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In Isaiah 55:8-9 God tells us that His thoughts are not our thoughts and our ways not His ways.  In James 

4:4 James tells us that being a friend of the world makes one an enemy to God.  In Ephesians 4:17-19 

Paul tells us that we are not to walk in the same way that the Gentiles walk, describing the way they 

walk as “in the futility of their mind,” “darkened in their understanding,” and “excluded from the life of 

God” because of their “ignorance” and “hardness of their heart.”  

Yet we live in a culture that demands acceptance of its norms and standards.  Cries from the world ring 

out daily for “love” and “tolerance” and “peace” and “unity.”  Albeit, if the world’s cries carry with them 

contradictory punishments such as “doxing,” “cancellation,” and verbal threats or physical harm to 

those who fail to affirm their message.  The culture of this present age is a living contradiction of love 

but hate, peace but violence, and unity but diversity. 

Yet we are to love our neighbor as ourselves according to Jesus in Matthew 22:39.  In John 17:14-16 

Jesus identifies that His disciples are in the world but not of the world.  In Romans 12:2 Paul commands 

believers to not be conformed to the present age in which they live, but to be transformed for the 

purpose of proving what God’s will is.  In Galatians 1:10 Paul tells us that striving to please man keeps 

the believer from being a servant of God’s. 

How then shall we live in a world to which we do not belong, amongst a people and culture who are 

enemies of God, but who we are to love in the same manner of love with which God loves us? 

Developing the answer to that question is the purpose for this gathering.  We have the surety of God’s 

Word that He has given to us all that we need for life and godliness according to 2 Peter 1:3.  We have 

the opportunity to have fellowship with God if we will walk in the Light with Him according to 1 John 

1:5-10.  We have the very mind of Christ who, in His own life, modeled for us the answer to the question 

of “How then shall we live…” according to 1 Corinthians 2:16. 

God has provided us in His Word with the information we need in order to love our neighbors, whether 

they be faithful servants of God or the most pagan servants of Satan. 

Since our purpose is to understand from God’s Word how to live in this world and age we will pursue the 

following objectives: 

 1.  Identify where society and culture disagree with God (using personal experiences or news 

 articles). 

 2.  Understand the source of the disagreement from studying Scripture (seeking to understand 

 the cause, motivation, and consequence of the disagreement). 

 3.  Develop a biblical framework for categorizing society’s thought process (correlating its error 

 in thought to categories of doctrine). 

 4.  Prepare for dealing with the pressure attempting to conform us to this present age 

 (recognizing its true source). 

 5.  Apply God’s thought process as our own thought process by trusting Him instead of self 

 (walking by faith under the Holy Spirit’s control). 


