
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Marriage of the Lamb 

In Revelation 19:7 John reveals what Jesus showed him concerning the marriage of the Lamb to His 

bride. 

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His 

bride has made herself ready.” 

The word “marriage” is translated from the Koine Greek word γάμος (“ga-mos”) which literally means, 

“ceremony associated with a bridegroom becoming joined together with his bride, based on initiation.”  

The focus of γάμος is on the ceremony that joins together a bridegroom with his betrothed bride.  The 

result of the ceremony is that the two are joined together as one, each having a complementary role to 

carry out in their relationship.  The “Lamb” is a reference to Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who is the 

bridegroom that has been joined together with His bride, the church (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-23; 5:22-

23).   

Marriage custom during biblical times foreshadows the marriage of the Lamb.  Typically, marriages were 

arranged by the bridegroom going to the home of the one he sought as his bride.  A dowry was paid to 

initiate the betrothal process and the bridegroom would return to his father’s home to build a bridal 

suite that would house him and his bride once they were married.  The bridegroom would return at an 

unscheduled time to the home of his betrothed and snatch her away back to his father’s home where 

the wedding ceremony would take place.  The bride was prepared for the ceremony through washings 

and cleansings, dressed in fine clothes, and then the ceremony would take place.  After that the 

newlyweds would return to the home of the bride to celebrate the marriage with her family.  These 

feasts lasted anywhere from a week to a year, following which the couple would return to the bridal 

suite to live as man and wife. 

The parallels between the marriage custom and the interaction of Jesus and the church are in no way 

coincidental.  The Father sent the Son to the earth (the bride’s home) to pay the dowry for the church.  

Jesus went back to heaven (His Father’s home) to prepare a place for His bride (cf. John 14:2-3), 

promising to return to get the church.  He will return at the rapture, taking the church to His home for 

purification at the Judgment Seat of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2. Cor. 5:10) resulting in her being clothed 

in the fine linen of her righteous deeds (cf. Rev. 19:8).  Once the ceremony is completed, Jesus and the 

Church return to earth, the home of believers to celebrate at the marriage supper of the Lamb (cf. Rev. 

19:9). 

In Revelation 19:7 John records the post-ceremony return of Christ with His bride for the marriage 

supper of the Lamb (cf. Rev. 19:9) where he identifies the marriage of the Lamb has come. 

The phrase “has come” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἦλθεν (“ael-then”) which literally 

means, “it really has performed the action in a point in time in the past to arrive at a place with 

emphasis on its arrival.”  The marriage of the Lamb has already taken place when Christ returns to the 

earth at the second advent to celebrate the marriage supper of the Lamb.  While often confused as 

being one and the same these are two distinct events which occur in two distinct locations.  

Tribulational saints and pre-crucifixion saints (thus, Israel) are invited as guests to the marriage supper 

of the Lamb (cf. Matt. 25:1-13; Luke 12:37), which celebrates the marriage of Christ and the church. 


