
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit’s Sealing Ministry 

In Ephesians 1:13 the apostle Paul identifies that the Holy Spirit has sealed the believer in his position in 

Christ. 

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-having also 

believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,” 

The word “sealed” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐσφραγίσθητε (“es-phra-gis-thae-te”) which 

literally means, “you all really were acted upon in a point in time to be marked with a seal that secures 

the object marked and designates it as authentically coming from its source.”  The seal referred to by 

ἐσφραγίσθητε is one which required wax to be heated up and poured onto the object being sealed.  

Once the wax was poured onto the object a signet ring would be pressed into the wax, making an 

indentation in the wax that carried a symbol identifying the one who had sealed the object.   

The sealing of the object carried out two purposes primarily. The first purpose was to secure the 

contents of the object, such as a letter within an envelope, sealing it inside so that it couldn’t 

accidentally escape.  The second purpose was to authenticate the object that was sealed as having come 

from its sender.  This resulted in the object being identified as belonging to or coming from whoever’s 

symbol was indented into the wax seal.  The seal protected the object because of the character and 

honor of the one who sealed it, to whom it belonged or from whom it was sent. 

According to Ephesians 1:13 the Holy Spirit sealed the believer in Christ after the believer listened and 

believed the message of truth, the gospel of their salvation.  The order is expressed through the 

participles used for “listening” and “having also believed” in their syntactical relationship with the Holy 

Spirit’s action of sealing.  Greek grammar identifies that aorist tense participles (which view an action as 

a point in time) occur prior to the action of the main verb in the statement wherein they are employed.  

The main verb in Ephesians 1:13 is “sealed.”  Since “listening” and “having also believed” are both aorist 

tense participles, the grammar identifies that the believer listened (and responded positively to the 

gospel) and believed (placed his dependency upon the gospel) prior to the sealing of the believer by and 

with the Holy Spirit in Christ. 

The location in which the believer has been secured is Christ.  In the moment of belief the sinner who is 

separated from God because of his debt for sin becomes a saint as God takes him out of condemnation 

for sin and places him into Jesus Christ (cf. Jn. 3:15-16; 2 Cor. 5:17 Eph. 1:3-14, 2:10; Titus 2:14), setting 

him apart for service by cleansing him in the blood of Christ. What secures the believer in Christ is the 

sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby the Holy Spirit marks the believer as belonging to God by 

placing God’s seal upon him, enclosing him in Christ until his redemption is made complete in eternity. 

The believer in Christ belongs to God and is secure in Christ because the Holy Spirit authenticates and 

validates his position in Christ with the seal of God’s character.  Thus, the salvation, security, and 

redemption of man belong to God who desires that none would perish (cf. 2 Pet. 3:9), but has drawn all 

men to Christ by Christ’s death on the cross (cf. Jn. 6:44; 12:32).  As the Holy Spirit seals the believer in 

Christ so does He also take up residence within the believer’s body (cf. Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 

Tim.1:14).  The believer is not to grieve the Holy Spirit who has sealed him for the day of redemption (cf. 

Ephesians 4:30). 


