
Galatians 3:10 
Summary Review 

“For as many are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who 

does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law, to perform them.’”  (NASB) 

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone 

who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.’”  (NKJV) 

“ὅσοι  γὰρ1 ἐξ   ἔργων  νόμου εἰσίν  ὑπὸ  

“as many as For,1 out of the source of works of law they are under  

κατάραν εἰσίν∙  γέγραπται  γὰρ ὅτι ‘Ἐπικατάρατος πᾶς  

curse  they are; it has been written for,1 that, ‘Cursed  all 

ὅς οὐκ ἐμμένει  πᾶσιν   τοῖς γεγραμμένοις ἐν   

who not abide in  instrumentality of all the writings  in the location of  

τῶ βιβλίω  τοῦ νόμου τοῦ ποοιῆσαι αὐτά’”  (NA21) 

the scroll   of the Law of the to perform them.’” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“For, logically explanatory,1 as many initiators as out of the source of products produced by one’s own 

energy, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, belonging to Law (allotted standards 

governing civil, moral, and ceremonial conduct before God), based on initiation, they really perform 

the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, under the limitations and boundaries of 

negative consequence pronounced in accordance with the norms and standards of supernatural 

activity or judgment, based on response, they really perform the continuous type of action to exist in 

the state of being;  for, because,1 it really has been acted upon in a completed action in the past with 

results continuing on to be written that, ‘Upon a state of negative circumstance pronounced in 

accordance with the norms and standards of supernatural activity or judgment, based on initiation, all 

who, initiators, not they really perform the continuous type of action to abide within the sphere of the 

boundaries of something by means of all, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, 

the, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, having been acted upon in a completed 

action in a the past with results continuing on as a matter of principle to be written based on being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something in the sphere of the scroll, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, belonging to the Law (allotted standards governing civil, moral, and 

ceremonial conduct before God), based on initiation, belonging to the one performing the action in a 

point in time as a matter of purpose to be credited with having accomplished them, being tools or 

instruments used to accomplish something.’” 

Principles: 

1.  Those who operate from a works based perspective do say based on their own initiation. 

2.  These individuals initiate the works they demand from themselves and others in an effort to please 

God. 
                                                           
1
 γὰρ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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3.  However, God is not the source of this perspective or demand for human works. 

4.  Consequently, works based individuals egotistically and arrogantly focus on what they can produce in 

order to please God rather than on the grace of God upon which the believer is to depend by faith in 

order to please God. 

5.  The works brought forth from the energy of man’s flesh is incapable of pleasing God for they fail to 

meet the quality control standards of God in spite of having potentially met the outward appearance. 

6.  Human good is substandard to divine good and only meets man’s standards, failing to meet God’s. 

7.  Divine good is based on the process by which something is produced in order that that which is 

produced is of divine nature, quality, and standard. 

8.  Thus, divine works are participated in by the believer with God, not performed independently from 

God by the believer. 

9.  Those who are of a works based spiritual program are operating independently from God because 

the works they demand themselves and others to perform are self-derived based on their own initiation. 

10.  This is no different than Cain’s attempt to bring forth a sacrifice of his own rather than a sacrifice in 

accordance with whatever standards God had established between Adam and his offspring (cf. Gen. 4:1-

15). 

11.  Human good and human works are worthless in God’s eyes, lacking the natural inherent quality 

necessary in order for them to be righteous. 

12.  Thus, by their nature they are incapable of being pleasing to God in spite of how sincerely man has 

brought them forth. 

13.  Those who operate under the perspective of a works based service of God in the spiritual life are 

foolishly attempting to please God based on their own actions and initiations. 

14.  God cannot be pleased by man’s own works, but only by man’s dependence (faith) upon His grace 

to accomplish those works which He has already prepared beforehand for those in Christ to participate 

with Him in accomplishing through fellowship (cf. Heb. 11:6; Eph. 2:10). 

15.  The civil, moral, and ceremonial standards of the Mosaic Law were initiated by God when He gave 

them to Moses on Mt. Sinai (cf. Ex. 20-31 and Leviticus). 

16.  These standards of operation allotted to Israel were given by God as a means of instruction 

concerning the depravity of man and the need of fallen, carnal man for a Messiah who would save man 

from his sinfulness and sinful activity. 

17.  Keeping the Law was an all or nothing operation (cf. James 2:10). 

18.  If God were to judge man by his having kept the Law then man would himself be guilty of 

condemnation, for man’s perfect compliance in carrying out the commandments of the Law still 

amounts to human good in comparison to God’s standards (cf. Isaiah 64:6). 

19.  The church age believer’s attempts, even in complete success, to keep the Law and its 

commandments as a basis for service to God in the spiritual life is completely unfounded in God’s 

instruction to him. 

20.  If the church age believer desires to please God then he must walk by faith, dependent upon God’s 

grace provision while having fellowship with God within the boundaries of a right relationship with God 

through the blood of Christ (cf. Heb. 11:6; Gal. 3:11; Rom. 12:1-3; 1 John 1:5-10). 

21.  Those believers who assume the perspective of spiritual life by their own initiation of sub-quality, 

unassigned, and arrogant production of works from their own abilities will watch their works burn up at 
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the Judgment Seat of Christ when the believer’s work will become evident (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11-15). 

22.  Those believers who base their spiritual life on a works based perspective are operating under their 

sinful nature as those who are under the curse of sin rather than those who are new creations in Christ 

and under the law of the Spirit of life in Christ (cf. Romans 8:2). 

23.  The Law was never a means of justification between man and God; only faith in the Messiah 

promised through Abram was the means of justification between man and God. 

24.  Those who fail to keep the entire Law are under the curse of judgment for sin. 

25.  But, those who by faith have taken hold of God’s grace provision of Jesus of Nazareth as the 

prophetically identified Messiah are free from the curse of judgment for sin in Him. 

26.  Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law by takin upon Himself the curse of judgment for sin and fulfilling the 

Law’s prophecies pertaining to the Messiah. 

27.  To reject a faith based perspective to pleasing God is tantamount to rejecting the Messiah in an 

attempt to please God by one’s own works. 

28.  For those who have trusted Christ as Savior this is sin and is paid for by the blood of the Lamb (cf. 1 

John 2:1-2). 

29.  While carrying the works of the Law as the basis for the spiritual life, the believer is crucifying Christ 

afresh (cf. Heb. 6:6). 

30.  Until the believer stops operating based upon the works of the Law and resumes the faith based 

spiritual life it is impossible to renew him to repentance resulting in confession of his human good. 

31.  He will remain out of fellowship with God in spite of his sincere and genuinely good natured, yet 

arrogant inherently worthless self-righteous behavior derived from dependence upon his own abilities 

rather than dependence upon God’s grace. 

32.  The curse of the Law is the bringing about of God’s wrath because of violation of the Law (cf. Rom. 

4:15). 

33.  However, there is no Law in Christ, only faith in Christ which contains no wrath because it contains 

no violation for laws that do not exist (cf. Rom. 3:19-26; 4:13-25). 

34.  Seeking to operate from the source of works, whether those of the Mosaic Law, or those of any self-

derived and self-initiated conjuration, results in sin. 

35.  For the unbeliever this sin results in judgment in the lake of fire for eternity for failure to believe in 

Christ lest their deeds (good and bad) be exposed as having been wrought in darkness (cf. John 3:16-20). 

36.  For the believer this sin results in production of worthless deeds which will be removed from him at 

the Judgment Seat of Christ, himself being saved forever in spite and apart from his worthless deeds 

because of his moment of faith in Christ as the One who justifies man before God. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies the reality that those who utilize the Law, rather than faith, as the means for their 

spiritual life will be judged for their sins and worthless production.  The curse of the Law is its 

requirement for perfect performance of all things contained within it.  This is an impossible 

accomplishment for fallen, depraved, man who can only meet the standards of the law by his sinful 

nature’s production of human good.  Since human good fails to meet divine good that works based 

individual remains under the curse of sin, bound by the condemnation of God for the wages of sin.  

Paul’s instruction to the Galatian believers is designed to relieve them from any notion of a works based 
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spiritual life which is under judicial condemnation in order that they recognize the faith based spiritual 

life which has no condemnation.   


