
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Judgment Seat of Christ 

Paul identifies an evaluation of that which the believer does at the Judgment Seat of Christ in 2 

Corinthians 5:10. 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 

his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” 

The words “judgment seat” are translated from the Koine Greek word βήματος (“bae-mah-tos”) which 

literally means, “a raised platform used by officials to address an assembly under review, being a tool or 

instrument used to accomplish something.”  The Judgment Seat of Christ refers to a platform from 

which Christ will review the assembly of believers regarding their deeds “whether good or bad.”  The 

believer’s works are not judged in a judicial manner, so as to assign guilt or innocence to the believer 

whose sins have been judged in Christ.  Rather, this judgment is an official review of the works carried 

out by the believer during his time of service on earth.  Based on the nature of the works, whether good 

or bad, the believer is recompensed. 

The word “recompensed” is translated from the Koine Greek word κομίσηται (“ko-mi-sae-tai”) which 

literally means, “he might participate in the action in a point in time to obtain compensation for what 

has been done.”  The compensation obtained by the believer is a reward from God being dispensed by 

Jesus Christ to the believer based on the success of the believer to do good works in partnership with 

God’s Spirit.  The believer’s reward is in the form of four crowns:  The Crown of Righteousness (cf. 2 Tim. 

4:7-8), the Crown of Glory (cf. 1 Peter 5:4), the Crown of Life (cf. James 1:12), and the Crown of Joy (cf. 

Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19-20).  These crowns are awarded in recognition of the believer’s “good” works 

carried out in partnership with God. 

The word “good” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀγαθὸν (“ah-gah-thon”) which literally 

means, “that which is inherently valuable based upon its superior quality, being a tool or instrument 

used to accomplish something.”  Thus, what is “good” are the righteous works carried out together by 

the Holy Spirit and believer.  They are good based on the quality of their production.  As the believer 

operates spiritually he produces spiritual products under the Spirit’s control.  These “good” works are 

the basis for the believer’s reward. 

The word “bad” is translated from the Koine Greek word φαῦλον (“phau-lon”) which literally means, 

“that which is of low-grade or substandard quality, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something.”  Thus, what is “bad” are the works produced independent of the Spirit by the believer.  

These works are of a lower quality because they fail to meet the righteous standard of God having been 

accomplished by man’s own hand instead of the Holy Spirit’s power. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ will take place in heaven following the rapture (cf. Luke 14:14; 1 Thess. 

4:13-17; Rev. 19:7; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Tim. 4:8; Rev 22:12) but before the Millennial Reign.  The believer’s bad 

works will be removed from the believer while the good works will remain (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11-15).  The 

believer himself is not judged, but his role in producing righteous works is compensated to him by Jesus 

Christ.  Apparently, these rewards will be cast back to the feet of Jesus in recognition that without His 

salvific work on the cross the believer would not have any ability to participate in producing righteous 

deeds (cf. 1 Cor. 6:20; Rev. 4:10). 


