
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Rapture of the Saints 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:17 Paul identifies that believers will be raptured to meet the Lord in the air. 

“Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” 

The word “alive” is translated from the Koine Greek word ζῶντες (“zohn-tes”) which literally means, 

“performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be spiritually alive based on their 

own initiation.”  It describes a group of people by the action of being spiritually alive when “the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout” (cf. 1 Thess. 4:16).  Those who are spiritually alive are so 

based on a principle that is in operation, namely the spiritual life is generated in those who believe into 

Christ (cf. John 3:5-6; 14-16; 1 John 5:1). 

The word “remain” is translated from the Koine Greek word περιλειπόμενοι (“per-i-leip-o-meh-noi”) 

which literally means, “being acted upon in a continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be the 

remainder of a group, based on their own initiation.”  This participle describes those who are the are left 

as a remainder of a larger group or category.  The larger group is church age believers (those who are 

spiritually alive).  However, the group is separated into two portions; those who have fallen asleep (cf. 1 

Thess. 4:15-16) and those who have not fallen asleep (thus, they remain).  Those church age believers 

who are physically dead when the Lord returns for the saints will rise first, then the remainder believers, 

those who are spiritually alive will be caught up to meet the Lord. 

The words “caught up” are translated from the Koine Greek word ἁρπαγησόμεθα (“har-pa-gaes-o-meh-

thah”) which literally means, “they really will be acted upon in a point in time in the future to be forcibly 

removed.”  Living believers will be forcibly removed from their position on earth to meet the Lord in the 

air.  The result of this forcible removal of the living believer from the earth is that all believers will be 

together with the Lord from that point forward. 

The English word “rapture” was brought into English from the Latin word rapio, (meaning “I snatch”) to 

describe the ἁρπαγησόμεθα of believers and the rising of the dead in Christ to meet the Lord in the air.  

This is different than the Lord’s second coming which is marked by His arrival and rule on earth, rather 

than just His descension to the earth’s atmosphere.  There is a period of seven years of tribulation 

between the rapture and the Second Coming during which the “man of lawlessness” is revealed (cf. 2 

Thess. 2:1-3).  

The rapture also precedes the day of the Lord (cf. 2 Thess. 2:2) as identified in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. 

“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,” 

While “the apostasy” is often confused as referring to a “falling away from the faith” mentioned by Paul 

in 1 Timothy 4:1, here it refers to the snatching away of the saints which causes them to depart from 

earth to be with the Lord forever.  As a result believers are able to have full confidence that they will not 

be present during the tribulation.  Instead, they have been gathered to meet Christ in the air and will 

undergo a series of events in heaven during the seven years of tribulation that occur on earth. 


