
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit’s Conviction Ministry 

Jesus told His disciples that the Holy Spirit would minister to the world in John 16:8 by convicting it in 

three specific areas. 

“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;” 

The word “convict” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐλέγξει (“el-en-xei”) which literally means, 

“He really will perform the action in a point in time in the future to show evidence of one’s 

wrongdoing.”  The Holy Spirit’s universal ministry is to show those individuals in the world evidence that 

proves they are in the wrong.  He will provide this evidence in three different areas:  sin, righteousness, 

and judgment. 

The first area of conviction is concerning sin.  The word “sin” is translated from the Koine Greek word 

ἁμαρτίας (“ha-mar-ti-ahs”) which literally means, “missing of the mark, based on response.”  It identifies 

that an individual failed to meet the standard in the same way that an archer’s arrow fails to hit the 

bullseye for which it was aimed.  The Holy Spirit’s conviction in regards to sin shows the individual 

evidence that he has failed to meet God’s standard.  This is both in the area of individual actions and the 

sinful state of man.  Since all humans are born missing the mark in their nature (ergo, all humans 

possess a sinful nature) they then produce activity and works which also miss the mark of God’s 

standard.  The Holy Spirit convicts the individual of his sin by showing him the evidence that proves he 

misses the mark of God.  He convicts unbelievers of sin because they do not believe in Christ. 

The second area in which the Holy Spirit’s conviction ministry to the world is the area of righteousness.  

The word “righteousness” is translated from the Koine Greek word δικαιοσύνης (“di-kai-o-su-naes”) 

which literally means, “of conformation to the specifications of the blueprints, based on response.”  In 

terms of righteousness, the Holy Spirit provides evidence to the believer of his failure to conform to the 

specifications of God’s design.  When the Holy Spirit convicts the world of righteousness it is not for the 

purpose of showing the sinfulness of the action, but rather it is for the purpose of showing where there 

has been a failure by the believer to conform to God’s specifications in his walk with God.  Jesus helps 

make this clear in verse 10 where He identifies that the Holy Spirit will convict His followers of not 

conforming to God’s standards because Jesus will no longer be on earth as the example of righteousness 

for all believers to follow. 

The third area of the Holy Spirit’s conviction ministry is the area of judgment.  “Judgment” is translated 

from the Koine Greek word κρίσεως (“kri-seh-ohs”) which literally means, “of determination or decision 

made after discerning, distinguishing, and evaluating information, based on response.”   In terms of 

judgment the Holy Spirit provides evidence necessary to be used in judgment of an individual for their 

sins or works. For the believer their works will be evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ based on the 

evidence brought forward by the Holy Spirit.  For the unbeliever their sins will be evaluated and ruled on 

based upon evidence brought forward by the Holy Spirit that proves their guilt.  Jesus identifies that this 

is because Satan, the ruler of this world, has been judged already in verse 11. 

The Holy Spirit’s conviction ministry in the world provides the necessary evidence to prove to the 

unbeliever that he is a sinner, to the believer that he is not conforming to God’s standard, and to God 

for God to use in coming to the final decision regarding the judgment of every man. 


