
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Temptation Testing 

Temptation Testing is identified in James 1:14-15 as one of the various trials encountered in this fallen 

world by the believer. 

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished it brings forth death” 

The word “tempted” is translated from the Koine Greek word πειράζεται (“pei-radz-eh-tai”) which 

literally means, “really being acted upon in a continuous type of action to be evaluated in order to learn 

the nature or character of something.”  Temptation testing is encountered when the sin nature of the 

believer brings to his attention something which appeals to the lust pattern of his flesh.   

The word “lust” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐπιθυμίας (“ehp-i-thoo-mi-ahs”) which literally 

means, “desire to consume something for oneself, based on response.”  It identifies a personal desire 

for something which the individual wants to enjoy by consuming it through personal experience.  Every 

individual, believers included, possesses a sinful nature which has a dominant pattern of lust in one of 

three categories:   ego, sensuality, or materialism (cf. 1 John 2:15-17).  One of these categories of lust is 

more predominantly desired by the individual than the other two.  This is his “own lust” and it acts as 

the point of contact between the believer and the object which appeals to his lust pattern. 

The words “carried away” are translated from the Koine Greek word  (“ex-el-ko-meh-nos”) 

which literally means, “dragged out by force to a specific location.”  The believer is dragged out by force 

to look at the object which appeals to his desire.  Consequently, the believer is forced to make a choice 

regarding the value of the object he has been forced to look at.  Because the object appeals to his desire 

for contentment and satisfaction, the object’s potential to satisfy him becomes the source of pressure 

for the believer during temptation testing.  The more the believer focuses on the object, the more he 

will see its potential value for satisfaction. 

The word “enticed” ” is translated from the Koine Greek word  (“de-le-ahdz-ah-meh-

nos”) which literally means, “acted upon to be enticed by bait.”  The object which appeals to his lust is 

used as bait in order to entice him to depend upon it for contentment and satisfaction. 

The pressure experienced by the believer is able to be managed by identifying the source of object to 

which he has been enticed.  Only that which comes from God provides inherent value for contentment 

and satisfaction according to James in James 1: 17, 

“Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” 

The pressure upon the believer coming from the object which appeals to his desire is relieved when the 

believer sees the object for what it really is:  inherently worthless since it does not come from God.  

Thus, temptation testing is endured by recognizing the inherent worthlessness of the object appealing 

to the believer.  This occurs when the believer makes the choice to depend upon God’s instruction 

concerning that which is inherently valuable rather than the suggestions of his sin nature’s area of lust 

for his contentment and satisfaction. 


