
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit’s Leading 

Paul identifies that the sons of God are those who are being led by His Spirit in Romans 8:14. 

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 

This verse is often used by many to identify that if you are not being led by the Spirit of God then that 

must mean that you did not truly believe upon Christ or were not truly chosen by God unto salvation.  

However, both false teachings fail to recognize the difference between the believer’s position in Christ 

and his fellowship with the Father (cf. Eph. 1:3-14; Col. 2:6-7; 3:1-5; 1 John 1:5-10).  Rather than defining 

a requirement which must be met for individuals to be sons of God, Paul’s instruction identifies that 

those who are led by the Holy Spirit are those who are sons of God (as opposed to sons of disobedience 

who cannot be led by God’s Spirit until they place their faith in Christ; cf. Eph. 2:1-2; Rom. 8:5-13). 

The word “led” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀγονται (“ah-gon-tai”) which literally means, 

“they really are acted upon in a continuous type of action to be influenced by another in such a way that 

causes one to follow a specific course.”  The Holy Spirit is the one Who influences the believer in such a 

way that causes him to follow a specific course while the believer is filled by the Spirit (cf. Eph. 5:18). 

The course which the Spirit leads the believer to follow is the one that carries out the Father’s will (cf. 

John 16:13).  However, the believer has a choice to follow or not follow.  When the believer is walking 

carnally he is not led by the Holy Spirt but instead is led by his sinful nature (cf. Gal. 5:16-17).  While the 

believer is walking in fellowship with the Father He is under the control of God’s Spirit Who influences 

the believer to follow the Father’s course. 

This influence of the believer is internal and utilizes God’s Word brought back to mind through His recall 

ministry as well as influencing believers through compelling necessities which produce in the believer a 

demand to accomplish something in order to maintain obedience to and fellowship with God.  Jude 

identified such a compelling necessity he had in Jude 1:3. 

“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity 

to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down 

to the saints.” 

The phrase “I felt the necessity” is translated from the Koine Greek words ἀνάγκην ἔσχον (“ah-nan-kaen 

es-chon”) which literally mean, “compelling necessity, based on response, I really performed the action 

in a point in time to possess as my own.”  The idea of a compelling necessity is one of an internal 

pressure placed upon someone to carry out a specific task.  Jude possessed an internal pressure which 

caused him to change the topic he intended to write about.  Furthermore, the feminine gender 

identifies that Jude’s compelling necessity was based on response.  It was a response to the influence of 

the Holy Spirit while Jude was under the Spirit’s control.  Thus, the Holy Spirit influenced Jude in such a 

way that caused Jude to change the topic of his writing to be in accordance with the Father’s plan. 

The Holy Spirit leads the sons of God who are in fellowship with God to accomplish the Father’s will.  He 

does so by teaching and reminding them of the word of God and utilizing compelling necessities to 

direct the believer to change their course of action.  This is another way the Holy Spirit helps the 

believer to carry out the ministry given to him as a part of the body of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-7).   


