
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations 

The Lord’s half-brother James commands believers to have an attitude of joy during trying 

circumstances in James 1:2-3, 

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your 

faith produces endurance.” 

The word “consider” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἡγήσασθε (“hae-gae-sas-theh”) which 

literally means, “you all are commanded to participate in the action in a point in time to hold an opinion 

that governs your thought process.”  James commands believers to have an opinion about the trials they 

face.  That opinion is to govern the way the believer sees, understands, and navigates the trial he 

encounters.  But, ἡγήσαθε is in the middle voice identifying that believers are to participate with 

another to form their opinion about trials.  The person the believer is to participate with is God the 

Father through the Holy Spirit’s instruction of His Word.  So the believer is to participate with God in 

holding an opinion about trials that governs his thought process when he encounters trials.  That 

opinion is to be one of “joy” according to James. 

The word “joy” is translated from the Koine Greek word χαρὰν (“cha-ran”).  It literally means, “an 

attitude of gladness based on recognizing what has been accomplished or provided by another on one’s 

behalf, based on response.”  Joy is not an emotional response to circumstances, but a mental attitude 

rooted in the recognition that someone has done something beneficial for you.  It is a result of 

appreciating something which has taken place or believing some promise which is certain to come.  As 

such, joy is based on response to what someone else has done on your behalf or provided to you.  The 

believer’s attitude during trials is able to be one of joy because he recognizes what God has provided for 

him during the trial and because he recognizes the result of successfully navigating the trial. 

The word “trials” is translated from the Koine Greek word πειρασμοῖς (“pei-rahs-mois”) which literally 

means, “something which attempts to learn the nature or character of something through evaluation, 

based on initiation.”  Thus, trials are external circumstances, situations, or interactions with other things 

which cause something to be evaluated regarding its nature or character.  According to James in verse 3, 

the trial is not testing the believer but is actually testing what the believer is depending on in his thought 

process.  Notice James writes, “the testing of your faith…”  So the object being evaluated is not the 

believer himself, but the beliefs of the believer.  His beliefs are being evaluated in an attempt to learn 

about the nature (true or false) or character (righteous or unrighteous) of them. 

Both of the words “belief” and “faith” are translated in the New Testament from the same root word in 

Koine Greek.  That word is πίστις (“pis-tis”).  πίστις literally means, “dependency upon something to do 

something specific on one’s behalf, based on response.”  So the beliefs of an individual are the 

dependencies that that individual places on different things to accomplish what he expects them to do 

on his behalf.  Different situations require different things being depended upon in order to accomplish 

different objectives in each situation.  It is those things which the believer depends upon moment by 

moment which is being evaluated by the trials he encounters. 

If the faith of the believer is in truth, then his faith upon truth successfully gets him through the trial.  If 

his faith is in non-truth, a faulty belief, then his faith fails to successfully get him through the trial. 


