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Introduction to the Epistle of Galatians 

Epistle of Galatians at a glance 

Writer:  Paul, an apostle.  

Recipients:  The Churches of Galatia; church age believers assembled together in central Asia Minor.  

Date of Writing:  Between 48 and 60 A.D., perhaps between 53 and 57 A.D., likely around 49 A.D.  

Purpose of Writing:  Rebuke, exhortation, and instruction for the purpose of correction from legalism 

and faithless living to walking by means of the spirit by faith. 

Writer 

Without question substantial question the Epistle to the Galatians is attributed to the Apostle Paul.  Paul 

is the Greek name for the man previously known by his Hebrew name, Saul.  He used the name Paul 

because of his role as the apostle to the Gentiles (cf. Ephesians 3:1).  Paul’s assignment as an apostle to 

the Gentiles is an interesting stewardship since he was well qualified to speak Jewish believers.  God 

places His servants where He wants them and not necessarily where they, from a human perspective, 

appear most qualified.  It is God’s grace which supplies the necessary works that the individual is to 

depend upon in faithfully serving God, not his credentials or qualifications. 

Paul’s Jewish heritage is significant and his discipline concerning the keeping of the Law is evident both 

in his personal resume and in his persecution of believers prior to his conversion.  He was a Jew of Jews, 

circumcised the eighth day, from the tribe of Benjamin, a Pharisee of the Law, zealous enough to lead 

the persecution against the church, and blameless in his upholding of the Law (cf. Phil 3:4-6).  He was a 

Hebrew, an Israelite, and a descendant of Abraham’s according to 2 Corinthians 11:22.  Paul had been 

taught under Gamaliel, a priest of Israel according to Acts 22:3.  His resume continues with him 

identifying himself as a bond-slave of Christ, comparatively with more labors, more imprisonments, and 

more beatings than the human viewpoint focused Corinthian believers (cf. 2 Cor. 11:23).   

He had received from his own Jewish brothers thirty-nine lashes on five different occasions, falling one 

lash shy of the average man’s ability to survive.  He had been beaten with rods on three occasions, 

shipwrecked three times, and had spent a night and day in the waters.  The list continues on as he 

makes his case against the foolishness of the Corinthian believers’ human viewpoint (cf.  2 Cor. 11:24-

33). 

It appears that Paul received a Greek education from Acts 17:28 and Titus 1:12.  He was a tent maker by 

trade according to Acts 18:3.  He traveled with Barnabas as they spread the gospel (Acts 13:49) until 

they disagreed regarding taking John (Mark) to visit the churches in which they evangelized.  At which 

point, Paul and Barnabas split course and Paul took Silas and left for Syria while Barnabas took John 

(Mark) and went to Cyprus (Acts 15:36-41).  God performed extraordinary miracles through Paul as he 

traveled, evangelizing and instructing believers in the revelation of God.  One such occasion God 

restored life to a young boy who had fallen out of the window of the room in which Paul was teaching 

(Acts 20:6-12).   

Paul was an apostle whose apostleship was assigned to him by the “will of God” in 1 Cor. 1:1, “according 

to the commandment of God our Savior” in 1 Timothy 1:1, and “according to the faith of those chosen 
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of God” and for “the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness” in Titus 1:1.  He is 

identified as the human writer used by God in 13 New Testament epistles.  Nine of those epistles are to 

churches in regions where Paul had ministered or planned to minister and 4 of those were to individual 

people (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon).  Some attribute the New Testament book of Hebrews to 

him as well, although its authorship is not explicitly identified in either external or internal sources.  

Rather the writing style is clearly not Pauline in nature.   

As an apostle, Paul’s letter to the Galatian churches carries with it the apostolic authority conferred to 

him by Jesus Christ and God the Father (Gal. 1:1).  As an apostle, his role was to reveal the doctrines of 

faith relative to living the spiritual life through the spreading of the gospel and teaching of God’s 

revelation.  He had been granted the authority to do so from God through Jesus Christ.  Jesus made Paul 

a “minister and a witness” to both what he had seen and what Jesus would show to him later according 

to Acts 26:16.  The fulfillment of Jesus’ statement is recorded by Paul as having occurred in the third 

heaven, that is the throne room of God, where Paul was taught and heard all manner of “inexpressible 

words” according to 2 Corinthians 12:2-4.  His apostolic conferment is supported through the working of 

miracles as identified in 2 Corinthians 12:2 (“The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with 

all perseverance…”). 

Paul’s endeavor is repeatedly identified through his idealistic and substantial focus on living out the days 

of his physical life as if he already was in the resurrected body.  His fervent focus is clearly identified in 

Philippians 3:8-11 where he writes of his endeavor to live unaffected by his flesh. 

 “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

 Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 

 that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

 from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God 

 on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 

 of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection 

 from the dead.” 

While he recognizes that he has not yet attained such a status in this life in verse 12, he identifies his 

goal is to operate as if he had already received his resurrected body.  This can be accomplished by 

walking spiritually and not by the legalistic demands of the Law referenced by Paul. 

Recipients 

Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians is written to believers assembled together as churches in the Roman 

region of Galatia.  Paul writes to those in Galatia who have already accepted the gospel which he had 

preached to him at one of his prior visits.  They are identified by him as his own children of the faith in 

Galatians 4:19.  While scholars are divided as to where specifically these gatherings of believers were in 

Galatia, the common understanding is that the southern portion of Galatia is most likely Paul’s focus.  

The Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, which is a collaboration and compendium of many contemporary 

scholars, says, 
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 “Since there is no clear evidence that Paul founded churches in north Galatia, it seems best to 

 take the account of Acts 13-14 as a record of the founding of the churches in Galatia which are 

 addressed in Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  Acts 16:6 and 18:23 refer to subsequent visits by 

 Paul to strengthen those churches in Galatia.”1 

The recipients are clearly bodies of believers by Paul’s own identification in Galatians 1:2 where he 

writes “To the churches of Galatia.”  Galatia is the north central area of Asia Minor under Roman rule. 

Date of Writing 

The time in which the epistle was written historically is a challenging date in history to pin point.  Many 

believe that it was written within a couple of years of Paul’s first missionary journey to Galatia.  Others 

place it after his second missionary journey to Galatia.  The time of writing is linked to the destination of 

writing.  If Paul was writing to the northern Galatian territory and its believers then the time of writing 

would be following his second missionary journey to the region.  This would put the date somewhere 

between 53 and 59 A.D.  If the destination of Paul’s writing is to the documented churches in the 

southern Galatian territory begun through Paul and Barnabas’ first evangelistic missionary journey, then 

the date would be more likely near 49 A.D.  More contemporary scholars typically side with the 

southern destination, while older scholars seem to favor the northern destination for Paul’s letter. 

Purpose of Writing 

Evidently, in Paul’s interim between visits his recipients had become deceived into leaving behind the 

gospel of faith for the works of the Law.  During the early work of the apostles, there was much debate 

and discussion amongst believing Jews regarding the necessity to continue to keep the Law following 

salvation.  Consequently, many believing Jews turned back to the works of the Law as their means of 

righteous living.  This is the same Law from which Christ set them free when He fulfilled it in His 

substitutionary death on the cross. 

Thus, legalism in exchange for faith provides the evident purpose for Paul’s  writing to the churches of 

Galatia; that is namely, rebuke and correction.  Paul’s use of his title of an apostle brings with it the full 

force of his divinely commissioned office.  Any letter in which he opens his instruction with declaration 

of his apostolic credential is one that brings rebuke, exhortation, and instruction.  Galatians is no 

exception from this practice.  

The believers who were hearers of his previous evangelistic journey had stopped recognizing the grace 

of God by faith for righteous living and, instead, had turned toward the works of the Law as the manner 

of their righteous living.  They did so at the behest of Judaizers who taught the necessity to continue the 

works, customs, and traditions of the Law following salvation.  Consequently, Paul rebukes them for 

having become deceived with the bonds of legalism and exhorts them boldly into the freedom of the 

law of liberty through faith once more. 

                                                           
1
 Dictionary of Paul and His letters, page 326, section 2.2.1; © 1993 Intervarsity Christian Fellowship of the U.S.A. 
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In promoting legalism the Judaizers worked to discredit Paul and his gospel of faith, turning many 

Christians to Judaism and the Law.  Paul defends the gospel, its work in his life, and his credentials. 

His purpose for writing is to awaken them to the reality of their deception and apostasy from the 

spiritual life by faith, to remind them of the reality of the gospel being by faith, and to provide for them 

instruction further in living out their salvation by faith and not the Law. 

 

Outline of the Epistle of Galatians  

1:1-5  Opening Salutation 

1:6-10  Warning Concerning Perversion of the Gospel 

1:11-2:21 Paul’s Argument for the Gospel of Faith Not Works 

   1:11-12  The Origin of the Gospel 

   1:13-24  The Work of the Gospel in Paul 

   2:1-21  The Nature of the Gospel is Faith Not Works 

    

3:1-4:31 Paul’s Argument for Faith Not the Law 

   3:1-9  Faith in the Gospel Justifies 

   3:10-14  Works of the Law Curses 

   3:15-25  The Law’s True Purpose 

   3:26-29  Sonship Through Faith 

   4:1-7  Freedom Through Sonship 

   4:8-11  Enslavement Through Works 

   4:12-20  Exhortation to The Freedom in Faith 

   4:21-31  The Law’s Own Witness to The Freedom in Faith 

5:1-6:10 Paul’s Argument for Living By Faith Not By the Flesh. 

   5:1-6  Freedom is in Christ and Not in the Law 

   5:7-12  The Source of Their Persuasion to Works is Man not God 

   5:13-15  The Responsibility of Freedom in Christ 

   5:16-25  Walking by the Spirit vs. Walking by the Flesh 

   6:1-6  Spiritual Care for One Another 

   6:7-10  Reaping that Which is Sown 

6:11-16  Conclusion of the Matter  

6:17-18  Closing Salutation  
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Summary Review 

“Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God 

the Father, who raised Him from the dead),”  (NASB) 

“Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who 

raised Him from the dead),”  (NKJV) 

“Παῦλος ἀπόστολος, οὐκ ἀπ’  ἀνθρώπών οὐδὲ δι’  

“Paul  apostle,  not away from men  nor through  possession of 

ἀνθρώπου   ἀλλὰ διὰ   Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ καὶ θεοῦ πατρὸς 

man   but through  possession of Jesus Christ  and God Father 

   

τοῦ ἐγείραντος  αὐτὸν  ἐκ   νεκρῶν”  (NA23) 

of the  having raised Him  out of the source of deaths.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Paul, an initiator, commissioned one sent out with the battle plan and authority to carry it out, based 

on initiation, not away from the source of men, being initiators, nor through possession of man, being 

initiators, but, on the other hand, through possession of Jesus, an initiator, Christ, an initiator, and, 

logically related, of God, an initiator, Father, an initiator, of the having performed the action in a point 

in time as a matter of principle to raise up based on His own initiation, Him, an initiator, out of the 

source of possessing the capacity for lifes, but lacking the necessary component for animated lifes, 

based on initiation,” 

Principles: 

1.  Paul has been commissioned the office of an apostle based on initiation. 

2.  The apostle is one who is sent out with the battle plan and the authority to reveal it, communicate it, 

and carry it out. 

3.  Paul’s apostleship was not initiated to him from men. 

4.  Paul’s apostleship was not the result of belonging to man. 

5.  No, Paul’s commission as an apostle is initiated as a result of his belonging to Jesus Christ. 

6.  Jesus Christ is the one through whom Paul has been sent out with the battle plan and authority to 

reveal it, communicate it, and carry it out (cf. Acts 9:15-16). 

7.  Paul was also sent out as an apostle by God the Father (cf. Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1). 

8.  Both Jesus Christ and God the Father were those who initiated Paul’s position as an apostle, 

commissioning him to go out with the revelation of God’s word with the authority to reveal it, 

communicate it, and carry it out. 

9.  God the Father is also the one who is responsible for having raised Jesus Christ up from the dead (cf. 

Acts 2:24). 

10.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead has been accomplished by God in a point in time prior to Paul’s 

writing of the epistle of Galatians. 

11.  God was the One who performed the resurrection of Jesus Christ and He did so based on His own 

initiation (cf. Acts 2:32). 
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12.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ identifies the satisfaction of God the Father with Jesus Christ’s 

righteousness (cf. Heb. 9:11-28) and His acceptance of Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death as payment 

for man’s sin (cf. 1 Cor. 15:17). 

13.  Jesus Christ was not asleep when He was raised, but was lifeless. 

14.  The body of Jesus Christ did not have within it a soul nor did it have within it a human spirit. 

15.  The soul departed to Paradise (cf. Luke 23:43) where He led pre-crucifixion believers up to heaven 

to be in the presence of God (cf. Eph 4:8-10). 

16.  The human spirit of Jesus went to be with the Father (cf. Luke 23:46). 

17.  The body of Jesus, devoid of His soul and human spirit went to the tomb (cf. Matt. 27:57-66). 

18.   The body of Jesus was lifeless, having the capacity to contain soul life and spirit life, but lacking the 

necessary components for living. 

19.  However, God restored the soul of Jesus and the human spirit of Jesus into His body and gave the 

breath of life back to Jesus three days and three nights following His crucifixion (cf. 1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

20.  Jesus’ lifelessness was based on His own initiation as He both gave His life on humanity’s behalf (cf. 

1 Tim. 2:5-6) and set His spirit into the hands of the Father (cf. Luke 23:46). 

21.  Jesus voluntarily and purposefully obeyed God in initiating the laying down of His life (cf.  John 

10:17-18). 

Conclusion: 

Paul introduces this letter to the believers in the Galatian churches by establishing his credentials as an 

apostle.  Unlike those bringing the Galatian believers under Judaism, Paul does not belong to man, nor 

was he sent by mere man.  Rather, he belongs to Jesus Christ and was sent out by Christ as His apostle.   

As such, Paul emphasizes to the believers in Galatia the One who sent Him out with the revelation of 

God’s Word and the authority to reveal it and carry it out.  Paul stresses the power of God through the 

resurrection of Christ as the support for his apostleship.  This lays the ground work for Paul to begin his 

rebuke of the Galatian believers for failing to hold true to the gospel of grace through Christ. 
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Summary Review 

“And all the brethren who are with me, to the churches of Galatia:”  (NASB) 

“And all the brethren who are with me, to the churches of Galatia:”  (NKJV) 

“καὶ οἱ σὺν  ἐμοὶ πάντες ἀδελφοί ταῖς  ἐκκλησίαις   

“And the together with me all brothers [to] the  assemblies 

τῆς Γαλατίας”  (NA23) 

of the Galatia:”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, the, initiators, together with me all, based on initiation brothers, based on 

initiation, [to] the called out assemblies of individuals distinguished by being gathered together for a 

specific purpose and identified by a designation which separates them from others, based on 

response, of the Galatia, based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  All those who have placed their dependency upon Jesus Christ to have paid the penalty for their sins 

are a part of the family of God. 

2.  Born spiritually from above in the same moment of their faith in Jesus Christ, all believers are 

spiritual brothers and sisters. 

3.  Being a part of the spiritual family of God is based on initiation. 

4.  All believers comprise the church. 

5.  The church is the called out assembly of believers who are distinguished by being gathered together 

for a specific purpose and have been identified by a designation which separates them from others 

outside of the assembly. 

6.  The church exists and grows based on response to individuals initiating the action through their free 

will to be born spiritually from above by God. 

7.  As a result of spiritual birth, the believer is called out by God as a part of His assembly called out to 

assemble together with other believers. 

8.  The church is a designated entity comprised of believers. 

9.  The function of the church is to serve God as a living organism, each member of the assembly 

fulfilling their own individual role within the organism (cf. 1 Cor. 12:11-27). 

10.  The church is to not forsake the gathering (the act of assembling) of itself together (cf. Heb. 10:19-

25). 

11.  That which distinguishes the members of the assembly of God is their position in Christ under the 

common bound of salvation resulting from faith in Jesus Christ. 

12.  The called out assembly is separated out from others who are not a part of the assembly by that 

which defines them in their identity and purpose for gathering. 

Conclusion: 

Paul identifies that the brethren with him at the time of his writing, potentially those who are members 

of the church in Antioch of Syria, are in doctrinal agreement to what he is about to write to the churches 

of Galatia.  The churches are the recipients of Paul’s epistle, and their designation as churches is based 
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upon God’s calling them out from those around them as believers for the purpose of gathering 

physically under the common identity He has given them.  All those who are a part of the body of Christ 

are called out as an assembly which is gathered together for the purpose of worshiping God, being 

equipped for service to Him, and for experiential sanctification as the body of Christ.  The called out 

assembly of God grows based on response to the gospel message.  It is the called out assemblies in the 

region of Galatia with which Paul has evangelized previously that are the recipients of Paul’s epistle.  He 

writes the epistle singularly, but expresses its doctrinal contents are supported by all those who are with 

him at the time of writing. 
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Excerpted from Tyndale Bible Dictionary’s entry on Galatia.
1
 

 

Excerpted from Harper’s Bible Dictionary 

entry on Galatia, page 237.
2  

                                                           
1
 Walter A. Elwell and Philip Wesley Comfort, Tyndale Bible Dictionary, Tyndale Reference Library (Wheaton, IL: 

Tyndale House Publishers, 2001). 

2
 Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper & Row and Society of Biblical Literature, Harper’s Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 

1985), 327. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tynbibdct?art=title&off=163&ctx=+at+www.tyndale.com%0a~Copyright+%C2%A9+2001+by+
https://ref.ly/logosres/hbd?ref=Page.p+327&off=2347&ctx=the+territory+(the+%E2%80%98~north+Galatian+hypot


 



Galatians 1.3 
Summary Review 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,”  (NASB) 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,”  (NKJV) 

“Χαρις ὑμῖν  καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ  Θεοῦ πατρὸς  ἠμῶν  καὶ κυρίου 

“Grace [to] you  and peace away from God Father  of us and of Lord 

Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ”  (NA23) 

Jesus Christ,”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“An attitude of unmerited favor which takes responsibility for the needs of another, based on 

response, [to] you all and, logically related, inner tranquility of the soul as a result of mental stability, 

based on response, away from the source of God, an initiator, Father, based on initiation, of us and, 

logically related, of master, based on initiation, Jesus, an initiator, Christ, an initiator,” 

Principles: 

1.  Grace is a mental attitude of favor towards someone based on response to unconditional love for 

that individual. 

2.  The mental attitude of grace takes responsibility for the needs of the one for whom it shows favor. 

3.  The favor shown by grace is not based on works, but is the result of unconditional love at work in the 

character of the one showing grace. 

4.  Grace is manifested based on response to the needs of the individual for whom it shows favor. 

5.  In taking responsibility for the one being graced, grace provides what is necessary (mercy) in order 

for the individual being graced to be adequately supplied in their needs. 

6.  Supplication of another’s needs does not always result in that which is supplied being utilized by the 

one being graced. 

7.  When that which is supplied to an individual by grace is received with faith, dependence upon what 

grace provided, then mercy is possessed by the individual. 

8.  God has expressed grace toward humanity in three areas: 

 a.  For salvation through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross (cf. Titus 2:11; 

 Romans 5:6-8; Eph. 2:1-10). 

 b.  For spiritual living through spiritual birth, the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy  

 Spirit, and providing all of His resources to believers (cf. Titus 2:12; Gal. 5:16-25; Eph. 1.3-14). 

 c.  For eternity with Him through the eternal inheritance given to His children and the 

 preparation of a place for believers for all of eternity in His kingdom by Christ (cf. Titus 2:13; 

 John 14:1-3; Eph. 1:11-14; 1 Peter 1:3-4). 

9.  The individual must take hold of God’s grace by faith (cf. Eph. 2:8-9; Gal. 3:5; Heb. 11:6). 

10.  Peace is an inner tranquility of the soul which is the result of mental stability in one’s thoughts and 

perspective. 

11.  Peace is based on response to the individual being oriented towards God’s grace provision for him 

and dependence upon divine viewpoint amidst his circumstances. 

12.  The soul is stabilized as the mind depends upon God’s Word in his circumstances. 
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13.  The more of God’s Word the believer knows, the more of it he can depend upon in his 

circumstances. 

14.  Mental stability is the result of knowing divine viewpoint and God’s perspective, and depending 

upon His instruction and revelation to be one’s personal viewpoint and perspective. 

15.  Without God’s perspective and divine viewpoint circulating in the heart of man there will be no 

peace in the soul. 

16.  God is the father of believers as a result of His seed abiding in them (cf. 1 John 3:9). 

17.  In the moment of faith upon Jesus Christ as one’s personal savior, God birthed the believer 

spiritually. 

18.  The spiritual birth of the believer is a completed action that produces a result of spiritual life that 

continues on forever (cf. 1 John 5:1). 

19.  Those who believe in Jesus Christ are born spiritually from above by God through the generation of 

spiritual life in the spirit format of the body by the Holy Spirit (cf. John 3:5-8). 

20.  The believer’s spiritual life is eternal in nature and will continue on forever (cf. John 3:15-16). 

21.  God is the source of both grace and peace. 

22.  God Himself expresses grace and provides what is necessary for peace, but believers are able to 

express grace and provide what is necessary for peace when they themselves are dependent upon God’s 

grace. 

23.  As the believer depends upon God’s grace and operates in peace, he is built up spiritually into a 

mature being, lacking nothing. 

24.  The result of the believer’s spiritual maturity is the outpouring of grace and mercy to believers and 

unbelievers as the Holy Spirit works through the believer and in conjunction with the believer’s spirit. 

25.  God is also the father of Jesus Christ. 

26.  Jesus Christ is the master over believers. 

27.  Jesus emphasizes the humanity of Jesus of Nazareth and focuses on His human nature and 

characteristics. 

28.  Christ emphasizes the role of Jesus of Nazareth as the anointed sacrifice who paid the penalty for all 

of humanity’s sins. 

29.  God has established Jesus Christ as the master over believers in reward for His faithfulness in 

fulfilling His stewardship (cf. Phil. 2:9-11). 

30.  Jesus Christ is the rightful master who holds authority over the believer. 

31.  This authority will be expressed during the millennial reign and for all of eternity. 

32.  Currently Jesus Christ is at the right hand of the throne of God awaiting the directive from the 

Father to go rapture His church. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul greets the Galatian assemblies of the body of Christ with a typical greeting that expresses 

God’s grace and peace toward them.  He will be reminding them further of God’s grace as he manifests 

that same grace to them by providing what they need to turn away from the works of Judaism and the 

deception of the Judaizers back to the liberty of grace through faith.  He expresses that both God and 

Jesus Christ have manifested grace toward them which is able to be the source of peace in their soul. 
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“who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the 

will of our God and Father,”  (NASB) 

“who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will 

of our God and Father,”  (NKJV) 

“τοῦ δόντος ἑαυτὸν  ὑπὲρ  τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ὅπως 

“The giving Himself  on behalf of the sins  of us in such a way that 

ἐξέληται  ἡμᾶς ἐκ τοῦ αίῶνος τοῦ ἐνεστῶτος πονηροῦ κατὰ  

might take out us out of the age the standing in evil  according to 

τὸ θέλημα  τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ πατρὸς ἡμῶν,” (NA23)   

the  will  of the God and Father of us,” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“The initiator performing the action in a point in time in the past as a matter of principle to give, 

based on His own initiation, Himself, an initiator, on behalf of the missings of the mark, based on 

response, of us in such a way that He might participate in the action in a point in time to take out us 

from out of the source of the age, based on initiation, of the performing the completed action in the 

past with results continuing on as a matter of principle to be standing in, based on its own initiation, of 

that which works to destroy the standard and replace it with another, based on initiation, according to 

the limitations and boundaries of the decision to pursue a desired objective, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, of the God, an initiator, and Father, an initiator, of us,” 

Principles: 

1.  Jesus Christ, God the Son in the flesh, initiated the action of giving Himself up on behalf of the sins of 

humanity. 

2.  It is on behalf of humanity’s sins that He voluntarily and decidedly died in a sacrificial manner as a 

substitute for man. 

3.  Sin, missing the mark of God’s standard, is based on response. 

4.  As the individual determines what they do with their God given volition (free will) their actions either 

hit the mark of God’s standard, or miss the mark. 

5.  Sin is the result of missing the mark in response to the actions and decisions of man. 

6.  The Doctrine of the Sin Nature identifies that all individuals miss the mark in their decisions and 

actions because they lack a living human spirit at birth from which to hit the mark. 

7.  Being spiritually dead at physical birth, the individual misses the mark of God’s design for humanity in 

his form. 

8.  Consequently, the individual then misses the mark in his function as an individual. 

9.  Missing the mark is based on response to the sin nature of man and the free reign it holds over the 

unbeliever and carnal believer. 

10.  By giving Himself on behalf of the sins of humanity, Jesus Christ is able to take the believer out of 

the present age. 

11.  The present age is engaged in activity which actively seeks to destroy God’s standard of 
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righteousness, based on initiation. 

12.  As Satan & Company and Associates enact Luciferian thought into this present age (the church age), 

they implement the standards of Lucifer’s kingdom in the sons of disobedience (cf. 1 John 4:1-6; Eph. 

2:1-2). 

13.  The present age is under Satan & Company’s control and its destruction of God’s righteous norms 

and standards is based on the initiation of Satan & Company. 

14.  Jesus Christ’s death was substitutionary in nature. 

15.  As such, it was accomplished in such a manner that He is able to take the believer out of the 

authority and current of the present evil age. 

16.  The believer is not physically removed from the present evil age when he believes, but rather is able 

to transcend its evil and decay because of the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ providing to him a 

new location from which to operate, Christ Himself. 

17.  In Christ the believer is set apart for service to God while amidst those still under the authority and 

current of the present evil age. 

18.  This is all according to the direct will of God, being the tool or instrument used to bring forth the 

manner by which the believer is taken out of the present age by being placed into Christ. 

19.  The Father directed this plan to be enacted so that all those who believe would be removed from 

the present age would have the potential to transcend its evil while serving Him during their physical 

life. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies the role that the “Lord Jesus Christ” played in removing the believer from the 

present evil age in which they stand.  It is only through Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death on behalf of 

humanity’s sins that an individual may be removed from the present age and placed into Christ.  This is 

purely a matter of placing one’s dependency upon Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross as 

the sole payment paying the debt of humanity’s sins once and for all.  The payment has been rendered, 

but its application to one’s own account occurs in the moment in which an individual possesses faith 

upon God’s grace at which time he is then saved from condemnation in the lake of fire for eternity, and 

removed from the evil age in which he stands.  All of this is based upon the plan of God the Father who 

desires that none would perish, but that all would come to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ’s giving 

up of Himself on the cross.  



Doctrinal Summary of 
The Types of God’s Will 

Ephesians 1:9 identifies that God has revealed the mystery of His will to those who are in Christ. 

 “He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He 

 purposed in Him.” 

God made known to believers in Christ the mystery of His will.  The Koine Greek word from which 

“mystery” has been translated is  (“moo-staer-ee-on”) and it more literally means, “secrets 

known only to those on the inside of an organization.”  Believers are new creatures in Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 

5:17) and are inside of God’s family and Kingdom as a result of their position in Christ.  Because of their 

position in Christ, as adult sons of God and ambassadors for Him, believers are given the ability to know 

the will of God.  His will remains a mystery to those who are outside of Christ. 

The Bible expresses three different types of God’s will throughout its pages: 

 1.  God’s Directive Will - That which God directs the believer to do through his volition. 

 2.  God’s Permissive Will - That which God permits the believer to do through his volition. 

 3.  God’s Overruling Will - That which God keeps the believer from doing through his volition. 

Jonah 1 clearly exhibits these three different types of will as God interacts with Jonah.  Jonah 1:1-2 

express God’s directive will for His prophet. 

 “The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, ‘Arise, go to Ninevah the great 

 city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.’” 

God’s directive will to Jonah was to get up, go to Ninevah, and cry against it.  Jonah exercised his free 

will to board a boat bound for Tarshish, rejecting God’s directive will as identified in Jonah 1:3. 

 “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  So he went down to 

 Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down into it to go with 

 them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.” 

God’s permissive will allowed Jonah to use his volition to reject the command he had been given.  

However, God kept Jonah from carrying out his decision through exercising His overruling will according 

to Jonah 1:4. 

 “The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the 

 ship was about to break up.” 

God’s overruling will brought a circumstance into Jonah’s path that kept him from being able to carry 

out his decision and flee to Tarshish.  Enduring much discipline in the belly of the great fish for three 

days and three nights, Jonah finally repented and confessed his rebelliousness.  God directed Jonah to 

go, allowed him to flee, then kept him from fulfilling his decision by blocking his path with the storm.  

God’s will is an expression of His attribute of sovereignty.  He sovereignly reigns over all with His 

directive, permissive, and overruling will as He manages all things, including the free will He created 

within humanity. 
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“to whom be the glory forevermore.  Amen.”  (NASB) 

“to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.”  (NKJV) 

“ὧ  ἡ δόξα εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας  τῶν αἰώνων  ἀμήν.” (NA21) 

“to whom the glory into the age  of the ages,   amen.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“To whom, an initiator, the, based on response, honor or esteem resulting from a good opinion of 

one’s character, based on response, into the period of time marked out by defined beginning and end 

points, based on initiation, of the periods of time marked out by defined beginning and end points, 

based on initiation, charge the saying of it to my account. 

Principles: 

1.  It is to Jesus Christ that all glory belongs for eternity. 

2.  The glory of Jesus Christ is based on response to the honor and esteem which He receives based on 

the favorable or good opinion of His character. 

3.  The character of Jesus Christ is impeccably righteous. 

4.  All that Jesus Christ did was done in integrity and humility which maintained His impeccable 

righteousness. 

5.  The integrity of Jesus Christ is evidenced in His failure to fall into the deceitful traps of both Satan and 

man during His time on earth. 

6.  The humility of Jesus Christ is evidenced in His proper positioning of Himself under God the Father 

while walking as a man in spite of simultaneously being God. 

7.  As a result of Jesus Christ’s integrity and humility maintaining His impeccable righteousness, He is 

able to receive a good opinion from others regarding His character. 

8.  The opinion of Jesus Christ formed in the minds of others is based on response to their view of His 

impeccable righteousness manifested through His obedience to the Father. 

9.  As an individual surveys the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ he is able to recognize the 

character of Jesus Christ and develops a good opinion of Jesus Christ in response. 

10.  The character of Jesus Christ provides the basis for a good opinion of Him in the minds of others 

which results in honor or esteem being given to Him for Who He is as revealed by His actions. 

11.  This glory of which Jesus Christ is the recipient belongs to Him from all of eternity past into all of 

eternity future (cf. John 17:5, 24; John 1:1-14). 

12.  Eternity is that age in which all other ages are encapsulated. 

13.  While each age within human history is clearly identified by a beginning point and ending point, 

eternity is marked by the beginning and ending of all the ages. 

14.  God established each individual age of human history based on His initiation. 

15.  The first age began within the eternal spectrum of divine history. 

16.  The last age will end within the eternal spectrum of divine history. 

17.  Within the time between the first and last age of human history are clearly marked ages. 

18.  The glory which Jesus Christ receives belongs to Him outside of and beyond the ages of human 
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history which were initiated by God. 

19.  The honor or esteem which belongs to Jesus Christ is His even beyond the scope of human history. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul ends his opening salutation by placing emphasis on the glory which belongs to Jesus Christ 

as a result of His obedience, submission, and sacrificial work on the cross.  Because of who Jesus Christ 

was on earth, and continues to be in heaven for eternity, the honor of His position is recognized by Paul.  

He concludes his opening salutation by affirming the glory of Jesus Christ through his expression of 

“Amen!” identifying his desire to let the record reflect his personal stance on the glory which belongs to 

Jesus Christ. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Ages Framed by God 

In Hebrews 11:3 the writer of Hebrews identifies that God has framed different ages of history by His 

word. 

“By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 

not made out of things which are visible.” 

The word “worlds” is translated from the Koine Greek word αἰῶνας (“ai-oh-nahs”) which literally means, 

“ages, based on initiation.”  Being plural, there are multiple, clearly defined, spans of time (ages) which 

have been prepared by the word of God.  God has initiated and defined these spans of time by His word 

given during each age. 

The word “prepared” is translated from the Koine Greek word κατηρτίσθαι (“kah-taer-tis-thai”) which 

literally means, “acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be placed 

into an ordered state according to norms and standards as a matter of purpose.”  God, in eternity past, 

structured different ages according to norms and standards relating to each age.  In His plan for 

humanity and human history God established various ages which have been established and put into an 

ordered state on purpose.  It is in each of these ages, framed by God, that God reveals His progressive 

revelation to humanity.  

The word “word” is translated from the Koine Greek word ῥἠματι (“hrae-mah-ti”) which literally means, 

“word, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  God established different ages of 

human history using His very word as the tool by which He put the ages into an ordered framework. 

Each age establishes a different span of time in human history.  In each age God has placed humans into 

positions of stewardship and given them responsibilities as a part of His plan.  As each age progresses to 

the next age, and as each steward progresses to the next steward, God reveals more and more of His 

plan to humanity.  Stewards in earlier ages, like Adam and Eve, knew less about God’s plan than 

stewards in later ages, like the Church.  In each age God requires different responsibilities to be 

performed by different stewards.  There are seven distinct ages, each with its own steward: 

Age     Steward 

1.  Age of Innocence   Adam & Eve 

2.  Age of Conscience   Adam & His Offspring 

3.  Age of Civil Government  Noah & His Offspring 

4.  Age of Promise   Abraham & His Descendants 

5.  Age of the Law/Israel  Israel 

6.  Age of the Church   Believers 

7.  Age of Christ    Christ & the Church 

The stewards in each age are directly responsible to God for carrying out His will and revelation for 

them.  As history progresses, more and more of God’s plan is revealed to His stewards so that they are 

able to serve Him as good stewards.  It is important to know which portion of Scripture is speaking 

directly to which steward, but equally important is to remember that regardless of the age or steward to 

whom God has given the revelation of His plan, all Scripture is profitable (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  The Age of Innocence 

From the beginning of human history God has progressively revealed His plan and will in time periods 

called ages or dispensations (cf. Heb. 1:1-2; 11:3).  In other words, God has dispensed different 

responsibilities to different stewards during different ages on earth.  Each age is clearly outlined by the 

transfer of responsibility to new stewards, increased revelation of God’s plan, and a covenant made by 

God with His steward.  Such being the case, portions of Scripture apply directly to their respective ages 

and stewards.  Yet, all of Scripture is profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in 

righteousness (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16).  There are seven distinctly outlined dispensations in Scripture, with seven 

different stewards respectively. 

The first age is the Age of Innocence.  This age is outlined in Scripture from Genesis 1:28-Genesis 3:6 and 

covers the earliest portion of human existence on the earth.  The stewards during the Age of Innocence 

were Adam and his helpmate, the woman whom God created in the garden of Eden (cf. Gen. 1:27).  

Adam and the woman were given instruction by God concerning their responsibilities as His stewards in 

the garden of Eden during this age in Genesis 1:28. This, therefore, is the beginning of their stewardship 

and the Age of Innocence. 

“God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and 

rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 

earth.’” 

From this passage, God gave Adam and the woman the following responsibilities as His stewards during 

the Age of Innocence: 

1.  Be fruitful (פ   p-ru”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to bear fruit“-ּ֥ורְּ

2.  Multiply (֥רְבפ – “r-bu”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to increase in number  

3.  Fill (פ   mi-l-u”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to fill something up“ – ּ֥ו֥אלְּ

4.  Subdue (ִכ ְב   ki-b-shu”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to conquer by force“ – ֻׁ֑֥֥ב

5.  Rule (֥רְדפ – “r-du”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to rule with forceful authority  

In Genesis 2:15, God places Adam in the garden of Eden and identifies two more responsibilities for 

Adam. 

“Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.” 

6.  Cultivate (ָכ ֥בדב   ob-dae”):  for the purpose of working the needs of something“ – ָ֖ב

7.  Keep (ָׁכ ּ֥ורב ְב  –“shom-rae”):  for the purpose of keeping guard or watch over something  

God gave these responsibilities to Adam and his helpmate making a conditional covenant (agreement) 

with them that they may eat anything from the garden, except that which is produced by the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil (cf. Gen. 1:29-30, 2:16).  Adam and the woman’s failure to be faithful in their 

stewardship resulted in the conditions of their agreement with God being broken.  Consequently, the 

garden of Eden and its provisions were cut off to Adam and the woman as a result of their unfaithful 

stewardship (cf. Gen. 3:22-24).  Their unfaithfulness as stewards in the Age of Innocence made way for 

the Age of Conscience and new stewardship responsibilities as well as a new covenant from God. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Age of Conscience 

After the unfaithfulness, and consequent fall, of Adam and the woman in the Age of Innocence God 

establishes a new age, the Age of Conscience.  The Age of Conscience is labeled so as a result of man 

now possessing a conscience which is able to recognize good and evil.  The Age of Conscience is outlined 

by God as recorded in Genesis 3:7 all the way through Genesis 8:14.  While all of Scripture is profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, the instruction and 

responsibilities given within Genesis 3:7-8:14 are specifically given to Adam and his descendants all the 

way through to Noah.  As such, the instruction and responsibilities given to Adam and his descendants 

apply directly to them in the Age of Conscience.   

Unlike the covenant in the Age of Innocence, this new covenant is unconditional-it will be fulfilled by 

God regardless of the faithfulness of His stewards.  The covenant is identified in Genesis 3:14-21 from 

God to the serpent, to the woman, and to the man the ultimate victory which will be had by God over 

the serpent, who is Satan (cf. Rev. 12.9).  Because the covenant is made to Adam and his offspring it is 

referred to as the Adamic Covenant. 

Apparently, Adam and his offspring picked up responsibilities in the area of morality and atonement 

sacrifices.  God establishes the first animal sacrifice to make a covering for naked Adam and Eve (cf. 

Genesis 3:21).  Yet again, their offspring Cain and Abel brought offerings to God as sacrifice for moral 

failure.  The institution of a sacrificial system indicates both a personal moral stewardship of Adam and 

his offspring as well as provides a constant teaching reminder that there would be a Messiah ultimately. 

Some of the responsibilities from the Age of Innocence carried over to the Age of Conscience: 

1.  Be fruitful (פ   p-ru”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to bear fruit“-ּ֥ורְּ

2.  Multiply (֥רְבפ – “r-bu”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to increase in number  

3.  Fill (פ   mi-l-u”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to fill something up“ – ּ֥ו֥אלְּ

4.  Subdue ( ִ ְב   ki-b-shu”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to conquer by force“ – ֻׁ֑֥֥ב

5.  Rule (֥רְדפ – “r-du”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to rule with forceful authority 

6.  Cultivate ( ָ ֥בדב   ob-dae”):  for the purpose of working the needs of something“ – ָ֖ב

At least two other responsibilities were acquired during the Age of Conscience: 

7.  Sacrificial Offerings: the use of animal sacrifice to temporarily cover the sins of man (cf. Gen. 4:3-5).  

8.  Moral Responsibility:  the volitional mastery over sin (cf. Gen. 4:7). 

During the Age of Conscience the human bloodline had constantly been attacked by Satan & Company 

(cf. Gen. 4:8 and Gen. 6:1-12).  Their strategy was to defeat the human bloodline so that God was not 

able to bring a Messiah through the woman’s offspring.  This was most notably visible in Satan & 

Company’s attempt to physically infiltrate the bloodline of the daughters of men by cohabiting with 

women in Genesis 6.  Ultimately, Satan & Company’s attack was so successful it nearly infiltrated all of 

humanity except for Noah and his family.  In Genesis 6:18 God tells Noah that there will be a new 

covenant between Him and Noah, a covenant that is realized in Genesis 8:15 at the beginning of the 

third age, the Age of Civil Governments.   



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Age of Civil Governments 

After destroying all flesh on the earth which had been infiltrated by Satan & Company, God ushers in a 

new age through Noah and his family.  As with each age before, this new age, the Age of Civil 

Governments includes a new set of stewards and a covenant between God and His stewards.  The 

stewards in each age are responsible to carry out the instruction and duties assigned to them by God.  

Throughout each age God has given different commands to different stewards, and in doing so has 

increasingly revealed His plan for man along the way.  While the commands and responsibilities belong 

to the stewards of each age, all of Scripture is profitable for instruction, reproof, correction, and training 

in righteousness.   

The Age of Civil Governments dawns upon human history with a completely depopulated earth.  It 

begins in Genesis 8:15 and goes all the way until Genesis 12.  The stewards during the Age of Civil 

Governments are Noah, his sons, and their offspring.  Since the earth was completely depopulated 

during the global flood, only Noah’s family was alive to repopulate the earth. 

God’s covenant was revealed to Noah, his sons, and their offspring, but is given to “all flesh” as 

identified in Genesis 9:11.  Having been spoken to Noah, this covenant is known as the Noahic Covenant. 

“‘I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, 

neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.’” 

Regardless of humanity’s faithfulness to properly fulfill its stewardship, God will keep his promise to 

never again cut off all flesh by global flood.  God placed a rainbow in the sky as a visual symbol of the 

character behind His promise (cf. Gen 9:13). 

Some of the responsibilities given to Noah, his sons, and their descendants during the Age of Civil 

Governments included: 

1.  Be fruitful (פ  .p-ru”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to bear fruit (Gen. 9:1)“-ּ֥ורְּ

2.  Multiply (֥רְבפ – “r-bu”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to increase in number (Gen. 

9:1). 

3.  Fill (פ  .mi-l-u”):  you all are commanded to perform the action to fill something up (Gen. 9:1)“ – ּ֥ו֥אלְּ

4.  Dominion over animals:  the responsibility to manage and rule over beast, bird, and fish (Gen 9:2-4). 

5.  Enforcement of divine law:  the responsibility to enforce God’s law upon fellow man (Gen. 9:5-6). 

God retained dominion and authority over humanity, but tasked humanity to be his enforcers.  It is for 

this reason that this age is referred to as the Age of Civil Governments; specifically because man is to 

establish government over fellow man, but to do so with God as the authority and dictator of the 

government.  In other words, God is the Theocratic Dictator Who has dictated the law to man for man to 

keep and govern amongst each other.  The laws of the land during the Age of Civil Governments are 

dictated to man by God.  But humanity is the one who then enforces the law which God dictates. 

The age culminates with humanity rejecting the stewardship given to them by God and attempting to 

establish its own global government separate from the authority and dictatorship of God (cf. Gen 11:4).  

Consequently, God scatters the unfaithful stewards and establishes the fourth age, the Age of Promise.  



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Age of Promise 

The fourth age, the Age of Promise, begins after God scatters the stewards of the Age of Civil 

Governments across the globe and confuses their language.  In Genesis 12:1-3, Moses records the new 

covenant between God and Abram.  God’s covenant is with Abram and his descendants, who also 

become the primary stewards during the Age of Promise.  It is an unconditional covenant; therefore God 

will fulfill His promises regardless of the faithfulness or faithlessness of Abram and his descendants.   

It should be recognized that this covenant is specifically verbalized to Abram and the promises of both 

physical and spiritual prosperity made to him by God apply directly to Abram and his descendants.  

Keeping this in mind, however, it is clear that all of Scripture pertaining to the Age of Promise remains 

profitable for teaching, for correction, for reproof, and for training in righteousness for stewards in 

subsequent ages. 

God’s covenant with Abram included (Gen. 12:1-3):  

 1.  To make Abram a great nation:  Establishing Abram as the head of his own people group.    

 2.  To bless Abram:  Providing physical and spiritual blessings coming from God’s favor toward 

 Abram (grace).  

 3.  To make Abram’s name great:  Elevating Abram’s reputation in the world.  

 4.  To make Abram a blessing:  Establishing Abram as a source of favor to others.  

 5.  To bless those who bless Abram:  showing favor towards those who show favor to Abram.  

 6.  To curse those who curse Abram:  cursing those who attempt to diminish Abram.   

 7.  To bless all the families of the earth through Abram: showing favor (grace) to all of humanity 

 by birthing the Messiah through Abram’s bloodline. 

In Genesis 17:1 God identifies the responsibilities of those in the Age of Promise. 

“Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am God 

Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless.” 

Some of the responsibilities given to Abram and his descendants during the Age of Promise are: 

 1.  Walk before ( ָנ  ַ֖   ְ ִה  ְת ַנ   ֵַּ֥ -“hit-hal-lek l pa-na ”):  you all are commanded to walk yourself in 

 the presence of something (speaks of unbroken fellowship between two parties; Gen. 17:1). 

 2.  Be blameless (מָת יֵּ֥     ִַ מת  ַ -“h’-yeh ta-mim”): you all are commanded to perform the action to 

 be perfect (Genesis 17:1). 

 3.  Be circumcised (ָ ַמְ  ְ ינ   -“n’-mal-tem”): you all are to have your foreskin cut off (Gen. 17:11-

 14). 

To walk before God blameless requires walking in a right relationship with God by faith.  As Abram and 

his descendants lived generation to generation, they were to walk in a right relationship with God, 

operating moment by moment upon God’s grace.  It is only by faith taking hold of God’s grace that one 

is able to be blameless in his relationship with God.   

Abram and his descendants were at times faithful and at times unfaithful in fulfilling their stewardship 

responsibilities toward God.  Ultimately however, their failure to walk blameless before God led to the 

giving of the Law on Mount Sinai and the beginning of the fifth age, the Age of the Law in Exodus 19. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Age of the Law 

 

The Age of the Law is the fifth age in God’s dispensational plan for humanity.  Its primary steward is the 

nation of Israel.  As God’s primary stewards during the Age of the Law, Israel was tasked with various 

responsibilities with which to be faithful to God.  God’s instruction, revelation, and promises made to 

Israel are made to Israel, however, and not to any other dispensational steward.  Yet, as with every age 

in which God has revealed information to man, the instruction and information provided during this age 

reveal principles which are profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and for training in righteousness. 

The Age of the Law differs from previous ages in a couple of notable ways.  First, the Age of the Law 

contains two covenants made by God to Israel as opposed to one covenant which was typical of 

previous ages.  God establishes a conditional covenant with the nation of Israel in Exodus 19:5-6, called 

the Mosaic Covenant.  This first covenant identifies how Israel is to relate to God. 

“‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own 

possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’” 

God promises to make Israel His own possession amongst all other nations in the earth as a holy nation, 

but this is based on Israel fulfilling two conditions: 

 1.  “Obey” God’s voice ( ָׁ֤מ עֹו  ַ ְׁשִּ    עמ ַמ  ּ֙ “tis-m’u sa-mah”):  “listen attentively  in a completed 

 action you will listen attentively in an incomplete action.”  (“Listen to My voice now and keep 

 listening to My voice…”) 

 2.  “Keep” God’s covenant ( ְׁ ּ֙מ ְמ עָׁ ַמ  sh’mar-tem”):  “you all will perform the action to observe“ ם

 with diligence and detail.” 

The second covenant is an unconditional covenant with Israel regarding the land promised to them and 

their fathers (cf. Exodus 23:20-33 and Gen. 15:18-21).  Israel would own this land forever, having been 

deeded the land by God through Abram, Isaac, and Jacob.  However, while the land belongs to Israel 

unconditionally, their occupation in the land is dependent upon their faithfulness to fulfill the Mosaic 

Covenant.   This unconditional covenant is known as the Palestinian Covenant. 

The Mosaic Law outlines six hundred and thirteen different commands instructing Israel with their 

responsibilities regarding the Mosaic Covenant.  God delivered the Law to Moses directly who was to 

deliver it to Israel for them to observe with diligence and detail being careful to do exactly as it 

instructed.  In the Mosaic Law God identifies three areas of responsibility for Israel, identified as codices. 

 1.  Codex 1-The Moral Law: Instructed Israel regarding personal and national morality. 

 2.  Codex 2- The Ceremonial Law: Instructed Israel in the necessary rituals to maintain  

      their relationship with God. 

 3.  Codex 3-The Civil Law: Instructed Israel in how to govern the nation and the people. 

The second notable difference between the Age of the Law and previous ages is the interruption which 

occurred in this age.  On the day of Pentecost in 30 AD, the Age of the Law was interrupted as God 

ushered in the Age of the Church.  Israel remains promised 7 years of stewardship which will take place 

following the Age of the Church (cf. Daniel 9:24-27). 



Doctrinal Summary of  
Dispensations:  Age of the Church 

The Age of the Church is the sixth age in God’s dispensational plan for humanity.  It emerged into human 

history interrupting the Age of the Law at the giving of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost in 30 A.D.  

The stewards during the Age of the Church are believers in Christ.  This age is the age in which human 

history is currently moving.  God’s covenant is with every individual believer who comprises the body of 

Christ, the church.  All Scripture from Acts 2 through Revelation 5:14 applies directly to believers. 

The Age of the Church is the first age after the fulfillment of the messianic prophecies.  In fact, it is the 

sacrificial death of Christ which establishes the covenant of the Age of the Church, called the New 

Covenant.  The New Covenant is God’s unconditional covenant with whoever will believe upon Jesus 

Christ to pay the penalty for their sins.  In this unconditional covenant God establishes believers as His 

ambassadors on earth (cf. 2 Cor. 5:20), giving to them the ministry of reconciliation (cf. 2 Cor. 5:18-19). 

Through the New Covenant God promises to remove the believer from condemnation (cf. Jn. 3:18), birth 

him spiritually from above (cf. Jn. 3:6, 15), indwell the believer with His Holy Spirit (cf. Jn. 14:26; 15:26; 

16:7; Acts 2:4; 1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Tim. 1:14), and provide everything the believer needs to carry out his 

ambassador role including spiritual gifting (cf. Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:8-11; Eph. 1:3 2:10; 2 Peter 1:2-4).  

All of these things, and more, are promised to the believer unconditionally.  The believer’s ability to 

utilize them however is dependent upon his faithfulness as an ambassador. 

As God’s ambassador, the believer during the Age of the Church is to walk in fellowship with God, 

maintaining his relationship with God through confession of known sin and dependence upon the Holy 

Spirit’s conviction, leadership, and instruction of the Word of God (cf. 1 Jn. 1:5-10).  Likewise, the 

believer is to be under the control of the Holy Spirit according to Ephesians 5:18. 

“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.” 

The word “filled” is translated from the Koine Greek word πληροῦσθε (“plae-roos-theh”) which literally 

means, “you all are commanded to be acted upon in a continuous type of action to be saturated to the 

point of control.”  The Holy Spirit is to have complete and total control of the believer’s life and activity.  

Both having fellowship with God and being under the control of the Holy Spirit occur simultaneously and 

are inextricably linked together.  One cannot be had without the other; they both occur simultaneously 

when the believer is yielded to the Father with no unrighteousness separating him from the Father. 

God’s instruction to the believer during the Age of the Church contains a number of commands, moral 

instructions, and protocol instructions.  They are to be learned by direct study, acceptance, and 

dependence upon God’s Word.  To that end, God has given the body of Christ offices which function to 

equip believers to serve God.  Faithful stewardship for the believer during the Age of the Church is based 

upon the believer spending time walking in the light (cf. 1 Jn. 1:5-10) by means of his human spirit (cf. 

Gal. 5:16-25) as led by the Holy Spirit (cf. Eph. 5:18) all of which is done in faith (cf. Rom. 1:17; 2 Cor. 5:7; 

Heb. 11:6).   

The Age of the Church will end at the rapture of the church (cf. 1 Thess. 4:16-17) when the church is 

removed from the earth by Christ.  At that point the Age of the Law will resume its final seven years of 

remaining stewardship. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Dispensations:  Age of Christ 

After Israel finishes their final 7 prophesied years during the tribulation (cf. Dan. 9:24-27; Rev. 6:1-

19:10), the Age of Christ will begin.  This age is the seventh and final age in God’s dispensational plan for 

humanity.  The primary steward in the Age of Christ is Jesus Christ and the saints (all believers from 

different dispensations).  As with every age, it is important to recognize the biblical instruction 

concerning the Age of Christ (cf. Rev. 19:11-21:27) applies directly to the stewards during the Age of 

Christ.  Yet, all Scripture remains profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The Age of Christ begins at the Second Advent (cf. Jude 1:14; Rev. 19:11) of Christ when Christ returns to 

the earth with believers from the Church Age, His Bride (cf. Jn. 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22-30; Rev. 19:7-

9).  Christ will judge those who survived the tribulation, separating them into sheep (tribulational saints) 

and goats (unbelievers).  The sheep will be brought into the Age of Christ, while the goats will be bound 

in Sheol (cf. Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 19:11-18, 21).  Consequently, the Age of Christ will begin with only 

believers being alive as stewards with Jesus Christ.  Each steward’s responsibilities will be assigned to 

him on the basis of his faithfulness as a steward during his own dispensation (cf. Matt. 25:14-30; 2 Cor. 

5:10). 

The covenant relating to the Age of Christ is the Davidic Covenant (cf. 2 Sam. 7:8-16).  While this 

covenant was promised to David through Nathan during the Age of the Law it finds its fulfillment 

through Jesus Christ Who reigns in the Kingdom through the line of David, establishing David’s throne 

forever according to 2 Samuel 7:16. 

“Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established 

forever.” 

The word “forever” in both instances is translated from the Biblical Hebrew phrase ֹוע ַע םָ֖ ל -ad ow“) ־ד

lam”) which literally means, “as far as an indefinite continuance.” Thus, God’s statement to David 

through Nathan is that David’s throne will be established and endure for eternity.  This is accomplished 

through the crowning of Jesus Christ to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords forever (cf. Rev. 17:14, 19:16).  

God therefore fulfills this unconditional covenant during the Age of Christ. 

During the Age of Christ, the antichrist and false prophet will be cast into the Lake of Fire (cf. Rev. 

19:20), Satan will be bound for the duration of the millennial reign in the bottomless pit of Sheol (cf. 

Rev. 20:1-3), Old Testament believers will be resurrected to glorified bodies (cf. Rev. 20:4), and 

tribulational saints will remain in their unglorified bodies and produce fallen offspring (cf. Rev. 20:5).  

Stewards during the Age of Christ will be the most faithful of any age before, led by Jesus Christ and 

serving with Him as priests and rulers (cf. Rev. 20:6).  However, the fallen offspring of the tribulational 

saints are still in need of redemption through faith alone in Christ alone.  Those who believe during the 

millennial reign will be saved from the Lake of Fire.  Those fallen offspring who reject Christ during His 

earthly reign will be cast into the Lake of Fire along with all of Satan & Company at the Great White 

Throne Judgment (cf. Rev. 20:10-15).  Through negative personal volition fallen humanity will still reject 

Jesus in spite of His perfect leadership during the Age of Christ.  The Age of Christ will end God’s 

dispensational plan for humanity and human history, bringing in eternity future (cf. Rev. 21:10-27).  



Eternity Future 

(After Time) 

Time 

 Begins 

Eternity Past 

(Before Time) 

Time 

Ends 

Overview of Biblical Dispensations & Covenants 

Significant Events in Eternity Past: 

1. Creation of Angelic Beings (Gen. 1:1; Job 38:4,7). 

2. Rebellion & Fall of Lucifer (Is. 14:12-15). 

3. Lucifer’s Trial and Sentencing (Is. 14:18; Dan. 8:9-

12). 

4. Creation of Earth by God (Gen 1:1). 

5. Destruction of Earth by Satan & Co. (Isa. 45:18). 

6. Removal of Thermodynamic Energy from Earth 

(resulting in global freeze (Gen 1:2)). 

Significant Events in Time: 

1. Reformation of Earth (Gen. 1:2-10). 

2. Creation of Plant, Animal, & Human Life (Gen. 1:11-31). 

3. Fall of Man. (Gen. 3:6-7). 

4. Promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3). 

5. Giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:1-23:19). 

6. Birth of Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Son (Matthew 1:18-25). 

7. Spiritual & Physical Death of Jesus, the Messiah (Luke 23:46). 

8. Resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah, God’s Son,  

Man’s Savior (Luke 24:1-10). 

9. Giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:4) 

10. Tribulation to complete the Age of the Law (Daniel 9:27).  

11. Millennial Reign of Bridegroom with His Bride (Rev. 20:1-3). 

12. Great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11-15) 

Significant Events in Eternity Future: 

1. Christ sits on the throne for eternity 

(Revelation 21ff). 
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*The Age of the Law was interrupted for the Church Age as prophesied by 

Daniel (cf.  Daniel 9:24-27) 



 



Galatians 1.6 
Summary Review 

“I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 

gospel;”  (NASB) 

“I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called in in the grace of Christ, to a different 

gospel,”  (NKJV) 

“Θαυμάζω ὅτι οὕτως  ταχεῶς  μετατίθεσθε      

“I marvel that in this manner quickly  you are changing positions   

ἀπὸ    τού καλέσαντος  ὑμᾶς ἐν    χάριτι  

away from the source of the One calling you all in the instrumentality of grace 

Χριστοῦ εἰς ἕτερον    εὐαγγέλιον;”  (NA21)  

of Christ into another  of a different kind of gospel;”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“I really perform the continuous type of action to be astonished at what is being witnessed that in this 

manner quickly you really are participating in being acted upon to change from one position to 

another position away from the source of the performing the action in a point in time in the past as a 

matter of principle to call to a position or task based on His own initiation you all in the 

instrumentality of an attitude of unmerited favor which takes responsibility for another, based on 

response, of Christ, an initiator, into the limitations and boundaries of another of a different kind of 

good news of victory, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something;” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers may very quickly be deceived away from a position of salvation by grace alone through faith 

alone. 

2.  God has called all humanity to salvation through Jesus Christ’s death on the cross. 

3.  Humanity has been heralded by Jesus’ death on the cross and commanded to receive salvation by 

God’s grace. 

4.  Salvation must be taken hold of by faith. 

5.  God’s grace is an attitude of favor toward humanity which is undeserved and cannot be earned. 

6.  Grace is the outward manifestation of God’s self-sacrificial love which manifests itself in being given 

regardless of the response that it receives. 

7.  Thus, God’s attitude of grace is based on response to His love for humanity and the needs of 

humanity. 

8.  God’s grace provides that which is needed for humanity, taking responsibility for their needs. 

9.  When God’s grace provision is received by faith (dependence upon what has been provided by God), 

then His mercy is realized in the believing. 

10.  It is through this instrument of His grace that God has called believers. 

11.  God’s grace is provided for salvation, for living the Christian way of life, and for eternity (cf. Titus 

2:11-14). 

12.  All of God’s grace is provided to humanity at the expense of Christ. 

13.  Jesus Christ paid the penalty for humanity’s sins and provided the necessary sacrifice for humanity 



Galatians 1.6 
Summary Review 

to take hold of by faith. 

14.  True grace is not repayable by works, thus true grace is only able to be received by depending upon 

what is being offered. 

15.  This is the grace of Christ:  the payment for humanity’s sins sent by God the Father through Jesus of 

Nazareth who voluntarily paid for man’s sins with His own substitutionary death on the cross. 

16.  The result of faith in God’s grace through Christ is the surety of salvation, the surety of God’s 

resources for living spiritually in the fallen world (cf. Eph. 1:3ff), and the surety of eternity in the 

kingdom of God with Him. 

17.  This grace provision through the anointed sacrifice, Jesus Christ is God’s message of victory over sin 

and death (cf. 1 Cor. 15:54-58). 

18.  God’s gospel is one of undeserved and unearned victory over sin for all who believe in the sacrifice 

and substitutionary death of Jesus the Christ. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul is astonished at the reports he is hearing that those who so enthusiastically received the 

gospel by faith have changed their position on salvation.  Through the teaching of the Judaizers they 

have been deceived into believing a different kind of good news regarding victory over sin:  the Law.  

This works based gospel is an entirely different type of gospel and has nothing to do with that gospel 

which was preached by Paul and Barnabas on their previous missionary journey.  Paul begins his rebuke 

of their changed position concerning salvation with the recognition that they have a different gospel 

entirely than that which was given to them through the evangelism of Paul and Barnabas. 



Galatians 1.7 
Summary Review 

“which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel 

of Christ.”  (NASB) 

“which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”  

(KNJV) 

“ὅ οὐκ ἔστιν ἄλλο    εἰ μή τινές  εἰσιν οἱ  

 “Which not it is another of the same kind if not some being the 

ταράσσοντες ὑμᾶς καὶ θέλοντες μεταστρέψαι  τὸ εὐαγγέλιον  

unsettling you and willing  to change course the gospel 

τοῦ Χριστοῦ.”  (NA21) 

of the Christ.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Which, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, not it really performs the continuous 

type of action to exist in the state of being another of the same kind, being a tool or instrument used 

to accomplish something, if, as is the case, not some, initiators, they really perform the continuous 

type of action to exist in the state of being the initiators performing the continuous type of action as a 

matter of principle to stir up and cause to be unsettled, based on their own initiation, you all and 

performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to pursue a desired objective 

through volition, based on their own initiation, to perform the action in a point in time as a matter of 

purpose to change the course of something by turning the good news of victory, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something, of the Christ, an initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  A gospel of works is a tool used to accomplish something.  

2.  That which is accomplished by a gospel of works is enslavement to legalism resulting from failure to 

properly understand the gospel of grace through faith. 

3.  A gospel of works is not a gospel of the same kind as the gospel of grace through faith. 

4.  The gospel of grace through faith is one which is freely given and undeserved, being taken hold of by 

faith-dependency upon the grace given (cf. Rom. 3:23-26; Rom. 6:23). 

5.  The gospel of works is one which attempts to pay for one’s salvation out of obligation, self-

dependence, and religious behavior. 

6.  The assertion of Judaizers in the early stages of the church age was that of a gospel of works. 

7.  Their assertion was that being a Christian required faith in Christ plus circumcision and obedience to 

the Law. 

8.  This is not a gospel of the same kind of gospel that is the gospel of grace through faith. 

9.  Some believe and proclaim a gospel of works to be one and the same with the gospel of grace 

through faith. 

10.  Historically, throughout the church age both well-meaning and ill-meaning individuals have 

departed from the truth of the gospel of grace and slipped in or purposefully presented a gospel of 

works. 



Galatians 1.7 
Summary Review 

11.  In any case, a gospel which requires an individual to work for salvation, to pay off their salvation, or 

to earn their eternal position by the obedience to a moral code, including the Law of Moses, is heretical 

and results in a number of troubling viewpoints concerning living the Christian way of life by faith alone 

in God alone. 

12.  Those who proclaim a gospel of works cause an unsettling in the minds and souls of individuals 

which causes them to question their salvation and creates the vulnerability of slipping into apostasy. 

13.  The stirring up of those who believe in the gospel of grace through faith is the result of the 

operational principle within those doing the stirring as a result of their unbiblical beliefs concerning 

God’s free gift of salvation. 

14.  Because of their unbiblical belief concerning the gospel of grace through faith, those that stir up 

unsettled minds and souls in others are willfully engaged in changing the gospel from what it is into 

what they believe it to be. 

15.  As they operate from their unbiblical belief they espouse it and foist it upon others in order to bring 

them underneath whatever system of moral code they view to be the standard of behavior by which 

they may earn and keep their salvation. 

16.  This is not the good news of victory over sin which belongs to and comes from Jesus Christ. 

17.  The gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims the good news of victory over sin and death by Jesus’ sacrificial 

and substitutionary death on the cross. 

18.  To espouse anything else as necessary in order to provide for victory over sin and death is heretical 

and blasphemous to the work of Christ. 

19.  The gospel of Christ is the tool used by God to set man free from the legalism that comes under 

bondage to the flesh. 

20.  A gospel of works forces individuals back under legalism and self-righteousness and opposes the 

work of Christ on the cross. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that the gospel of works which has been preached by the Judaizers and received 

by the believers in the Galatian churches is not the same kind of gospel as that of the gospel of Christ.  

He further identifies that the Galatian believers would not even see it as a gospel of the same kind if it 

were not for the Judaizers who were stirring up their minds and souls creating an unsettling of the truth 

of the gospel of grace through faith.  Paul exposes the heresy for what it is, a gospel of a different sort, 

and identifies that those who stirred up the believers in Galatia did so for the purpose of changing the 

gospel of Christ which is by God’s grace through faith (cf. Eph. 2:8-10) into a gospel of works. 

 



Galatians 1.8 
Summary Review 

“But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we 

have preached to you, let him be accursed.”  (NASB) 

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you that what we have preached 

to you, let him be accursed.”  (NKJV) 

“ἀλλὰ καὶ ἐὰν ἡμεῖς  ἢ ἄγγελος ἐξ οὐρανοῦ 

“But and if we  or messenger out of heaven 

εὐαγγελίσηται   [ὑμῖν]  παρ’   ὃ εὐαγγελισάμεθα 

might proclaim   [to you]  alongside what we proclaimed 

ὑμῖν ἀνάθεμα ἔστω.”  (NA21) 

to you accursed he is. (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, harshly contrastive, and, logically more emphatic, if, maybe it will be the case or maybe it will not 

be the case, we, or messenger, based on initiation, out of the source of heaven, might participate in 

the continuous type of action to proclaim good news of victory [to you all] alongside of what, being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something, we really participated in the action in a point in time 

in the past to proclaim good news of victory to you all something which is condemned to destruction 

under divine wrath, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, he really is commanded 

to perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.” 

Principles: 

1.  The gospel is the good news of victory of Jesus Christ over sin and death. 

2.  There is only one gospel message and that is the gospel of Christ. 

3.  As did the Judaizers, there are some throughout history who work to establish additional 

components or parallel components to the gospel of Christ. 

4.  These false gospels must not be accepted. 

5.  It is not unprecedented that man or angels preach false gospels. 

6.  Satan & Company spread false gospels around constantly and have even infiltrated the evangelical 

church, Christian seminaries, and societal groups with false gospels. 

7.  Among Satan & Company’s effective confusions of the true gospel are the following false gospels: 

 a.  Reformed Theology’s Predestination:  The false teaching that God has elected specific 

 individuals to receive salvation, consequently rejecting any others whom He has not elected. 

 b.  Lordship Salvation:  The false teaching that one must maintain their salvation through 

 accomplishing any sort of moral or behavioral code of conduct. 

 c.  Social Gospel:  The false teaching that salvation is physical and collective being accomplished 

 for the saving of society through the spreading of Judeo-Christian morals so that the world 

 experiences peace and love on earth.  This is accomplished by adopting Judeo-Christian values 

 as one’s morals and code of conduct. 

 d.  Penitent Salvation:  The false teaching that salvation may be achieved by penitence and 

 self-examination.  This includes sorrow felt for wrong doing and rituals accomplished for the 
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 repayment of wrong doing and moral failure. 

8.  Any of these or other gospels that adds or takes away from the gospel of Christ is false in its teaching 

and source. 

9.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God unto salvation for all those who believe. 

10.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of His victory over sin and death through His 

substitutionary and sacrificial death on the cross on behalf of the sins of all of humanity. 

11.  Salvation occurs by God’s grace through man’s possession of faith in what God provided on his 

behalf through Jesus of Nazareth’s salvific work as the Christ. 

12.  When any individual utilizes his God-created free will to place his dependency upon Jesus Christ’s 

work on the cross he is saved. 

13.  It is the dependency within his heart (the storage place for beliefs) which secures his salvation. 

14.  Therefore, the gospel is by faith alone in Christ alone, apart from any works or continued belief. 

15.  Any other parallel gospel is to be rejected and its messenger regarded as a false messenger. 

16.  Those who proclaim parallel false gospel messages are to be ignored as a source of truth. 

17.  False gospel messengers are to be viewed by the believer as one who has been condemned to 

destruction under divine wrath as a tool for the magnification of God’s holiness. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul establishes the severity of believing and proclaiming false gospels.  Those who believe false 

gospels remain in condemnation under divine wrath.  Those who proclaim false gospels further the 

condemnation of those who have not yet believed the gospel.  The truth of the gospel is the crux of 

humanity’s ability to receive salvation.  It’s proper and clear presentation is necessary in order to 

redeem humanity out of condemnation and into eternal justification through faith alone in Christ alone. 



Galatians 1.9 
Summary Review 

“As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that 

which you received, let him be accursed.”  (NASB) 

“As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you 

have received, let him be accursed.”  (NKJV) 

“ὡς προειρήκαμεν  καὶ ἄρτι πάλιν λέγω εἴ   τις 

“As we have said  and now again I say if, as is the case  any 

ὑμᾶς ευαγγελίζεται παρ’  ὄ παρελάβετε ἀνάθεμα ἔστω.”  (NA21) 

you proclaims alongside what you received accursed he is.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“As we really have performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to tell 

something prior to its occurrence, and, logically related, now again I really perform the continuous 

type of action to say if, as is the case, anyone [to] you all he really participates in the action and is 

affected by the action to proclaim good news of victory alongside of what, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, we you all really performed the action in a point in time to take hold 

of, something which is condemned to destruction under divine wrath, being a tool or instrument used 

to accomplish something, he really is commanded to perform the continuous type of action to exist in 

the state of being.” 

Principles: 

1.  The gospel is the good news of victory of Jesus Christ over sin and death. 

2.  The accurate proclamation of the gospel is essential and foundational to redemption and the spiritual 

life. 

3.  Those who hear an accurate proclamation of the gospel have the potential to receive it by faith. 

4.  The gospel is simple and clearly defined (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). 

5.  Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the necessary role for which He was sent and anointed to fulfill, that of the 

Christ. 

6.  Jesus Christ died sacrificially on behalf of the sins of humanity. 

7.  His sacrificial deaths (spiritual then physical; cf. Matt 27:46-50.) on the cross satisfied the demand for 

justice from God’s attribute of righteousness. 

8.  His resurrection from those deaths declared His victory over sin and death which could not hold Him 

(cf. 1 Cor. 15:54-57; Acts 2:24). 

9.  As sin and death could not hold Jesus Christ, so will it not be able to hold believers. 

10.  Believers have overcome sin and death by faith (cf. 1 Cor. 15:50-53; 1 John 5:1-5). 

11.  The victory over sin and death is provided by God through the substitutionary and sacrificial death 

of His Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. 

12.  All that Christ has accomplished on the cross is all that man needs in order to be saved from 

condemnation in the lake of fire for eternity. 

13.  The gospel has been proclaimed and the victory provided therefore, all that remains is for humanity 

to take hold of the victory by faith. 
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14.  When an individual places their dependency upon Jesus Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice and 

subsequent victory over sin and death, he becomes a believer and is saved in that same moment 

wherein his dependency began (cf. John 3:15; Eph. 2:8-9; 1 John 5:1). 

15.  Adding anything upon the work of Jesus Christ on the cross as a prerequisite, corequisite, or a 

postrequisite is a failure to understand the gospel message. 

16.  Those who proclaim additional components to the gospel of Christ are accursed as something which 

is used as a tool to be condemned to destruction by divine wrath. 

17.  Thus, those who proclaim a gospel that adds anything alongside of the gospel of Christ better make 

sure that they believe the gospel of Christ itself so as not to make their condemnation a reality after 

their life ends. 

18. Those who belief the gospel of Christ, but proclaim a parallel gospel will be preserved on the basis of 

their faith, in spite of their false proclamations. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul reiterates the reality that those who have caused distress amongst those Galatian believers 

 who had received the gospel of Christ are to be anathema.  The use of this declaration by Paul 

 emphasizes the severity of false gospels and the importance of believing the gospel of Christ. 
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“For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?  Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying 

to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”   (NASB) 

“For do I now persuade men, or God?  Or do I seek to please men?  For if I still pleased men, I would not 

be a bond-servant of Christ.”  (NKJV) 

“ἄρτι γὰρ ἀνθρώπους - πείθω  ἣ τὸν θεόν; ἢ - ζητῶ  

“now For1 men  [do] I persuade or the God? Or [do] I strive  

ἀνθρώποις ἀρέσκειν; εί   ἔτι ἀνθρώπους ἤρεσκον 

men   to please? if, as is not the case,  still man  I was pleasing 

Χριστοῦ δοῦλος   οὐκ ἂν ἤμην.”  (NA21) 

Christ  bond-servant  not would have been being.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“For, logically explanatory, now, men, initiators, [do] I really perform the continuous type of action to 

persuade to accept or receive a belief or the God, an initiator?  Or, logically related, [do] I really 

perform the continuous type of action to zealously strive to accomplish a desired objective men, 

initiators, to perform the continuous type of action to please by providing what will satisfy another as 

a matter of purpose?  If, as is not the case, still I really perform the continuous type of action in the 

past to please by providing what will satisfy another, of Christ, an initiator, bond-servant, based on 

initiation, not would I really have participated in the continuous action in the past to be.” 

Principles: 

1.  Believers are not to get caught up into the idea of attempting to persuade humanity of their salvation 

by becoming caught up in legalistic works. 

2.   Performance of legalistic works as evidence of one’s salvation at the request or direction of others is 

purely an attempt to persuade other individuals of one’s salvation. 

3.  God needs no persuasion, in spite of the demands of legalistic humanity. 

4.  No one can persuade God of their salvation by carrying out works. 

5.  Similarly, those who are caught up in the idea of legalism and lordship salvation are zealously striving 

to satisfy man with their actions. 

6.  Their focus is upon that which will satisfy the desires, demands, and standards of fellow humans. 

7.  This should not be the believer’s focus. 

8.  Rather, the believer should be focused on zealously striving to satisfy God by providing to Him that 

which will satisfy His desires, demands, and standards. 

9.  Those who seek to satisfy man’s desires, demands, and standards have made themselves bond-

servants of their flesh and its area of strength which produces human good. 

10.  While seeking to satisfy man’s desires through the master of the flesh, the believer is not operating 

as a bond-servant of Christ’s. 

11.  Consequently, the believer is out of fellowship with God and is operating from the human flesh 

rather than from the human spirit. 

12.  Those believers who are seeking to please man must re-orient themselves to the One who created 
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them as new creatures in Christ. 

13.  Doing so will result in their confession of sin and willful submission of their free will to the God the 

Father. 

14.  Consequently, the believer will perform spiritual works from the human spirit rather than carnal 

works from the human flesh. 

15.  Ironically, these spiritual works will be the human justification demanded by the legalist for proof of 

salvation. 

16.  However, the legalist will likely not recognize them as such because of their human and carnal 

perspective of the spiritual works of the believer. 

17.  Regardless, the believer is not to care about the satisfaction of other believers or unbelievers 

regarding his works. 

18.  Instead, the believer is to allow God the Father total control over his production of works as the 

believer submits to the Father under the control of the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that by allowing themselves to be Judaized they have shifted their purpose to 

that of seeking to please the Judaizers rather than God.  His distinction is that those who are seeking to 

satisfy man’s desires, demands, and standards, are not being bond-slaves of Christ.  But, rather, they are 

enslaved to their flesh as they carry out carnal works in order to satisfy those who are not the believer’s 

rightful target to satisfy. 
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“For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to 

man.”  (NASB) 

“But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to 

man.”  (NKJV) 

“γνορίζω γὰρ1 ὑμῖν ἀδελφοί τὸ εὐαγγέλιον τὸ εὐαγγελισθὲν 

“I make known For1 to you, brothers, the gospel -  the proclaimed one 

ὑπ’ ἐμοῦ ὅτι οὐκ ἒστιν  κατὰ  ἂνθρωπον.” 

under me - that not it is according to  man.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“For, logically explanatory, I really perform the continuous type of action to make known to you all, 

brothers, based on initiation, the good news of victory, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something-the being acted upon in a point in time in the past to be proclaimed as the good news of 

victory as a matter of principle, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, under the 

source of me-that not it really performs the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being 

according to the norms and standards of man, based on initiation.” 

Principles: 

1.  The good news of victory is the message of Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death. 

2.  This good news of victory is not from man, but rather is from God. 

3.  The gospel belongs to God and is His gospel. 

4.  Throughout human history God has used men as His mouthpieces to proclaim the coming gospel and 

to proclaim the accomplished gospel. 

5.  The coming gospel is prophetic having been revealed by God in the Garden of Eden (cf. Gen. 3:14-15) 

and then through the Old Testament prophets (cf. Gen. 12:3, 15:5; Isaiah 7:14, 9:16, et al.). 

6.  It refers to the future good news of victory over sin and death which will be accomplished by God’s 

Messiah. 

7.  As pre-crucifixion individuals placed their faith in the proclamation of future victory by the Messiah 

they were made justified in the eyes of God. 

8.  The accomplished gospel is historic having been revealed to man by God through apostles and 

prophets following the resurrection of Christ. 

9.  It refers to the historically realized victory over sin and death which has been completely 

accomplished once and for all by Jesus the Christ’s sacrificial and substitutionary death on the cross. 

10.  As post-crucifixion individuals place their faith in the proclamation historical victory by the Messiah 

they are made justified in the eyes of God. 

11.  Whether pre-crucifixion or post crucifixion the consistency of the gospel message is simple:  believe 

on the Christ and you shall be saved. 

12.  This prophetic message of victory over sin and death, and consequently Lucifer’s rebellion, is first 

given to the serpent in the Garden of Eden (cf. Genesis 3:14-15). 

13.  Since the proclamation is God’s message of victory over sin and death it is logical that it does not 
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have its origins in human minds. 

14.  Likewise, since the gospel is God’s message of victory over sin and death, man is not able to modify 

it to fit his norms and standards. 

15.  Yet man has indeed attempted to modify God’s message of victory over sin and death. 

16.  Any modification to God’s message of victory over sin and death is a false gospel and lacks the 

necessary power to provide the righteousness necessary for salvation. 

17.  The false gospel of reformed theology’s doctrine of predestination modifies the availability of the 

gospel to all in its prideful supposition that God has chosen some to salvation (cf. John 3:15-16; 1 John 

2:2, 5:1, 5:4, et al.). 

18.  The false gospel of lordship salvation modifies the completed action of salvation in its legalistic 

supposition that salvation must be maintained by works. 

19.  The false gospel of the social gospel modifies the spiritual reality of salvation in its humanistic 

supposition that salvation is for the physical world and society. 

20.  The false gospel of penitent salvation modifies the total propitiation of Christ in its narcissistic and 

self-centric supposition that salvation can be restored through human emotion and offerings. 

21.  Any gospel which adds to or takes away from the gospel of Christ which belongs to God is no gospel 

at all. 

22.  Pseudo-gospels cannot achieve victory over sin and death. 

23.  Nor is there any longer any need for victory over sin and death for God has brought it about through 

Jesus Christ, His Son. 

24.  Therefore, since the gospel is God’s proclamation and cannot be changed, it is characterized by His 

norms and standards concerning the victory over sin and death. 

25.  Man cannot establish additional norms and standards upon God’s message of victory, nor can man 

remove any of God’s norms and standards of the gospel. 

26.  The gospel is what God says it is, it always has been, and it always will be for it belongs to the 

eternal and omniscient God. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul points out to the assemblies of believers in Galatia that the gospel he and his missionary 

entourage presented to them is not according to man’s norms and standards.  Paul and his missionary 

entourage were merely the agents by which the gospel was presented.  The gospel is simply and purely 

God’s proclamation of Jesus’ Christ’s victory over sin and death.  It has been accomplished in accordance 

with God’s standards and in fulfillment of His prophecies.  Thus, no man can alter His message in spite of 

the various attempts at doing so.  Man may add norms and standards to gospel or take them away from 

the gospel.  But when he does, he merely creates a pseudo-gospel which does not come from God, but 

has come from man.  The message revealed by Paul to those in Galatia was that which he received from 

God, not which he or any other man established. 
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“For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.”  (NASB) 

“For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.”  (NKJV) 

“οὐδὲ  γὰρ ἐγὼ παρὰ   ἀνθρώπου παρέλαβον αὐτὸ  

“neither For1 I from the source of man  took hold of it 

οὔτε ἐδιδάχθην ἀλλὰ    δι’  ἀποκαλύψεως   

nor was I taught but, on the other hand  through  revelation  

Ἰησοῦ  Χριστοῦ”  (NA21) 

of Jesus  Christ.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“For, because, neither I from the source of man, based on initiation, really performed the action in a 

point in time to take hold of from another it, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, 

nor was I really acted upon in a point in time to be taught, but, on the other hand, through the source 

of uncovering of that which is covered, based on response, of Jesus, an initiator, Christ, an initiatior.” 

Principles: 

1.  The gospel does not have man as its ultimate source. 

2.  God is the ultimate source of the gospel. 

3.  God has called believers to the communicating of the gospel which is His gospel, the gospel of Christ. 

4.  However, believers who communicate the gospel or even teach the gospel are not its author. 

5.  The gospel of Christ belongs to God and is the power of God for salvation to all those who believe it. 

6.  The gospel may be communicated, taught, or revealed to the unbeliever for acceptance. 

7.  Regardless of the gospel’s mode of transmission the unbeliever is faced with the opportunity for 

positive volitional response and salvation or negative volitional response and continued condemnation. 

8.  God has authored and revealed the good news of victory over sin and death that His Son secured 

through His substitutionary death on the cross. 

9.  The unbeliever’s proper response to the gospel and conviction of the Holy Spirit is to place their 

dependency upon the work of Christ. 

10.  The believer’s proper response to the gospel is to communicate and teach it to those unbelievers to 

whom the Holy Spirit directs them through the control of the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul has established already that the gospel is not according to the norms and standards of man 

(v. 10).  His statement explains why he told them that the gospel he preached to them was not one that 

he had received from man, but rather one that he had received directly from Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 9).  

Consequently, the impact of Paul’s statement produces the argument that the gospel he had preached 

to them is true since it came directly from God Himself and not man.  
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“For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God 

beyond measure, and tried to destroy it;”  (NASB) 

“For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond 

measure and tried to destroy it.”  (NKJV) 

“ ἠκούσατε  γὰρ τὴν ἐμὴν  ἀναστροφην ποτε ἐν τῶ  

“you have heard For1  the of my own conduct then in the  

Ίουδαισμῶ  ὅτι καθ’  ὑπερβολὴν  ἐδίωκον τὴν ἐκκλησίαν  

Judaism  that according to over-abundance I persecuted the assembly  

τοῦ θεοῦ  καὶ ἐπόρθουν  αὐτήν;”  (NA23) 

of the God  and sought to annihilate it.”  (KMT) 

Expanded translation: 

“For, logically explanatory, you all really have performed the action to hear and respond positively to 

the of me, based on response, pattern of behavior by which one typically carries out the activities and 

decisions of his life, based on response, then in the sphere of the Judaism, based on initiation, that 

according to the norms and standards of over-abundance, based on response, I really performed the 

continuous action in the past to pursue so as to take hold of the called out assembly of individuals 

distinguished by being gathered together for a specific purpose and identified by a designation which 

separates them from others, based on response, and, logically related, I really performed the 

continuous action in the past to attack with the intent to annihilate it, based on response” 

Principles: 

1.  Conduct is based on response to one’s norm’s and standards. 

2.  That which is in the heart of man are his beliefs. 

3.  The beliefs of the individual determine that which he has accepted to be his norms and standards for 

operating within this world during his life. 

4.  Every action that is made by an individual is the result of a belief which produced the action. 

5.  Beliefs are formed when an individual comes into contact with raw data, whether through his 

empirical senses, a construct of already learned ideas, or through reception of spiritual truth by the Holy 

Spirit. 

6.  When an individual comes into contact with raw data, regardless of its origins, his soul must 

determine what to do with it; this occurs in the mind. 

7.  The brain of the body and the mind of the soul work together to prioritize the data into information 

that is understood or can be understood. 

8.  Once the information is academically understood by the individual in his mind, he must exercise the 

soul’s volition in order to determine its use to him. 

9.  The soul of man uses a number of filtration systems in order to produce this determination. 

10.  Of the many filtration systems available to the mind of the individual are: 

 a.  Conscience-the witness of the soul regarding morality in the individual’s thoughts and 

 behavior. 
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 b.  World view-the perspective of the soul upon the world which is impacted by the heart of the 

 individual. 

 c.  Emotion-the soul’s responders to the circumstances with which the individual comes into 

 contact 

 d.  Lust Pattern-the sin nature’s dominate desire to consume pride, sensuality, or materialism 

 e.  Mentality-the mental attitude of the soul which is impacted by the emotions, perception, and 

 conscience of the individual. 

 f.  Viewpoint-the frame of reference for the soul from which the soul evaluates information, 

 impacted  the individual’s beliefs. 

11.  The individual’s mind utilizes these filtration systems to prioritize the information he understands 

into various categories such as: 

 a.  Useful-That which is useful or useless toward completing a desired objective or task. 

 b.  Gratifiable-That which is able to provide enjoyment or not. 

 c.  Moral-That which is personally right or wrong. 

 d.  Profitable-That which is beneficial or worthless. 

 e.  Truthful-That which is true or false. 

12.  Upon filtration and prioritization of the information in his mind, the individual makes a volitional 

determination regarding his acceptance or rejection of the information. 

13.  Once accepted the information may be depended upon by the individual or stored for later recall. 

14.  As the individual accepts information into his beliefs by his own volitional determination or consent, 

he establishes a belief system from which all of his actions are derived. 

15.  This belief system is known by the Latin phrase modus operandi or by the Koine Greek word 

ἀναστροφήν (“an-ah-stroh-phaen”) and is the individual’s pattern of behavior by which he typically 

operates in the activities of his life. 

16.  Since the individual’s volition is required in order to establish each individual belief of the larger 

belief system, the conduct of every person is based on response to his volitional determinations 

regarding information and its acceptance and subsequent dependence in his life. 

17.  Likewise, since the individual’s volition is required in order to establish his belief system every 

individual has to potential to modify his belief system in order to change his behavior. 

18.  Those who reject Christ are to change their thought process concerning Him as the Messiah (cf. 

Mark 1:15). 

19.  Believers are to participate in being transformed through the renovation of their mind with the Holy 

Spirit by the Word of God (cf. Romans 12:1-2). 

20.  In any case, all individuals are able to modify their behavior by changing the information they 

depend upon in their daily life. 

21.  Through erroneous belief systems humanity has perpetrated various sorts of heinous and evil 

actions. 

 a.  Nazi Germany attempted to wipe out the Jews by the fault belief that Jews were an inferior 

 race. 

 b.  Black Lives Matter (BLM) and Antifa are currently attempting to destroy American history, 

 culture, government, and society based upon the faulty belief that the American system is 

 inherently disadvantageous to non-white races and that equity is equivalent to freedom. 
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22.  Ergo, belief systems produce a series of subsets of beliefs from which many actions, ideas, and 

consequences are derived. 

23.  Those devoted to their belief systems in an inexorable manner will act according to the degree of 

their devotion in order to carry out that which their belief system demands. 

24.  Changing the belief system nonetheless allows for any individual to stop producing erroneous 

behavior. 

25.  Thus, the sinner has the potential to be saved from the penalty for their sins and walk righteously in 

Christ. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that the Galatian believers have heard how his conduct, derived from his belief 

system, produced in him zealous persecution of the body of Christ, the church.  He reminds them of the 

former manner of life in Judaism by which he zealously persecuted the church and his zealous endeavor 

to annihilate the church of God.  However, by Paul’s distinction these behaviors were past actions and 

are not present actions because of the changing of his beliefs as a result of the revelation of Jesus Christ 

Who was revealed to him on the way to Damascus. 
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“and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being 

more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.”  (NASB) 

“And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.”  (NKJV) 

“καὶ προέκοπτον  ἐν τῶ Ἰουδαισμῶ ὑπὲρ πολλοὺς συνηλικιώτας 

“and I was advancing  in the Judaism beyond many  contemporaries 

ἐν τῶ γένει μου περισσοτέρως  ζηλωτὴς ὑπάρχων  τῶν 

in the race of me exceedingly more zealous  under rule  of the 

πατρικῶν μου παραδόσεων 

paternal of me teachings. 

Expanded Translation: 

“and, logically related, I really performed the continuous action in the past to make systematic 

progress toward an objective by consistently moving forward in spite of opposition or difficulty in the 

sphere of the Judaism, based on initiation,  beyond many of those my same age, based on initiation, in 

the sphere of the race, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of me exceedingly 

more uncompromising in commitment to pursuing something, based on initiation, performing the 

continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be under rule based on its own initiation, of the 

paternal, based on response, of me instruction communicated through teaching, based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  Advancement in learning takes place by the consistent and repetitious discipline of systematically 

progressing toward further knowledge. 

2.  Believers are to make continuous progress toward spiritual maturity through the steady consumption 

of God’s instruction in doctrine. 

3.  Like Judaism, God’s revelation has been initiated by Him to man as the “faith which was once for all 

handed down to the saints.” (cf. Jude 1.3) 

4.  Pursuit of Bible doctrine requires steadfast consistency in mastering the material presented to the 

believer in the Word of God under the instruction of the Holy Spirit while in fellowship. 

5.  Zealousness for God’s Word comes based on the initiation of the individual to be uncompromisingly 

committed to the intake, indoctrination, and inculcation of God’s Word. 

6.  Inspiration to study the Word may be derived from one’s interaction with God’s Word, but 

zealousness is a disciplined pursuit of God’s Word which makes no justifications, concessions, or 

compromisations in its pursuit. 

7.  Advancement in the face of difficulty requires zealousness. 

Conclusion: 

Paul identifies his historical zealousness for the oral law as that which was taught to him from his fathers 

in the Tribe of Benjamin.  Under Gamaliel’s instruction, Paul made consistent advance in consuming the 

oral law of the rabbis and the written law of God.  In terms of the traditions of Israel Paul was 
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exceedingly well versed and yet his expression and defense of the gospel of Christ identifies that none of 

his traditional understandings make any difference regarding the gospel of Christ.  In spite of his 

zealousness for the oral law which was both a religious pursuit and a pursuit based on his heritage Paul 

identifies his salvation comes through God’s grace at the time in which He was pleased to reveal His Son 

Jesus of Nazareth to Paul (cf. Gal. 1:15-16). 
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“But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 

was pleased,”  (NASB) 

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His 

grace,”  (NKJV) 

“Ὅτε δὲ εὐδόκησεν  ὁ ἀφορίσας με ἐκ κοιλίας   

“when But1  He was pleased , the separating me out of belly    

μητρός   μου καὶ καλέσας διὰ  τῆς χάριτος  αὐτοῦ”  (NA21) 

of mother of me and calling  through  the grace  of Him”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different, when He really performed the action in a point in time to take satisfaction in 

something as a result of considering and understanding the goodness of its characteristics the Initiator 

performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle to separate by clear definition or 

distinction based on His own initiation me out of the source of belly, based on response, of mother, 

based on response, of me and, logically related, performing the action in a point in time as a matter of 

principle to call to a position or task based on His own initiation through the attitude of undeserved 

favor which takes responsibility for the needs of another, based on response, of Him, an initiator,” 

Principles: 

1.  God’s direct will intersects in the course of human history within the moment in time in which He is 

well-pleased to carry out His specific objective. 

2.  God’s determination of when to act is based upon His character, primarily that of His omniscience, 

love, righteousness, and sovereignty. 

3.  God’s timing is always righteous and complete, lacking nothing. 

4.  God is the One who separates men for His purposes at the moment of their first breath. 

5.  When a human is born they are separated for God’s specifically designed purpose and call upon their 

life. 

6.  As they mature they are given the opportunity to reject knowledge of God or to seek knowledge of 

God. 

7.  Those who reject knowledge of God and do not seek an understanding of Him will also reject His Son. 

8.  Since no one can know the Father except through the Son, those who seek to know God will be 

presented the opportunity for hearing the gospel. 

9.  Those who accept Jesus Christ as God’s Son and believe upon Him as their Savior are simultaneously 

entered into a relationship with God wherein they can walk out His purpose for Him. 

10.  Through God’s attitude of grace towards sinners, He provides to them the gospel and a role to play 

in His Kingdom. 

11.  When God’s grace for salvation is taken hold of by personal faith in God’s grace provision (Jesus’ 

sacrificial death on the cross), the call of God for salvation is ratified. 

12.  The position to which God calls sinners by His grace is righteousness positionally in Christ. 

13.  The task to which God calls sinners by His grace is faith in Christ for salvation. 
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14.  In God’s omniscience, He knows who will accept the generic call of His gospel of grace and who will 

reject His call. 

15.  The specific call of God for each believer is based upon the works which He has prepared 

beforehand for the believer to carry out in fellowship with Him. 

16.  But God has called each believer to a specific task, designating each believer for His purpose and 

preparing each believer with spiritual gifts to support His purpose for the believer(cf. Romans 12:3-8; 1 

Cor. 12:4-11). 

17.  God separates out those for service to Him in the moment that they are removed from their 

mother’s womb. 

18.  His calling is both generic and specific. 

19.  Generically, God calls all men to be saved through faith in Jesus Christ. 

20.  Specifically, God calls believers to walk with Him in that which He has specifically designated as their 

service to Him. 

21.  Whether generic or specific, God’s call is based upon and provided through His attitude of favor 

towards man. 

22.  God’s attitude is undeservedly favorable toward man apart from any merit or achievement of man. 

23.  God’s gracious attitude toward sinners is the outpouring expression of His love for the world 

through which He takes responsibility for the needs of sinners. 

24.  Thus, it is through a righteous sacrifice of His Son for sinful man’s behalf that He provides to man 

what is necessary for his salvation. 

25.  Likewise, for the believer, it is through a righteous sacrifice of His Son that He provides to the 

believer what is necessary to walk out the tasks and objectives for which the believer was born. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that the moment of his conversion was the result of God’s timing in his life.  

However, God had already, previous to revealing Paul’s ministry to him, had identified Paul and called 

Paul through His grace.  Thus, the basis for Paul’s spiritual walk, designation by God as an apostle, and 

faith in Christ is the attitude of God toward Him which is not earned by works, nor is repaid by works, 

but is given freely through the love of God which took care of all of Paul’s needs. 
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“to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult 

with flesh and blood,”  (NASB) 

“to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with 

flesh and blood,”  (NKJV) 

“ἀποκαλύψαι  τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ  ἐν   ἐμοί ἵνα 

“to uncover  the Son of Him  in the sphere of  me in order that 

εὐαγγελίζωμαι  αὐτὸν ἐν   τοῖς ἔθνεσιν  εὐθέως   

I might proclaim Him in the sphere of  the nations  straightly 

οὐ προσανεθέμην  σαρκί  καὶ αἵματι,”  (ΝΑ21)  

not I consulted  flesh  and blood,”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

"to perform the action in a point in time to uncover something resulting in its visibility the Son, based 

on initiation, of Him, an initiator, in the sphere of me in order that I might participate in being acted 

upon in a continuous type of action to proclaim the good news of victory Him, an initiator, in the 

sphere of the nations, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, straightly in manner 

not I really participated in the action in a point in time to take up a matter with flesh, based on 

response, and, logically related, blood, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something,” 

Principles: 

1.  God uses believers to uncover His Son to others. 

2.  It is through the partnering of the believer with God through the role God has assigned to each 

believer that He uncovers His Son to others. 

3.  God has a specific plan and purpose for each human which He separates out at first breath for 

physical life. 

4.  That specific plan and purpose gives to each human a role to play in serving God for the glorification 

of Him and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

5.  In order to participate in that plan each human must accept Jesus Christ as the penalty provided by 

God for all humanity. 

6.  This is a process that begins when the human comes to the awareness of God’s existence. 

7.  Once aware of God’s existence the human must express desire to know God. 

8.  Once the individual expresses a desire to know God, God brings to him the gospel message. 

9.  After hearing the gospel message the individual may choose to trust Jesus Christ as the propitiation 

for his sins or he may reject Him. 

10.  Should the individual accept the gospel message then he is saved and able to relate to God through 

Christ. 

11.  As the believer walks with God he participates in putting himself in the place where God is able to 

act upon him to carry out His own will and plan for that individual. 

12.  Salvation is a prerequisite for God working in an individual to glorify Himself. 

13.  God uncovers His Son in believers so that they are able to have the potential to participate in Him 



Galatians 1.16 
Summary Review 

using them. 

14.  The believer’s focus should rightly then be zealously anchored towards spiritual service to God in 

accordance with God’s control of the believer submitted to Him. 

15.  As the believer walks in fellowship with God, God and the believer accomplish the specific plan and 

purpose for which that individual was separated out from his mother’s womb. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies God’s purpose for uncovering His Son in Paul was so that Paul would have the 

potential to participate in proclaiming the good news of victory over sin and death which is Jesus Christ.  

At this point, Paul does not seek human viewpoint regarding the carrying out of God’s purpose for Paul.  

His purpose to minister to the Gentiles was not assigned to him by flesh and blood, therefore Paul’s 

concerns regarding the carrying out of God’s ministry for him required spiritual consultation. 
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“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and 

returned once more to Damascus.”  (NASB) 

“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned 

once more to Damascus.”  (NKJV) 

“οὐδὲ  ἀνηλθον εὶς Ίεροσόλυμα πρὸς τοὺς πρὸ ἐμοῦ ἀποστόλους 

“but not I came up into Jerusalem toward of the before of me apostles 

ἀλλὰ   ἀπῆλθον εἰς Άραβίαν καὶ πάλιν ὑπέστρεψα είς 

but, on the other hand  I came up into Arabia  and again turned back into  

Δαμασκόν” (NA21) 

Damascus.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But not I really performed the action in a point in time to come up into the limits and boundaries of 

Jerusalem, based on response, toward the in front of me apostles, based on initiation, but, on the 

other hand, I really performed the action in a point in time to come up into the limits and boundaries 

of Arabia, based on response, and, logically related, again I really performed the action in a point in 

time to turn back to a previous position into the limits and boundaries of Damascus, based on 

response. 

Principles: 

1.  Spiritual calling requires spiritual training. 

2.  When God calls a believer as His servant then God will in His grace equip that believer with that 

which he needs in order to serve Him. 

3.  Flesh and blood, regardless of advancement in the faith or position of leadership in the body, is not 

the origin of the calling or the source of the equipping for service. 

4.  The believer is assigned his role of service by God and is trained for that service by God. 

5.  The crux of the individual’s training for service is his faithfulness to walk spiritually in complete 

dependence upon God in fellowship with Him. 

6.  As the believer responds to God’s momentary leading of him in a position of fellowship with God, the 

believer is grown by God’s instruction as taught by the Holy Spirit. 

7.  Likewise, the gifting of God for service is accomplished not by man, but by God. 

8.  The spiritual gifts which belong to each believer become his at the moment of his faith in Christ. 

9.  They are utilized in conjunction with the Holy Spirit’s control and in partnership with volitional 

dependence upon God and His Word. 

10.  No believer needs anything other than his relationship with God (albeit properly walked within) in 

order to be equipped for ministry. 

11.  God has placed believers into positions of leadership such as apostles, prophets, evangelists, and 

pastor-teachers for the purpose of others being equipped through His working through them. 

12.  An apostle, prophet, evangelist, or pastor-teacher acting outside of fellowship with God is powerless 

to spiritually equip those under their purview and leadership. 
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13.  Regardless of whether the apostle, prophet, evangelist, or pastor-teacher is operating in fellowship 

or out of fellowship, the believer being trained can only be trained by the Holy Spirit’s instruction of him. 

14.  The believer’s personal relationship with God is the interface for being equipped for service to Him. 

15.  The believer’s fellowship with God is the arena in which the believer becomes equipped through 

whatever vehicle God utilizes. 

16.  The on and off switch for operation in the proper arena for equipping is the God-given personal 

volition of each individual. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that he did not seek out fellow humans after his calling was made known to him.  

Rather than seeking to take up the matter of his calling with flesh and blood he went to Arabia to take 

the matter up with God.  Throughout Paul’s time in Arabia God equipped him for service as Paul and 

God sorted out his calling in service to God. 
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“Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him 

fifteen days.”  (NASB) 

“Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.”  

(NKJV) 

“Ἔπειτα  μετὰ τρία ἔτη ἀνῆλθον εἰς Ἰεροσόλυμα ἱστορῆσαι 

“Thereupon with three years I came up into Jerusalem to know firsthand 

Κηφᾶν  καὶ ἐπέμεινα πρὸς αὐτὸν ἡμέρας  δεκαπέντε” (NA21) 

Cephas (Peter) and maintained toward him days  fifteen;” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

Thereupon with three years, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, I really 

performed the action in a point in time to come up into the limits and boundaries of Jerusalem, based 

on response, to perform the action in a point in time as a matter of purpose to develop firsthand 

knowledge through personal interaction with Cephas, an initiator, and, logically related, I really 

performed the action in a point in time to maintain position upon being oriented toward him, an 

initiator, days, based on response, fifteen; 

Principles: 

1.  Personal experience with someone or something is developed through personal interaction with that 

person or thing. 

2.  As one sees things for himself he develops firsthand knowledge of that which he witnesses. 

3.  Based upon his firsthand knowledge of what he himself has witnessed he is able to testify concerning 

that with which he has interacted. 

4.  Academic information is available to those who are willing to listen to another individual with 

knowledge of the subject matter. 

5.  However, firsthand knowledge of someone or something requires an individual to interact with and 

observe that person or thing. 

6.  This development of firsthand knowledge results in the academic, factual information, becoming 

experiential information. 

7.  Without interacting with factual knowledge for oneself experiential knowledge in that subject cannot 

be developed. 

8.  By walking spiritually the believer is able to develop firsthand knowledge of the God of the Universe. 

9.  All the reading of Scripture, singing of hymns or praises, and sitting under sermons in the universe 

cannot bring about experiential knowledge of God in the believer unless the believer himself develops 

interaction with God in a personal relationship with Him. 

10.  This requires spiritual operation in fellowship with God. 

11.  Those who interact with God observe His working in their life and His grace provision given to them 

as they interact with Him. 

12.  Likewise, those who interact with God keeps His Word and His commandments while doing so. 

13.  Abiding in God through fellowship with Him under the willful submission of personal volition to His 
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will results in the believer coming to have experiential knowledge of Him (1 John 2:3-6). 

14.  Abiding upon God and maintaining a position of fixed fellowship with Him provides the believer an 

accelerated spiritual maturation under the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

Paul continues to identify that his apostleship was not based upon the commissioning of men.  He does 

so by identifying the purpose of his first visit to Cephas in Jerusalem as being to get firsthand knowledge 

of Peter.  Paul’s focus of becoming personal knowledgeable about Peter did not waver during his fifteen 

day stay in Jerusalem.  As Paul continues to defend the unadulterated gospel of Christ, he continues to 

provide the background for his calling to the Gentiles as having been from God and not from man. 
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“But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.” (NASB) 

“But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”  (NKJV) 

“ἕτερον  δὲ1 τῶν ἀποστόλων οὐκ εἶδον, εἰ μὴ Ἰάκωβον 

“another But1 of the apostles not I saw if not James 

τὸν ἀδελφὸν τοῦ κυρίου.”  (NA21) 

the brother  of the Lord.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

But, slightly different,1 another of a different kind, based on initiation, of the apostles, based on 

initiation, not I really performed the action in a point in time to look at and recognize if, as is the case, 

not James, an initiator, the brother, based on initiation, of the Lord, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  An apostle is a position in the filled by one who has been commissioned by Jesus Christ with the 

authority of revealing the mysteries of God’s will to the church during the church age. 

2.  The purpose of the position is to reveal the instruction of God to the church, giving the body of Christ 

His will for living out spiritual life. 

3.  Apostles were commissioned by Jesus Christ (cf. Luke 6:13). 

4.  Apostles were firsthand witnesses to the ministry of Jesus (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:1). 

5.  Apostles performed signs that were evidentiary of their commissioning (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:12). 

6.  Apostles were a part of God’s grace provision for the equipping of the saints for ministry through the 

development of spiritual maturity (cf. Eph. 4:11-13). 

7.  Apostles, as well as prophets, played the role of revealing divine truth to the saints. 

8.  Upon completion of God’s revelation to of His will to humanity and the death of those commissioned 

as apostles the role ceased. 

9.  Those who claim to be apostles in today’s portion of the church age are self-commissioned and 

deceived by false understanding of the nature of the apostolic office, design, and function. 

10.  There were a specific number of apostles given to the church by Jesus Christ. 

11.  Of those, one failed to carry out his stewardship, Judas Iscariot. 

12.  The office and function of apostle died off with the death of those commissioned as such by Jesus. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul continues his apologetic discourse concerning his apostleship coming from God and not 

man.  The source of his apostleship establishes the foundation for the gospel he brought to those in 

Galatia who received it when he and his missionary entourage proclaimed the good news to those in 

Galatia. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 



 



Apostles of the Church Age 

There is much rumor, tradition, and presumption surrounding both what an apostle is and who the 

apostles are in the church age.  Consequently, a brief overview of apostleship and those identified as 

apostles is in order so as to be clear on the matter. 

To begin with is the definition of what an apostle is.  For this the Koine Greek word ἀποστόλος (“ah-pos-

to-los”) which literally means, “one commissioned with the battle plan and authority to carry it out, 

based on initiation.”  Transliterated into English as “apostle,” this term referred originally to an emissary 

who was sent out by an authority figure to carry out a mission.   The authority who sent out the 

emissary commissioned both his task and the authority necessary to carry the task to completion.  In 

terms of the Greek Navy, the apostle was responsible for sending each ship into battle with its specific 

role in the battle plan.  There is an authority, position, and task inherent to ἀποστόλος.   

During the early stage of the church age this authority, position, and task of revealing God’s instruction 

to believers was given to specific men.  Their role was to reveal the mysteries of God’s will for spiritual 

living during the church age and to testify concerning Jesus Christ not just as Messiah, but as Lord.  They 

were one of four roles given to the church through which God provided for the equipping of saints to 

serve Him (cf. Eph. 4:11-12; wherein “pastors and teachers” should be accurately recognized as “pastor-

teachers” being one and the same grammatically.).  Thus the purpose of the apostles was to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry by the revelation of God’s plan and will for spiritual life and operation.  

They possessed spiritual gifts that supported their role and carried the authority from God with them 

over the church.  Thus, hierarchically, they possessed the highest role a sheep could possess amongst 

other sheep. 

When Jesus summoned His twelve disciples in Matthew 10, He gave them apostolic commissions as His 

emissaries.  Known as the original twelve apostles (and disciples for that matter; albeit different 

descriptions of the same men), each of the men listed in Matthew 10:2-4 were given instructions to go 

to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” by Jesus (cf. Matt. 10:5-6).  The original twelve apostles are 

listed as Simon (who is called Peter), Andrew (Simon’s brother), James (the son of Zebedee), John 

(James’ brother; son of Zebedee), Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew (the tax collector), James (the 

son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon (the Zealot),  and Judas (the betrayer).  Of these twelve Judas the 

“son of perdition” was lost to suicide, leaving eleven of the original twelve apostles. 

The Apostles attempted to replace Judas’ role according to Acts 1:12-26, but their achievement of 

success is viewed with skepticism by many, the author included.  Peter led the process, standing in the 

midst of a crowd of one hundred and twenty persons.  He quoted from two Psalms (Psalm 69 and Psalm 

109) as the basis for their seeking of a replacement for Judas the betrayer.  In their pursuit Peter 

declared that Judas’ replacement should be one who had “accompanied us all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us-beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken 

from us” (Acts 1:21-22).  The purpose in selecting a replacement apostle was given by Peter as being to 

“become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  Thus the apostle’s role, at the least in Peter’s 

perspective, carried with it a testifying of the resurrection of Christ. 
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Of the crowd two men were posited as potential witnesses for the role of apostle were Joseph (called 

Barsabbas and Justus) and Matthias.  Matthias drew the lot and was counted as an apostle together 

with the other eleven.  While Eusebius counts Matthias as being among the 70 disciples of Jesus in his 

work Historia Ecclesiastica, no other mention of Matthias’ name is present in the New Testament.   

The nature of Matthias’ selection, namely that it originated in man’s attempt to replace Judas with a 

man of their choosing (and not necessarily God’s), that the selection between the two candidates was 

carried out by a traditional, yet pagan, manner of casting lots, and that Matthias seems to be the most 

historically forgotten or ignored apostle of early Christendom cause many to doubt the legitimacy of his 

apostleship.  These things combined with Paul’s extraordinary encounter with Jesus and apostolic 

commissioning by God seems to come to a harmonious conclusion.  Yet, there were even other apostles 

mentioned prior to Paul’s apostolic commissioning, thus no dogmatic conclusion concerning this can be 

drawn beyond apparent deductive consideration.  Finally, it should be noted that Luke includes “twelve 

apostles” in his account of the apostles choosing seven men in charge of caring for the Hellenistic 

widows (cf. Acts 6:2).  This is not evidence of Matthias’ divine appointment, but does affirm Luke’s view 

that Matthias counted amongst the other eleven apostles as was declared in Acts 1:26. 

After the eleven apostles (excluding their addition of Matthias for now), it is clear that there are a 

number of other apostles explicitly mentioned in Scripture.  Since Paul was previously mentioned it is 

logical to begin the summary of these apostles with him. 

Paul was given his commission as an apostle directly by Jesus Christ and God the Father (cf. Gal. 1:1, 15).  

He makes it clear through the defense of both the gospel he preached and the authority from which he 

preached it that his apostolic commissioning was not at the hands of man (cf. Gal. 1:11-24).  His 

apostolic commission is evidenced by his having performed the “signs of a true apostle” (cf. 2 Cor. 

12:12), an objective verification of the apostles’ commissioning by God.  When God gives direction to an 

individual that direction is always solidified by objectively verifiable evidence.  Paul’s ministry was 

carried out “in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit” (cf. Romans 15:17-19). 

James, the brother of the Lord is also identified as an apostle according to Paul in Galatians 1:19 where 

Paul writes, “But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”  A clear 

attestation to the apostolic commissioning of one of Jesus’ brothers to whom Jesus appeared post-

resurrection according to 1 Corinthians 15:6-8.  James was the pastor of the Jerusalem church and the 

writer of the Epistle of James addressed to the diaspora (cf. James 1:1).  His apostleship marks the third 

James identified clearly in Scripture as an apostle. 

Paul mentions two other apostles in his list of greetings at the end of Romans:  Andronicus and Junias 

(cf. Romans 16:7), both of which are mentioned this singular time in the New Testament but are clearly 

“among the apostles” according to Paul. 

Other apostles connected to Paul include Barnabas his partner in ministry and early sponsor in front of 

the other apostles (Acts 9:27).  Acts 4:36 identifies Barnabas also had the name “Joseph” and was a 

“Levite of Cyprian birth” and his apostleship is clearly identified in Acts 14:14 where, upon hearing of the 
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impending sacrifices to Zeus in response to seeing the healing of a lame man at Lystra the “apostles 

Barnabas and Paul…tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd.” 

Silvanus (or Silas) and Timothy are counted in Paul’s first epistle to believers in Thessalonica as apostles 

where he writes, “nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as 

apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority” (cf. 1 Thess. 2:6).  The introduction to the 

epistle clearly lists Silvanus and Timothy along with Paul as the writers of the epistle. 

There are others whose apostleship remains in question as a result of ambiguous record of their calling.  

But each of these mentioned in this brief summary are specifically identified as having been called 

apostles during the initial stages of the Church Age.  With their deaths the role of the apostle ceased. 
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“(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)”  (NASB) 

“(Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.)” (NKJV) 

“ἁ δὲ1 γράφω ὑμίν ἰδοὺ ἐνώπιον τοῦ θεοῦ ὅτι  

“what But1 I write you all behold in front of the God that  

οὐ ψεύδομαι” (NA21) 

not I misrepresent reality.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different,1 what, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, I really perform 

the continuous type of action to write to you all, you are commanded to perform the action in a point 

in time to look at and behold in front of the presence of the God, an initiator, that not I really am 

participating in being acted upon in a continuous type of action to misrepresent reality.” 

Principles: 

1.  God is the ultimate judge of reality. 

2.  That which misrepresents reality is antithetical to God and is condemned by Him. 

3.  Anyone declaring something false in the presence of God is responsible to God for their false 

declaration. 

4.  Truth is that which corresponds to what is real and actual. 

5.  That which is real and actual spiritually harmonizes with that which is real and actual physically. 

6.  What does not correspond accurate to what is real and actual is false. 

7.  Those who fail to believe God fail to accept what is real and actual in place of that which is false. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul bolsters the reality of his proclamations concerning the source of the gospel and apostolic 

calling he is defending by testifying that he would be glad to have them watch him make the same 

statements in front of the presence of the source of truth, God almighty. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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“Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”  (NASB) 

“Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”  (NKJV) 

“ἔπειτα  ἦλθον εἰς τὰ κλίματα  τῆς Συρίας  καὶ 

“Thereupon I came into the regions  of the Syria  and  

τῆς Κιλικίας.” (NA23)  

of the Cilicia.”  (KMT) 

 

Expanded translation: 

Thereupon I really performed the action in a point in time to travel from one place to another with 

emphasis on arrival into the regions, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, of the 

Syria, based on response, and, logically related, the Cilicia, based on response. 

Principles: 

1.  Syria was a region directly north of Israel. 

2.  Damascus was a part of the southern region of Syria. 

3.  Antioch was a part of the northwestern region of Syria. 

4.  Cilicia was a region northwest of Syria. 

5.  Tarsus, Paul’s hometown was a part of the south eastern region of Cilicia. 

6.  These regions were a part of the greater Roman Empire during the time of Paul’s writing to the 

Galatians. 

7.  Paul’s conversion occurred somewhere between Jerusalem and Damascus. 

8.  Paul went away to Arabia, directly west of Syria, to confer with God concerning his apostleship (cf. 

Gal. 1:15-17), before returning to Damascus. 

9.  Upon returning to Damascus Paul spent 3 years teaching until he upset the Jews and made his escape 

(cf. Acts 9:23-25) to Jerusalem to meet Peter. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul details the history of his travels to identify where he went after he was called an apostle by 

God.  His apostleship provides the basis for his authority in and presentation of the gospel of Christ.  

Thus, as Paul recounts his travels he bolsters the argument that he received both his apostleship and the 

gospel he preaches as an apostle from God and not from the hands of man. 



Todd
Typewritten Text
Regions of Paul's Post-Conversion Travelsfrom Galatians 1:15-21
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“And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ;”  (NASB) 

“And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ.”  (NKJV) 

“ἤμην δὲ1 ἀγνούμενος τῶ προσώπω ταῖς ἐκκλησίαις τῆς Ἰουδίας 

“I was But,1 unknown by the sight  to the  assemblies of the Judea 

ταῖς ἐν Χριστῶ”  (NA21) 

to the in Christ.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

But, slightly different,1 I really participated in the continuous action in the past to exist in the state of 

being having participated in being acted upon in a continuous type of action as a matter of principle to 

be unknown based on my own initiation by the face, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, the assemblies, based on response, of the Judea, based on response, the in the sphere of 

Christ, an initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  As the believer submits himself to the direction of the Father under the Holy Spirit’s control he goes 

where he is led by God. 

2.  To do so he submits his free will to God for God to utilize as He so desires. 

3.  Submitting to God’s will requires one to yield his own volitional operation to the Father. 

4.  As a result, the Father is able to use the believer’s (and his volition) to direct the believer to wherever 

the Father desires him to go. 

5.  Consequently, the believer encounters that which God leads him to and does not encounter what 

God does not lead him to. 

6.  The believer is to place himself (and his free will) under the authority of God for God to utilize as He 

sees fit. 

7.  This results in the believer missing out on things that may be deemed good humanly or logically, but 

are not that which God has prepared beforehand in which the believer is to walk (cf. Eph. 2:10). 

8.  Nevertheless, God is able to move His child in fellowship where He wants His child to go, experiencing 

and accomplishing that which He wants His child to experience and accomplish. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that he did not even show up in Judea to those who were part of the Judean 

assemblies in Christ.  He was acted upon to be unknown to their faces as he walked under the direction 

of God through the Holy Spirit.  God took Him north to Syria and Cilicia following his time in Jerusalem, 

rather than south to Judea.  Therefore, there were many believers who had no idea what Paul looked 

like who lacked firsthand knowledge of Him. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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“but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried 

to destroy.’”  (NASB) 

“But they were hearing only, ‘He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once 

tried to destroy.’”  (KNJV) 

“μόνον  δε1 ἀκούοντες  ἧσαν  ὅτι Ὁ διώκων  ἡμᾶς ποτε 

“only  but1 hearing  they were that, “The persecuting us then 

νῦν εὐαγγελίζεται  τὴν πίστιν ἥν ποτε ἐπόρθει.” (NA21) 

now proclaims  the faith which then he persecuted.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

but, slightly different,1 only performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to hear 

and respond positively based on their own initiation, they really performed the continuous action in 

the past to exist in the state of being that, “The performing the continuous type of action as  a matter 

of principle to pursue so as to take hold of us then, now, he really is participating in the continuous 

type of action to proclaim the good news of victory the complete dependency upon something to do 

something specific, based on response, which, based on response then, he really performed the 

continuous action in the past to attack with the intent to annihilate.” 

Principles: 

1.  Hearing and responding positively to something is based on the initiation of the hearer to utilize their 

free will to respond properly to that which was heard. 

2.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of His victory over sin and death. 

3.  In that Jesus conquered sin and death He has set free all who will believe in His work on the cross. 

4.  Thus, all the believing ones are, in Him, set free from enslavement to their sin nature and its 

consequential judgment by God the Father and they are, in Him, victorious over the grave, having 

eternal life. 

5.  Complete dependency upon the work of Jesus Christ on the cross results in the believer conquering 

sin and death in Christ. 

6.  Faith is based on response. 

7.  Those who hear the victorious proclamation that Jesus has conquered sin and death on the cross and 

in his resurrection must choose to respond to the proclamation with faith. 

8.  If they respond then their complete dependency upon Jesus Christ is based on their response to the 

proclamation of the gospel of Christ. 

9.  If they reject the gospel of Christ, then there is no dependency upon Jesus Christ for salvation and the 

unbeliever remains in condemnation until such a time as his response is that of faith. 

10.  Faith requires works from the object upon which it depends. 

11.  If an individual responds to the gospel by trusting Jesus Christ to have paid the penalty for his sins, 

then Jesus Christ must have accomplished that work for the individual’s dependency to be supported. 

                                                           
1
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12.  If Jesus Christ did not pay for the penalty of man’s sins, and, if God did not accept that payment for 

the penalty of man’s sins, then man’s dependency upon Jesus Christ would be empty and inactive. 

13.  Faith requires one to depend upon something else rather than himself. 

14.  For salvation, this means that the believer has placed his dependency (his faith) upon Jesus Christ as 

the anointed sacrifice for man’s sins. 

15.  For walking spiritually, this means that the believer places his dependency (his faith) upon the Holy 

Spirit’s control through willful submission to God the Father. 

16.  For eternity, this means that the believer has placed his dependency (his faith) upon God’s promise 

of a heavenly citizenship in His kingdom. 

17.  Regardless of the arena, whenever an individual places their dependency upon something that thing 

must provide the necessary works to do what was expected of it. 

18.  If it fails to do so then the faith placed upon it was dead, being without the necessary component 

(works supplied by the object being trusted) for life (cf. James 2:14). 

19.  When an individual places their dependency upon the gospel of Jesus Christ, God does the work to 

save that individual (cf. Eph. 2:8-9) from the eternal judgment for their sin. 

20.  Peace results from understanding that God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promise is completely 

dependent upon His immutable character rather than the activity of the believer. 

21.  Likewise, walking spiritually with God during the remnant of the believer’s physical life is completely 

dependent upon Him to do His work through His child. 

22.  The child of God must merely present himself to God as a living sacrifice, depending completely 

upon God to do with him as He pleases. 

Conclusion: 

 The churches in Judea had accepted that which they heard that Paul was no longer the 

persecutor, but now is proclaiming the gospel of Christ.  Paul uses the Judean churches as support of his 

designation by God as an apostle against those who are challenging his ministry.  In spite of Paul not 

being in their presence to prove his transformation by the work of God in him, the Judean churches 

accepted that which they heard of Paul’s conversion.  They believed the report of Paul’s conversion and 

transformation in spite of not seeing it firsthand. 
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“And they were glorifying God because of me.”  (NASB) 

“And they glorified God in me.”  (NKJV) 

“καὶ ἐδόξαζον ἐν   ἐμοὶ τὸν θεόν.”  (ΝΑ21) 

“And  they glorified in the sphere of  me the God.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, they really performed the continuous action in the past to show honor or 

esteem resulting from a good opinion of the character of Another in the sphere of me the God, an 

Initiator.” 

Principles: 

1.  The purpose of man is to glorify God. 

2.  Glorification of God is the magnification of God’s character through the individual. 

3.  While the individual submits to God’s sovereignty and plan for his life God’s characteristics are put on 

display. 

4.  God is love (cf. 1 John 4:8). 

5.  God is omnipresent (cf. Psalm 139:8). 

6.  God is omniscient (cf. Colossians 2:3). 

7.  God is eternal (cf. Psalm 90:2). 

8.  God is righteous (cf. Psalm 145:17). 

9.  God is omnipotent (cf. Revelation 19:6). 

10.  God is sovereign (cf. Hebrews 6:13). 

11.  Because of these seven attributes God is holy (וׁש ֺ   (qa-dosh”: unique and distinct from others“  :ָדק

       (cf. Lev. 20:7). 

12.  His character is also immutable (cf. Malachi 3:6). 

13.  The glorification of God is the result of witnessing God at work in, with, and through His creation, 

whether flora and fauna or mankind. 

14.  As God’s work in a person is made apparent His character is magnified. 

15.  As God’s character is magnified, those who see Him develop a good opinion of Him. 

16.  Because of their good opinion of God He is shown honor or esteem. 

17.  God is able to be glorified in regards to the actions He accomplishes through individuals. 

18.  God is glorified through man’s belief and abidance in Him (cf. Matt. 5:16; John 15:8). 

19.  However, God is also glorified through His judgment of those who do not believe (cf. Jude 1:14-15). 

20.  Those who see God as the source of the believer’s actions will show honor or esteem to Him for 

what He has done in those and with those and through those who depend upon Him in their walk with 

Him. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul’s statement identifies that the Judean believers, whom Paul had not yet even been face to 

face with, were showing honor and esteem to God for that which He had accomplished in Paul.  This is 

part of Paul’s defense of his ministry to the Galatian believers.  As the Judaizers discredited Paul to the 
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Galatian believers, Paul points out the glorification of God that took place in the Judean believers who 

heard of God’s work in him.  God took the persecutor from zealous persecution to zealous proclamation 

of the gospel he once persecuted putting His attributes on full display for all to see.  The Judean 

believers recognized God’s work in Paul and the result was their honoring of God for who He is.  This 

supports Paul’s proclamation of the Gospel of Christ and his designation by God as an apostle. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
The Rainbow as Representative of the Seven Attributes of God 

 

In Revelation 5:6, John identifies that there are seven attributes of God which have been sent out into 

the world. 

“And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.” 

The structure of the original language describes the Lamb standing between the throne as having two 

specific characteristics.  The first is identified as “seven horns” which identify His possession of complete 

authority.  Horns symbolize the authority of kings in Scripture, and the number seven identifies 

something as being complete.  Therefore, the Lamb standing between the throne has complete 

authority.  The second characteristic which the Lamb possesses is described as “seven eyes, which are 

the seven Spirits of God.” 

The seven eyes represent the seven attributes of the God, also referenced in Scripture as the “seven 

Spirits of God” (cf. Rev. 1:4, and 3:1).  These seven attributes of God were “sent out into all the earth 

during a period of time in the past.  The words “sent out” are translated from the Koine Greek word 

ἀπεσταλμενοι (“ah-pes-tal-meh-noi”) which literally means, “having participated in the action of being 

acted upon in a completed action in the past with results continuing on to be sent out with the battle 

plan and the authority to execute it as a matter of principle, based on their own initiation.” 

The seven attributes of God were sent out into the world in a completed action in the past with the 

result that His character has been seen in human history.  This was accomplished when God sent His Son 

to be the Savior of the world.  Through Jesus’ life on earth the attributes of God were displayed for all to 

see.  Historically, humanity can look back at Jesus and see God’s character in Him.  God also put His 

attributes on display after the flood.  Ezekiel identifies God’s glory as being like that of the rainbow in 

Ezekiel 1:28. 

“As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the 

surrounding radiance.  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  And when I 

saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.” 

Notice that Ezekiel identifies God’s glory as having an appearance like to that of the rainbow.  When God 

made His post-flood covenant with the earth and all flesh (cf. Gen. 9:13-15) to never again flood the 

earth He used the rainbow as a sign of the covenant (cf. Gen 9:16). 

“When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between 

God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 

The rainbow is God’s visual sign of His character which supports His covenants and promises.  It contains 

seven colors, Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, and Violet (ROY G BIV).  Each color represents an 

attribute of God’s character.  The covenant to never again flood the earth completely is supported by 

God’s character as represented in the rainbow visually.  Both Revelation 4:3 and Revelation 10:1 identify 

the rainbow in relationship to God’s character and throne. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
The Likeness of the Character of God 

In Ezekiel  1:28, the prophet Ezekiel identifies the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD as 

being like that of a rainbow. 

“As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the 

surrounding radiance.  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  And when I 

saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.” 

As Ezekiel expresses his visions of God’s glory (cf. Ezekiel 1:24ff) he includes the description of God’s 

glory as appearing similar to a rainbow.  The word “likeness” is translated from the Biblical Hebrew 

word, מְּד  which literally means, “similar in form or nature.”  It is the same word used in ,(”de-moot“) תּו

the historical account of man’s creation to identify that man is made as a spiritual being in the same 

form or nature of God, Who Himself is spirit (cf. John 4:24).  The rainbow’s appearance in the sky is 

similar in form or nature to the appearance of the glory of God. The word “glory” is used in Scripture to 

identify the character of God.  Thus, when Ezekiel describes his vision, he identifies the rainbow in the 

sky as appearing like the glory of God.  In Genesis 9:16, God says to Noah,  

“‘When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it to remember the everlasting covenant between 

God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’” 

God uses the rainbow after the flood as a visual representation of His character.  It is the rainbow which 

comforts all flesh that God will never again flood the entire earth.  It is through the rainbow seen in the 

sky that God Himself remembers the everlasting covenant He has made with “every living creature.”  

The rainbow is seen again in Revelation 4:3 and Revelation 10:1 in relationship to God’s character and 

throne.   

In the colors of the rainbow God’s character is represented visually to every living creature.  Each color 

of the rainbow is representative of one of the seven attributes of God’s character (cf. Revelation 5:6).  

Throughout human history civilizations have utilized colors as symbols.  Each color of the rainbow can be 

traced throughout literature and human history to identify an attribute which Scripture also reveals is 

possessed by God. 

Color of the Rainbow  Literary and Historical Symbol  Scripture’s Description of God  

Red    Love     Love (1 John 4:8) 

Orange    Omnipresence     Omnipresent (Psalm 139:8) 

Yellow    Wisdom/Knowledge   Omniscient (Colossians 2:3) 

Green    Eternalness    Eternal (Psalm 90:2) 

Blue    Purity in Justice    Righteousness (Psalm 145:17) 

Indigo    Power     Omnipotence (Revelation 19:6) 

Violet    Royalty/Authority   Sovereignty (Hebrews 6:13) 

When the rainbow is visible in the sky man is reminded of the glory of God; the character by which He 

operates in all things and which makes Him distinct from all others.  Thus shall He be praised. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
The Rainbow as an Illustration of the Incarnation 

Throughout Scripture God has used the rainbow as a visual token representing His character (cf. Gen. 

9:15-16; Eze. 1:28; Rev. 4:3, 10:1).  Most notably, Ezekiel describes his vision of God’s glory (cf. Ezekiel 

1:24ff) by identifying the rainbow to be similar in form or nature to appearance of the glory of God in 

Ezekiel 1:28. 

“As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the 

surrounding radiance.  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  And when I 

saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.” 

The word “appearance” is translated from the Hebrew word מ ַ ְר  which means, “the visual (”mar-eeh“) הֵ֣ א

form which is seen.”  The visual form of the rainbow is seen in the clouds and is like the visual form of 

the glory of the LORD seen surrounding Him in His throne room.  A rainbow is visible in the clouds as a 

result of light passing through water.  When light passes through water it refracts (bends) and then 

reflects against the water through which it is passing and by which it is being bent.  As it exits the water 

light separates into seven individual wavelengths:  red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.  

Since this is a visual phenomenon, any individual seeking to view a rainbow must be in the right place at 

the right time.   

John identifies that God is light in 1 John 1:5. 

“This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is 

no darkness at all.” 

In John’s written testimony of God’s existence he identifies that God is light.  Light exists in three 

spectrums:  Infrared, visible, and ultraviolet.  So while light is one thing itself, it possesses three 

spectrums; three spectrums in one.  Furthermore, light is both a wave and a series of photons (light 

particles).  Regardless of which spectrum is in focus, light operates as both a wave and a series of 

photons; whether infrared, visible, or ultraviolet its function remains the same. 

In the Gospel of John, John records an interaction between Nicodemus, a teacher of the Jews, and Jesus 

of Nazareth, God in the flesh.  Nicodemus asks Jesus in John 3 how a man has the ability to be born 

again?  Jesus replies to him that man must be born of water and spirit in order to enter the kingdom of 

God.  In John 3:6 he explains what water birth and spirit birth are. 

“‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.’” 

Jesus’ explanation reveals that being born of the flesh refers to physical birth and being born of the 

Spirit is spiritual birth.  His correlation identifies water birth as referring to physical birth.  When God 

promised to send His Son to earth He promised that He would be born physically through a woman (cf 

Gen 3.15), a virgin woman at that (cf. Is. 7:14).  Thus, the Son of God, who is light, passed through 

physical birth, water, and put the character of Godhead on full display in the life of Jesus of Nazareth (cf. 

John 1:14).  Colossians 2:9 identifies, 

“For in Him all the fullness of the Deity dwells in bodily form.” 
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“Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 

also.”  (NASB) 

“Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.”  

(NKJV) 

“Ἔπειτα  διὰ  δεκατεσσάρνω  ἐτῶν πάλιν ἀνέβην  εἰς  

“Then  through  fourteen  years again I went up into 

Ἰεροσόλυμα μετὰ Βαρναβᾶ συμπαραλαβῶν   καὶ Τίτον.” 

Jerusalem with Barnabas taking alongside with  and Titus.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

Thereupon through possession of fourteen years, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something, again I really performed the action in a point in time to go up into the limitations and 

boundaries of Jerusalem, based on response with of Barnabas, an initiator, performing the action in a 

point in time as a matter of principle to take along a companion, based on my own initiation, and, 

additionally, Titus.” 

Principles: 

1.  A period of fourteen years of ministry went by between Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem to meet Peter 

(cf. Gal. 1:18-19) and his second visit to Jerusalem. 

2.  Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem seems most likely to be the famine visit referred to in Acts 11:27-30 

as harmonized by Galatians 2:2; 11-15. 

3.  Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to carry with them famine relief 

contributions from the disciples for those in Judea (cf. Acts 11:27-30). 

4.  As they were going, Paul took along with them Titus, a believing Gentile who had not been 

circumcised. 

5.  Paul’s taking of Titus was for a reason, he did it as a matter of principle. 

6.  The principle can be inferred from Galatians 2:2-3 as for the purpose of setting before the council 

Paul’s gospel ministry to the gentiles. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul continues to identify the historical timeline for his interaction with the other apostles and 

believers in Jerusalem.  His point remains that the lack of interaction supports his ministry and 

evangelism to the gentiles as being independent of man, but from the source of God. 
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“It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among 

the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or 

had run, in vain.”  (NASB) 

“And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the 

Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in 

vain.”  (NKJV) 

“ἀνέβην δὲ1 κατὰ  ἀποκάλυψιν καὶ ἀνεθέμην αὐτοῖς  τὸ 

“I went up But,1 according to revelation and set up for  them  the 

εὐαγγέλιον ὅ κηρύσσω ἐν τοῖς ἐθνεσιν  κατ’  ἰδίαν 

good news which I preach in the nations  according to one’s own  

δὲ τοῖς δοκοῦσιν μή πως   εἰς κενὸν τρέχω 

but the thinking ones not by some means  into vanity I might be running 

ἢ ἔδραμον  

or had run. 

Expanded Translation: 

“But1, slightly different, I really performed the action in a point in time to go up according to the 

norms and standards of uncovering of that which has been covered, based on response; and, logically 

related, I really participated in the action in a point in time to set up for them the good news of 

victory, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, which, tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, I really perform the continuous type of action to proclaim as a herald in the 

sphere of the nations, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, according to the 

norms and standards of one’s own, based on response, but, slightly different, to the performing the 

action as a matter of principle to think with the result of forming an opinion about something, based 

on their own initiation, not by some means into the sphere of emptiness, based on initiation, I might 

perform the continuous type of action to run or had performed the action in a point in time to run.” 

Principles: 

1.  Revelation of truth is based on response to God uncovering that which He conceals and has the 

authority to reveal. 

2.  The Gospel is a tool used to facilitate the salvation of those who believe its message, placing their 

faith upon Jesus Christ for salvation. 

3.  It is imperative that the gospel which is preached be that gospel which God has uncovered in His 

revelation through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

4.  Proclaiming the gospel of Christ as a herald of God’s requires that all the herald’s be proclaiming the 

same gospel; that which is revealed by God. 

5.  A gospel which possesses man’s additions or subtractions will confuse and confound the true gospel 
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and cause disruption in the body of Christ. 

6.  Outside of the body of Christ, a confused gospel will lead to moral relativism and human secularism. 

7.  If all heralds are not proclaiming the same gospel-and if that same gospel is not the true gospel-then 

the proclamation of the message by the heralds is empty as a result of the confounding of the true 

gospel by the false gospels. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul’s taking of the gospel which he preached to the Gentile nations to the esteemed leaders in 

Jerusalem was not in regards to its content, but in regards to its effect.  His desire was that his 

proclamation of the gospel of Christ was not to be made of no effect by the false gospel of the Judaizers.  

Paul spoke to the esteemed leaders in Jerusalem privately about the matter first rather than to do so 

publically and create an uproar. 
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“But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  

(NASB) 

“Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”  (NKJV) 

“ἀλλ’ οὐδὲ Τίτος ὁ σὺν ἐμοί Ἕλλην ὤν ἡναγκάσθη περιτμηθῆναι.”  (NA23) 

“But, not Titus, the with me Greek being was compelled to be circumcised.”  

(KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, on the other hand, but not Titus, an initiator, the with me, Greek, based on initiation performing 

the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to exist in the state of being based on his own 

initiation he really was acted upon in a point in time to be compelled by necessity be acted upon as a 

matter of purpose to cut off the foreskin around the male genitalia.” 

Principles: 

1.  Circumcision was the sign of the covenant between God and Abram (cf. Gen. 17:10-13). 

2.  Circumcision was an outwardly visible mark of those who belonged to God by His choosing, the 

Israelites. 

3.  Slaves purchased by Israelites could be circumcised and participate in the observance of Passover (cf. 

Exodus 12:44). 

4.  Judaizers in the transition between the Age of the Law and the Age of the Church were struggling to 

understand the role of the Mosaic Law which they had observed generationally for thousands of years. 

5.  Consequently there were many Jewish believers in Christ during the first portion of the Age of the 

Church who believed and instructed that all gentiles who believed in Christ needed also to be 

circumcised and abide by the works of the Law (cf. Acts 15:1, 5). 

6.  This is a departure from the truth of the Gospel of Christ which makes no demands upon any who 

believe, other than to believe, in order to be saved. 

7.  Gentiles, of which Greeks are a portion, were being compelled by Judaizers to be circumcised 

following their faith in Christ. 

8.  To add to the Gospel of Christ any additional component is to misunderstand the nature of the gospel 

itself. 

9.  To remove anything from the Gospel of Christ is likewise a misunderstanding and twisting of 

righteousness. 

10.  Those who believe that Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for their sins are saved from eternal 

condemnation in the lake of fire. 

11.  Those who preach any gospel requiring something additional to believing (whether it is perpetuity 

of belief, production of good works, piousness, et al…) are accursed (cf. Gal. 1:8). 

Conclusion: 

 Paul, Titus, and Barnabas met privately with Jewish believers of influence to sort out the Gospel 

of Christ in order that Paul’s missionary work would not be made of no effect.  As they did so, Titus, an 

uncircumcised Greek provided the perfect test case for Paul’s interaction with the leading Jewish 
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believers in Jerusalem.  Yet, in spite of Titus’ gentilic nature and uncircumcised anatomy, there was no 

necessary basis founded in the gospel of Christ from which to compel Titus to be circumcised.  These 

private conversations provided the basis for the Jerusalem Council which met to put this conversation to 

rest once and for all. 



Galatians 2.4 
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“But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty 

which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”  (NASB) 

“And this occurred because of the false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out 

our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage),”  (NKJV) 

“διὰ  δὲ1 τοῦς παρεισάκτους   ψευδαδέλφους  οἵτινες  

“through but1 the surreptitiously insertive  false brothers  who 

παρεισῆλθον  κατασκοπῆσαι  τὴν ἐλευθερίαν ἡμῶν  ἥν 

sneaked in  to scope out critically the liberty  of us  which 

ἔχομεν  ἐν Χριστῶ  Ἰησοῦ  ἵνα  ἡμᾶς   

we have in Christ  Jesus  in order that us 

καταδουλώσουσιν”  (NA23) 

they would enslave,”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“but1, slightly different, through the surreptitiously insertive, based on initiation, false brothers, based 

on initiation, who, initiators, really performed the action in a point in time in the past to sneak in to 

perform the action in a point in time as a matter of purpose to scope something out being critical of it 

in comparison to a set of norms and standards the freedom to be at one’s own disposal, based on 

response, of us, which, based on response, we really perform the continuous type of action to possess 

as our own in the sphere of Christ, an initiator, Jesus, an initiator, in order that us, they really would 

perform the action in a point in time in the future to enslave according to a set of norms and 

standards,” 

Principles: 

1.  Legalism is the byproduct of a works based system derived from human viewpoint. 

2.  Human viewpoint produces a demand for a standard to be kept. 

3.  This demand is the production of the sin nature’s area of strength. 

4.  From the area of strength of his sin nature, man produces human good and establishes a code of 

conduct which is based on a human perspective. 

5.  A part of this production is legalism which invariably gets foisted upon humanity by fellow humans. 

6.  The gospel of Christ, when accepted by faith, sets man free from his own sinful nature’s authority and 

judgment (cf. Rom. 6:1-9). 

7.  The spiritual life of the believer is God’s grace mixed with man’s dependence upon it (faith) (cf. Rom. 

1:16-17; Gal 3:3-5). 

8.  Humanity disagrees with this from their sin nature’s area of strength and submits the philosophy that 

works must be offered in order to satisfy God. 

9.  If man inserts his norms and standards upon his own walk with God, or upon another’s walk with 
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God, he will produce works with the expectation that he is pleasing God by what he is doing. 

10.  But God is not pleased by man’s works, he is pleased by man’s faith in His grace (cf. Heb. 11:6). 

11.  Christ freed the believer from the authority of the sin nature with its lusts, area of strength, and 

area of weakness (cf.  Jn. 8:36; Rom. 6:5-7). 

12.  To subject oneself back to the commandments and teachings of man is to subject oneself back to 

the sin nature’s authority (cf. Col. 2:20-23). 

13.  But the believer is to be the slave of righteousness through obedience to God and His norms and 

standards (cf. Rom. 6:11-18). 

14.  Works enslaves man back to his sin nature’s area of strength, but faith in Christ frees man from such 

slavery of his flesh. 

15.  Those who believe in a works based spiritual life, whether to gain spiritual life or to function in that 

spiritual life, are enslaved to their own flesh and are willing to enslave others to their own flesh through 

legalistic demands (cf. John 8:34). 

16.  Believers are to serve God and please God, not serve man and please man (cf. Gal. 1:10). 

17.  Consequently, believers must walk by faith and not by legalistic works in hopes of satisfying God 

with their own offerings from self-derived contrivances (cf. Gal. 3:2-5). 

Conclusion:  

 Paul identifies the message of the Judaizers in contrast to the lack of works required of Titus.  

The gospel of Christ is defended as being a message of grace and faith not grace and works.  The area of 

strength of the sin nature belonging to the Judaizers created a legalistic standard which they intended to 

foist upon Gentile believers.  Being circumcised and adhering to the Law was their demand.  It was 

rooted in a misunderstanding of the Law’s original purpose and the gospel of Christ as being based, not 

on works, but on faith. 
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“But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would 

remain with you.”  (NASB) 

“to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with 

you.”  (NKJV) 

“ὅις  οὐδὲ  πρὸς  ὥραν εἴξαμεν   τῆ ὑποταγῆ  

“whom  but not  toward  hour we surrendered  the submission  

ἵνα   ἡ  ἀλήθεια  τοῦ εὐαγγελίου διαμείνη  πρὸς  

in order that the truth  of the good news continue abiding toward 

ὑμᾶς.”  (NA23) 

you all.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“whom, initiators, but not toward an undefined period of time, based on response, we really 

performed the action in a point in time to surrender to a superior power or force in the placing of 

oneself under the authority of another to whom renunciation of initiative is surrendered for the 

purpose of becoming dependent upon and responsive to the other’s initiative, based on response, in 

order that the truth, based on response, of the good news of victory, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, it might perform the action in a point in time to continue to abide toward you 

all.” 

Principles: 

1.  Truth is based on response to what is reality. 

2.  Reality exists outside of the thoughts, perceptions, desires, and experiences of man. 

3.  Man can see reality for that which it is, but only when reality is seen by means of divine perspective. 

4.  Thus, the unbeliever is incapable of seeing the spiritual reality behind and transcendent to the cosmic 

reality of the world system in which he interacts. 

5.  Only through the good news of victory accepted as reality does the unbeliever become capable of 

understanding the spiritual realities of the cosmic system and the kingdom of God. 

6.  Spiritual truth, as revealed by God’s Word to the church age believer, is the only legitimate reality for 

the believer’s assent and belief. 

7.  When spiritual truth is confronted with human perspective, the believer is to reject the human 

perspective and depend solely on the spiritual truth of the divine perspective. 

8.  Surrendering to an inferior power of perspective (human instead of divine) results in departure from 

fellowship with God and carnality. 

9.  Thus, it should not even be entertained for a moment of time. 

10.  The believer is to submit himself to God the Father as a bond-slave in the same manner that Jesus 

Christ Himself submitted to the Father (cf. Phil. 2:5-8). 

11.  In doing so, God the Father becomes the authority over the believer. 

12.  In submitting himself to God the Father, the believer surrenders his own personal initiative (the 

personal and independent use of his volition) to the divine initiative of God the Father. 
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13.  In submitting himself to God the Father, the believer becomes completely dependent upon the 

Father’s direction and leadership. 

14.  In submitting himself to God the Father, the believer becomes completely responsive to the 

initiation and leadership of the Father. 

15.  Consequently, the believer’s thoughts, knowledge, understanding, beliefs, and therefore actions 

become expressions of God the Father through his surrendered volition. 

16.  The result of this is the glorification of the Father through and by the believer. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul emphatically identifies that he and his missionary entourage did not concede to the 

arguments of the Judaizers regarding the gospel of Christ.  Their lack of concession to the Judaizers’ 

human viewpoint of a works based gospel was so that the truth of the gospel of Christ-the good news of 

Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death-would continue to stand as the gospel of the gentiles.  The lack 

of concession is due to the inferior argument presented within the human viewpoint of the Judaizers.  

Human viewpoint is based on a human perspective derived through the senses, interaction, and 

understanding of the physical world.  Yet, divine viewpoint, God’s viewpoint is based on the spiritual 

reality that transcends the physical world.  Paul’s defense of the gospel presented to the gentiles is 

founded in the spiritual reality, having come from God, not from the source of man. 
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“But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows 

no partiality)-well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.”  (NASB) 

“But from those who seemed to be something-whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God 

shows personal favoritism to no man-for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.”  

(NKJV) 

“ἀπὸ  δὲ1 τῶν δοκούντων εἷναι τι, -- ὁποῖοί  ποτε  

“away from But, the thinking to be someone (of what sort ever 

ἧσαν  οὐδέν  μοι διαφέρει  πρόσωπον [ὁ] θεὸς   

they were not one thing to me it carries through ; face  [the] God 

ἀνθρώπου οὐ λαμβάνει -- ἐμοὶ γὰρ2 οἱ δοκοῦντες οὐδὲν 

of man  not take hold of)  to me for the thinking ones nothing  

προσανέθεντο,”  (NA21) 

they conferred.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different,1 away from the source of the performing the continuous type of action as a 

matter of principle to think with the result of forming an opinion about something, based on their own 

initiation, to perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being something, being tools 

or instruments used to accomplish something, —(of what sort, based on initiation, at any point they 

really performed the continuous action in the past to exist in the state of being not one thing, being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something, in reference to me it really performs the continuous 

type of action to carry through from one place to another; face, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, [the] God, an initiator, of man, based on initiation, not He really performs the 

continuous type of action to take hold of)—for, because,2 to me, the performing the continuous type 

of action as a matter of principle to think with the result of forming an opinion about something, 

based on their own initiation, nothing they really participated in the action in a point in time to take up 

a matter with another,” 

Principles: 

1.  Those who think highly of themselves come to the conclusion that they are something more than 

they actually are. 

2.  This is pride, one of the categories of the sin nature’s lust pattern (cf. 1 John 2:16-17). 

3.  When pride is coupled with self-righteousness, man comes to the faulty conclusion that he is valuable 

based on his works and actions. 

4.  This in turn feeds his pride which fuels more works and actions. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
2
 γὰρ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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5.  The ego of man is built upon his perspective of his own value. 

6.  When he or others approve of his actions, man’s ego is boosted. 

7.  This boosting results in the opinion of himself that he is something valuable based on his ability, 

actions, and works. 

8.  Yet God shows no partiality. 

9.  Believers should walk in humility. 

10.  This causes the believer to pay attention to the work of God’s grace and Word through him by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, rather than his own actions by his own hand. 

11.  Consequently, by recognizing that all he is an does is by God’s grace, the believer avoids the pitfalls 

of egotistical pride and arrogance. 

12.  It matters not what value man places upon himself or others, for God does not place improper value 

upon any man. 

13.  Partiality for oneself or others based upon the approval of actions is antithetical to grace and 

humility. 

14.  Believers are not to show partiality towards others because of their actions. 

15.  Yet, believers are to manifest self-sacrificial love for other believers based on their common 

salvation and fellowship (cf. 1 John 2:9-11) by their station in Christ. 

16.  In the Kingdom of God works are no basis for personal value. 

17.  In the kingdom of Satan works are used to establish personal value. 

18.  The fallen world functions in pride, sensuality, and materialism interacting with human good and 

human bad. 

19.  Believers are to walk in fellowship with God, apart from the areas of strength and weakness 

belonging to their sin natures and without giving any provision to their flesh in regard to its lust. 

20.  In doing so, the believer operates in humility before God , self, and fellow man. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that there was no additional component of the gospel added to that gospel which 

he discussed privately with those of reputation.  The gospel of Christ is what Paul proclaimed it to be: 

the good news of victory over sin and death by Jesus Christ provided by grace and taken hold of by faith 

apart from any works.  The leaders in the Jerusalem church did not detract from nor contribute anything 

to this gospel in their private conversations with Paul.  This Paul uses as evidence of the veracity of the 

gospel which he had previously preached to those in Galatia that had been corrupted by the Judaizers. 
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“But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as 

Peter had been to the circumcised”  (NASB) 

“But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, 

as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter”  (NKJV) 

“ἀλλὰ  τοὐναντίον ἰδόντες  ὄτι πεπίστευμαι  τὸ εὐαγγέλιον  

“But  contrarily they saw that I was dependent on the  good news 

τῆς  ἀκροβυστίας  καθὼς   Πέτρος τῆς περιτομῆς”  (NA21) 

of the  uncircumcised  according to how Peter of the circumcised”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, on the other hand, the opposite, performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle 

to look at and recognize based on their own initiation, that I really participated in being acted upon by 

another to place my dependency upon the good news of victory, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, of the tip covered, based on response, according to how Peter, an initiator, of 

the circumcised, based on response,” 

Principles: 

1.  The good news of victory over sin and death is effective in all who believe, whether circumcised or 

not circumcised. 

2.  The gospel is the tool used to bring about salvation for those who believe its message. 

3.  The message of the gospel is expressly that Jesus Christ, God the Son in human flesh, defeated sin 

and death by His righteous life sacrificed for the world. 

4.  The evidence of sin and death’s defeat is found in the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

5.  Thus the good news of victory which is proclaimed to the uncircumcised and circumcised alike is that 

they too can be victorious over sin and death by their faith in the completed works of Jesus Christ on the 

cross. 

6.  God has sent believers to both the circumcised and the uncircumcised in order that the gospel could 

be effectively utilized as a tool to save humanity from certain and impending judgment in the lake of fire 

for all of eternity. 

7.  Therefore, the gospel is for all mankind, not just a select few. 

8.  Any who would restrict the gospel of Jesus Christ to a select few or even a select many, arrogantly 

promote themselves above God from Whom the gospel of Christ came. 

9.  God has clearly revealed, communicated, and provided the good news of His Son’s victory over sin 

and death to all. 

10.  The use of the terms “uncircumcised” and “circumcised” distinctly cover the entirety of humanity, 

which at the time of the death of Christ was split by God’s description in relationship to His choosing of 

Israel as His chosen people. 

11.  The Old Testament perspective identifies that there are Jews and then there are all the other 

nations. 

12.  The Jews were distinct, having been chosen by God and separated out from amongst the other 
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nations by Him. 

13.  When God instituted circumcision in His covenant with ninety-nine year old Abram He did so 

declaring that He would multiply Abram exceedingly, changing his name to Abraham and declaring that 

He would make Abraham the father of a multitude of nations, giving Abraham and his descendants after 

him the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession (cf. Gen. 17:1-8). 

14.  Abraham and his male descendants were to be circumcised on the eighth day of their lives as a sign 

of the covenant between God and Abraham. 

15.  This established a physical difference between Abraham, his descendants, and all the other nations 

in the world. 

16.  Thus, when God sent the gospel of Christ through Paul He did so to all those who were not Israel; all 

those who were not circumcised. 

17.  Yet, Peter was designated by God to take the gospel to Israel; all those who were circumcised. 

18.  By sending apostles, admittedly more than just Paul and Peter, to both those who are not 

circumcised and those who are circumcised God sends the good news of His Son’s victory over sin and 

death to all humanity. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that those with whom he discussed the gospel privately did not add anything to 

the gospel he was presenting.  In fact, just the opposite took place, they extended the right hand of 

fellowship to he and Barnabas and Titus (which isn’t seen until Galatians 2:9) 



Galatians 2.8 
Summary Review 

“(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for 

me also to the Gentiles),”  (NASB) 

“(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively 

in me toward the Gentiles),  (NKJV) 

“ὁ γὰρ1 ἐνεργήσας Πέτρω  εἰς ἀποστολὴν τῆς περιτομῆς 

“the for working in  Peter  into apostleship of circumcised 

ἐνήργησεν καὶ ἐμοὶ  εὶς τὰ ἔθνη”  (NA21) 

worked  in also me  into the nations.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“for, logically explanatory,1 the performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle to 

actively work in something to produce an effect or result based on His own initiation in Peter, an 

initiator, into the limitations and boundaries of office of one sent out with the battle plan and the 

authority to carry it out, based on response, of the circumcised, based on response, He really 

performed the action in a point in time to work in something to produce an effect or result and, 

logically related also, in me into the limitations and boundaries of the nations, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something,” 

Principles: 

1.  God is the One who calls-that is designates-the role of believers in the body of Christ. 

2.  He is the one who works in them to designate them in the role of service into which He has 

designated them as His servants. 

3.  The working produces the result of the designation. 

4.  Thus, God is the one who works inside of the believer to equip them for the office of service that they 

are given by Him. 

5.  To that end, spiritual gifts are implanted, training is provided, and direction is given. 

6.  The result of this working is the role that the servant has. 

7.  Where God designates a servant into a role, He has already given them that which they need in order 

to fulfill the role that He has designated to them. 

8.  As the servant fulfills his God-given role he does so while walking spiritually by the Holy Spirit’s 

leading, by faith upon God’s spiritual gifting and training and it becomes apparent that God has 

designated him for that role through the resources imparted to him by God. 

9.  Many servants have ascribed to roles that they have not been assigned and because they have not 

been assigned, they have not been equipped. 

10.  In such circumstances, much like round pegs being placed into square holes, it is evident to those 

who are spiritually discerning that the individual is operating out of the flesh, rather than God’s 

appointment. 

11.  God is the One who works in His servant to equip him for the service to which he is designated by 

                                                           
1
 γὰρ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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God. 

12.  The evidence of God’s working in another is not in their claim or operation in an office of service, 

but rather in the supporting gifting and working of God’s grace for their needs to fulfill that position. 

13.  Thus, when the gifting and working of God’s grace is evident in an individual, he is to function in the 

position of service for which God has equipped him. 

14.  Likewise, when the gifting and working of God’s grace is evident in an individual, he is to be 

recognized by those around him as having been designated to his role of service by God. 

15.  Whether a hand or a foot, an ear or an eye, each has a designated role to play in service to God for 

the fulfillment of His will. 

16.  The evidence of that role in the body of Christ as a servant of God’s is found in what God has done 

within the individual to equip them for that role to which He has designated and assigned. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies the reason for the acceptance of his apostleship to the nations by those leaders in 

the Jerusalem church with whom he and Barnabas and Titus spoke concerning the gospel.  It is simply 

that those with whom they spoke looked at and recognized the working of God to equip Paul for 

apostleship to the nations.  As Paul explained the gospel he proclaimed to the nations there came the 

recognition that God had worked in Paul for such a mission as evangelizing the nations, just as He had 

done in Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised. 
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TENDENCIES CHECKLIST

Using a scale of 0 to 10 score each tendency by placing the number (0-10) 
which correctly identifies you beside each tendency (see example on 
characteristics check list). 

(   )  - A tendency to be assertive. 
(   )  - A tendency to be aggressive. 
(   )  - A tendency to lead out if there is no designated leader. 
(   )  -   A tendency to go into detail when asked simple questions. 
(   )  - A tendency to want to communicate everything learned. 
(   )  - A tendency to be alert to the needs of others. 
(   )  - A tendency to take responsibility for helping others. 
(   )  - A tendency to speak out strongly on beliefs. 
(   )  - A tendency to share ideas. 
(   )  -   A tendency to avoid anything which doesn't seem practical. 
(   )  - A tendency to push people to their potential. 
(   )  -   A tendency to accept only simple sideline responsibility. 
(   )  - A tendency to follow rather than lead. 
(   )  - A tendency to assist others who are serving. 
(   )  - A tendency to take a clinical approach to Bible study. 
(   )  -   A tendency to identify categories of doctrine in reading the Word. 
(   )  - A tendency to avoid non-biblical illustrations. 
(   )  - A tendency to react sharply to error. 
(   )  - A tendency to prove or test all teachings. 
(   )  -   A tendency to emphasize the importance and accuracy of words. 
(   )  -   A tendency to look for application as the Bible is read or taught. 
(   )  -   A tendency to identify certain people you know as Bible passages are 

examined.
(   )  -   A tendency to think of certain Bible passages upon hearing about a person's 

circumstance or situation. 
(   )  -   A tendency to relate the Word to everything experienced. 
(   )  -   A tendency to have compassion on others. 
(   )  -   A tendency to experience the emotions others are experiencing. 
(   )  - A tendency to offer comfort and consolation. 
(   )  -   A tendency to look for the material needs in a situation. 
(   )  -   A tendency to assume personal responsibility for financial assistance to 

others. 
(   )  -   A tendency to have confidence in meeting financial needs.
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CHARACTERISTICS CHECKLIST 

It is important that you complete these checklists before you begin the study of 
Spiritual Gifts.  By completing these checklists before you study the material you 
will avoid prejudicing your answers with preconceived ideas as to what your gifts 
are.

Using a scale of 0 to 10 score each characteristic by placing the number (0-10) which 
correctly identifies you beside each characteristic. 

Example:  (9) An ability as a self starter. 
(3) An ability to assume leadership. 

(   )  - An ability as a self starter. 
(   )  -    An ability to see and understand needs related to organization. 
(   )  - An ability to assume leadership. 
(   )  - An ability to delegate responsibility. 
(   )  - An ability to research. 
(   )  - An ability to present truth in a systematic sequence. 
(   )  - An ability to communicate effectively. 
(   )  - An ability to detect practical needs of others. 
(   )  -    An ability to serve in practical ways to provide for others. 
(   )  - An ability to motivate. 
(   )  - An ability to encourage. 
(   )  - An ability to inspire. 
(   )  - An ability to follow leadership. 
(   )  - An ability to perform skills necessary in the church. 
(   )  -    An ability to perform skills necessary to para-church organizations. 
(   )  - An ability to comprehend what is read. 
(   )  -    An ability to separate various doctrinal truths revealed in the Word, 
(   )  - An alertness to factual detail. 
(   )  -    An ability to classify scripture into doctrinal subjects. 
(   )  -    An ability to see a person's circumstances or situation. 
(   )  -    An ability to understand the Bible in an applicational sense. 
(   )  -    An ability to communicate applicational principles clearly. 
(   )  - An ability to see joy or distress in others. 
(   )  - An ability to console or comfort. 
(   )  - An ability to acquire assets. 
(   )  - An ability to multiply material assets. 
(   )  - An ability to understand financial needs. 
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“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.”  (NASB) 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.”  (NKJV) 

“διαιρέσεις  δὲ1 χαρισμάτων εἰσίν   

“allotted distributions But1, of provisions there are,  

τὸ δὲ1 αὐτὸ πνεῦμα” (NA21) 

the but1 same Spirit.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different,1 apportionments distributed, based on response, of necessary provisions 

provided by another based on an attitude of unmerited favor toward the recipient which takes 

responsibility for the recipient, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, they really 

perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, but, slightly different,1 the Him, 

being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something.” 

Principles: 

1.  In His grace God has allotted to each believer a special apportionment of spiritual gifts. 

2.  Spiritual gifts are packaged and distributed to each believer at the moment of their faith in Christ. 

3.  Spiritual gift packages are given to the believer through the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Cor. 12:8-11). 

4.  The spiritual gift package of each believer varies in its quantity of gifts, diversity of gifts, and depth 

and degree of gifting. 

5.  Spiritual gift packages are apportioned and allotted to the believer based on God’s grace. 

6.  It is God’s attitude of unmerited favor towards the believer which results in Him taking responsibility 

for the needs of the believer to provide him with his specific spiritual gift package. 

7.  Thus, God’s attitude of grace is the tool used to provide spiritual gifts to the believer. 

8.  While there are many different allotted apportionments of spiritual gift packages disbursed to 

believers by God, they all function in the same Spirit. 

9.  Therefore, spiritual gifts given to believers are complementary to the entirety of the body of Christ. 

10.  One believer’s spiritual gifts package will work in the local body of believers and in the corporate 

body of Christ differently, but complementarily to those spiritual gifts packages of the rest. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies to the Corinthian believers that there are different, distinctly apportioned 

spiritual gift packages which have been allotted and distributed to believers.  Each believer receives 

from God a spiritual gifts package which is necessary in order for their needs to be met.  Those needs 

are specifically within the limitations and boundaries of the ministry into which God has designated 

them for service.  In spite of the different and distinct spiritual gifts packages apportioned, allotted, and 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 
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distributed to ever believer, Paul is clear that there is one Spirit through whom the gifts are given and in 

whom the gifts are to be utilized.  
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“And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.”  (NASB) 

“There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.”  (NKJV) 

“καὶ  διαιρέσιες   διακονιῶν εἰσιν   

“And allotted distributions  of service there are 

καὶ ὁ αὐτὸς κύριος.”  (NA21) 

and the same Lord.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, apportionments distributed, based on response, of table waitings (positions of 

service which tend to the needs of something), based on response, they really perform the continuous 

type of action to exist in the state of being, and, logically related, the Him, an initiator, Lord, an 

initiator. 

Principles: 

1.  In His grace, God has allotted to each believer an area of service to the body of Christ under God. 

2.  Each believer’s area of service to the body of Christ is distinct and disbursed to him by God. 

3.  To support the believer God has also provided to the believer a spiritual gifts package necessary in 

order to carry out his role of service to the body of Christ under God. 

4.  The area of service to the body of Christ under the direction of God the Father is akin to a waiter who 

waits on the tables of restaurants patrons. 

5.  As the patrons have need, the waiter provides from that which has been produced in the restaurant. 

6.  The waiter tends to the needs of the patrons using the resources within the restaurant. 

7.  As he does so, he is accountable to the restaurant owner or manager for his faithfulness to tend to 

the needs of the patrons. 

8.  Likewise, God the Father is the one to whom each believer is accountable to for his faithfulness in 

tending to the needs of the body of Christ. 

9.  Much in the same way that the waiter uses the resources of the restaurant to provide for the needs 

of its patrons, the believer uses the spiritual gifts and divine instruction under the Spirit’s control to tend 

to the needs of the body of Christ. 

10.  He must do so within the boundaries of his area of service and with the provisions provided to him 

by the Father. 

11.  As each believer carries out their apportioned allotment distributed to them, they comprehensively 

and cohesively tend to the needs of the body of Christ. 

12.  Simultaneously, as they tend to the needs of the body of Christ they accomplish the will of God as 

effective witnesses for the character of God to Satan and Company (fallen angels) and Associates 

(unbelievers). 

13.  While there are different areas of service in the body of Christ, there is but one Lord-the Master of 

the body, Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that much like different spiritual gifts packages have been assigned and 
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distributed to each believer, so too does the believer have a specific area of service in the body of Christ.  

Each distinct area of service is to be accomplished while under the control of the Holy Spirit, in 

submission to the believer’s master (primarily God the Father, but ultimately Jesus Christ).  Regardless of 

the believer’s area of service to and in the body of Christ, all believers must function under the same 

master.  For there is only one Lord who is the master of those who serve Him. 
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“There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.”  (NASB) 

“And there are diversities of activities, but the same God who works all in all.”  (NKJV) 

“καὶ διαιρέσεις  ἐνεργημάτων εἰσιν,  ὀ  δὲ1 αὐτος θεὸς ὁ  

“and allotted distributions of workings there are, the but1 same God the 

ἐνεργῶν τὰ πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν.”  (NA21) 

working the all in all.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“And, logically related, apportionments distributed, based on response, of effects or products resulting 

from energy expressed in a process, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, they 

really perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being, but, slightly different,1 the 

Him, an initiator, God, an initiator, the performing the continuous type of action as a matter of 

principle to actively work in something to produce an effect or result based on His own initiation the 

all, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, in the sphere of all, being tools or 

instruments used to accomplish something. 

Principles: 

1.  God has distributed to each believer different effects or results of service in the body of Christ. 

2.  Each believer has their own package of spiritual provisions (more commonly referred to as “spiritual 

gifts”). 

3.  Each believer has their own specific area of service to God within the body of Christ. 

4.  The spiritual provisions (gifts) support the specific area of service to which the believer has been 

assigned by God. 

5.  Just as the two previous principles are true, so is the reality that each believer has been distributed a 

different effect of their service in the body of Christ. 

6.  While many may share similar spiritual provision packages, they do not share them to the same 

depth, nor for the same effect. 

7.  As the believer walks with God he walks spiritually by faith. 

8.  The believer’s faith is his dependency upon God and His grace. 

9.  In the area of service in the body of Christ, God has provided spiritual provisions (gifts) necessary for 

the effect that God has designed the believer to have while walking spiritually. 

10.  While the believer walks spiritually, as opposed to carnally, he is dependent upon the Father’s will, 

the Holy Spirit’s control, the principles of instruction in God’s Word, and the spiritual provisions God has 

equipped him with in order to produce the intended effect. 

11.  This is not the case while the believer walks carnally. 

12.  Thus, spiritual production of the believer is contingent upon the believer’s dependence (faith) upon 

God’s control and grace for each moment of service. 

13.  God is the One who does the work through the believer who walks spiritually. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 



1 Corinthians 12:6 
Summary Review 

14.  The believer walking spiritually is purely a conduit through which God accomplishes His working. 

15.  Faithful stewardship begins with volitional submission to God the Father and continues while the 

believer walks responsive to and dependent upon the control of the Holy Spirit. 

16.  God is the One who produces the work in the believer who is submitted to and walking with Him by 

faith. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that there are different allotted portions of products produced by God’s 

equipping and utilization of believers.  While the believer has spiritual provisions (gifts) and an area of 

service assigned to him by God, he also has the effects of that service apportioned and distributed by 

God.  In other words, not all believers will have the same effect as a result of their service in the body of 

Christ.  The depth of effect is set by God and apportioned to each one.  To maximize the success of that 

effect, the believer must be mindful to walk with God as His bond-slave.  Failure to walk in fellowship 

with Him keeps the believer’s assigned effect as a servant of God’s from being brought to its designed 

completion. 
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“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  (NASB) 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:”  (NKJV) 

“ἑκάστω δὲ1 δίδοται  ἡ φανέρωσις τοῦ πνεύματος 

“each  But,1 it is given the visibility of the Spirit 

πρὸς  τὸ συμφέρον.”  (NA21) 

toward  the bringing together.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“But, slightly different,1 to the advantage of each, based on initiation, it really is acted upon in a 

continuous type of action to be given the visibility (of something) which has been revealed to 

perception by illumination, based on response, of the Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, toward the performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to 

bring together as one resulting in benefit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.” 

Principles: 

1.  God has given different spiritual provisions (gifts in v.4), different areas of service (ministries in v.5), 

and different effects of both through believers. 

2.  God has also given to each believer the visibility of the Spirit. 

3.  It is to the advantage of each believer that the Spirit is made visible in them. 

4.  The advantage is toward the bringing together of the body of Christ. 

5.  Thus, while different spiritual provisions and areas of service belong to each in the body of Christ, so 

does the Spirit. 

6.  The difference of the spiritual provisions and areas of service distinguish the believer’s position in the 

body and effect in the body. 

7.  But the Spirit in them, which is to their advantage, is what can be seen as evidence that they are 

members of the body of Christ in spite of their differences in gifting and areas of service. 

8.  Thus, each member of the body of Christ is advantaged by the recognition that while they have 

differing spiritual provisions and ministries, they are indeed of one Spirit. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies that the differences in the giftings, ministries, and effects of each believer in the 

body of Christ are not dividing factors.  For it is through the effective carrying out of the each believer’s 

area of service that the Holy Spirit is made visible in them.  This visibility brings together the body of 

Christ into one body with many different parts and functions and effects.  The ability to see the Spirit 

through other believers unites the body together as one and produces benefit in doing so. 
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Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Categories of Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, the apostle Paul identifies three different categories of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of 

tongues.” 

The word “another” is translated from two different Koine Greek words ἄλλω (“ah-loh”) and ἑτέρω (“he-

ter-oh”) throughout the passage.  Both words are similar in their definitions, yet they remain distinctly 

different each with their own differentiations.  

ἄλλω literally means, “another of the same kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list that are the same in type, kind, or category.  In its description of the spiritual gifts which 

are bestowed to the believer by the Holy Spirit it describes gifts that are given based on initiation and 

relate to the same category of spiritual gifts.   

ἑτέρω literally means, “another of a different kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list, but separates them from previous objects in the list identifying them to be different in 

type, kind, or category.  In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of ἄλλω and ἑτέρω to 

establish three different types, or categories, of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another of the same kind the word of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another of a different kind faith by the same Spirit, and to 

another of the same kind gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another of the same kind the effecting 

of miracles, and to another of the same kind prophecy, and to another of the same kind the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another of a different kind various kinds of tongues, and to another of the 

same kind the interpretation of tongues.” 

Paul uses ἄλλω to identify those gifts bestowed by the Spirit which belong to the same category.  He 

then switches to a new category of spiritual gifts by using ἑτέρω to describe a different category of 

spiritual gifts; other spiritual gifts of a different kind than the previous category.  Paul uses ἑτέρω twice 

after introducing the first category of gifts for a total of three different categories of spiritual gifts.  The 

three categories of gifts are identified by the types of gifts which fit within them, being compiled from 1 

Corinthians 12:4-11, 28 and Romans 12:4-8. 

Category 1 Gifts: Gifts of Stewardship:  Based on the Word; Designed to equip the believer to  

   understand and utilize the Word. 

Category 2 Gifts: Gifts of Miracles:  Based on divine power; Designed to equip the believer to  

   show the power of God. 

Category 3 Gifts: Gifts of Revelation:  Based on direct revelation; Designed to equip the believer  

   to show the Jews that they were no longer God’s mouthpiece of the gospel. 

Regardless of its category, each gift is apportioned to the believer by the will of God (cf. 1 Cor. 12:11). 
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“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit;” 

“for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through 

the same Spirit,” 

“ὧ  μὲν γὰρ1 διὰ  τοῦ πνευματος δίδοται  λόγος   

“whom  indeed For1 through  the Spirit  is given  word   

σοφίας,  ἄλλω    δὲ2 λόγος  γνώσεως κατὰ   

of wisdom another of the same kind but2 word  of knowledge according to 

τὸ αὐτὸ πνεῦμα, 

the same Spirit, 

Expanded translation: 

“For, explanatorily, whom, an initiator, indeed, through of the Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, it really is acted upon in a continuous type of action to be given revealed word, 

based on initiation, of knowing how to apply what has been learned to circumstance, based on 

response, but, slightly different, another of the same kind revealed word, based on initiation, of 

knowledge, based on response, according to the norms and standards of the He, a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something,” 

Principles: 

1.  The manifestation of the Spirit in the believer is the package of spiritual provisions (spiritual gifts) 

provided in him by the Holy Spirit. 

2.  These spiritual provision packages are specific to each believer and correspond to their designated 

area of service in the body of Christ. 

3.  It is because of these spiritual provisions that the Spirit is visible to him and other believers while he 

and they are walking with God. 

4.  By walking with God and the observation of spiritual gifts expressed in service, the body of Christ is 

united in service and benefitted as a result. 

5.  This manifestation of the Spirit is explained by the giving of spiritual gifts by God to each believer 

through the Holy Spirit. 

6.  It is the believer’s spiritual gifts at work in him as he walks with God which provides unity in the body 

of Christ and benefits the body of Christ. 

7.  All spiritual provisions are given through the Holy Spirit to the believer’s human spirit. 

8.  Being spiritual in their nature and function, spiritual provisions require spiritual operation in order to 

be utilized. 

9.  Believers possess spiritual gifts always, but only use them when they walk spiritually as opposed to 
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carnally. 

10.  There are different categories of gifts which come through the recognition that there are different 

categories of servants in the body of Christ. 

11.  Each believer has been given a package of spiritual provisions (spiritual gifts), an area of service 

wherein he is responsible to God for faithful utilization of his provisions, and a specific effect of his 

service upon the body (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-6). 

12.  Such being the case, the specific provisions given to the believer are different and vary in depth and 

degree. 

13.  The spiritual provisions are designed to supply the believer with that which he needs in order to 

carry out his designated role within the boundaries of his designated area of service in the body of 

Christ. 

14.  Thus, there are different types of servers in the body of Christ. 

15.  There are three types of servers in the body of Christ (as evidenced through an interchange of two 

Koine Greek words, ἄλλος (“ahl-los”) and ἕτερος (“he-tehr-os”), in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10). 

16.  Because the spiritual provisions apply directly to the area of service belonging to the believer (the 

server) it is understood that there are three different types or categories of spiritual provisions. 

17.  Through the Spirit is given to one category of server the gift of “word of wisdom.” 

18.  This spiritual gift is the supernatural ability to understand how God’s Word relates or applies to 

circumstances. 

19.  Biblical wisdom is the understanding of how what one knows relates to and applies to the 

circumstances of life for himself or for another. 

20.   The same Spirit gives to another server of the same kind, the gift of “word of knowledge.” 

21.   This spiritual gift is the supernatural ability to categorize Scripture into categories of teaching or 

doctrine. 

22.  “Knowledge” refers to academic understanding of the Word of God and its context and categories. 

23.  Different spiritual gifts that are provided to servers who are of the same kind or category of servers 

in the body of Christ. 

24.  The same Spirit gives these spiritual provisions to each server of the same kind. 

25.  In their spiritual utilization they provide the believer the necessary instruments to serve God and 

manifest the Spirit to other believers walking spiritually. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies two spiritual gifts belonging to the first category of spiritual gifts.  Both of these 

gifts relate to how the believer serves the body of Christ in relationship to being stewards of His Word.  

The gift of word of wisdom allows the believer the spiritual insight and ability to relate doctrine to the 

circumstances of his life or another’s life.  The gift of word of knowledge gives the believer to whom it 

has been given the spiritual insight and ability to properly organize the instruction of Scripture into 

properly divided categories.  Those who have these gifts, and walk spiritually, produce the ability for 

others walking spiritually to see the Spirit working in them as a part of the body. 



1 Corinthians 12:9 
Summary Review 

“to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,”  (NASB) 

“to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,”  (NKJV) 

“ἑτέρω    πίστις ἐν    τῶ αὐτῶ πνεύματι,  

“another of a different kind faith in the instrumentality of the same Spirit 

ἄλλω    δὲ1 χαρίσματα ἰαμάτων ἐν  

another of the same kind but, provisions of healings  in the instrumentality of 

τῶ ἑνί πνεύματι,”  (NA21) 

the one Spirit,”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“another of a different kind, based on initiation, dependency upon something to do something specific 

on one’s behalf, based on response, in the instrumentality of the He, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something, Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, but, slightly 

different,1 another of the same kind, based on initiation, necessary provisions provided by another 

based on an attitude of unmerited favor which takes responsibility for the recipient, being tools or 

instruments used to accomplish something, of healings resulting from restoration of one’s health or 

deliverance of one from a condition, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, in the 

instrumentality of the one Spirit, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something,” 

Principles: 

1.  Different categories of spiritual gifts exist in God’s gifting of the church age believer with that which 

he needs to serve God (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-10). 

2.  The gift of faith is the supernatural, spiritual ability to depend upon God to accomplish something 

specific in one’s circumstances. 

3.  The gift of faith was a spiritual gift that is categorized by Paul along with other gifts of the same kind, 

miracle gifts. 

4.  Miracle gifts were designed to provide an outward manifestation of power that gave validity to the 

messenger and his message. 

5.  Thus, as the believer exercised his gift of faith in spite of his circumstances, it revealed the One 

behind his faith. 

6.  Consequently, since God was behind his faith, as evidenced by God’s faithfulness to do what was 

expected of him by the believer, those who witnessed the faith of the believer had what they needed to 

validate that the believer was a servant of God’s. 

7.  The gift of faith was a supernatural, spiritual ability to trust God in spite of what circumstance 

presented itself to the believer. 

8.  Another of the same kind or category of gift (another sign gift) is the gift of healings. 

9.  The gift of healings is the supernatural, spiritual ability to heal an individual at will. 

                                                           
1
 δὲ is post-positive here.  For translation it should be moved to the head of the statement.  This is likewise noted 

and reflected in the expanded translation. 



1 Corinthians 12:9 
Summary Review 

10.  The ability to heal another individual is supplied to the believer who possessed this gift by the Holy 

Spirit. 

11.  As such, the believer had the capability within himself to utilize that provision in order to heal those 

in need of healing. 

12.  It is important to note that his ability was provided to the believer as a spiritual gift rather than 

channeled through the believer when needed. 

13.  The provision for healings was given to the believer in order that he would be equipped to manifest 

the sign of God’s power in him as God’s servant. 

14.  Thus, the gift of healing was a supernatural, spiritual ability given to the believer that gave him that 

which he needed to heal those in need for the purpose of validating the message of the gospel to those 

who witnessed the healing. 

15.  It is the Holy Spirit who disperses each spiritual gifting package to the believer. 

16.  He does so at the direction of the Father’s will for each individual believer, resulting in the believer 

being equipped with that which is necessary for serving God in His plan for the believer. 

17.  Sign gifts were no longer given out once the completion of the canon of Scripture occurred with the 

recording of the Revelation of Jesus Christ by the apostle John (cf. 1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

Conclusion: 

 Paul begins to establish the second category of spiritual gifts provided to believers.  This 

category, sign gifts, was designed to establish validity of the message of God through the individual.  It 

accomplished this design by manifesting God’s power at the will of the individual.  The recognition of 

God’s power through the individual provided witnesses with a visual verification that the individual was 

an agent of God’s.  Category two gifts, such as the gift of faith and the gift of healings, were among 

those other gifts in the category which ceased to be given once the Word of God was fully revealed 

according to 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.  As such, they are not dispersed today, however, the power of God 

remains unchanged.  He can heal at His pleasure in accordance with the purposes of His will.  However, 

He does the healing, not any believer.  This realization separates the gift of healing from the healing 

power of God in its distinction regarding the initiation and source of the power; either from within the 

believer as with the gift of healing, or from within God Himself. 
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“and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.”  (NASB) 

“to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy to another discerning of spirits, to another 

different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”  (NKJV) 

“ἄλλω    δὲ1 ἐνεργήματα δυνάμεων, ἄλλω  

 “another of the same kind but workings of power, another of the same kind  

[δὲ]12 προφητεία, ἄλλω    δὲ1 διακρίσεις πνευμάτων 

[but,]1 prophecy, another of the same kind but,1 discernings of spirits 

ἑτέρω    γένη γλωσσων, ἄλλω    δὲ1 

another of a different kind types of tongues another of the same kind but,1 

ἑρμηνεία  γλωσσῶν.”  (NA21) 

interpretation  of tongues.”  (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“but, slightly different,1 another of the same kind, based on initiation, effects or products resulting 

from energy expressed in a process, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, of 

natural inherent powers, based on response,[but, slightly different,]1 another of the same kind, based 

on initiation, proclamation of a future reality before its occurrence in time, based on response, but, 

slightly different,1 another of the same kind, based on initiation, identifications coming from 

evaluating, identifying, and judging the character or nature of something, based on response, of 

spirits, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something, another of a different kind, based on 

initiation, types or kinds of something which are linked by a common trait or origin, being tools or 

instruments used to accomplish something, of tongues (referring to that which is spoken by the physical 

tongue of man; hence spoken, written, and read human languages), based on response, but, slightly 

different,1 process of interpreting written or spoken language by correctly understanding and 

explaining its content, based on response, of tongues, (referring to that which is spoken by the physical 

tongue of man; hence spoken, written, and read human languages), based on response.” 

Principles: 

1.  Different categories of spiritual gifts exist in God’s gifting of the church age believer with that which 

he needs to be an effective servant in his role as member of the body of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-10). 

2.  The purpose of category 2 gifts (miracle gifts) was to endow the believer with divine power to 

accomplish miracles in order to show God’s power to others.   
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3.  Category 2 gifts were related to expressing God’s power for the purpose of knowing the things of 

God. 

4.  The miracle gifts of category 2 testified to the veracity of divine knowledge by manifesting God’s 

power. 

5.  The spiritual gift of workings of power was the supernatural ability of the believer to utilize the power 

of God as the energy necessary in order to produce an effect or product. 

6.  The effect or product produced by the power of God through the believer with this gift resulted in 

evidence of the validity of the believer’s message. 

7.  The spiritual gift of prophecy was the supernatural ability of the believer to foretell of future events 

prior to their occurrence in time through direct revelation from God through the believer. 

8.  This spiritual gift provided revelatory information of divine knowledge to those who heard it. 

9.  The spiritual gift of discernings of spirits was the supernatural ability of the believer to distinguish 

between the different types of spirits at work in the world. 

10.  This distinguishing was done by evaluating the spirits and their messages and being able to decipher 

correctly between those of the spirit of truth and those of the spirit of error (cf.  1 John 4:1-6). 

11.  Category 3 gifts are introduced as being the gifts of tongues and interpretations of tongues. 

12.  The use of the word ἑτερω (“heh-teh-roh”) identifies a break in the list between the discernings of 

spirits and the gift of tongues. 

13.  This break in the list closes out category 2 gifts and introduces category 3 gifts. 

14.  While category 2 gifts related to miracle gifts, category 3 gifts were temporary sign gifts based on 

the direct revelation of God. 

15.  The purpose of category 3 gifts was to identify to the Jews that they were be replaced as the agents 

through whom God was working in the world (cf. 1 Cor 14:21). 

16.  These gifts also served as a sign of the impending dispersal of the Jews from the Promised Land (cf. 

1 Cor. 14:20-22 and Isaiah 28). 

17.  The gift of tongues was a supernatural, spiritual ability to speak in a language or languages not of 

one’s native tongue. 

18.  This gift provided the believer endowed with it to directly reveal information relating to God in 

different kinds of languages foreign to him. 

19.  The gift of interpretations of tongues was a supernatural, spiritual ability to explain the 

interpretation of statements made in languages not of one’s native tongue. 

20.  This gift provided the believer endowed with it to understand and translate the information being 

spoken by another believer speaking in tongues. 

21.  Category 2 gifts ceased to be disbursed by the Holy Spirit with the completion of the canon of 

Scripture and Category 3 gifts ceased to be disbursed by the Holy Spirit once the Jews were dispersed in 

70 A.D. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul identifies the three categories of gifts which are provided to believers in the body of Christ.  

These gifts were to be utilized by the believer within the boundaries of their divinely established area of 

service in the body of Christ.  While these gifts were temporarily disbursed during the transition from 
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the Age of the Law to the Church Age they are no longer being disbursed having completed their 

objectives for which they were disbursed by the Holy Spirit. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Necessary Provisions for Service 

In 1 Corinthians 12:4, the apostle Paul identifies that there are different spiritual gift packages assigned 

to each believer. 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 

The word “varieties” is translated from the Koine Greek word διαιρέσεις (“dee-ai-reh-seis”) which 

literally means, “apportionments distributed, based on response.”  Spiritual gifts have been apportioned 

and distributed to each believer.  The distinction made by διαιρέσεις is that different spiritual gift 

packages have been divided up and distributed to each individual believer.  It is the same Holy Spirit 

who indwells believers that has distributed the specific apportioned spiritual gifts package to each 

specific believer (cf. 1 Cor 12:11).  The spiritual gifts package is based on response to the type of service 

the Father has assigned to each believer.  Therefore, believers are apportioned spiritual gift packages by 

the Father which are distributed by the Holy Spirit to each individual believer. 

The word “gifts” is translated from the Koine Greek word χαρισμάτων (“cha-rees-mah-tohn”) which 

literally means, “necessary provisions provided by another based on an attitude of unmerited favor 

toward the recipient, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something.”  Spiritual “gifts” are 

supernatural spiritual abilities provided to the believer as necessary provisions for his work of service to 

the Father.  God, because of His attitude of unmerited favor towards believers, has taken the 

responsibility for equipping and providing the believer with the supernatural abilities the believer needs 

in order to carry out his personal assigned ministry.    The neuter gender is used to identify God’s grace 

provisions for the believer’s service as being the tools necessary to be used to accomplish the ministry 

God has assigned to each believer.  In God’s grace, He has customized a spiritual gifts package for each 

believer in order to provide the believer with the necessary abilities and depths of abilities that he needs 

in order to fulfill his assigned ministry.  Paul identifies that there are different ministries for believers in 

1 Corinthians 12:5. 

“And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.” 

The word “varieties” is translated from the same word as in verse 4, διαιρέσεις (“dee-ai-reh-seis”) which 

literally means, “apportionments distributed, based on response.”  However, this time the 

apportionments distributed are in the area of individual service to God. 

The word “ministries” is translated from the Koine Greek word διακονιῶν (“dee-ah-ko-nee-ohn”) which 

literally means, “table waitings, based on response.”  The original sense of διακονιῶν refers to the 

service of  a waiter whose job is to serve guests at a table.  God has provided for each believer a specific 

table to wait; his own specific area of service as a part of God’s kingdom.  Thus, each believer has a role 

to play in serving God by fulfilling the necessary duties of his area of service.  The area of service for 

which God has assigned each believer is a part of that believer’s specific works which God has prepared 

beforehand for him to walk in (cf. Eph. 2:10).  No believer will possess identical areas of service as each 

believer’s area of service is specifically apportioned to him based on response to God’s plan for that 

individual believer.  Such being the case, each believer is still under the same authority, as Paul identifies 

in verse 5 as well.  God’s grace provision of supernatural spiritual gift packages to each believer provide 

the necessary provisions for the believer to effectively serve God in his specific area of service. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Categories of Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, the apostle Paul identifies three different categories of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of 

tongues.” 

The word “another” is translated from two different Koine Greek words ἄλλω (“ah-loh”) and ἑτέρω (“he-

ter-oh”) throughout the passage.  Both words are similar in their definitions, yet they remain distinctly 

different each with their own differentiations.  

ἄλλω literally means, “another of the same kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list that are the same in type, kind, or category.  In its description of the spiritual gifts which 

are bestowed to the believer by the Holy Spirit it describes gifts that are given based on initiation and 

relate to the same category of spiritual gifts.   

ἑτέρω literally means, “another of a different kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list, but separates them from previous objects in the list identifying them to be different in 

type, kind, or category.  In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of ἄλλω and ἑτέρω to 

establish three different types, or categories, of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another of the same kind the word of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another of a different kind faith by the same Spirit, and to 

another of the same kind gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another of the same kind the effecting 

of miracles, and to another of the same kind prophecy, and to another of the same kind the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another of a different kind various kinds of tongues, and to another of the 

same kind the interpretation of tongues.” 

Paul uses ἄλλω to identify those gifts bestowed by the Spirit which belong to the same category.  He 

then switches to a new category of spiritual gifts by using ἑτέρω to describe a different category of 

spiritual gifts; other spiritual gifts of a different kind than the previous category.  Paul uses ἑτέρω twice 

after introducing the first category of gifts for a total of three different categories of spiritual gifts.  The 

three categories of gifts are identified by the types of gifts which fit within them, being compiled from 1 

Corinthians 12:4-11, 28 and Romans 12:4-8. 

Category 1 Gifts: Gifts of Stewardship:  Based on the Word; Designed to equip the believer to  

   understand and utilize the Word. 

Category 2 Gifts: Gifts of Miracles:  Based on divine power; Designed to equip the believer to  

   show the power of God. 

Category 3 Gifts: Gifts of Revelation:  Based on direct revelation; Designed to equip the believer  

   to show the Jews that they were no longer God’s mouthpiece for the gospel. 

Regardless of its category, each gift is apportioned to the believer by the will of God (cf. 1 Cor. 12:11). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category 1 Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ. 

The first category of gifts are stewardship gifts based on the revelation of God.  They are designed to 

equip the believer with the spiritual ability to be stewards.  There are nine category one gifts identified 

from passages in Romans and 1 Corinthians which remain active through the end of the church age. 

1.  Administration: The supernatural, spiritual ability to guide and lead the body of Christ under the 

 principles of God’s Word.  From κυβερνήσεις (“koo-ber-nae-seis”), meaning “to steer a ship.”  It 

 became used figuratively to identify the governing of an organization, administrating the 

 direction and logistics of its course (Romans 12:8 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

2.  Teaching:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand and communicate the Word of 

 God to others in a systematic manner.  From διδασκαλία (“di-das-kah-lee-ah”), meaning “to 

 teach what one has learned.”  It refers to a formal process of instruction of others by one who 

 has understood the content being taught (Romans 12:7 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

3.  Service:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand the needs of others and provide 

 for them in a biblical manner.  From διακονία (“di-ah-ko-ni-ah”), meaning “one who waits on 

 tables.”  It identifies a providing role that is aware of the physical needs of others and is able to 

 minister to those needs (Romans 12:7). 

4.  Exhortation:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to inspire others to act in accordance with God 

 and His Word.  From παράκλησις (“par-ah-klae-sis”), meaning “one who calls another to action.”  

 It refers to the ability to spur others to choose to act in harmony with God’s revealed truths 

 (Romans 12:8). 

5.  Helps:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to support and assist others in their own areas 

 of service.  From ἀντίλημψις (“an-ti-laemp-sis”), meaning “one who takes up a matter.”  It is a 

 behind the scenes gift that provides support and assistance to another in their area of service (1 

 Cor.12:28). 

6.  Word of Knowledge: The supernatural, spiritual ability to categorize Bible content into doctrinal 

 categories. From λόγος γνώσεως (“lo-gos knoh-se-ohs”), meaning “revealed word of 

 knowledge.”  It refers to understanding the content of the Word and maintaining the Word in its 

 proper categories (1 Cor. 12:8). 

7.  Word of Wisdom:  The supernatural ability to understand how to apply the Word to 

 circumstances.  From λόγος σοφίας (“lo-gos so-fi-ahs”), meaning “revealed word of how to 

 apply knowledge to circumstance.”  It equips the believer to understand how the Word of God 

 relates to the circumstances of himself and others (1 Cor. 12:8). 

8.  Mercy:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to have compassion to others and their  

 circumstances.  From ἐλεῶν (“el-eh-ohn”), meaning “one whose concern is roused by contact 

 with another’s  affliction.”  It expresses compassion to those who are in difficult circumstances 

 (Romans 12:8). 

9.  Giving:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to gather resources and bestow resources.   

 From μεταδίδωμι (“met-ah-did-oh-mi”), meaning “one who gives a portion away.”  It refers to 

 the giving of resources to areas of need (Romans 12:8). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category Two Gifts 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ.  The second category of 

spiritual gifts is temporary miracle gifts based on the divine power of God.   

These gifts endowed the believer with divine power to accomplish miracles for the purpose of showing 

God’s power to others.  These gifts are no longer active having ceased upon the completion of God’s 

revelation according to 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.  Nevertheless, God’s power has not changed.  He can still 

perform the miracles by His omnipotence.  There are six category two gifts identified in Romans and 1 

Corinthians which were previously active in the church age.   

1.  Faith: The supernatural, spiritual ability to depend upon God in one’s circumstances.  From 

 πίστις (“pis-tis”) meaning, “dependency upon someone or something else to accomplish 

 something specific on one’s behalf, based on response.”  It is to the unique ability to depend 

 upon God to accomplish a specific task (1 Cor. 12:9). 

2.  Healings: The supernatural, spiritual ability to heal physical infirmities at will.  From ἰαμάτων (“ee-

 ah-mah-tohn”) meaning, “power to cause someone to become healed, being a tool or 

 instrument used to accomplish something.”  It refers to power which is the tool used to bring 

 about physical healing in another when it is expressed.  This power is placed into a believer 

 and it is expressed under the direction of that believer (1. Cor. 12:9, 28,  31). 

3.  Miracles: The supernatural, spiritual ability to perform miraculous works at will.  From 

 ἐνεργηματα δυνάμεων (“en-er-gae-mah-tah doo-nah-meh-ohn”) meaning, “the resultant 

 working, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of natural inherent power, 

 based on response.”  It is the ability to produce miracles worked through the natural inherent 

 power of God.  The ability to use God’s inherent power to perform miracles is placed into a 

 believer and is expressed under the direction of that believer (1 Cor. 12:10, 28-29). 

4.  Prophecy: The supernatural, spiritual ability to reveal future reality through direct revelation.  

 From προφητεία (“prah-fae-tei-ah”) meaning, “foretelling of future events, based on response.”  

 It identifies the ability to tell about future history prior to its occurrence based on response to 

 direct revelation of God (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; 13:2, 8;).   

5.  Discerning of spirits: The supernatural, spiritual ability to distinguish between truth and error.  From 

 διακρίσεις πνευμάτων (“dee-ah-kree-seis pneu-mah-tohn”) meaning, “divisions based on 

 response of spirits, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something.”  It refers to the 

 ability to make divisions regarding the different spirits of information within the world system 

 (God’s or Satan’s; cf. 1 John 4:1-4), separating truth from false truth or error (cf. 1 Cor. 12:10.) 

6.  Knowledge:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to receive and reveal direct revelation from God.  From 

 γνῶσις (“gnoh-sis”) meaning, “knowledge of fact or statement.”  It refers to the fragmented 

 knowledge of a specific piece of information.  The believer who had this gift would receive 

 revelation from God to pass on to others (not to be confused with the category one gift “word 

 of knowledge”) 

These gifts are no longer active in the church age, having accomplished their specific objectives until the 

revelation of God was completed when John recorded the Revelation of Jesus Christ (cf. Rev. 1:1-3; 1 

Cor. 13:8-10). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category Three Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ. 

The third category of spiritual gifts is temporary sign gifts based on the direct revelation of God.  These 

gifts endowed the believer with direct revelation from God for the purpose of showing the Jews that 

they were no longer the agents through whom God was working.  During the Age of the Law, Israel was 

God’s agent for ministry in the world.  Through Israel the nations learned first of the Almighty God, and 

secondly the promise of a Messiah.  God worked through Israel to spread His name to the nations.  

Category three gifts were the promised sign (cf. 1 Cor. 14:21) to Israel (cf. Isaiah 28:11-12) that God was 

working through the church (believers in Christ) rather than through the nation of Israel.  These gifts 

identified to Israel that they were no longer God’s stewards, having been replaced by the church as 

God’s agents of ministry and also identified to the Jews the beginning of their dispersal from the 

Promised Land as a curse for their lack of faithfulness.  Through category three gifts God directly 

revealed His greatness to all nations (cf. Acts 2:1-13).  There are two gifts in this category which were 

previously given in the church age but are no longer a part of the spiritual gifts packages bestowed to 

believers. 

1.  Tongues:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to speak in a language not of one’s native 

 tongue.  From γένη γλωσσῶν (“geh-nae glohs-sohn”) meaning, “kinds, being tools or 

 instruments used to accomplish something, of tongues, based on response.”  It was the unique 

 ability to directly reveal information relating to God in different kinds of foreign languages. 

2.  Interpretations: The supernatural, spiritual ability to explain the interpretation of different kinds 

 of languages.  From ἑρμηνεία γλωσσῶν (“her-mae-nei-ah glohs-sohn”) meaning, “process of 

 interpretation of tongues.”  This gift was the ability to understand and translate the 

 information being spoken by another believer speaking in tongues. 

1 Corinthians 13:8 identifies the cessation of the gift of tongues, saying “they will cease.”  The English 

word “cease” is translated from the Koine Greek word παύσονται (“paus-on-tai”) which literally means, 

“they really will participate in the action in a point in time in the future to come to an end.”  God’s 

bestowment of the gift of tongues was to come to an end at point in time after Paul’s writing of the 

epistle to the church of Corinth. 

The witnessing of category three gifts by the Jews signaled to them that they were to be dispersed out 

of the land of Israel as judgment for their lack of faithfulness to the God who brought them out of Egypt.  

As such, these gifts ceased when they fulfilled the objective set forth for them by God when that 

dispersion of the Jews out of Israel occurred in 70 A.D.  Today, the Jews remain largely spread about in 

the world as a result of this curse of judgment upon them.  The curse will remain throughout the rest of 

the church age and through the seven years of tribulation before being lifted at the second advent of 

Christ to begin the Millennial Reign. 

Biblically, the gifts of tongues and interpretations is no longer bestowed to believers.  Any alleged 

expression of the gift of tongues following 70 A.D. is counterfeit, whether of Satan & Company’s direct 

or indirect influence, or derived from the source of man’s flesh and ignorance of Scripture. 



Gifts, Positions, and Roles in the Church Age 
A Supplemental Summary for the Body of Christ 

The conversation surrounding spiritual gifts is seemingly everlasting.  Yet, God has spoken clearly in His 

Word about the nature of spiritual gifts and their purpose in the church.  Why then is there a lack of 

harmony amongst local bodies of Christ and brothers and sisters in the body?  Paul wrote about spiritual 

gifts to the church of Corinth in order that they would not be ignorant of spiritual things.  Yet, today’s 

American church has become quite ignorant of spiritual things.  Far worse, the American church has 

become quite arrogant in regards to spiritual things and the pulpits of American churches predominantly 

are to blame. 

God’s system of communication to man has been fairly simple and remarkably consistent throughout 

the ages.  He reveals that which He wants man to know to His servants who in turn communicate that to 

those to whom God’s Word is purposed.  In the Old Testament God used prophets and priests to reveal 

His instruction and teach His ways.  In the New Testament God used apostles, prophets, and continues 

to use teachers to equip the body of Christ for its work of service.  The humans who filled the roles of 

prophet, priest, apostle, and teacher, were designated to those roles by God.  In doing so, His grace was 

the source of supplication for the resources and needs necessary to carry out their roles. 

As God tasked certain men to fill the role and position He ordained be used in their specific day He 

provided them with all that they needed to accomplish the role into which He called and placed them.  

In the case of the prophets and priests of old, His Holy Spirit would come upon them, empowering them 

supernaturally with the wisdom, skill, and strength necessary to fulfill their role and God’s purpose.  In 

the church age God used the apostles, prophets, and teachers to reveal and communicate His Word to 

the body of believers developing and perpetuating.  For these God sent His Holy Spirit upon, and then 

into on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit indwelled all believers.  The Holy Spirit disbursed 

spiritual gifts to church age believers.  These gifts were and are necessary provisions for the role that 

each believer in Christ has been designated to fulfill in the body of Christ. 

Understanding the difference between the role of the servant of God and the spiritual gifting of the 

servant of God is critical to clearing up the muddied waters obfuscating the instruction of God 

concerning spiritual gifts.  The role of the believer requires the necessary spiritual provision for its 

fulfillment.  In other words, the spiritual gifts provide the believer with the resources he needs to 

effectively carry out the role into which God has designated and placed him in the body of Christ.  As 

spiritual gifts are studied, the Bible student, pastors, preachers, and teachers need to be discerning in 

order to accurately identify and rightly divide spiritual gifts from roles of service. 

There are a few passages of Scripture which explain spiritual gifts and spiritual roles in the body of 

Christ.  One passage that clearly expresses the need for discernment between the role of the believer 

and the gifting of the believer is 1 Corinthians 12:27-28. 

 “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.  And God has appointed in the 

 church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, 

 helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.” 

Within Paul’s statement there is clearly delineation between roles in the church and spiritual gifts given 

to believers.  In verse 28 Paul identifies that God has “appointed” an order to the roles and usage of gifts 
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in the church.  He lists three roles in their sequential order:  “first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers.” 

The apostle was a believer in Christ which had been given the revelation of God’s Word and the 

authority to give it out.  .  It is from the apostle’s role that instruction in the church age took shape.  God 

sent out the apostle with His revelation and the authority necessary to give it out and carry it out to 

believers in various local bodies.  This is the first position God appointed in the church age.  The word 

“first” is translated from the Koine Greek word πρῶτον (“proh-ton”).  It literally means, “first in a 

sequence of time, place, or priority.”  When God established His plan to reveal instruction to believers in 

the church age, He first established the position of the apostle as His agent through which to reveal His 

Word.  Thus, a believer who was designated by God as His apostle (such as Paul and Peter) held the pre-

eminent position in the equipping of the body of Christ. 

The prophet was a believer in Christ who had the role of revealing God’s message.  Those believers who 

filled the role of prophet worked to give to the church the message of God concerning what would take 

place in the future.  This is the second position God established through which He made provision for 

the equipping of the saints.  The word “second” in the Koine Greek text of verse 28 (δεύτερον-“deu-ter-

on”) identifies something which is second in a sequence of time, place, or priority.  Consequently, the 

role of the prophet was second to the role of the apostle in God’s revelation plan. 

Thirdly, according to the Koine Greek word τρίτον (“tri-ton”), the role of teacher was given to the church 

in the church age so that it could be equipped for the work of ministry by the Word of God.  The role of 

teacher is not a revelatory role but, rather, is communicatory role.  Where the apostle and the prophet 

revealed new information of God’s Word and instruction to the body of Christ, the role of the teacher 

was to systematically instruct the body in God’s Word.  Thus, the teacher’s role was to communicate 

God’s Word through instruction of it to the body of Christ. 

The result of these three roles in the church age was the giving out of the revelation of God’s Word 

through the apostle and prophet roles, and the communication of what God had revealed through the 

apostles and prophets by the role of the teacher.  In each of these roles a designated believer was 

placed by God.  Each of the believers in the apostle, prophet, or teacher role of the church age were 

given and are given the necessary spiritual gifts to support their function in the designated role into 

which God placed them in the body of Christ.  It is necessary to recognize the difference between the 

role, the person in that role, and the spiritual gifting which supports the function of the role. 

Every believer has a role to play in the body of Christ.  Likewise, every believer has spiritual giftings 

which support the role to which God has assigned them.  But not every believer has a position in the 

body of Christ in terms of an office.  The role of apostle and the role of prophet came to a close when 

those believers who had those roles died off and after the completion of the canon of Scripture.  

Because these roles were revelatory in function they did not serve any further function once the 

entirety of God’s revelation was made complete.  This leaves teachers in the church age to communicate 

that which God has given out through the apostles and prophets.  The position of teacher is the final 
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position in the body of Christ which bears the tertiary authority as steward of God’s Word for the 

purpose of equipping the saints for the work of ministry.1 

As the apostle Paul instructs the church at Corinth with the revelation from God, he identifies these 

three positions and then lists underneath them spiritual gifts which take a back seat to the positions of 

apostle, prophet, and teacher.  So when Paul finishes his statement identifying the tertiary role of the 

teacher in the church he switches his list from positions and roles in the church to spiritual gifts.  The 

spiritual gifts he identifies which are inferior to the roles and positions of the apostle, prophet, and 

teacher are identified in verse 28. 

 “…then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.” 

Notice that Paul makes a point to express the first, second, and third positions in the church body then 

hinges off of those positions moving into spiritual gifts.  He uses the word “then” which is translated 

from the Koine Greek word ἐπειτα (“eh-pei-tah”) referring to additional components to a sequence of 

time, place, or priority.  The spiritual gifts listed are subordinate in their giving, or in their priority to the 

roles given in the church age of apostle, prophet, and teacher. 

Paul uses the word χαρίσματα (“char-is-mah-tah”) to classify the gifts which he lists.  It literally means, 

necessary provisions provided by another based on an attitude of unmerited favor toward the recipient 

which takes responsibility for the recipient, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  

The primary reason that spiritual gifts are referred to as spiritual “gifts” is because they have been freely 

given to believers in the moment of their faith in Christ.  But a more accurate understanding of the text 

would better render the translation of χαρίσματα as “provisions” or “necessary provisions.”  If such 

were the case then perhaps there would be less confusion r surrounding the difference between gifts, 

positions, and roles in the body of Christ. 

The spiritual provisions of miracles, healings, helps, administrations, and tongues are identified in Paul’s 

list, clearly being labeled by Paul as what God has given to believers in order to support their function in 

the role or position to which He has assigned the individual believer.  Of these spiritual “gifts” 

mentioned, only helps and administrations are still being disbursed to those in the church age being 

category one spiritual provisions. 

The ability of the Bible student to rightly divide between spiritual gifts and spiritual roles or positions in 

the body of Christ is essential to accurately understanding the provisions God has given and the role or 

position which those provisions support.  Such is evident, moreover, in Romans 12:6-8 where Paul 

                                                           
1
 It should be duly recognized that the role or position of the “evangelist” is added to these three when Ephesians 

4:11-12 is included for harmonization.  Also necessary for recognition is the syntactical relationship in the Greek 
grammar between “pastors” and “teachers” in the same passage.  Greek grammatical structure requires that these 
be viewed as one and the same, thus recognize the dual role of the position of “pastor-teacher” having been given 
to the church by God for its equipping.  The overseer of every local body is to be a pastor-teacher, one who 
shepherds the flock to which he is assigned and over which he has authority through the communication of God’s 
Word in a systematic manner of instruction. 
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instructs believers on the use of their gifting within roles that directly relate to their gifts in the body of 

Christ. 

 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 

 accordingly:  if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he 

 who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; 

 he who leads with diligence; he who shows mercy with cheerfulness.” 

In this passage Paul identifies spiritual gifts by the role or function which the believer is to carry out.  

Each believer differing in that package of spiritual provisions that have been given to him by the Holy 

Spirit in accordance with the plan and will of God the Father for each believer. 

Paul begins with the gifts of prophecy and service, clearly identifying them by the label χαρίσματα 

(“char-is-mah-tah”) in verse 6 as he did also with those gifts he referred to in 1 Corinthians 12:28.  But 

then, Paul switches his focus to the description of the person by their role and gifting.  Romans 12:7-8 

show the difference with the introduction of a string of participle clauses given by Paul. 

The first of the participle clauses is “he who teaches, in his teaching.”  Paul’s main instruction is that the 

body of Christ is to function by faith upon the gifting and role that God has provided to them.  Thus, to 

the one which God has gifted and assigned the role of teaching, his service in the body is by the action of 

teaching.  The participle διδάσκων (“di-das-kohn”) describes the believer with the gift of teaching by the 

action of teaching with their gifting.  In their service in the body, teachers are to teach.  Why are 

teachers to teach?  Because that is the role of service to which God has assigned each teacher based 

upon His plan and will for him which He supported through the giving of the gift of teaching. 

Each of the remaining participle clauses in the string identifies the same concept of the gifting and the 

role being expressed by the believer possessing them through carrying them out in service to God.  The 

one with the gift and role of exhortation is to continuously perform the action of exhorting the body of 

Christ by his exhortation.  The believer with the gift and role of giving is to continuously perform the 

action of giving without any ulterior motive or ties to that which they gave.  The believer with the gift 

and role of administration2 is to direct those under his authority with eagerness and devotion toward 

expending energy and effort in their leading.  The believer with the gift and role of showing mercy is to 

show mercy with a quality or state of cheerfulness from a lack of duress. 

Each of these participles describes what the believer with the gifts and roles in the body of Christ is to do 

in their service to God in the body of Christ.  Yet, while Paul identifies the person in his focus on their 

actions of service in the body, he reveals the gifting and role of that person by their action of service in 

the body.  In other words, by taking on their role which God has given them in the body of Christ, their 

spiritual gifts become evident within and without them as they serve in their assigned role. 

                                                           
2
 In Paul’s participle clause string in Romans 12:8 he uses the participle προιστάμενος (“proi-stah-meh-nos”) 

describing one who is at the head of leadership for a family or group.  It is their role to direct the family or group 
based on the needs of that family or group into what is best for them.  This is the gift of administration and the 
role of the administrator.  Paul’s focus is on the description of the administrator as one who directs those 
underneath his authority.   
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Today, the body of Christ has a number of spiritual gifts which are disbursed to them by the Holy Spirit 

at the moment of their faith in Christ.  Not all spiritual gifts continue to be given in the church age.  

Those gifts that were sign gifts and miracle gifts have ceased in accordance with 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.  

But those gifts which are based on the believer’s stewardship of the completed Word of God remain 

given to new believers and continue to function in present day believers; each as God has assigned. 

Those gifts are evident through 1 Corinthians 12:8 and Romans 12:7-8.  They are: 

1. Word of Wisdom: The supernatural ability to understand how to apply the Word to 

circumstances. From λόγος σοφίας (“lo-gos so-fi-ahs”), meaning “revealed word of how to apply 

knowledge to circumstance.” It equips the believer to understand how the Word of God relates 

to the circumstances of himself and others (1 Cor. 12:8). 

2. Word of Knowledge: The supernatural, spiritual ability to categorize Bible content into doctrinal 

categories. From λόγος γνώσεως (“lo-gos knoh-se-ohs”), meaning “revealed word of 

knowledge.” It refers to understanding the content of the Word and maintaining the Word in its 

proper categories (1 Cor. 12:8). 

3. Service: The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand the needs of others and provide for 

them in a biblical manner. From διακονία (“di-ah-ko-ni-ah”), meaning “one who waits on 

tables.” It identifies a providing role that is aware of the physical needs of others and is able to 

minister to those needs (Romans 12:7). 

4. Teaching: The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand and communicate the Word of God to 

others in a systematic manner. From διδασκαλία (“di-das-kah-lee-ah”), meaning “to teach what 

one has learned.” It refers to a formal process of instruction of others by one who has 

understood the content being taught (Romans 12:7 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

5. Exhortation: The supernatural, spiritual ability to inspire others to act in accordance with God 

and His Word. From παράκλησις (“par-ah-klae-sis”), meaning “one who calls another to action.” 

It refers to the ability to spur others to choose to act in harmony with God’s revealed truths 

(Romans 12:8). 

6. Giving: The supernatural, spiritual ability to gather resources and bestow resources. From 

μεταδίδωμι (“met-ah-did-oh-mi”), meaning “one who gives a portion away.” It refers to the 

giving of resources to areas of need (Romans 12:8). 

7. Administration: The supernatural, spiritual ability to guide and lead the body of Christ under the 

principles of God’s Word. From κυβερνήσεις (“koo-ber-nae-seis”), meaning “to steer a ship.” It 

became used figuratively to identify the governing of an organization, administrating the 

direction and logistics of its course (Romans 12:8 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

8. Helps: The supernatural, spiritual ability to support and assist others in their own areas of 

service. From ἀντίλημψις (“an-ti-laemp-sis”), meaning “one who takes up a matter.” It is a 

behind the scenes gift that provides support and assistance to another in their area of service (1 

Cor.12:28). 

9. Mercy: The supernatural, spiritual ability to have compassion to others and their circumstances. 

From ἐλεῶν (“el-eh-ohn”), meaning “one whose concern is roused by contact with another’s 

affliction.” It expresses compassion to those who are in difficult circumstances (Romans 12:8). 
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As the believer understands the difference between spiritual gifts, roles, and positions, he is better 

equipped to utilize that which God has given him in the area of service to which he has been assigned by 

God.  The Bible student should be diligent to rightly divide the spiritual gifting from the spiritual roles 

and positions in order that he not confuse a role for a gift or gift for a role. 

God assigns areas of service in the body of Christ (roles).  In support of those roles God takes 

responsibility to equip the believer with what he needs to be successful in carrying out his assigned role 

(spiritual provisions/ spiritual “gifts”).  To better equip the body of Christ to know and understand these 

things God has given to the church specific positions throughout its history:  the position of the apostle, 

the position of the prophet, and the position of the teacher.  With the positions of apostle and prophet 

removed from present day church age spiritual life it is critical that each believer pursue and submit to 

the teaching of a pastor-teacher who exercises his gift of teaching in the position of authority he has 

over a local body of Christ. 

As each believer grows in the knowledge of God’s Word through the arranged system and format of 

instruction which He has established the body of Christ becomes more adept and effective in carrying to 

completion the work which God has laid out for it to accomplish, both individually and corporately to 

the glory of God. 



Spring 2011 Version Rev. 3 

55

Category One Gifts 
The first category of gifts is based on the Word (the Bible) and will continue 
through the church age.  It is among these gifts that you will discover the unique 
abilities given you by the Holy Spirit with which you are to serve God through the 
church and in para-church organizations. 

CATEGORY ONE GIFTS:  BASED ON THE WORD AND FOR THE 

CHURCH AGE

1.  GIFT OF ADMINISTRATION: I Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:8 

 This gift is the unique ability to assume leadership roles effectively; an ability 
to function in administrative capacities; to provide leadership and direction for 
various ministries in the church.  The biblical title assigned to those who exercise 
this gift in an office of leadership in the church is elder.  (I Timothy 5:17; Titus 1:5; 
I Peter 5:1). 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability as a self starter. 

(   ) An ability to see and understand needs related to organization. 
 (   ) An ability to assume leadership. 
 (    ) An ability to delegate responsibility. 
 (    ) TOTAL 
 (  4) DIVIDED BY 

 (    ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to be assertive. 
 (   ) A tendency to be aggressive. 
 (   ) A tendency to lead out if there is no designated leader. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   )  TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- As a church business administrator 
  -- As a department director 
  -- As a chairperson of committee or board 
  -- Other areas of administration 
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2.  GIFT OF TEACHING: I Corinthians 12:28: Romans 12:7 

 The unique ability to understand and to communicate Biblical content.  It 
includes both the ability to learn and teach the principles, promises, doctrines and 
techniques found in the Bible.  This gift also includes the unique ability to teach 
skills which are related to the work of the church. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to research. 
 (   ) An ability to present truth in a systematic sequence. 
 (   ) An ability to communicate effectively. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to go into detail when asked simple questions. 
 (   ) A tendency to want to communicate everything learned. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- Pastor-Teacher 
  -- Sunday School class teacher 
  -- Bible study class teacher 
  -- Teach skills 
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3.  GIFT OF SERVICE: Romans 12:7 

 The unique ability to serve those in the body through the care of their 
material needs.  This gift provides an awareness of needs and an ability to minister 
to those needs.  Although several in the congregation may have this gift, there is an 
office through which to administer service with this gift.  The word ``deacon'' is the 
English transliteration of the Greek word “diakonos,” which refers to the office for 
the administration of this gift. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to detect practical needs of others. 
 (   ) An ability to serve in practical ways to provide for others. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (  ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (  ) A tendency to be alert to the needs of others. 
 (   ) A tendency to take responsibility for helping others. 
 (  ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   )  SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   )  TOTAL 
 ( 2)  DIVIDED BY 
 (   )  TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- assist others by providing: 
  -- food 
  -- shelter 
  -- clothing 
  -- services 
  -- transportation 
  -- etc. 
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4.  GIFT OF EXHORTATION: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to spur people on to decision and action.  This gift 
provides for motivation and encouragement to others.  It is the ability to call others 
to your position. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to motivate. 
 (   ) An ability to encourage. 
 (   ) An ability to inspire. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to speak out strongly on their beliefs. 
 (   ) A tendency to share their ideas. 

(   ) A tendency to avoid anything that doesn't seem practical. 
 (   ) A tendency to push people to their potential. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- Preaching 
  -- Evangelism 
  -- Singing 
  -- Visitation 
  -- Promotion 
  -- Etc. 
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5.  GIFT OF HELPS: I Corinthians 12:28 

 The unique ability to assist others who are involved in ministry.  This is a 
support gift that manifests itself on the sidelines and behind the scenes lending 
support and providing the manpower for activities directed by those in more public 
leadership roles. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to follow leadership. 

(   ) An ability to perform one or more skills necessary to the operation of 
a local church. 

(   ) An ability to perform skills necessary for para-church groups. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to desire only simple sideline responsibilities. 

 (   ) A tendency to follow rather than lead. 
 (   ) A tendency to assist others they see serving. 
 (  ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Assistance in committee work 
  -- Performing skills: 
  -- secretarial work 
  -- custodial work 
  -- maintenance work 
  -- telephoning 
  -- kitchen work 
  -- yard work 
  -- etc. 
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6.  GIFT OF WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: I Corinthians 12:8 

 The unique ability to put Bible content into categories of Bible doctrine.  To 
be able to read a passage of scripture and sense the subject matter found there and 
organize it into categorical order.  This gift is not to be confused with the gift of 
knowledge which was a temporary gift by which doctrine was revealed until the 
completion of the canon of scripture as per I Corinthians 13:8-13. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to comprehend what is read. 

(   ) An ability to separate various doctrinal truths that are revealed in the 
Word.

 (   ) Alertness to factual detail. 
(   ) An ability to classify scripture into doctrinal subjects. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to take a clinical approach to Bible study. 
(   ) A tendency to identify categories of doctrine when reading or listening 

to the Word. 
(   ) A tendency to avoid use of nonbiblical illustrations. 

 (   ) A tendency to react sharply to error. 
 (   ) A tendency to prove or test all teachings. 

(   ) A tendency to emphasize the importance and accuracy of words. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 6) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (  ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Writing 
  -- Teaching 
  -- Developing lesson materials 
  -- Organizing study materials 



Spring 2011 Version Rev. 3 

61

7.  GIFT OF WORD OF WISDOM: I Corinthians 12:8 

 The unique ability to understand the proper application of Bible content to 
experience.  The unique ability to communicate the application of specific Bible 
passages to a person concerning his situation or circumstances.  This is not to be 
confused with the instruction given to all believers to ask for wisdom (James 1:5). 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
(   ) An ability to see a person's circumstances or situation. 
(   ) An ability to understand the Bible in an applicational sense. 
(   ) An ability to communicate applicational principles clearly. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to look for application as the Bible is read or taught. 
(   ) A tendency to identify certain people as Bible passages are examined. 
(   ) A tendency to think of certain Bible passages upon hearing of a 

person's circumstances or situation. 
(   ) A tendency to relate the Word to everything experienced. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of gift: 
  -- Preaching 
  -- Teaching 
  -- Counseling 
  -- Writing 
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8.  GIFT OF MERCY: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to have compassion on those in need.  A unique sensitivity 
to the needs of others and an ability to provide a sense of comfort. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to see joy or distress in others. 
 (   ) An ability to console and comfort. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to have compassion on others. 

(   ) A tendency to experience the emotions others are experiencing. 
 (   ) A tendency to offer comfort and consolation. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED 
 (   ) SCORE OF TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE OF CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Visitation 
  -- Comforting 
  -- Consoling 
  -- Encouraging 
  -- Assisting 
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9.  THE GIFT OF GIVING: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to acquire money and direct it into the Lord's work.  This 
is not to be confused with normal ``priestly giving'' expected of every believer but is 
a unique ability to acquire material assets to be used directly in the Lord's work. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to acquire assets. 
 (   ) An ability to multiply material assets. 
 (   ) An ability to understand financial needs. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to look for the material needs in a situation. 
(   ) A tendency to assume personal responsibility for financial assistance. 
(   ) A tendency to have confidence in meeting financial needs. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Financial support to church. 
  -- Financial support to para-- church organizations. 
  -- Financial assistance to individuals. 



Galatians 2:10 
Summary Review 

“They only asked us to remember the poor-the very thing I also was eager to do.”  (NASB) 

“They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.”  

(NKJV) 

“μόνον   τῶν πτωχῶν  ἵνα  μνημονεύωμεν,  ὃ καὶ  

“Only  the poor  in order that we be mindful of, which and 

ἐσπούδασα αὐτὸ τοῦτο ποιῆσαι” (NA21) 

I was eager same this to perform.” (KMT) 

Expanded Translation: 

“Only, of the crouching in reliance upon another’s mercy for supplication of physical or spiritual need, 

based on initiation, in order that we might perform the continuous type of action to call to mind 

which, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, and, emphatically, I really performed 

the action in a point in time to be oriented to readily exerting oneself to accomplishing a task with 

diligence, it1, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, this, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something, to perform the action in a point in time as a matter of purpose to 

perform. 

Principles: 

1.  The poor are those who have physical or spiritual need due to a lack of physical or spiritual resources 

in their possession. 

2.  Those who have physical or spiritual need are identified by their humbled stature wherein they are in 

need of mercy supplied to them in order to remedy their lack. 

3.  As such, the poor are dependent upon the mercy of others to provide for their needs. 

4.  Crouching in reliance upon another’s mercy for one’s physical or spiritual needs is based on initiation. 

5.  Humans have free will and make their own choices. 

6.  While the free will of others and circumstances into which one is born or falls are outside of the 

scope of one’s personal volition, the response to the decisions of others and naturally born 

circumstances are. 

7.  Thus, through the free will of man, God provides every individual the opportunity to make decisions 

regarding the needs, desires, and objectives they pursue. 

8.  Negative utilization of this volition often times, if left un-checked, reduces the options of the 

individual from many options to few and often down to merely one option:  begging. 

9.  Conversely, positive utilization of one’s personal volition, increases the options of the individual 

allowing them greater freedom of opportunity to fulfill their needs, desires, and objectives. 

10.  Positive volitional expression is the exercise of volitional determinations from an individual which 

are found to be in harmony with the principles of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit’s leadership. 

                                                           
1
 The construction of αὐτὸ τοῦτο (“au-to tou-to”) literally means “it this” but carries the idea of identifying one 

thing to be the same as another thing, thus, in most English translations it is accurate rendered “same.”  For 
purposes of the expanded translation’s accuracy to a literal definition approach it has been left defined rather than 
translated in the expanded translation.  Note the KMT interlinear translation uses “same” respective to αὐτὸ. 
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11.  Regardless of the depth of negative volitional expression of an individual, positive volitional 

expression is the key to turning around the limitation of circumstance encroached or encroaching upon 

him. 

12.  Believers are to take care of the physical needs of fellow believers when a believer is found to be in 

a position which is beyond his personal divinely supplied pool of resources (cf. Gal. 6:2). 

13.  However, believers are also to utilize their divinely supplied grace resources to bear their own load, 

not squandering it foolishly through negative volitional expression (cf. Gal. 6:5). 

14.  Those who are poor in spirit (cf. Matt. 5:3) are those who are in a position of reliance upon another 

for their spiritual needs. 

15.  God is the supplier of the believer’s spiritual needs, thus each believer should be in a position of 

reliance upon Him. 

16.  This is true for salvation, wherein the believer meets his first spiritual supplication in the moment in 

which he believed. 

17.  But, likewise, is true for his daily walk with God, wherein he has the potential for fellowship, 

spiritual fruit, and fulfillment of divinely created works assigned to him to accomplish. 

18.  Believers are to be dependent upon God for each moment, utilizing the grace He provides, the 

principles and instruction from His Word, and the filling ministry of His Holy Spirit for their leading. 

19.  A believer who is mentally oriented to the perspective that he does not need God’s assistance in 

order to fulfill his role as a steward is arrogant, out of fellowship, and has deemed himself spiritually 

rich. 

20.  Humility is the key to reliance upon another, whether for physical need or spiritual need. 

21.  Thus, believers need to maintain an attitude of humility regarding their physical and spiritual 

resources. 

22.  The Heavenly Father has supplied the physical needs for all believers as well as their spiritual needs. 

23.  Reliance upon what He has provided is accomplished through humility and acceptance of His grace. 

Conclusion: 

 Paul quips that the Jerusalem church leaders merely asked him to be mindful of those who have 

physical need.  Paul agrees and affirms his mentality to do so.  The famine relief aid he has with him, 

which spurred his trip to Jerusalem in order to iron out his mission to the Gentiles in the first place, 

seems to affirm Paul’s readiness to exert himself toward meeting the needs of others. 
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