
Galatians 1.15 
Summary Review 

“But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 

was pleased,”  (NASB) 

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His 

grace,”  (NKJV) 

“Ὅτε δὲ εὐδόκησεν  ὁ ἀφορίσας με ἐκ κοιλίας   

“when But1  He was pleased , the separating me out of belly    

μητρός   μου καὶ καλέσας διὰ  τῆς χάριτος  αὐτοῦ”  (NA21) 

of mother of me and calling  through  the grace  of Him”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different, when He really performed the action in a point in time to take satisfaction in 

something as a result of considering and understanding the goodness of its characteristics the Initiator 

performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle to separate by clear definition or 

distinction based on His own initiation me out of the source of belly, based on response, of mother, 

based on response, of me and, logically related, performing the action in a point in time as a matter of 

principle to call to a position or task based on His own initiation through the attitude of undeserved 

favor which takes responsibility for the needs of another, based on response, of Him, an initiator,” 

Principles: 

1.  God’s direct will intersects in the course of human history within the moment in time in which He is 

well-pleased to carry out His specific objective. 

2.  God’s determination of when to act is based upon His character, primarily that of His omniscience, 

love, righteousness, and sovereignty. 

3.  God’s timing is always righteous and complete, lacking nothing. 

4.  God is the One who separates men for His purposes at the moment of their first breath. 

5.  When a human is born they are separated for God’s specifically designed purpose and call upon their 

life. 

6.  As they mature they are given the opportunity to reject knowledge of God or to seek knowledge of 

God. 

7.  Those who reject knowledge of God and do not seek an understanding of Him will also reject His Son. 

8.  Since no one can know the Father except through the Son, those who seek to know God will be 

presented the opportunity for hearing the gospel. 

9.  Those who accept Jesus Christ as God’s Son and believe upon Him as their Savior are simultaneously 

entered into a relationship with God wherein they can walk out His purpose for Him. 

10.  Through God’s attitude of grace towards sinners, He provides to them the gospel and a role to play 

in His Kingdom. 

11.  When God’s grace for salvation is taken hold of by personal faith in God’s grace provision (Jesus’ 

sacrificial death on the cross), the call of God for salvation is ratified. 

12.  The position to which God calls sinners by His grace is righteousness positionally in Christ. 

13.  The task to which God calls sinners by His grace is faith in Christ for salvation. 
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14.  In God’s omniscience, He knows who will accept the generic call of His gospel of grace and who will 

reject His call. 

15.  The specific call of God for each believer is based upon the works which He has prepared 

beforehand for the believer to carry out in fellowship with Him. 

16.  But God has called each believer to a specific task, designating each believer for His purpose and 

preparing each believer with spiritual gifts to support His purpose for the believer(cf. Romans 12:3-8; 1 

Cor. 12:4-11). 

17.  God separates out those for service to Him in the moment that they are removed from their 

mother’s womb. 

18.  His calling is both generic and specific. 

19.  Generically, God calls all men to be saved through faith in Jesus Christ. 

20.  Specifically, God calls believers to walk with Him in that which He has specifically designated as their 

service to Him. 

21.  Whether generic or specific, God’s call is based upon and provided through His attitude of favor 

towards man. 

22.  God’s attitude is undeservedly favorable toward man apart from any merit or achievement of man. 

23.  God’s gracious attitude toward sinners is the outpouring expression of His love for the world 

through which He takes responsibility for the needs of sinners. 

24.  Thus, it is through a righteous sacrifice of His Son for sinful man’s behalf that He provides to man 

what is necessary for his salvation. 

25.  Likewise, for the believer, it is through a righteous sacrifice of His Son that He provides to the 

believer what is necessary to walk out the tasks and objectives for which the believer was born. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that the moment of his conversion was the result of God’s timing in his life.  

However, God had already, previous to revealing Paul’s ministry to him, had identified Paul and called 

Paul through His grace.  Thus, the basis for Paul’s spiritual walk, designation by God as an apostle, and 

faith in Christ is the attitude of God toward Him which is not earned by works, nor is repaid by works, 

but is given freely through the love of God which took care of all of Paul’s needs. 


