God the Father self-sacrificially in fellowship and submission 

to the Father as the sole authority of the believer. 

16.  The secondary duty of the believer is to love fellow believers self-sacrificially in fellowship and 

submission to the Father as the sole authority of the believer. 

17.  Believers are obligated to the Father to love one another self-sacrificially as a result of God’s love, 

grace, and propitiation. 

Conclusion: 

 John establishes God’s attribute of love as the ultimate attribute from which the believer is 

motivated, first, toward God, and second, toward fellow believers.  The believer is not released into 

licentiousness, or self-righteousness as a result of his propitiation.  But, rather, he is reassigned into the 

family and kingdom of God as a spiritual child of God, His Father and authority.  Consequently, the 

believer is to love those within his family since they are all the loved ones of God.
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1 John 4:12 

“No one has beheld God at any time; if we love on another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in 

us.”  (NASB) 

“No one has seen God at any time.  If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been 

perfected in us.”  (NKJV) 

"       

“God not one  not ever has beheld; If, maybe we will, maybe we won’t 

          

we unconditionally love  one another the God in the sphere of  us abides 

            

and the unconditional love of Him has been completed in the sphere of  us 

.”  (NA23) 

it is.”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“God, an initiator, not one, an initiator, not ever has participated in the action of being acted upon in a 

completed action in the past with results continuing on to behold and understand the essence of what 

was beheld;  If, maybe we will, maybe we will not, we might perform the continuous type of action to 

self-sacrificially love in a manner which gives regardless of the response it receives from the person or 

object being loved because of the integrity and volition of the ones doing the loving on another of the 

same kind, based on initiation, the God, an initiator, in the sphere of us all really performs the 

continuous type of action to abide and, logically related, the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself 

in being given regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the one 

doing the loving, based on response, of Him, an initiator, having been acted upon in a completed 

action in the past with results continuing on to be made complete as a matter of principle, based on 

response, in the sphere of us all, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist being.” 

Principles: 

1.  God (the Father) has not been beheld by any human in a manner which allows that human to gaze 

upon Him with wonder and consideration concerning what is being witnessed. 

2.  Believers have the potential to love other believers. 

3.  Believers must choose to love other believers. 

4.  The choice for the believer to love other believers is predicated by the believer’s personal love for 

God whom he has not beheld. 

5.  When a believer unconditionally and personally loves God, it produces obedience in the believer’s 

life. 

6.  The believer who unconditionally and personally loves God is motivated by his love for God the 

Father to obey the Father. 

7.  As a result of obedience to the Father, the believer performs the action to unconditionally love the 
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other believers within the family of God. 

8.  The believer does not love his fellow believers based upon witnessing God and observing Him, but 

rather he unconditionally loves his fellow believers based upon his love for God and consequential 

fulfillment of God’s instruction and commands. 

9.  If believers are going to unconditionally love one another then they must first individually love God 

the Father in their own relationship with Him. 

10.  While the believer unconditionally loves his fellow believer, God abides in operation in him. 

11.   While the believer does not unconditionally love his fellow believer, God does not abide in 

operation in him, and the believer is out of fellowship. 

12.  If, however, the believer is performing the action to unconditionally love his fellow believer it is 

because of his unconditional and personal love for God. 

13.  While the believer operates in the sphere of unconditional and personal love for God he obeys God. 

14.  God’s love is acted upon by the believer’s time in fellowship with the Father as a result of his 

unconditional love and personal love for God to be made complete within the believer. 

15.  The completion of God’s love in the believer is accomplished prior to its existing in the sphere of the 

believer as a response to the believer’s unconditional and personal love for God. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies the necessity in the believer for unconditional and personal love for God whom they have 

not beheld.  The logical result of beholding God is unconditional and personal love for Him.  However, 

since John’s believing audience has not beheld Him, nor has any human at any time, their unconditional 

and personal love for Him must be based on what He has accomplished for them as a result of His 

character.  The character of God, and the actions which God accomplished as a result of His character, 

are the motivators for unconditional and personal love for Him.  Those who have unconditional and 

personal love for God are motivated to love fellow believers as a result of God’s love being made 

complete within them.  
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1 John 4:13 

“By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.”  (NASB) 

“By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirt.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“In the sphere of this we know that in the sphere of  Him we abide 

             

and He in the sphere of  us because out of the source of the 

   .”  (NA23) 

Spirit  of Him He gave  us.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

“In the sphere of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to know experientially that in the sphere of Him, an initiator, we really 

perform the continuous type of action to remain and, logically related, He, an initiator, in the sphere of 

us because out of the source of the Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of 

Him, an initiator, He really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to 

give us.” 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is able to know whether he is operating in fellowship with the Father. 

2.  If the believer is operating in fellowship with the Father then the Father is operating in fellowship 

with the believer. 

3.  Fellowship with God for the believer requires that the believer submit himself, including his thought 

process and volition, to the Father for the Father’s direction. 

4.  The believer can have fellowship with the Father as a result of Jesus having paid his legal debt for his 

own personal sin. 

5.  Whether the believer is operating from a position of fellowship with the Father is dependent upon 

the believer’s confession of known sin. 

6.  While fellowship between the Father and His children (believers) is shared with each other, the 

believer must enter into fellowship by placing himself underneath the Father. 

7.  The Father is the One to whom the believer must match, as opposed to the Father matching Himself 

to the believer for the purpose of entering into and possessing fellowship. 

8.  While the believer is operating in fellowship, the Father is operating within the believer through the 

filling ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

9.  It is the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit of God working in the believer that is the evidence by which 

the believer is able to experientially understand that he is abides in fellowship with the Father. 

10.  The filling ministry of the Holy Spirit only occurs in fellowship with the Father when the believer 

operates spiritually under the control of the Holy Spirit’s leadership. 
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Conclusion: 

John identifies that believers are to recognize their state of operation through the evidence within them.  

Is the Holy Spirit controlling them through His filling ministry?  Or is their lust controlling them through 

its various impulses and compulsions?  If the Holy Spirit, given to the believer at the moment of 

salvation, is not operating in them through His filling ministry then the believer is not in fellowship, 

abiding with the Father.  The believer is able to have confidence concerning his operation in fellowship 

with God by the witness of the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
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1 John 4:14 

“And we have beheld and bear witness that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.”  

(NASB) 

“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“And we have beheld and affirm through testimony that the  Father 

      .” (NA23) 

has commissioned the Son Savior  of the world.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

And, logically related, we really participated in the action of being acted upon in a completed action in 

the past with results continuing on to behold and understand the essence of what was beheld, and, 

logically related, we really perform the continuous type of action to affirm through testimony that the 

Father, based on initiation, has really performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to send with the battle plan and authority to carry it out the Son, an initiator, Savior, 

based on initiation, of the world, based on initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  Believers have understood that God sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.  

2.  Believers affirm through their personal testimony that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of 

the world.  

3.  It is logical that believers affirm the sending of the Son by the Father to be the Savior of the world as 

a result having beheld Jesus (directly for John and those alive during His life on earth; indirectly for those 

who behold His life through testimony or revelation).  

4.  The Father commissioned the Son to be the Savior of the world, sending Him into the world with the 

battle plan for redeeming humanity, and the authority to carry it out.  

5.  The Son is the One who has saved the world from the wages and penalty of sin. 

6.  Only those who depend upon the Son to be their personal Savior have their sins forgiven and His 

righteousness imputed to them. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that he and the other believers to whom he is writing have directly observed the Son as 

the One whom the Father sent into the world to be the Savior of the world.  This stands in contrast to 

verse 12 wherein John identifies that no a single individual has at any time beheld the essence of God 

(the Father).  Those alive during Jesus’ life on earth leading up to His salvific work on the cross have 

beheld His essence and those who accepted Him as their personal Savior have affirmed with their own 

testimony that the Father sent Jesus, the Son of God, to be the Savior of the world. 
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1 John 4:15 

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”  (NASB) 

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”  (NKJV) 

“      ‘    

“Whoever, if, maybe he confesses that Jesus  is the Son 

            

the God (Father), the God (Father) in the sphere of  him abides and 

     .”  (NA21) 

him in the sphere of  the God (Father).”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

Whoever, an initiator, if, maybe he will, maybe he won’t, perform the action in a point in time to 

agree that Jesus, an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of 

being the Son, based on initiation, of the God, an initiator; the God, an initiator, in the sphere of him, 

an initiator, He really performs the continuous type of action to abide and, logically related, him, an 

initiator, in the sphere of the God, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  Any individual who performs the action to agree that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s Son will initiate the 

action of God abiding in him. 

2.  Confession identifies a mental agreement as expressed through communication (either prayerful or 

verbal) to a specific reality. 

3.  Any individual who agrees concerning the reality that Jesus is the Son of God is affirming his 

agreement regarding all that Jesus of Nazareth accomplished. 

4.  When any individual initiates the action to confess that Jesus is the Son of God, then God abides in 

him. 

5.  The converse is also true as a result of the confession of Jesus as the Son of God. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that a personal relationship with God is available to any and all who choose to confess 

that Jesus is the Son of God.  While he is speaking to believers, he identifies that all individuals can 

become believers when they confess Jesus to be the Son of God, affirming all that He accomplished 

concerning the propitiation for humanity’s sins. 
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1 John 4:16 

“And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us.  God is love, and the one 

who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”  (NASB) 

“And we have known and believed the love that God has for us.  God is love, and he who abides in love 

abides in God, and God in him.”  (NKJV) 

“         

“And we have known and have believed  the unconditional love which 

            

He has, the God, in the sphere of  us. The God love is, and 

              

the abiding  in the sphere of  the unconditional love in the sphere of 

          .”  (NA21) 

the God abides and the God in the sphere of  him abides.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

And, logically related, we really have performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to know experientially and, logically related, we really have performed the completed 

action in the past with results continuing on to place our dependency upon the self-sacrificial love 

which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives from the object or person 

being loved because of the integrity and volition of the One loving, based on response, which, based 

on response, He really performs the continuous type of action to possess as His own, the God, an 

initiator, in the sphere of us.  The God, an initiator, self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being 

given regardless of the response it receives from the object or person being loved because of the 

integrity and volition of the One loving, based on response, He really performs the continuous type of 

action to exist in the state of being, and, logically related, the initiator performing the continuous type 

of action to abide as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation, in the sphere of the self-

sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives from the 

object or person being loved because of the integrity and volition of the one loving, based on 

response, in the sphere of the God, an initiator, he really performs the continuous type of action to 

abide and, logically related, the God, an initiator, in the sphere of him, an initiator, He really performs 

the continuous type of action to abide. 

Principles: 

1.   Believers have an experiential knowledge of unconditional love as a result of accepting God’s Son, 

sent in unconditional love for humanity, first in terms of salvation, and second in terms of fellowship 

with God.  

2.  Such unconditional love was experientially known in the past by the believer with the result that the 

believer possesses experiential knowledge of unconditional love continuing on beyond the moment of 

salvation and those subsequent moments of operation in fellowship with the Father.  



1 John 4:16 
Summary Review 

3.  Believers have a dependency placed upon God’s unconditional love as a result of placing their 

dependency upon God’s Son for salvation, and their subsequent relationship with God the Father. 

4.  Such dependence upon God’s unconditional love to have provided first a Messiah and, second, a 

relationship through that Messiah for all those who believe, was positioned in the past with the result 

that a dependency upon said unconditional love continues on from the moment of salvation to those 

subsequent moments of operation in fellowship with the Father.  

5. Having come to possess experiential knowledge of God’s unconditional love through salvation and 

subsequent fellowship, it is logical then that believers place their dependency upon God’s unconditional 

love to carry out its specific work in their life.  

6.  It is God’s unconditional love for believers which motivates the positive believer to obedience 

through submission to the structure of the believer’s relationship with his Heavenly Father.  

7.  The love which has been experientially known and depended upon to work in their life is that very 

unconditional love which is possessed by God in His character.  

8.  God performs the action to exist in the state of being unconditional love. 

9.  The believer who initiates the action to abide in the sphere of unconditional love is initiating the 

action to abide in God. 

10.  The action of abiding in the sphere of unconditional love is performed by the believer who operates 

in fellowship with God through volitional submission to the Father following confession of known sin. 

11.  While obedient to God in fellowship, the believer performs the action to abide in unconditional 

love. 

12.  While the believer abides in unconditional love, and thus God because God is unconditional love, 

God also abides in the believer. 

13.  This type of abidance is referring to operation within the sphere of unconditional love, the same 

location wherein God operates. 

14.  The moment the believer sins, he ceases to operate within in the sphere of unconditional love, has 

left fellowship with the Father, and must repent in his thought process, then confess his sin to the 

Father. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that operation in unconditional love is the location wherein the believer is to operate.  

This can only be accomplished in fellowship.  The believer possesses the experiential knowledge, and 

therefore, understanding, of unconditional love as a result of having accepted Jesus Christ as personal 

Savior and placing his dependency upon God’s love to produce fruit in his life.  The believer and his 

Heavenly Father operate together while the believer abides in unconditional love. 
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1 John 4:17 

“By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as 

He is, so also are we in this world.”  (NASB) 

“Love has been perfected among us in this:  that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because 

as He is, os are we in this world.”  (NKJV) 

“           ' 

“In the sphere of this it has been made complete, the unconditional love with 

         

us, in order that confidence we may have in the sphere of  the day 

           

(of) the judgment; because according to how that One is and we  

      ” (NA21) 

are in the sphere of  the world system this.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

In the sphere of this, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, it really has been acted 

upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be made complete the self-

sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives from the one 

being loved because of the integrity and volition of the One loving, based on response, with reference 

to us, the recipients of the action: in order that boldness to speak freely and openly as a result of 

confident standing with another party, based on response, we might perform the continuous type of 

action to have in the sphere of the day, based on response, of the judgment, based on response; 

because, according to how that One, being an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action 

to exist being, and, in the same manner, we really perform the continuous type of action to exist in 

the state of being in the sphere of the world system, based on initiation, this. 

Principles: 

1.  God’s love has been made complete with reference to believers. 

2.  The completion of God’s love in believers is accomplished in each believer at their individual moment 

of personal belief and produces results which continue on in the believer. 

3.  The provision for God’s love being made complete in all those who believe was provided in the 

moment in which Jesus of Nazareth paid the debt for all of humanity’s sins. 

4.  In the moment of Jesus’ spiritual death, and consequent physical death, the resources for each 

individual were made available for disbursement to all. 

5.  Those that depend upon Jesus to pay their own penalty on their behalf have those resources 

disbursed to them in the moment of their belief. 

6.  The receiving of the completion of God’s love with reference to the believer is the tool by which the 

believer has confidence before God in daily life, but also when faced with the Judgment Seat of Christ 

evaluation directly following the rapture of the church. 
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8.  It is in the sphere of receiving the completion of God’s love that the believer is able to stand 

confidently with God and speak freely and openly with boldness before Jesus and the Father. 

9.  The act of God to make His love complete in those who believe results in the believer’s great 

confidence before the Supreme and Almighty God of the Universe and the King of Kings. 

10.  The same act occurred in order that the believer would have the potential to stand before Him with 

confidence. 

11.  While the potential which is created is expressed in the passage, it is the believer’s actual 

possession of confidence before God which is the focal point. 

12.  The believer’s confidence before God is the result of God’s love, not the works of the believer. 

13.  As a result, when the believer faces his personal evaluation of works at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 

his boldness to speak freely and openly is based on God’s love, not on whether his personal works are 

good or bad. 

14.  The believer’s good works will be tried through fire and come out as precious stones and jewels; 

rewards for the believer’s faithful operation. 

15.  The believer’s bad works will be tried through fire and come out burned up in the same manner as 

wood, hay, and stubble is burned up; forever removed from the believer’s history. 

16.  Thus, only the believer’s good works will be remembered for eternity, with God’s love and grace 

judging the bad works of the believer into nonexistence. 

17.  Such is the case because the believer is currently in union with Christ who is spiritually alive and 

operating. 

18.  While in the world system, the believer is spiritually alive and operates either spiritually or carnally. 

19.  Spiritual operation produces good works, carnal operation produces bad works. 

20.  Those works which remain are only those which have been founded in the believer’s union with 

Jesus Christ the Lord. 

21.  The believer exists in the world system in the same manner in which Christ exists in heaven, united 

together as spiritual beings accomplishing spiritual works. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that the confidence which is the possession of believers is the result of God’s love being 

made complete with reference to believers.  It is believers who are the recipients of the completion of 

God’s love because they have depended upon Jesus’ spiritual death and resurrection to take the penalty 

for their personal sins.  As a result their certificate of debt for sin is marked “Paid in Full” by God and His 

manifestation of love toward all humanity becomes made complete within those who have believed. 
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1 John 4:18 

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one 

who fears is not perfected in love.”  (NASB) 

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.  But he who 

fears has not been made perfect in love.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“Fear  not exists in the sphere of  the unconditional love  

'          

but the completed unconditional love out it casts the fear on account of 

        

the fear punishment it has the2 but1 fearing  not he has been completed 

    .”  (NA23) 

in the sphere of  the unconditional love.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

Focused consideration of the attributes and characteristics of something which causes one to carefully 

consider his own actions, based on initiation, not it really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being in the sphere of the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given 

regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and volition of the one loving based on 

response to the needs of the one being loved but, on the other hand, the completed self-sacrificial 

love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives because of the 

integrity and volition of the one loving based on response to the needs of the one being loved out it 

really performs the continuous type of action to move from one location to another through use of 

forceful and purposeful motion the focused consideration of the attributes and characteristics of 

something which causes one to carefully consider his own actions, based on initiation, on account of 

the focused consideration of the attributes and characteristics of something which causes one to 

carefully consider his own actions, based on initiation, infliction of suffering or pain as a result of 

chastisement for failure to meet a determined standard, based on initiation, it really performs the 

continuous type of action to possess as its own, but, slightly different in focus or scope, the initiator 

participating in the continuous type of action of being acted upon to be focused in consideration of 

the attributes and characteristics of something which causes one to carefully consider his own actions 

as a matter of principle based on his own initiation, not he has been really acted upon in a completed 

action in the past with results continuing on to be made complete in the sphere of the self-sacrificial 

love which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives because of the 

integrity and volition of the one loving based on response to the needs of the one being loved. 

Principle: 

1.  Fear is a mental thought process which results from focused consideration on the attributes and 

characteristics of something, which, in turn, causes one to carefully consider past, present, or future 
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action, or which initiates a predetermined reaction of an individual to that which is feared. 

2.  Fear cannot and does not exist within the limits and boundaries of unconditional love. 

3.  Unconditional love casts out fear from within its boundaries, removing it from all that are within the 

sphere of unconditional love. 

4.  The nature of unconditional love is one of encouragement, exhortation, and discipline, all of which 

are the result of pursuing what is best for the individual being loved. 

5.  The nature of fear is one of discouragement, destruction, and punishment, all of which are initiated 

by the one fearing as a result of his focus on the attributes and characteristics of the thing which he 

fears. 

6.  Fear always carries with it the idea of inflicting suffering or pain for failing to meet a standard or 

expectation. 

7.  Punishment is used as the attribute or characteristic which, when focused upon, produces fear in the 

individual to avoid the negative consequence of failing to meet the standard or expectation. 

8.  Both unconditional love and fear are motivators of the human soul. 

9.  Unconditional love creates a response in the one being loved toward the one doing the loving. 

10.  Fear initiates a focus upon the negative consequence of failing to meet a standard or expectation. 

11.  While unconditional love and fear are both motivators of the human soul, they cannot 

simultaneously motivate an individual for they cannot simultaneously exist within the same boundaries. 

12.  Unconditional love is a far more effective motivator of the human soul since it is rooted in giving 

and pursuing what is best rather than giving to the individual something which is not desired. 

13.  Kosmos Diabolos, Satan’s world system, operates upon fear and uses fear to motivate individuals 

toward desired behavior. 

14.  Kosmos Theos, God’s world system, operates upon unconditional love and uses unconditional love 

to motivate individuals towards desired behavior. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that fear and love are opposites which function on two different basic foundations.  The 

believer does not need to fear the negative consequence of separation from God for eternity because 

God’s love has been made complete in him as result of his dependence upon Jesus of Nazareth to take 

away the penalty for his sins.  Without the removal of the penalty for his sins, there would be fear in the 

believer.  However, the removal of the penalty for his sins allows him to be free from fear and the 

negative consequence of eternal suffering and pain in separation from God.  The unbeliever, however, 

retains the negative consequence and its fear of eternal suffering and pain in separation from God until 

such a time as he depends upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the “Lamb of God which takes away the sins of 

the world.” 
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1 John 4:19 

“We love, because He first loved us.”  (NASB) 

“We love Him, because He first loved us.”  (NKJV) 

“         

“We  unconditionally love on account of Him first   

   .”  (NA23) 

having unconditionally loved  us all.”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

We have the potential to perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner 

which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives because of the integrity and 

volition of the one loving based on response to the needs of the one being loved on account of Him, 

an initiator, first, based on initiation, really performing the action in a point in time to self-sacrificially 

love in a manner which manifests itself in being given regardless of the response it receives because of 

the integrity and volition of the one loving based on response to the needs of the one being loved us 

all. 

Principles: 

1.  The potential for the believer to love others exists only because God Himself has first loved the 

believer. 

2.  Prior to God’s Holy Spirit indwelling the believer and the believer being spiritually born from above, 

the individual is incapable of unconditional love. 

3.  It is God’s love manifested toward all of humanity which provided humanity with volition with which 

humanity could choose to obey or disobey, to accept or to reject, Him. 

4.  It is God’s love manifested toward all of humanity which provided sinful humanity with the necessary 

payment for their sins, Jesus’ spiritual and physical death upon the cross of Calvary. 

5.  It is God’s love manifested in all who believe upon Jesus as their personal Savior which provides the 

believer with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, with emphasis on spiritual birth 

from above and the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit. 

6.  It is God’s love manifested in all who believe which provides, through grace, all that the believer 

needs to accomplish the will of God for his life. 

7.  It is God’s love made complete within all who believe which leads the believer in the spiritual growth 

process. 

8.  It is God’s love made complete within all who believe which develops in the believer the capacity to 

unconditionally love others. 

9.  Without God’s love being made complete in the believer, the believer would not have the potential 

to unconditionally love anyone. 

10.  The capacity and ability of the believer to unconditionally love others, including God, is based on 

response to the development of spiritual maturity in the believer. 

11.  The development of spiritual maturity in the believer is based on the unconditional love which God 
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revealed, manifested, and completed within those who accept His Son to be the necessary propitiation 

for their debt of sin. 

12.  No one who knows not God in an experiential manner can perform the action to unconditionally 

love others. 

13.  It is, therefore, the love of God which is the cause of the believer’s potential to unconditionally love. 

14.  It is, however, the integrity and volition of the believer which carries out the unconditional love of 

God towards all humanity. 

15.  Unconditional love is spiritually accomplished, and therefore, must be spiritually empowered 

through a right relationship with the God of the universe. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies to his believing audience that God’s love is the basis and cause of their potential to love 

others in an unconditional manner which continues to love them regardless of the response received.  

Furthermore, John establishes that while the potential exists, the believer must choose to allow spiritual 

maturity to develop within him for the purpose of creating in him the capacity to unconditionally love.  

Having then the spiritual maturity to unconditionally love, the believer is left to his own volition 

concerning the utilization of that unconditional love.   
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1 John 4:20 

“If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”  (NASB) 

“If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”  (NKJV) 

“            

“If, maybe, anyone  says that “I love  the God” and  

          

the brother  of him he disallows the claim, misrepresenter of reality he exists being, 

          

the for not self-sacrificially loving the brother  of him whom he has seen 

        .” (NA21)

the God whom not he has seen not inherent power  to love.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

If, maybe or maybe not, anyone, an initiator, might perform the action in a point in time to say that, “I 

really perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which continues to 

love regardless of the response received from the object being loved because of the integrity and 

volition of the one loving the God, an initiator” and, logically related, the brother, based on initiation, 

of him, an initiator, he might perform the continuous type of action to disallow the claim of, 

misrepresenter of reality, based on response, he really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being.  For, the initiator not performing the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially 

love in a manner which continues to love regardless of the response received from the object being 

loved because of the integrity and volition of the one loving as a matter of principle, the brother, 

based on initiation, of him, an initiator, whom he really has performed the completed action in the 

past with results continuing on to see, pay attention to, and understand as a result, the God, an 

initiator, whom not he has really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing 

on to see, pay attention to, and understand as a result, not he really participates in the continuous 

type of action of being acted upon to have the natural inherent power to perform the continuous type 

of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which continues to love regardless of the response 

received from the object being loved because of the integrity and volition of the one loving as a 

matter of purpose. 

Principles: 

1.  If a believer identifies that he is self-sacrificially loving God, but is not simultaneously loving his 

brother, then he misrepresents reality. 

2.  Self-sacrificial love of God identifies obedience to God. 

3.  If a believer is truly loving God in a self-sacrificial manner then he is also simultaneously obeying 

God’s commands. 
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4.  Since believers are commanded to love one another, failure to do so identifies that the believer is not 

self-sacrificially loving God. 

5.  True self-sacrificial love for God identifies that all commands are obeyed because the believer is 

completely denying himself in all arenas, has crucified himself so that he operates apart from pursuing 

his own objectives. 

6.  Believers misrepresent the reality concerning what self-sacrificial love for God is when they falsely 

believe that they are loving God self-sacrificially but are not obeying Him in all areas of life. 

7.  The reality is that that believer’s love for God is not self-sacrificial (agape) love, but is rather a 

responsive type of love (phileo) based on what God does for the believer rather than on the believer’s 

own integrity and volition. 

8.  When the believer misunderstands his own love for God to be self-sacrificial, when in reality it is 

responsive to what God has done, then the believer also misunderstands his love towards other 

believers as being self-sacrificial when it is responsive to what the other believer is doing. 

9.  Since the believer is responding to what the other believer is doing, his love for that believer will be 

subjected to his own personal taste or distaste for that believer’s actions and expressions. 

10.  This is, in reality, not self-sacrificial love for the fellow believer which would require an unchanging 

mental attitude from which flows out the pursuit of what is best for the other believer regardless of that 

believer’s actions or expressions. 

11.  If love for another believer, or for God, is based on that which the other believer does, or on what 

God does, then it is by definition not self-sacrificial, but is rather, responsive in nature. 

12.  Responsive love leaves its expression to the personal taste or distaste of the individual’s palate for 

another’s actions and expression. 

13.  If a believer rejects the claim of his fellow believer than he is also rejecting the command of God to 

love his fellow believer. 

14.  By separating from the other believer through rejecting the righteous relationship established with 

each other by the Father through spiritual rebirth, the believer is choosing to place his own desire 

towards the other believer above his self-sacrificial love toward God. 

15.   The reality is that when a believer rejects the claim of a spiritual brother or sister upon his life, he is 

simultaneously rejecting the Father’s command to love fellow believers. 

16.  Self-sacrificial love is rooted in understanding the needs of another, not in responding to that which 

the other is producing. 

17.  As a result, self-sacrificial love requires that one ignores that which the other is producing through 

their actions for the purpose of evaluating what needs are present to pursue. 

18.  Self-sacrificial love for God requires that the believer not pursue anything other than what is best 

for God. 

19.  What is best for God is His glorification, which is accomplished through obediently responding to 

the Holy Spirit’s leadership with positive volition in order to carry out the will of God. 

20.  When an individual pursues a course of action initiated by them and apart from the Father’s 

initiation to them, they are not self-sacrificially loving God, but instead are loving themselves. 

21.  Self-sacrificial love for God is based on seeing Him for who He is, paying attention to Him, and 

understanding Him as a result.  

22.  By seeing God and understanding Him as a result of what was seen, the believer recognizes His glory 
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and responds by subjecting his own free will to the Father. 

23.  The believer, by choosing to love in response to their fellow believer’s actions, participates in being 

removed from the power source of self-sacrificial love, which is the Father. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies to his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ that they are misinterpreting their love for 

their fellow believers as self-sacrificial, when it is based on response to their own palate for their fellow 

believer’s actions and expressions.  He cuts to the heart of the matter, addressing the reality that this 

does not flow from an individual who is self-sacrificially loving God, because no one who is self-

sacrificially loving God will disobey Him.  The reality, John identifies, is that the believer cannot both self-

sacrificially love God and reject the claim of his fellow believer upon his life.  The claim is given to him by 

God who made all believers His spiritual children.  Rejection of that claim creates a familial disharmony 

which is dealt with by a loving Father through discipline. 
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“And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.”  

(NASB) 

“And this commandment we have from Him:  that he who loves God must love his brother also.”  (NKJV) 

“     ’    

“And this  the instruction we have away from Him in order that 

             

the unconditionally loving the God might unconditionally love and the  

 .” (NA21)  

brother  of him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, this, based on response, the instructive command, based on response, we really 

perform the continuous type of action to possess as our own away from the source of Him, an 

initiator, in order that the initiator performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to 

self-sacrificially love in a manner which continues to love regardless of the type of response it receives 

from the object being loved because of the integrity and volition of the one loving based on his own 

initiation the God, an initiator, we might simultaneously perform the continuous type of action to self-

sacrificially love in a manner which continues to love regardless of the type of response it receives 

from the object being loved because of the integrity and volition of the one loving, and, logically 

related, the brother, based on initiation, of him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  There is a logical relationship which exists between John’s previous teaching from 1 John 4:7 for the 

beloved to “love one another” and verse 21. 

2.  The instruction concerning the command given in verse 7 is given by God the Father to the believer 

for the purpose of creating in him the potential to carry out the command to love one another. 

3.  God’s instruction concerning the nature of unconditional love, its manifestations, characteristics, and 

results are combined together in order to equip the child of God with the necessary information in order 

to carry out the command given him in verse 7. 

4.  By defining unconditional love and expressing its manifestations, characteristics, and results, the God 

equips the believer to identify his own successes and failures in performing the action to unconditionally 

love. 

5.  It is this instruction which gives the believer the potential to genuinely carry out the command to love 

one another. 

6.  The expression of unconditional love from the believer to his fellow brother is dependent upon his 

performing the action to unconditionally love God. 

7.  While the believer performs the action to unconditionally love God, he is capable of unconditionally 

loving his brother. 

8.  The potential for the believer to carry out the command of verse 7 is found in his performing the 

action to unconditionally love God. 
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9.  Without unconditionally loving God, the believer is incapable of carrying out the command to love his 

brother in Christ. 

10.  It is this instruction which is given following verse 7 that equips the believer to understand the 

nature, manifestations, characteristics, and results of unconditional love. 

Conclusion: 

John’s discourse on unconditional love and the brotherly expression of it, one believer to another, 

concludes with his expression that God has equipped the believer to carry out the command to love one 

another through the believer’s relationship with Him.  It is when the believer loves God unconditionally 

that his expression of love can then flow to the brothers and sisters which are members of the royal 

family of God as well.  The reality of unconditional love is that it remains first and foremost a choice of 

the subject to love God first and his brother second. 
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1 John 5:1 

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child 

born of Him.”  (NASB) 

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also 

loves him who is begotten of Him.”  (NKJV) 

“     ‘     

“Each one the believing that Jesus  is the Christ  

            

out of the source of the God he has been born and all the loving 

       ."  (NA23) 

the Begetting love the begotten  out of Him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

Each one, the initiator really performing the continuous type of action to place his dependency upon 

someone or something to carry out a specific task on his behalf as matter of principle based on his 

own initiation, on account of Jesus, an initiator, really performing the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being the anointed sacrifice, based on initiation, out of the source of the God, an 

initiator, he really has been acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to 

be born and, logically related, each one, the initiator really performing the continuous type of action 

to self-sacrificially love in a manner which continues to love regardless of the response he receives 

because of his own integrity and volition as a matter of principle based on his own initiation the One 

performing the action in a point in time in the past to birth as a matter of principle, based on His own 

initiation, he might perform the continuous type of action to self-sacrificially love in a manner which 

continues to love regardless of the response because of his integrity and volition, based on response, 

the initiator acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be born as a 

matter of principle, based on his own initiation out of the source of Him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  Each individual who depends upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the anointed sacrifice sent by the 

initiation of Elohim to take away the penalty for his sins is born from the source of God. 

2.  The belief upon Jesus of Nazareth is initiated by the one who believes.  

3.  His belief is a dependency he places through his own free will to depend upon Jesus to be the 

anointed sacrifice which propitiates sin for the entirety of humanity. 

4.  That which is depended upon is the fact that the man, Jesus of Nazareth, is indeed the Christ. 

5.  This dependency encompasses all that the man, Jesus of Nazareth proclaimed and accomplished in 

His role as the Christ. 

6.  Jesus of Nazareth really existed as the anointed sacrifice which God the Father sent to the world for 

the purpose of sacrificing Himself on behalf of the whole of sinful humanity. 

7.  The role of the anointed sacrifice was voluntarily assumed by God the Son, Who laid aside His rights 

and privileges as God for the form of man and was obedient to the Father in carrying out the salvific 
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work of the prophesied Messiah. 

8.  The work of the anointed sacrifice is based on the initiation of the Father to set forth a redemptive 

plan for Elohim to provide grace to humanity and mercy to all who believe. 

9.  Each individual who believes in Jesus of Nazareth as the anointed sacrifice sent by the Father to 

propitiate the debt of sin for humanity is then born from the source of God the Father. 

10.  The action of being born is spiritual in nature. 

11.  The action of being born is started and completed simultaneous to the belief of the individual that 

Jesus is the Christ. 

12.  The believing one is acted upon by the Father to be born spiritually from above. 

13.  God is spirit, therefore those whom He births are spirit also. 

14.  Humanity needs to be born of water and spirit in order to enter the Kingdom of God (cf. John 3:5-7). 

15.  Those who are born spiritually by God the Father are born based on their own initiation which is the 

moment of belief. 

16.  Being now spiritually alive in Christ and a spiritual creation in Christ, the believer has the potential to 

self-sacrificially love. 

17.  While the believer self-sacrificially loves the One from whom he was born, he has the potential to 

then love all the others who have also been born spiritually from the source of God. 

18.  The reality of the believer self-sacrificially loving his spiritual brother in Christ is based upon whether 

or not he self-sacrificially loves God the Father. 

19.  The believer has the potential to self-sacrificially love his brother in Christ, and indeed does, only 

when he is performing the action to self-sacrificially love the Father. 

20.  All those who have depended upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the anointed sacrifice are born 

spiritually and are therefore spiritually related as children of God the Father. 

Conclusion: 

 John shifts his attention to the common birth that each and every believer has because of their 

faith in Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ.  If believers self-sacrificially love God the Father then they are 

capable of self-sacrificially loving their fellow spiritual brothers.  As believers self-sacrificially love God 

the Father they also then self-sacrificially love their brothers in Him. 
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1 John 5:2 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His 

commandments.”  (NASB) 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.”  

(NKJV) 

“          

“In this we know that we love  the children of the God 

         

whenever the God we love  and the instructions of Him  

." (NA21) 

we perform.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

In the sphere of this, a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to know experientially that we really perform the continuous type of action 

to love in a self-sacrificial manner which manifests itself in giving regardless of the response it receives 

because of the integrity and volition of the one loving the children, based on response, of the God, an 

initiator, whenever the God, an initiator, we might perform the continuous type of action to love in a 

self-sacrificial manner which manifests itself in giving regardless of the response it receives because of 

the integrity and volition of the one loving and, logically related, the instructive commands, based on 

response, of Him, an initiator, we might perform the continuous type of action to perform. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer is able to know whether or not he loves fellow believers. 

2.  The location in which this knowledge is experientially known is based on whether or not the believer 

is self-sacrificially loving God and performing that which God has instructed. 

3.  The potential to self-sacrificially love believers is based on the reality of the believer self-sacrificially 

loving God and performing His instructions. 

4.  The believer who is in reality self-sacrificially loving God and performing His instructions establishes a 

tool by which he can experientially know that he self-sacrificially loves the children of God. 

5.  The believer’s self-sacrificial love for the children of God is rooted in obedience to God through 

fellowship with Him, rather than some personal motivation to self-sacrificially love the children of God. 

6.  Outside of fellowship with God, the believer is incapable of self-sacrificially loving the children of 

God. 

7.  In the believer’s relationship with God, he responds to the instructions of God in all areas while in 

fellowship with God. 

8.  While out of fellowship with God, the believer responds to his sin nature to either pursue a pattern of 

lust in the areas of pride, sensuality, or materialism, or the believer responds to his sin nature to pursue 

human good through or human bad through good works or worthless works. 

9.  While out of fellowship with God, the believer may, under the behavioral trend of human good, self-
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righteously produce those actions which have the appearance of self-sacrificial love, but are in reality 

counterfeits. 

10.  The believer does not prove that He loves God by his self-righteous fulfillment of a list of actions or 

works, but rather by his submission to the Father through fellowship and the filling ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. 

11.  The filling ministry of the Holy Spirit saturates the believer in fellowship to the point of control (this 

saturation is the result of obeying the Holy Spirit as he leads). 

12.  It is the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit which leads the believer in performing the instructions of 

God and the Holy Spirit to whom the believer responds in performing the instructions of God. 

13.  The experiential knowledge of the believer that he self-sacrificially loves the children of God is 

located within the sphere of the believer self-sacrificially loving God and performing His instructions 

while under the filling of the Holy Spirit in fellowship with the Father. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that the believer’s experiential knowledge that he is self-sacrificially loving God’s children 

is found in the sphere of the believer’s walk with the Father in performing the Father’s instructions.  The 

distinction is that the believer’s self-sacrificial love for the children of God comes from out of the self-

sacrificial love of the believer for God.  The believer who self-sacrificially loves God performs all of the 

instructions of God, including the instruction to self-sacrificially love the children of Him.  John’s 

identification to his believing audience is that their love for the children of God is able to be 

experientially known in those times when they are self-sacrificially loving God and performing His 

instructions. 
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1 John 5:3 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 

burdensome.”  (NASB) 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not 

burdensome.”  (NKJV) 

“            

“this2 For1 is the self-sacrificial love of the God in order that the 

         

instructive commands of Him we keep and the instructive commands of Him 

  .”  (NA21) 

burdensome not they are.”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

For, the cause of the previous statement, this, based on response, really performs the continuous type 

of action to exist in the state of being the self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given 

regardless of the response it receives because of the volition and integrity of the one doing the loving, 

based on response, of the God, an initiator, in order that the instructive commands, based on 

response, of Him, an initiator, we might perform the continuous type of action to keep and, logically 

related, the instructive commands, based on response, of Him, an initiator, burdensome, based on 

response, not they really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.  

Principles: 

1.  The love of God is that His children keep His instructions. 

2.  The instructive commands of God are given based on response to the individual commands which the 

Father gives to His children concerning their behavior. 

3.  The individual commands given by the Father to His children express how the spiritual offspring of 

God are to behave. 

4.  In response to these individual commands governing the behavior of the children of God come the 

instructions teaching the child of God how to carry out the commands concerning their behavior. 

5.  God does not place upon His children commands which are purely the result of His own pleasure, but 

rather which are the most beneficial to the behavior of His children. 

6.  God’s instructions concerning how to carry out the behavior of those belonging to Him educate the 

believer in what is best for them. 

7.  Self-sacrificial love pursues that which is best for another regardless of the response it receives from 

the other. 

8.  Self-sacrificial love is given in response to the integrity of the one loving who loves based on response 

to the needs of the individual being loved. 

9.  God the Father loves His children and commands them into behavior that is most beneficial to them, 

pursuing what is best for them in His commands to them. 

10.  Just as the commands of God are beneficial to His children so are the instructions for carrying out 
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those commands. 

11.  The love of God is produced in the believer when he walks in fellowship with God as a part of the 

fruit of the spirit. 

12.  It is the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit, which leads the submitted human spirit of the believer in 

fellowship, which directs the actions of the believer and provides the necessary power and resources for 

the believer to accomplish the instructions of God. 

13.  As a result of the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the supplication of the power and resources 

necessary to accomplish the commands of God, the believer in fellowship does not have to figure out his 

own direction, fulfill the command in his own power and strength, or use whatever resources he can 

scrounge together. 

14.  The burden of God’s command has been transferred from the believer to the Holy Spirit during the 

church age. 

15.  While the believer operates in fellowship with the Father he is under the leading and filling 

ministries of the Holy Spirit who provides all he needs in order to keep the commands of God. 

16.  The commands of God are not burdensome to the believer who operates in fellowship with the 

Father, submitted to the leadership of the Holy Spirit to guide, provide, and equip the believer to carry 

out the instructions of God. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that, to the believer in fellowship with the Father, the Father’s commands are 

not burdens to keep.  It is God’s love which gives the commands to the believer and the keeping of the 

command by the believer which manifests that which is beneficial to him.  Those who love God keep His 

commands and do so under the leading and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit. 
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1 John 5:4 

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-

our faith.”  (NASB) 

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the world-

our faith.”  (NKJV) 

“           

 “On account of  all the begotten  out of the God overcomes  

          

the world;  and this is the victory,  the overcoming 

     .”  (NA21) 

the world:  the faith  of us.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

On account of all the acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be 

born as a matter of principle, being a tool used to accomplish something, out of the source of the God, 

an initiator, it really performs the continuous type of action to have overwhelming victory over the 

world system, based on initiation; and, logically related, this, based on response, really performs the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the overwhelming victory, based on response, 

the performing the action in a point in time to have overwhelming victory over, as a matter of 

principle, based on response, the world system, based on initiation:  the dependency upon someone or 

something to carry out a specific task on one’s behalf, based on response, of us. 

Priniciples: 

1.  Everything which has been begotten from the source of God is overwhelmingly victorious over the 

world system. 

2.  In its fallen state, the world system operates under demonic thought translated into human 

viewpoint and perspectives. 

3.  The purpose of this translation is to deceive God’s own creation into establishing the kingdom of 

Satan on earth, and then ultimately to overthrow God’s kingdom. 

4.  However, that which is spiritually begotten from God, namely believers in His Son as their personal 

savior, overwhelmingly defeats that which is in this world. 

5.  Satan & Company & Associates are incapable of defeating God’s offspring which are born in response 

to possession of faith and who operate then in faith upon God and His Word. 

6.  Dependence upon Jesus of Nazareth for salvation overcomes the advance of Satan’s Kingdom in this 

world. 

7.  After salvation, dependence upon the filling and teaching ministries of the Holy Spirit in association 

with the Word of God overcomes the advance of satanic thought being promulgated by the believer. 

8.  The believer may betray his true kingdom by choosing to allow his sin nature to take the lead rather 

than the Holy Spirit. 

9.  During such times the believer is out of fellowship with the Father and is a friend to the world, thus 
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an enemy to God (cf. James 4:4). 

10.  The believer who is out of fellowship does not operate on faith upon God and His Word and is 

incapable of overcoming the satanic thought promulgated and progressing away from God’s standard in 

this world system. 

11.  Through confession of known sin (cf. 1 John 1:9), the believer is able to have his missing of the mark 

removed from upon him and all unrighteousness cleansed from him as well. 

12.  This places the believer back into harmony and fellowship with God for so long as the believer 

follows the Holy Spirit’s leadership. 

13.  As the believer operates dependent upon God and His Word through the filling and teaching 

ministries of the Holy Spirit he, through faith is able to overwhelmingly defeat the enemy as a soldier for 

God. 

14.  Since salvation is secure and the believer is born from God in a completed action in the past, with 

results continuing on, his faith has once and for all overcome the world system as led by Satan & 

Company. 

15.  It is faith, dependence upon God and His Word which allows the believer to be overwhelmingly 

victorious over the world system during his time on earth. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that the one who has been born from the source of God the Father through 

possession of faith in Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ has had overwhelming victory over the world 

system into which they were physically born.  It is possession of faith which provides the one born of 

God to be overwhelmingly victorious over the world system.
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1 John 5:5 

“Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  (NASB) 

“Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  (NKJV) 

“           

“Who is the overcoming one (over) the world system if not  

   ‘     ?” (NA21) 

the believing one that Jesus  is the Son of the God?”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation:  

ho, an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the initiator 

performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be overwhelmingly victorious 

over, based on his own initiation, the world system, based on initiation, if, as is the case, not the 

initiator performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to place his dependency 

upon something to carry out something specific on his behalf, based on his own initiation, that Jesus, 

an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the Son, based 

on initiation, of the God, an initiator? 

Principles: 

1.  Any individual who overcomes the world is in reality one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

2.  Those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God initiate and perform the action to be overwhelmingly 

victorious over the world system. 

3.  The world system was established based on the initiation of God in the historical account of Genesis 

1:1-26. 

4.  The current world system is fallen (cf. Gen 3:1-7) and is under the direct governing rule of Satan & 

Company (cf. John 12:31; 1 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:1-2). 

5.  The reality exists and is always the case that the one believing that Jesus is God’s Son has overcome 

the world system. 

6.  Jesus of Nazareth is emphatically and eternally God’s Son based on initiation. 

7.  Those who believe that Jesus is really God’s Son overcome the world as a result of their belief and 

subsequent association with the death and resurrection of Christ. 

8.  In parallel, those who believe that Jesus is God’s Son are created spiritually in Christ as new creatures 

by God the Father’s direction and the Holy Spirit’s generation of a human spirit in the believing one. 

9.  Jesus, the Son of God, overcame the world (cf.  John 16:33) and all those in Him have overcome the 

world because of their position in Him (cf. Revelation 3:21; Revelation 12:11). 

10.  In order for anyone to be an overcomer over this world system they must first believe that Jesus is 

God’s Son (includes the role He played as the Messiah, His death, and His resurrection). 

11.  The spiritual creation in Christ (those who have believed that He is God’s Son sent to pay the 

penalty for humanity’s sin in accordance with John 3:16-17) have victory over death and the grave 

because Jesus has victory over death and the grave (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57). 
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Conclusion: 

John identifies to his audience that believers have overcome the world system because of their position 

in Christ.  By believing that Jesus is the Son of God believers have performed the action to be victorious 

over the world system completely, but specifically in its fallen condition.  John identifies that their 

believing is the cause of their overcoming the world system.  Faith is the victory over the world system 

because it is by faith and through possession of faith that the believer is born spiritually from above by 

God in Christ.  The believer’s position in Christ is the source for his description as an overcomer.  It is 

because Christ overcame the world that those who are in Christ have performed the action to overcome 

the world through their faith that He is the Son of God. 
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1 John 5:6 

“This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water 

and with the blood.  It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is truth.”  (NASB) 

“This is He who came by water and blood-Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood.  And 

It is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.”  (NKJV) 

“     ’     

“This  is the coming one through  water  and blood, 

’           

Jesus  Christ;  not in the instrumentality of the  water  only 

’          

but, on the other hand in the instrumentality of the water and  

          

in the instrumentality of the blood;  And the Spirit  is  

        .  (NA21) 

the witness, on account of the Spirit  is the truth.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

This, an initiator, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the 

initiator performing the action in a point in time in the past to come as a matter of principle based on 

His own initiation through the instrumentality of the water, being a tool used to accomplish 

something, and blood, being a tool used to accomplish something, Jesus, an initiator, Anointed 

Sacrifice, based on initiation; not in the instrumentality of the water, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, only, but, on the other hand, in the instrumentality of the water, being a tool 

used to accomplish something, and in the instrumentality of the blood, being a tool used to accomplish 

something; and, logically related, the Spirit, being a tool used to accomplish something, He really 

performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the instrument performing the 

continuous type of action to testify concerning what has been witnessed as a matter of principle, 

being a tool used to accomplish something, on account of the Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, He really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being 

the representation of reality, based on response. 

Principles: 

1.  Jesus Christ is the member of the Godhead Who came to earth through the source of water and 

blood 

2.  The term “water” refers to the physical life of God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth, having been born of 

water birth. 

3.  The term “blood” refers to the sacrificial death of the life which circulated within God the Son, Jesus 

of Nazareth, both spiritual death and physical death. 
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4.  God the Son and Jesus of Nazareth are one and the same. 

5.  God the Son came to earth, born of water and containing spiritual life within His blood. 

6.  It is the spiritual life contained within the blood of Christ which provided the necessary payment for 

the sins of the world. 

7.  The Anointed Sacrifice had to be God in human flesh in order to be the mediator between God and 

man. 

8.  God the Son did not come to earth only through physical birth, but also through blood containing 

spiritual life. 

9.  The reference to “blood” identifies the trichotomous (body, soul, human spirit) nature of God the 

Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Anointed Sacrifice. 

10.  It is the Holy Spirit, which testifies with Jesus’ human spirit, which bears formal testimony of the 

physical nature and humanity of God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth. 

11.  The Holy Spirit is an accurate representative of reality concerning the humanity of God the Son, 

Jesus of Nazareth. 

Conclusion: 

 John is firming up his instruction that Jesus of Nazareth is God the Son.  As Cerinthus falsely 

taught his gnostic belief that Jesus was not true humanity, but merely a spiritual apparition, John’s 

counter instruction establishes the reality concerning God the Son’s humanity and uses the Holy Spirit as 

the ultimate witness concerning the reality of God the Son’s humanity during His time on earth. 
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1 John 5:7 

“For there are three that bear witness:”  (NASB)* 

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:  and these 

three are one.”  (NKJV) 

"      "  (NA21) 

“On account of  three being the testifying”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

On account of, an explanation of the previous statement, three, based on initiation, they really perform 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the [ones] performing the continuous type 

of action to give formal testimony as a matter of principle, based on their own initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  The formal testimony concerning Jesus Christ is witnessed in the physical life, sacrificial death, and 

testimony of the Holy Spirit concerning the Son of God. 

2.  The physical life of Jesus testifies of His true humanity. 

3.  The sacrificial death of Jesus Christ testifies of the nature of His coming to earth to be the Messiah. 

4.  The Holy Spirit testifies concerning the reality of Jesus Christ’s, God the Son’s, life and death. 

5.  The three witnesses initiate the action of testifying concerning Jesus Christ’s salvific work and its 

propitiatory function. 

Conclusion: 

 John explains to his believing audience that Jesus Christ’s humanity as a result of physical life, 

His sacrificial death through the shedding of His own blood wherein His spiritual and physical life was 

contained, and the Holy Spirit are witnesses which initiate testimony that Jesus Christ has overcome the 

world.  In Him, believers upon Him also overcome this world, taking hold of eternal life by faith in the 

grace of God. 



1 John 5:8 
Summary Review 

1 John 5:8 

“The Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”  (NASB) 

“And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three 

agree as one.”  (NKJV) 

“           

“the Spirit  and the water and the blood and the three 

   .”  (NA21) 

into the one they are.”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

The Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, and the water, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, and the blood, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, and the three, based on initiation, into the limitations of the one, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, they really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state 

of being. 

Principles: 

1.  The Holy Spirit is an instrument used to give formal testimony concerning God the Son, Jesus of 

Nazareth, the Christ. 

2.  The water refers to the physical life of Jesus Christ and is an instrument used to give formal testimony 

concerning God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 

3.  The blood refers to the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ through the shedding of His own blood 

wherein His spiritual and physical life was contained and is an instrument used to give formal testimony 

concerning God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 

4.  Each tool, the Holy Spirit, the physical life of Jesus, and the sacrificial death of Christ are witnesses in 

their own right. 

5.  All three tools combined together into one witness in harmony and exist as one formal testimony 

that Jesus Christ has overcome the world through His physical life and sacrificial death. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies the individual and combined testimony of the Holy Spirit, the physical life, and 

sacrificial death of Jesus Christ are tools used to give authoritative testimony concerning the reality that 

Jesus has overcome the world.  Each witness testifies in its own right and the testimony of all three 

harmonizes together, agreeing with each other concerning the reality of God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth, 

the Christ as being the One through whom those who believe overcome the world. 
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1 John 5:9 

“If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, 

that He has testified concerning His Son.”  (NASB) 

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He 

has testified of His Son.”  (NKJV) 

“           

If, as is the case, the witness  of the men  we  take hold of , the 

          

witness  of the God greater   it is on account of this it is the 

         

witness  of the God on account of He has testified  about the Son 

.” (NA21) 

of Him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

If, as is the case, the witness, based on response, of the men, being initiators, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to take hold of the witness, based on response, of the God, an initiator, 

greater in quality of character, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being on account of this, based on response, it really performs the continuous type 

of action to exist in the state of being the witness, based on response, of the God, an initiator, on 

account of Him really performing the completed action in the past with results continuing on to give 

formal testimony about the Son, an initiator, of Him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  The biblical acceptance of witness testimony required a minimum of two witnesses but called for two 

to three witnesses (cf. Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6; John 8:17-18). 

2.  The witness of men is based on response to that which they have observed and then formally testify 

concerning in front of the proper authorities. 

3.  The witness of God is based on response to what He knows concerning the reality of that which is 

being testified. 

4.  The witness of men is limited to the observation and perception and bias of the witness. 

5.  The witness of God is not limited to anything, including bias, but is perfect in its testimony. 

6.  As a result of God’s character in comparison to man’s the witness of God is better in the quality of 

the testimony because it is not subject to human finitude and limitations. 

7.  The reality is that God has indeed testified concerning His Son (cf. Matthew 3:17; Luke 9:35; John 

5:37-38) 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies the reality that his believing audience was receiving the testimony of specific 
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men:  Cerinthus and John himself.  In receiving the contradictory testimony, John invokes the testimony 

of God the Father as the greater testimony over Cerinthus and his own.  He has already identified that 

the Spirit has testified and adds to His testimony the testimony of God the Father who has Himself 

testified concerning His Son. 
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1 John 5:10 

“The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe 

God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning 

His Son.”  (NASB) 

“He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made 

Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“The believing into the Son of the God has the witness 

          

in him. The not believing the God misrepresenter of reality  

         

he has made Him because not he has believed into the witness   

        .”  (NA21) 

that He has testified  the God concerning the Son of Him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

The initiator performing the continuous type of action to depend upon someone or something to 

accomplish something specific as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation, into the sphere of 

the Son, an initiator, of the God, an initiator, he really performs the continuous type of action to 

possess as his own the witness, based on response, in the sphere of him.  The initiator not performing 

the continuous type of action to depend upon someone or something to accomplish something 

specific as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation, the God, an initiator, misrepresentation of 

reality, based on initiation, he really has performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to credit with performing Him, an initiator, on account of not really performing the 

completed action in the past with results continuing on to depend upon someone or something to 

accomplish something specific into the witness, based on response, that, based on response, He really 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to give formal testimony the 

God, an initiator, concerning the Son, an initiator, of Him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  One who places their dependency upon another does so based on their own initiation. 

2.  Dependency upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ and to have paid one’s personal debt for sin is a 

matter of principle. 

3.  Those who believe Jesus is the Christ are placed into Him (cf. John 3:16, Eph. 1:3ff). 

4.  It is their dependency which moves them from outside of Him (in condemnation; cf. John 3:17), into 

Him (cf. John 3:16, John 11:25-26, Eph. 1:3ff). 

5.  Simultaneous to their dependency upon Christ, the believing one possesses the witness of eternal life 

as his own witness. 

6.  Eternal life is the witness within the believer concerning the reality of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
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God, the Christ, paying the necessary payment for the propitiation of their own sins. 

7.  Those who choose not to depend upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ and to have paid their 

personal debt for sin charge God with misrepresenting reality. 

8.  The failure to depend upon Jesus of Nazareth to have paid their personal debt for sin is based on 

their own initiation. 

9.  While the unbeliever maintains his rejection of Jesus of Nazareth to be their Savior, he has the 

continuous result of charging God with misrepresenting reality. 

10 .  The unbeliever’s charge of God with misrepresenting reality is the result of his failure to depend 

upon the testimony given by God concerning His Son, evident in Jesus’ eternal life and resurrection from 

death. 

Conclusion: 

John identifies that all those who place their dependency upon Jesus of Nazareth as their personal 

Savior have within them the eternal life of God as a testimony within them concerning who exactly Jesus 

of Nazareth is.  Those who believe do so based on their own initiation to depend upon the testimony of 

God that Jesus is the One who paid the sin debt for all of humanity.  Those who do not believe that Jesus 

of Nazareth is the One who paid their sin debt declare God to be a liar since He has given testimony 

concerning the reality of who His Son is.  Those who do not believe that Jesus is the Christ do so based 

on their own initiation.  The believer acquires at the moment of his belief the testimony of God within 

him. 
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1 John 5:11 

“And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”  (NASB) 

“And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“And this it is the witness  that spiritual life eternal  He gave 

              

the God us and this the spiritual life in the sphere of  the  

  .”  (NA23)

Son of Him it is.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, this, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being the witness, based on response, that spiritual life, based on response, not having 

beginning or end, based on response, He really performed the action in a point in time in the past to 

give, the God, an initiator, us and, logically related, this, based on response, the spiritual life, based on 

response, in the sphere of the Son, an initiator, of Him, an initiator, it really performs the continuous 

type of action to exist in the state of being. 

Principles: 

1.  The witness concerning Jesus of Nazareth as being God the Son is the eternal spiritual life possessed 

by the believer. 

2.  Spiritual life is described as “not having beginning or end” (eternal). 

3.  The believer possesses eternal spiritual life at the moment of dependency upon Jesus to be God the 

Son, their personal Savior. 

4.  Spiritual life is based on the individual’s response of acceptance to the gospel message which reveals 

the reality concerning the sinner’s need for a savior and Jesus of Nazareth having paid the necessary 

penalty for the sinner to have his sins propitiated. 

5.  God is the giver of spiritual life within the believer through the generation of the human spirit by the 

Holy Spirit simultaneous to the individual’s possession of faith upon Jesus Christ. 

6.  God initiated the giving of spiritual life to all those who believe by making spiritual life available to all 

those who take hold of His grace by faith upon His Son to be the Christ. 

7.  All believers have been given by God eternal spiritual life by virtue of their possession of faith alone in 

Christ alone and their consequent location in Him. 

8.  Spiritual life performs the continuous type of action to exist within the sphere of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: 

John culminates his discourse on the witnesses provided to humanity and specifically to the believer 

concerning the reality of Jesus of Nazareth being God the Son, the Christ.  He instructs the believers to 

whom he is writing that their possession of eternal spiritual life is the very witness within themselves 

which gives testimony concerning the reality that Jesus of Nazareth, upon whom they believed and 
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received eternal spiritual life, is indeed the Son of God.  Eternal spiritual life continuously exists within 

Christ, the same location wherein the spiritual offspring of God are created as spiritual beings. 
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1 John 5:12 

“He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”  (NASB) 

“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  (NKJV) 

“             

“The having the Son has the spiritual life the not having the Son 

      .”  (NA23)   

(of) the God the spiritual life not he has.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

The initiator, performing the continuous type of action to possess as his own as a matter of principle 

based on his own initiation the Son, based on initiation, He really performs the continuous type of 

action to possess as his own the spiritual life, based on response.  The initiator not performing the 

continuous type of action to possess as his own as a matter of principle based on his own initiation 

the Son, based on initiation, of the God, an initiator, the spiritual life, based on response, not he really 

performs the continuous type of action to possess as his own. 

Principles: 

1.  The believer initiates the action to possess Jesus Christ as His own by placing their personal 

dependency upon Him to be the Christ (faith alone in Christ alone). 

2.  Having possession of the Son of God is based on the expression of the individual’s volition giving to 

him directly by God in His original creative work in the Garden of Eden. 

3.  Simultaneous to the believer’s possession of Jesus Christ is the believer’s possession of spiritual life. 

4.  The spiritual life generated in the believer is based on response to the believer’s expression of 

volition to depend upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ. 

5.  When the individual becomes a believer by placing his personal dependency upon Jesus of Nazareth 

to be God the Son, the Christ, he possesses as his own spiritual life which is characterized as being 

eternal in its nature (cf. John 3:16). 

6.  The above principles occur as a decree of spiritual law of God for any and all individuals who 

volitionally initiate their possession of the Son of God and spiritual life by placing their dependency upon 

Jesus of Nazareth to be the Son of God, the Christ. 

7.  Conversely, those who initiate the action to not possess the Son of God do so by failing to place their 

personal dependency upon Him to be the Christ (rejection of the gospel). 

8.  Failure to take possession of the Son of God is based on the failure of the individual to express 

through his volition agreement with the gospel message and work of Christ. 

9.  While the unbeliever continues to reject the Son of God he continues to not possess spiritual life. 

10.  Spiritual life is not generated in the unbeliever based on their failure to respond to the gospel 

message to depend upon Jesus of Nazareth to be the Son of God, the Christ. 

11.  The unbeliever may at any time express volitional dependence upon Jesus of Nazareth, to be the 

Son of God, the Christ and will simultaneously possess both the Son of God and spiritual life. 
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Conclusion: 

John summarizes the reality that possession of spiritual life is based on one’s acceptance of the Son as 

the Christ.  His identification is that those who take hold of the Son of God have simultaneously taken 

hold of spiritual life.  Harmony of the Gospel of John identifies this spiritual life to be eternal in nature.  

John is clear to his audience that those who continually reject that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God 

will continue to not possess the Son of God or spiritual life.  The distinction made by John is that, 

through man’s divinely established volition, the individual is able to initiate his possession of both the 

Son of God and spiritual life. 
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1 John 5:13 

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may 

know that you have eternal life.”  (NASB) 

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”  (NKJV) 

            

These  I wrote  you all in order that you know that spiritual life  

         

you have eternal  the believing into the name of the Son 

 ." (NA23) 

of the God.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

These, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, I really perform the action in a point 

in time to write you all in order that you might perform the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to perceive a fact in the mind’s eye through the senses that spiritual life, based on 

response, you all really perform the continuous type of action to have as your own, eternal, based on 

response, the initiators performing the continuous type of action to place a dependency upon 

someone else to accomplish something on one’s own behalf as a matter of principle, based on your 

own initiation, into the limitations and boundaries of the name, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, of the Son, based on initiation, of the God, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  Scripture is to be the source of the believer’s thought process and understanding of reality. 

2.  What is written in Scripture is the tool by which God renovates the human viewpoint of believers into 

divine viewpoint from which the believer is to operate. 

3.  The spiritual life of the believer is based on response to the word of truth, expressed before salvation 

through the gospel and after salvation through the revelation contained within the pages of the Bible. 

4.  Possession of spiritual life is based upon an individual’s response to the gospel message. 

5.  Through choosing to depend upon Jesus Christ to be one’s personal Savior, the believer performs the 

action to possess spiritual life which is described as eternal. 

6.  Those who perform the action to place their dependency upon the name of Jesus can know through 

that which is written in Scripture that they do indeed have spiritual eternal life. 

7.  The name of God’s Son is specifically Jesus of Nazareth.  It is the work of Jesus of Nazareth which is 

summarized in His name which carries the weight of His actions and accomplishments during His 

physical life on earth. 

8.  Those who believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God depend upon His actions and 

accomplishments during the course of His physical life on earth and are placed into Him wherein their 

salvation is accomplished and preserved forever. 

9.  It is that which Jesus of Nazareth accomplished during His physical life (including His spiritual and 



1 John 5:13 
Summary Review 

physical substitutionary deaths on the cross of Calvary) that is used by God to establish the boundaries 

of the believer’s existence as a spiritual creature within Him. 

Conclusion: 

 John expresses the connection between that which he has been writing in verses 1-12 with Jesus 

of Nazareth.  The culmination of John’s discourse on the generation of those who believe in Jesus, the 

testimonies of the Holy Spirit, human eyewitnesses to His humanity and deity, and God, and the eternal 

life created in those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God results in those believers to whom he is 

writing coming to a mental understanding in their own mind’s eye that Jesus the human is also God the 

Son in the flesh.  By placing witnesses to this reality in his immediate pretext John delineates the step by 

step reality that the human Jesus of Nazareth is also God the Son.  This reinforces the idea of faith alone 

in that which Jesus accomplished through His actions and spiritual operation during His physical life as 

the anointed sacrifice. 
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1 John 5:14 

“And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us.”  (NASB) 

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us.”  (NKJV) 

"          

“And this is the confidence  which we have toward Him 

          

that if, maybe, maybe not, anything we might request according to   

        ."  (NA23)

the desired objective    of Him He responds positively to us.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, this, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to exist 

in the state of being the boldness to speak freely and openly as a result of confident standing, based 

on response, which, based on response, we really perform the continuous type of action to possess as 

our own toward Him, an initiator, that, if, maybe we will, maybe we will not, anything we might 

participate in the continuous type of action to ask for what is rightfully ours according to the desired 

objective, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of Him, an initiator, He really 

performs the continuous type of action to hear and respond positively to us. 

Principles: 

1.  There is a logical relationship between the believer’s knowledge that he has eternal life and the 

granting of his requests which are in line with the Father’s will. 

2.  The believer has boldness to speak freely to the Father because He has believed in the name of the 

Son of God (cf. 1 Jn. 5:13). 

3.  It is the believer’s position in Christ which grants to him the right to speak openly and confidently 

with God the Father. 

4.  Because of the believer’s position in Christ, and the spiritual blessings which belong to him within his 

position in Christ (cf. Eph. 1:3-14), the believer is able to request from the Father that which is rightfully 

his as a child of God. 

5.  The believer’s request for that which is rightfully his as a child of God’s is to be made within certain 

limitations which are expressed by God in His Word. 

6.  The believer is to make his request within the limitations established by the Word of God and is to 

have confidence that if he does indeed make his request within the confines of God’s will that he will 

receive that which is rightfully his. 

7.  The Father hears and responds positively to those requests of His children which are in accordance 

with His will. 

8.  Because of the believer’s salvation in Christ and placement as an adult in the family of God (cf. Eph. 

1:5), the believer has boldness to freely speak his petition to the Father for that which is rightfully his 
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and be confident that, being in line with God’s will, he will receive from the Father that which is 

rightfully his. 

9.  The believer’s boldness to speak freely and openly is based on the recognition that God will grant the 

requests to His children which are in accordance to the standard of His will. 

 

Conclusion: 

 John expresses that the believer’s assurance toward receiving that which he requests from the 

Father is based on the boldness to speak freely with the Father as a result of depending upon Jesus of 

Nazareth to be God the Son, the Christ.  Since the believer is a child of God’s he has the right to make his 

requests known to God.  However, the believer’s requests will only be granted to Him if they are within 

the limitations placed upon the petition by God’s will.  The believer who makes his petition in 

accordance to the limitations of God’s will has assurance and boldness to freely speak his request to the 

Father with the full confidence that the Father will respond positively to the petition and grant the 

request. 
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“And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we 

have asked from Him.”  (NASB) 

“And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have 

asked of Him.”  (NKJV) 

“           

 “And if, maybe, maybe not we know that He responds positively to us 

        

what if, maybe, maybe not we might request we know that we have 

      .”  (NA23) 

the requests which we have asked away from  Him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

And, logically related, if, maybe we did, maybe we did not, we really performed the completed action 

in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact in the mind’s eye through the senses that He 

really performs the continuous type of action to hear and respond positively to us within the 

boundaries of what if, maybe we will, maybe we will not, we might participate in the continuous type 

of action to ask for that which is rightfully ours, we really performed the completed action in the past 

with results continuing on to perceive a fact in the mind’s eye through the senses that we really 

perform the continuous type of action to possess as our own the requests, being tools or instruments 

used to accomplish something, which we really have performed the completed action in the past with 

results continuing on to ask for that which is rightfully ours away from the source of Him, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  Logically related to the believer’s confidence that the Father will positively respond to prayer for that 

which is accordance to His will, the believer also knows that if He hears and responds positively to that 

which is accordance to His will, then the believer knows that the request for which he has prayed will be 

granted. 

2.  The confidence of the believer that he has the right to ask for what God has promised to give him 

provides the believer the standing upon which to pray for that which is rightfully his according to God. 

3.  God has promised in verse 14 to grant the believer that which is in accordance with His will. 

4.  If the believer has perceived this fact concerning God’s positive response to his requests through 

prayer, then the believer has also perceived the fact that the request which he has petitioned His Father 

will be his possession. 

5.  The believer must ask within the protocols and guidelines of God’s will and can have full knowledge 

that, having followed the proper protocols and guidelines, the request which he has asked for rightfully 

will be his. 

6.  The believer petitions the Father through prayer for that which is rightfully his in accordance with the 

standards of God and knows that he will indeed receive that which he requested from God. 

7.  God is the One from which the believer’s petition is granted and the requested object provided. 

8.  Therefore, the believer is to recognize that God the Father is the source to Whom his petition is 
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directed as well as the source from Whom his request is provided. 

9.  The parameters outlined concerning the doctrine of prayer provide the believer the necessary 

protocols to utilize in petitioning the Father for that which is rightfully his. 

10.  That which is rightfully his is such because of His position in Christ, wherein God has created the 

believer and provided to the believer all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies to his believing audience that their perception of the fact that God will respond 

positively to their request which is in accordance with His will is the same as perceiving the fact that 

they will receive that which they have requested from Him.  Since the Father responds positively to the 

believer’s request which is in accordance with His will the believer has complete knowledge that the 

Father will provide to the believer the thing for which the believer has petitioned.  This bolsters the 

standing of the believer mentally and secures his feet on the foundation of knowledge which grants for 

him the confidence to ask for that which is rightfully his with the knowledge that it will be given to him 

in accordance with God’s will.  Such confidence provides the necessary courage to the believer to submit 

his petition to the Father in accordance with the proper guidelines outlined in Scripture during even the 

greatest of fleshly tumult. 
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“If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give 

life to those who commit sin not leading to death.  There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he 

should make request for this.”  (NASB) 

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him 

life for those who commit sin not leading to death.  There is a sin leading to death.  I do not say that he 

should pray about that.”  (NKJV) 

“           

If, maybe, maybe not, anyone sees the brother  of him sinning  sin  

          

not toward death  ask  and He will give him spiritual life, the 

       

sinning   not toward death  it is sin  toward  

        

death  not concerning that I say in order that he might ask 

Expanded translation: 

If, maybe, maybe not, anyone, an initiator, he might perform the action in a point in time to look at and 

recognize, the brother, based on initiation, of him, an initiator, performing the continuous type of action 

to miss the mark as a matter of principle, based on his own initiation within the limitations and 

boundaries of missing of the mark not toward death as a result of separation, based on initiation, he 

really performs the future action in a point in time to ask for what is rightfully his and, logically related, 

He really performs the future action a point in time to give him spiritual life, based on response, the 

initiator performing the continuous type of action to miss the mark as a matter of principle, based on his 

own initiation not toward death, based on initiation, it really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being missing of the mark toward death as a result of separation, not concerning of 

that, based on response, I really perform the continuous type of action to say in order that he might 

really perform the action in a point in time to ask. 

Principles 

1.  There are two categories of sin into which the believer may engage: sin not leading to death, and sin 

leading to death. 

2.  The sin not leading to death (physical) is sin which is repented and confessed. 

3.  The sin leading to death (physical) is sin which is not repented and not confessed. 

4.  The sin leading to death is sin which continues in the life of the carnal believer. 

5.  The sin leading to death is sin which ignores grace, warning, and divine discipline. 

6.  The sin leading to death is sin which has a maximum negative effect on other believers (cf. Acts 5). 

7.  If a believer sees their spiritual brother performing sin which is not to death (physical), then he is to 

ask for what is rightfully his from the Father. 

8.  The Father will give spiritual life to the believer sinning sin not unto death (physical) when that 
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believer repents, confesses, and is restored to spiritual production. 

9.  The words “spiritual life” refers to the believer’s production of spiritual works. 

10.  While carnal, the believer is in temporal spiritual death; that is production death. 

11.  When the carnal believer repents, then confesses his sin he is restored to fellowship where he 

produces spiritual works once more. 

12.  The believer who witnesses their brother in Christ is to pray for his brother that he may heed the 

grace, conviction, and discipline of the Father and be restored to spiritual production. 

13.  The believer is to seek his brother’s restoration to production life and that desire to see his brother 

restored through heeding grace, conviction, and discipline towards confession is the motivator of the 

believer’s prayer. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that believers are to pray for their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  When 

believers see their brothers in Christ out of fellowship and in temporal production death, the desire of 

the believer is for their brother to be restored to fellowship through confession of sin.  John’s statement 

is designed to motivate the believer to pray for their brother to be restored to spiritual production.  He 

does, however, specify that his statement is not made so as to motivate the believer to pray that their 

carnal brother be recalled to the heavenly throne room. 
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“All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.”  (NASB) 

“All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.”  (NKJV) 

“          

“All unrighteousness sin  it is, and it is sin  not toward  

.”  (NA23) 

death.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

All, based on response, non-conformity to the specifications of the blueprints of the plan, based on 

response, missing of the mark, based on response, it really performs the continuous type of action to 

exist in the state of being, and, logically related, it really performs the action to exist in the state of being 

missing of the mark, based on response, not toward the boundaries of death as a result of separation, 

based on initiation. 

Principles: 

1.  Every single deviation from the specifications of God’s blueprints is missing of the mark. 

2.  Some missing of the mark is to death. 

3.  Some missing of the mark is not to death. 

4.  That which characterizes sin to death is: 

 a.  Unrighteousness which persists in the life of the believer and remains unconfessed. 

 b.  Unrighteousness which continues unchecked in the life of the believer. 

 c.  Unrighteousness which fails to heed grace, warning, and divine discipline. 

 d.  Unrighteousness which possesses a maximum negative effect or impact on other believers. 

5.  Examples of sin to death can be found in: 

 a.  1 Corinthians 5:1-5 with the Corinthian believer who had an incestuous relationship. 

 b.  Acts 5:1-10 with Ananias and Sapphira lying to the Holy Spirit. 

 c.  1 Corinthians 11:30-31 with the Corinthian church’s persistent carnality in observing the 

 Lord’s Supper. 

 d.  Numbers 31:8 with the death of Balaam as a result of departure from faith. 

 e.  Isaiah 38 with Hezekiah’s continual dependence upon himself and persistent self-righteous 

 production. 

6.  That which characterizes sin not to death is: 

 a.  Unrighteousness which is confessed by the believer. 

 b.  Unrighteousness which is discontinued. 

 C.  Unrighteousness which responds to the grace, warning, and discipline of God. 

7.  Examples of sin not to death can be found in: 

 a.  Hebrews 12:6-15 with the believer’s response to the discipline of the Heavenly Father. 

 b.  Ezekiel 18:21-32 with the repentance of the righteous man back to righteousness. 

 c.  Jonah 2:1-10 with the Jonah the prophet’s prayer of confession. 

8.  All failure to conform to the standard of God is missing the mark; the believer is to accept the grace 
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of God for his unrighteousness and confess his sin for restoration to fellowship with the Father (1 John 

1:9). 

9.  While the believer progresses outside of fellowship with the Father through unconfessed missing of 

the mark he produces unrighteousness. 

10.  The Father disciplines his children for the purpose of bringing His children back to a behavioral 

pattern which is beneficial to them and glorifying to Him (cf. Hebrews 12:10-13). 

11.  Failure to heed the Father’s discipline, failure to repent, and subsequent failure to confess sin ends 

in the believer’s physical death in carnality. 

12.  The Father has reserved the right to recall carnal believers who He knows will not confess and 

return to proper function as obedient children and ambassadors. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that sin to death does indeed exist, but makes clear to his believing audience that 

it is not a specific action or group of actions which are deadly.  Rather, John identifies that all failure to 

conform to God’s standard is missing the mark.  Whether it be thought, deed, self-righteous operation, 

or anything else which does not conform to the specifications of God’s blueprints it is all sin.  The 

distinction made by John is that sin is toward death when it remains unconfessed in the life of the 

believer. 
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“We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one 

does not touch him.” 

“We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, 

and the wicked one does not touch him.” 

“          

“We know  that all the begotten  out of the God not 

 ’         

sins  but, on the other hand the begotten out of the God He preserves 

      .”  (NA23)

him and the evil  not touches  him.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

We really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact in the 

mind’s eye through the senses that all the having been acted upon in a completed action in the past 

with results continuing on to be born as a matter of principle, based on initiation, out of the source of 

the God, an initiator, not he really performs the continuous type of action to miss the mark but, on the 

other hand, the initiator having been acted upon in a point in time in the past to be born out of the 

source of the God, an initiator, He really performs the continuous type of action to preserve him, an 

initiator, and, logically related, the evil, an initiator, not he really participates in a continuous type of 

action to come into contact with something or someone, of him. 

Principles: 

1.  Each and every individual who has been born spiritually from the source of the Father does not miss 

the mark. 

2.  The believer’s sins are charged to Christ and are His through God’s imputation of humanity’s sins. 

3.  Once the believer is born spiritually of God, at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone, he no longer 

misses the mark (cf. 1 John 3:9). 

4.  The begotten of God are preserved from harm by Him. 

5.  As a result of God’s preservation of the believer, the evil one, Satan, does not have access to the 

believer. 

6.  God’s preservation of His children keeps them from the harm of Satan & Company who keep on not 

participating in the action to come into contact with the believer and cause harm. 

Conclusion: 

 John reinforces the positional reality that believers are in Christ and preserved by God from the 

charges of sin and any harm from Satan & Company.  Satan & Company keeps on not participating in the 

action of touch God’s children because God preserves them from harm in Christ. 
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“We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”  (NASB) 

“We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.”  (NKJV) 

“           

“We know that out of the God we are and the world system entire 

      .”  (NA23)

in the sphere of  the evil   lies.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

We really performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact 

through the senses that out of the source of the God, an initiator, we really perform the continuous 

type of action to exist in the state of being, and, logically related, the entire world system, based on 

initiation, in the sphere of the destroyer of that which is righteous, based on initiation, it really 

participates  in the continuous type of action  of being acted upon to be laid out in front of someone 

or something. 

Principles: 

1.  Those who are born spiritually from above as a result of faith in Christ Jesus are born from the source 

of God. 

2.  Believers, being born from the source of God, continuously exist as those who have been born from 

the source of God. 

3.  The world system in its entire fallen state is laid out in the sphere of the evil one, Satan (& Company). 

4.  The world system participates in being acted upon to be in the sphere of influence of Satan & 

Company as a result of its fallen condition. 

5.  That which is of the world is under the sphere of influence of Satan & Company. 

6.  Unbelievers, carnal believers, governments, societies, cultures, and human good and evil are under 

the sphere of influence of Satan & Company (cf. 1 John 2:16-17; James 1:13-17; Eph. 2:2; John 12:31). 

7.  Those born spiritually from out of the source of God are no longer beings born out of the world 

system, but rather are new creatures born out of God. 

8.  As a result, believers no longer are a part of the world system in the sphere of the influence of Satan 

& Company, but rather are a part of the Kingdom of God and under His governance and authority. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies to his believing audience that they are no longer a part of the world system into 

which they were physically born.  As a result of being born from the source of God, they are outside of 

the sphere of influence of Satan & Company and their citizenship cannot be impacted negatively by the 

one governing the world system in which they operate as new creatures in Christ.  Their position in 

Christ is outside of the world system, thus, it is outside of the sphere of influence of Satan & Company, 

who have no authority over their citizenship.   
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“And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him 

who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and eternal life.”  

(NASB) 

“And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him 

who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and eternal life.”  

(NKJV) 

“ 

          

“we know But1 that the Son of the God has come and He has given 

          

us comprehension in order that we might know the  True One and we are 

           

in the sphere of  the True One in the sphere of  the Son of Him,  

            

Jesus Christ.  This is the true  God and life (spiritual) 

.”  (NA23) 

eternal.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

But, slightly contrasted, we really have performed the completed action in the past with results 

continuing on to perceive a fact through the senses, that the Son, based on initiation, of the God, an 

initiator, He really performs the continuous type of action to have come and, logically related, He 

really has performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to give us, to our 

advantage, comprehension, based on response, in order that we might perform the continuous type of 

action to experientially know the True One, an initiator, and, logically related, we really perform the 

continuous type of action to exist in the state of being in the sphere of the True One, an initiator, in 

the sphere of the Son, based on initiation, of Him, an initiator, Jesus, an initiator, Christ, an initiator.  

This, based on initiation, really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being the 

true, an initiator, God, an initiator, and, logically related, spiritual life, based on response, eternal, 

based on response. 

Principles: 

1.  Believers have perceived the fact through their senses that God the Son has indeed come to earth. 

2.  In His coming to earth through physical birth, God the Son revealed to humanity God the Father. 

3.  Those who accept that Jesus Christ is God the Son are born spiritually from above and in Christ are 

able to comprehend the Father. 

4.  It is God the Son’s life walked out on earth which gives the believer comprehension of the Father. 

5.   The purpose of God the Son’s life was to provide the potential that man might experientially know 

the One who is true-the Father. 
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6.  Jesus Christ’s death is the means by which humanity’s sins are propitiated. 

7.  Jesus Christ’s life is the means by which humanity is able to experientially know the Father. 

8.  Those who believe in Jesus Christ come to know the Father through Christ. 

9.  The believer’s spiritual maturation process starts with understanding who the Father is in His 

character and behavior (cf. 1 John 2:12-14). 

10.  The believer learns of the Father’s character and behavior by examining the teachings of Christ 

concerning the Father and accepting them as truth. 

11.  God the Son’s physical life on earth provides an advantage to humanity in making the Father known. 

12.  God the Son’s physical life, substitutionary death, and subsequent resurrection and ascension are 

completed actions in the course of history. 

13.  God the Son’s physical life, substitutionary death, and subsequent resurrection and ascension 

produced the result that the Father is able to be known to humanity. 

14.  It is through Jesus Christ’s work which stands forever that man has the potential to experientially 

know who the True One is, the God of the Universe. 

15.  The One whom God the Son’s time on earth revealed is the True God. 

16.  Logically related to knowing the True God, those who examine Jesus’ life are able to experientially 

know eternal life. 

17.  Believers exist in the sphere of the Father in their position in Christ in whom they are spiritually 

generated as new creations simultaneous to their faith in Jesus of Nazareth to be God the Son, the 

Christ. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies that those who have believed have really perceived that God the Son has indeed 

come to earth.  Furthermore, John identifies that man has the potential to experientially know God the 

Father and spiritual life eternal.  It is examination of Jesus’ life, with all that it includes, which is the 

source of from which an individual can comprehend experiential knowledge of the True God of the 

Universe-the Father in whose Son believers find their existence. 



1 John 5:21 
Summary Review 

“Little children, guard yourselves from idols.”  (NASB) 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” (NKJV) 

“        .”  (NA21) 

“Infants, keep watch over yourselves away from the idols.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

Little babies, being a tools or instruments used to accomplish something, you all are commanded to 

perform the action in a point in time to keep watch over yourselves, being tools or instruments used to 

accomplish something, away from the source of the images or representations which stand in the 

place of and represent something, whether material or immaterial, being tools or instruments used to 

accomplish something. 

Principles: 

1.  Believers are commanded to keep consistent watch over their own self. 

2.  The watch being kept is to consciously protect their own selves from the source of idols. 

3.  Idols are images or representations of something which stand in place of that which is being 

represented. 

4.  Idols are promulgated and promoted by the evil one through the means of the world. 

5.  Idols are tools used by Satan & Company to acquire and secure the attention of individuals away 

from God and His world system. 

6.  Through idols, Satan & Company & Associates are able to implement their propaganda campaign 

designed to deceive humanity into Satan’s world system structure and protocols.   

7.  Satan & Company use idols to replace God and His world system with its structure and protocols. 

8.  With idols in place, Satan & Company transfer the focus of humanity from God and His world system 

to Satan’s world system through a deception process. 

Conclusion: 

 John identifies to the believers to whom he is writing that they are to protect themselves from 

Satan & Company by keeping consistent watch over themselves individually.  Keeping watch over their 

own selves protects them from Satan & Company who use idols to replace the standards of God with 

something which is able to be observed through human sensory perception or intellect.  The idol is not 

the problem, but rather its source.  Therefore, John commands these believers to keep watch over 

themselves so that Satan & Company (the source of the idols) are not able to infiltrate them with 

deception. 
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