
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit: The Believer’s Anointing 

In 1 John 2:20, John identifies believers have an anointing that can be perceived through their senses. 

“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.” 

The word “anointing” is translated from the Koine Greek word χρῖσμα (“chris-ma”) which literally 

means, “mark given for the purpose of identifying one’s designation or appointment to service, being a 

tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  The believer’s anointing is the identification he has 

received that marks his appointment to service by God.  Rather than focusing on the area of service to 

which the believer has been appointed by God, χρῖσμα focuses on the mark that has been given to 

identify that the believer has been appointed to a position.  The mark given to the believer is a symbol 

of the power and authority necessary for the believer to carry out their appointment to service.  It also 

demands respect from others based on it having been given to the believer by God.  According to John 

this mark is “from the Holy One.” 

The “Holy One” is a reference to Jesus and is used consistently in Scripture as a title referring to God the 

Son (cf. Prov. 9:10; 30:3; Isaiah 40:3; Hos. 11:9, 12; Hab. 3:3; Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34; John 6:69; 1 Pet. 

1:15; et al.).  Thus, Jesus Christ is the source of the mark which has been given to designate the 

believer’s appointment to service.  In John 14:16-17 Jesus identifies that He will send Church Age 

believers a “Helper” who will abide in them.  That “helper” is the Holy Spirit.  The identification of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit as the anointing of the believer is identified in 1 John 2:27 where the anointing is 

also described as the believer’s teacher of truth. 

“As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone 

to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has 

taught you, you abide in Him.” 

Of note is the reality that the “anointing” (χρῖσμα, see above) abides in the believer and “teaches” the 

believer “all things.”  This is clearly speaking of the Holy Spirit who was sent for this very reason 

according to John 16:13.  Through these harmonies of God’s Word it becomes clear that John is speaking 

of the Holy Spirit as the believer’s anointing in 1 John 2:20.  Thus, the Holy Spirit is the mark which 

designates the believer as having been appointed to service by God.  As a result, the believer’s role in 

the body of Christ is to be respected by fellow believers because God has appointed him to it and placed 

His mark, the Holy Spirit, in the believer in order to identify His designation of the believer to his specific 

area of service. 

Each believer possesses different spiritual gifts packages, different areas of service, and different levels 

of impact in the body of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-6).  But in spite of these differences the Holy Spirit is 

provided to the believer as evidence that he is a member of the body of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:7).  

Believers are able to know that they have the Spirit according to 1 John 2:20 where the word “know” is 

translated from the Koine Greek word οἴδατε (“oi-dah-te”) which literally means, “you all really have 

performed the completed action in the past with results continuing on to perceive a fact in the mind’s 

eyes through the senses.”  The believer is able to recognize the indwelling of the Holy Spirit within him 

as he yields to the Spirit’s control and observes the Holy Spirit working in him and through him while he 

carries out his designated appointment to service by God. 


