
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit:  Able to be Blasphemed 

In Luke 2:10 Jesus identifies blaspheming against the Holy Spirit as an unforgiveable sin. 

“‘And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but he who 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him.’” 

The word “blasphemes” is translated from the Koine Greek word βλασφημήσαντι (“blas-phae-mae-san-

ti”) which literally means, “performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle to speak 

falsehood against someone or something, based on his own initiation.”  The One who is the target of the 

falsehood spoken against in Luke 2:10 is the Holy Spirit.  Luke describes a person as blaspheming the 

Holy Spirit based on his own initiation.  It is the blasphemer’s decision to speak against the Holy Spirit by 

making false claims concerning Him or His ministry.  Furthermore, the one who blasphemes the Holy 

Spirit does so as a matter of principle; the falsehoods he speaks about the Spirit are based off of a 

principle that is operating within him.  That operational principle is the source that motivates his 

statements against the Holy Spirit.   

In each of the gospel accounts of Jesus’ statement (cf. Matt. 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-29) concerning 

blaspheming the Holy Spirit the context is in terms of failing to recognize the Power behind Jesus’ 

miracles (e.g. casting out demons from the demonically possessed).  The work of the Holy Spirit in the 

miracles of Christ testifies to the reality that Jesus is God the Son, the Christ (cf. 1 John 5:7-10). Thus, 

blaspheming the Holy Spirit refers to someone who does not accept the work of the Holy Spirit in 

testifying of Christ.  The unbeliever rejects the Holy Spirit’s testimony of Christ based on the principle 

that he does not see himself as a sinner in need of a Savior who is Jesus Christ (e.g. the scribes and 

Pharisees; cf. Matt. 12:24-25; Mark 3:22; Luke 12:1).  While Jesus was on earth the Holy Spirit’s 

testimony that Christ was the Messiah was predominantly through the miracles accomplished in Jesus.  

But, in John 16:8 Jesus identified the Holy Spirit’s testimony of Christ would come through His convicting 

ministry to the world. 

“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;” 

The word “convict” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐλέγξει (“el-en-xei”) which literally means, 

“He really will perform the action in a point in time in the future to show evidence of one’s 

wrongdoing.”  Thus, when the Holy Spirit would be sent to the world He would have the primary role of 

convicting the world concerning its sin, righteousness, and judgment.  The primary focus of showing the 

world evidence of their sin is explained further by Jesus in verse nine as being “because they do not 

believe in Me.”  Therefore, the Holy Spirit shows evidence to unbelievers of their continued sinfulness as 

a result of failing to believe in Christ as the One who pays for the sins of man entirely. 

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit, then refers to the unbeliever speaking falsehood against the Holy Spirit 

work in testifying of Christ and convicting him of sin.  By rejecting the testimony and conviction of the 

Holy Spirit the unbeliever declares Him to be a liar, blaspheming His character.  The unbeliever’s 

decision to reject the Spirit’s testimony and conviction is unforgiveable because it keeps the unbeliever 

from taking hold of the One through whom God forgives the sins of man. (cf. John 3:18-21).  Believers 

are incapable of blaspheming the Holy Spirit because they have accepted His testimony and conviction 

concerning sin and Christ.   


