
Doctrinal Summary of  
Trials & Tribulations:  Thought Testing 

Thought Testing is encountered when the believer is communicated divine viewpoint through the 

presentation or study of God’s Word and must accept it through faith-transfer into his thought process 

or reject it in favor of human viewpoint.  In Romans 12:2 the believer is commanded to be transformed 

in his thinking through the renovation of his mind by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

The word “renewing” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀνακαινώσει (“ah-nah-kai-noh-sei”) 

which literally means “renewal of something through the taking out of the old and replacing of it with 

something new and superior in quality or characteristic, based on response.”  The object being 

renovated is the believer’s mind, referring to his active thought process.  Thus, the command given to 

the believer is to have his thought process renovated, by removing the lesser quality thought process of 

human viewpoint from him and replacing it with the higher quality thought process of divine viewpoint. 

Divine viewpoint is a higher level and quality of thinking than human viewpoint.  It is the perspective of 

God concerning all things and as such is greater than man’s perspective (cf. Is. 55:8; 1 Cor. 1:25).  The 

world system functions based on satanic thought as interpreted by human viewpoint through man’s 

flesh.  Thus, while the individual functions carnally during his time on earth, his thought process is 

educated from the world system in which he operates resulting in a faulty perspective. 

The point of contact during Thought Testing is at the intersection of the divine viewpoint being taught 

and the believer’s human viewpoint.  When God’s Word is accurately communicated the believer must 

accept God’s thought process as his own in order to be renewed in his mind.  If the believer disagrees 

with the perspective of God, then he encounters pressure to reject his own thought process in exchange 

for God’s.  When God’s Word conflicts with man’s viewpoint man must remember that his perspective is 

finite and unrighteous in nature.  Thus, the believer is able to endure Thought Testing by recognizing 

and depending upon the omniscience and righteousness of God.  If the believer accepts God’s 

perspective as his own then he transfers God’s divine viewpoint into his own thought process by faith, 

allowing the renovation of his mind to take place.  This is called “faith-transfer.” It is the decision to 

accept and depend upon divine viewpoint as the proper material for one’s thought and beliefs.   

God commands believers to stop being molded in their thinking to the thought process of the age in 

which they live.  Instead, believers are to be transformed by the renovation of human viewpoint from 

their thought process, replacing it with divine viewpoint through faith-transfer.   

To accomplish the renovation process God has provided the believer with an array of assets.  The first is 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (cf. John 16:13; 1 Cor. 3:16).  The second is a human spirit generated at 

the moment of faith in Christ (cf. John 3:6; Rom. 8:16; 1 John 3:9;).  The third is the completed revelation 

of God’s Word (cf. 1 Cor. 2:16; 13:9-10;).  The fourth are evangelists and pastor-teachers whose role is to 

communicate the Word of God through systematic teaching (cf. Isaiah 28:10-13; Eph. 4:11-13).  As the 

pastor-teacher communicates God’s Word, the Holy Spirit teaches it to the believer who is functioning 

spiritually rather than carnally. This process is led by the Holy Spirit who accomplishes the renovation 

process utilizing the Word of God (cf. John 14:26; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 John 2:27). 


