
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Reward for Perseverance 

In James 1:12, James identifies that there is a reward that awaits those believers who abide during the 

pressure of trials. 

“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown 

of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 

The word “blessed” is translated from the Koine Greek word μακάριος (“mah-kar-i-os”) which literally 

means, “inner happiness of the soul as a result of recognition and acceptance of benefit being derived 

apart from and outside of one’s own experience or circumstances, based on initiation.”  The soul’s 

ability to possess inner happiness (or “joy”) outside of one’s personal circumstances is based on 

initiation.  It is the result of a choice to not let one’s basis for happiness be the pleasure or displeasure of 

one’s circumstances.  Inner happiness is possessed by the soul when the individual chooses to recognize 

the benefit or position that is his regardless of his experiences or circumstances.  The believer can have 

inner happiness in spite of the suffering and pressure of the trial he has encountered (cf. James 1:2-4). 

The word “perseveres” is translated from the Koine Greek word ὑπομένει (“hoo-po-meh-noi”) which 

literally means, “he really performs the continuous type of action to abide under the pressure of 

something.”  The trial that the believer has encountered applies pressure to his belief system.  But the 

believer can possess inner happiness in his soul if he chooses to trust God and His Word through the 

pressure of the trial.  As the believer abides in fellowship with God while abiding under the pressure of 

the trial he is able to righteously pass its test of his belief system.  Once successfully through the trial, 

the believer experiences inner happiness in his soul as a result of recognizing the benefit he received by 

trusting God and His Word through the trial.  Furthermore, there is an eternal reward that awaits him 

which James identifies as the “crown of life.” 

The word “crown” is translated from the Koine Greek word  (“stef-ah-non”) refers to a wreath 

designed to be worn upon the head as an award or honor.  The  (“stef-ah-nos”) crown was 

given to the victor of Greek games.  There are four distinct  crowns clearly identified in 

Scripture (2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Peter 5:4; James 1:12 and Rev. 2:10).  The “Crown of Life” is awarded to those 

believers who rest in faith upon God’s Word and the Holy Spirit’s leadership during trials.  Each trial 

through which the believer perseveres successfully will add to the Crown of Life reward that awaits him 

in eternity.  However, it requires the believer to be approved as a result of testing. 

The word “approved” is translated from the Koine Greek word δόκιμος (“do-ki-mos”) which literally 

means, “verified as genuine in character or nature as a result of passing an evaluation, based on 

initiation.”  When the believer perseveres through the trial by depending upon God’s leading and 

instruction, his character is verified as genuine based on the belief system he possesses.  As the believer 

depends upon God’s instruction, God’s character is developed in the believer.  Thus, the believer is 

spiritually matured.  It is the proving of the believer’s belief system (“faith”; cf. James 1:3) through trials 

that provides opportunity for spiritual growth and maturation in the believer.  Spiritual growth is only 

the result when the believer depends upon God’s instruction to successfully navigate the trial, rather 

than Satan & Company’s propaganda.  The immediate result of perseverance:  inner happiness.  The 

eternal result:  The Crown of Life. 


