
Galatians 3:21 
Summary Review 

“Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a law had been given which 

was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.”  (NASB) 

“Is the law then against the promises of God?  Certainly not!  For if there had been a law given which 

could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.”  (NKJV) 

“ὁ οὖν  νόμος κατὰ  τῶν ἐπαγγελιῶν τοῦ θεοῦ;  

“the Therefore1 Law according to the promises of the God? 

μὴ γένοιτο.  εἰ   γὰρ ἐδόθη νόμος ὁ δυνάμενος  

Not may it become!  if, as is not the case, For2 given law the having power   

ζωοποιῆσαι ὄντως  ἐκ νόμου ἂν ἦν  ἡ δικαιοσύνη”  (NA21) 

to make alive, truly  out of law would have been the righteousness.” 

Expanded Translation: 

“Therefore,1 [is] the Law according to the norms and standards of the statements that necessitate 

accomplishment, based on response, of the God?  Not it is desired to participate in the action and be 

affected by the action in a point in time to come into existence through transition from one state into 

another!  For, an explanation,2 if, as is not the case, it really had been acted upon in a point in time to 

be given, law, based on initiation, the participating in being acted upon in a continuous type of action 

as a matter of principle to have natural inherent power, based on its own initiation, to perform the 

action in a point in time as a matter of purpose to accomplish the action of making something alive, 

[then] truly out of the source of law, based on initiation, would it really perform the continuous action 

in the past to exist in the state of being, the conformity to the specifications of the blueprints or 

standards, based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  The Law was not given based on God’s promises, but rather it was given based on God’s initiation to 

maintain Israel as holy (cf. Leviticus 11:44; 19:2; 20:7). 

2.  However, spiritual life is given based upon the promise of the Messiah through whom those who 

believe are saved. 

3.  Thus, the Law is not based on the norms and standards of the promises of God, but spiritual life is. 

4.  God’s promises are fulfilled by Him based on His character, not fulfilled by others on His behalf based 

upon works. 

5.  The promises of God are based on response to God’s plan for the one receiving the promise and His 

character (including His ability) to accomplish that which He has promised. 

6.  The Law’s purpose was never to accomplish the fulfillment of God’s promise of justification by faith. 

7.  Likewise, the Law was never in accordance with the promises of God, nor shall it ever become such. 

8.  Since the Law is not in accordance with the norms and standards of the promises of God it does not 

have the power to make alive those who are spiritually dead. 

9.  If the Law was in accordance with the norms and standards of God’s promises regarding justification, 

then it would also be given the ability to make alive those who adhere to its commands. 

10.  If such were the case, in spite of the fact that it is not, then righteousness would come from the 
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source of the Law. 

11.  The inherent problem with man is in his ability to both be righteous (in state) and perform 

righteousness (in deed). 

12.  In order for man to be declared righteous before God he must be first made righteous (in state) 

resulting in his ability to perform righteousness (in deed). 

13.  Righteousness requires complete conformity to the specifications of the blueprints of a standard. 

14.  What the blueprints call for must be satisfied in order for righteousness to be possessed. 

15.  Thus, fallen man must have spiritual life in order to restore him to the divine design for man. 

16.  This restoration does not come from the source of the Law which only provides moral, ceremonial, 

and civil instructions for maintaining the nation of Israel as clean before God. 

17.  The Law must be able to give life to those who are spiritually dead in order for it to be able to be the 

source of righteousness. 

18.  Since the Law cannot give life, it cannot be the source of righteousness (cf. Isaiah 64:6). 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies the logical inference that the Law is not in accordance with the promises of God 

and emphasizes his desire that such would never become the case (in perception of the Galatian 

believers or in reality).  The reality that the Law does not have the power to make individuals spiritually 

alive reveals its inability to be the source of righteousness. 


