
Doctrinal Summary of  
Trials & Tribulations:  The Work of Endurance 

In James 1:4 James identifies that endurance during trials produces a completed work in the believer. 

“And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

The word “endurance” is translated from the Koine Greek word ὑπομονὴ (“hoo-po-mo-nae”) which 

literally means, “ability to abide underneath the pressure of something, based on response.”  The ability 

to abide underneath the pressure of something is based on response to what the individual depends 

upon to support the pressure of the trial.  As the believer depends upon the right information, 

specifically absolute truth from God’s Word, he endures the trial without buckling under its pressure.   

This endurance is the necessary component to produce experiential sanctification in the believer.   

The word “result” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἔργον (“ehr-gon”) which literally means, 

“product produced through one’s own energy or work, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish 

something.”  It identifies something which has been produced by the work of someone or some object.  

In this specific passage the object which supplies the work is endurance.  Thus, endurance produces a 

product as a result of it providing the believer the ability to endure under the pressure of the trial.  This 

product is a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, specifically the development of 

experiential sanctification and spiritual maturity in the believer.  It is described by James as being 

“perfect.” 

The word “perfect” is translated from the Koine Greek word τέλειον (“teh-lei-on”) which literally means, 

“completely developed, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  It is an adjective 

and so it describes the product produced by endurance as being completely finished in its development.   

A completely developed work is produced by endurance when the believer abides under the pressure of 

the trial.  He does this by depending upon the proper information supplied to him by the Holy Spirit’s 

instruction of God’s Word.  When the believer depends upon God’s Word instead of his own desires, 

perspective, or understanding a completely developed product is produced by endurance.  If the 

believer does not abide under the pressure of the trial then the potentially produced product is not 

completely developed, being abandoned.  The purpose of the believer abiding under the pressure of the 

trial is so that he might be perfect and complete.  This is a reference to experiential sanctification and is 

the result of endurance’s work. 

The words “you may be” are translated from the Koine Greek word ἦτε (“ae-teh”) which literally means, 

“you all might perform the continuous type of action to exist in the state of being.”  The subjunctive 

mood is used to identify the possibility of the believer being “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  

Whether that possibility becomes a reality or not is based upon whether the believer abides under the 

pressure of the trial by faith in God and His Word.  If the believer depends upon God’s instruction he will 

be able to endure the pressure of the trial.  That endurance will produce a product within the believer, 

resulting in the development of integrity and spiritual maturity.  When faced with trials the believer has 

the potential to be made completely developed and entirely whole.  But the reality of that occurring is 

dependent upon the believer allowing endurance to produce its work in him during the trial.  Without 

depending upon the right information to navigate the trial the believer is not able to endure and will not 

develop experiential spiritual maturity. 


