
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit’s Testimony 

In 1 John 5:7-8 the Holy Spirit is identified as one of three witnesses that gives testimony that Jesus is 

the Son of God. 

“For there are three that testify:  the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in 

agreement.” 

The word “testify” is translated from the Koine Greek word μαρτυροῦντες (“mar-tu-roun-tes”) which 

literally means, “performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to give formal 

testimony of what one has witnessed, based on their own initiation.”  The Holy Spirit is identified as One 

of the three that gives formal testimony of Jesus Christ.  The use of the neuter grammatical form on the 

Koine Greek word πνεῦμα (“pneu-ma”) meaning Spirit identifies Him as a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something.  God uses the Holy Spirit, as well as the physical body and spiritual life of Jesus as 

His instruments to give formal testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  This agrees with Jesus’ 

statement to His disciples in John 15:26 where He says,  

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who 

proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,” 

One of the primary testimonies of the Holy Spirit is His testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God in 

the flesh through whom all who believe are saved.  But the Holy Spirit also testifies that those who are 

saved are children of God according to Romans 8:16. 

“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,” 

The word “testifies” is translated from the Koine Greek word συμμαρτυρεῖ (“sum-mar-tu-rei”) which 

literally means, “He really performs the continuous type of action to give formal testimony of what one 

has witnessed together with another.”  The same idea of giving formal testimony is basic to 

συμμαρτυρεῖ, however the addition of giving testimony together with another identifies a partnership in 

the testimony being given.  The testimony of the Holy Spirit testifies together with the human spirit; the 

one He generated in the believer (cf. Titus 3:5) in the moment of the believer’s faith in Christ.  

Understanding the difference between the Holy Spirit Who indwells the believer and the human spirit 

which has been made alive in the believer is critical for the child of God to carry out his spiritual walk. 

As the Holy Spirit gives formal testimony that believers are children of God, He does so together with 

the human spirit that is alive in the believer.  They share the same testimony that those who believe in 

Jesus Christ are children of God (cf. 1 John 5:1). 

The word “children” is translated from the Koine Greek word τέκνα (“tek-na”) which literally means, 

“children from the standpoint of birth or origin, being tools or instruments used to accomplish 

something.”  Thus, those who are “children” of God are His children based on Him being the source of 

their spiritual life.  Both the Holy Spirit and the believer’s human spirit testify to the reality that they 

belong to God as His child and that God’s seed abides in them (cf. 1 John 3:9).  All of this is because the 

Holy Spirit testified to the reality of Christ to the sinner who then believed and was made spiritually alive 

in Christ by the grace of God (cf. John 16:7-14; Eph. 1:13-14; John 3:5-7, 15-16; Titus 3:4-7). 


