
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Falling Away of Believers 

 

In 1 Timothy 4:1 Paul tells Timothy that believers will participate in departing from the faith in the later 

stages of the church age. 

“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to 

doctrines of demons,” 

The words “fall away from” are translated from the Koine Greek word ἀποστήσονταί (“ah-pos-tae-son-

tai”) which literally means, “they really will participate in the action and be affected by the action in a 

point in time in the future to be removed from a position of stability in which one stands.”  The use of 

the middle voice with ἀποστήσονταί identifies that some believers will participate in the action with 

something else in being removal from a position of stability.  That which they are removed from is “the 

faith” and they are removed from the faith by means of their own willful participation to believe 

“deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.”  For this reason believers are to “test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God” (cf. 1 John 4:1) that they not participate in false instruction removing them 

from the instruction revealed by God through the prophets and apostles. 

The phrase “the faith” is translated from the Koine Greek words τῆς πίστεως (“taes pis-teh-ohs”) which 

literally mean, “of the dependency upon something to accomplish something specific on one’s behalf, 

based on response.”  This phrase is used as a technical term to refer to the entire revelation of God in 

His Word upon which believers are to depend for all that pertains to life and godliness.  Paul uses this 

phrase in the same way that Jude uses it in Jude 1:3 where he writes that believers “contend earnestly 

for the faith that was once for all handed down to the saints.” 

“The faith” in both Jude 1:3 and 1 Timothy 4:1 (cf. also Acts 6:7; 13:8; 14:21) is a technical term used to 

refer to the collection of God’s instruction that believers are to depend upon.  Being absolute truth, it 

provides stability for the believer as he stands upon it.  Believers may depart from the stability of the 

faith in order to place themselves stably upon non-truths that are deceptive enticements away from 

God’s revelation.  However, their position of stability upon non-truths produces a lack of mental, 

emotional, and spiritual stability within them.  As the rapture of the church gets closer many in the 

church will participate in the action of departing from the stability of the faith by willingly being 

deceived away from divinely revealed truth.   

The ”falling away from the faith” is often confused as being “the apostasy” referred to in 2 

Thessalonians 2:3.  “The apostasy” of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 is translated from the Koine Greek phrase ἡ 

ἀποστασία (“hae a-pos-ta-si-a”) which refers to a removal of something from a position of stability.  

However, 2 Thessalonians 2:3 is a reference to the removal of the church from their position on the 

earth as identified in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.  In 1 Timothy 4:1 the middle voice is used to identify 

participation in being removed from the faith, but in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 the passive voice of 

ἁρπαγησόμεθα (“har-pa-gae-so-meh-thah”) to identify that believers are “caught up” to meet the Lord 

in the air with no participation of their own.  The lack of participation demands that the rapture is “the 

apostasy” referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 rather than the “falling away from the faith” that will occur 

in the latter portions of the church age.  Departing from truth through believing false teachings is 

optional, however being joined together with the Lord in the air is not. 


