
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Prosperity Testing 

Prosperity Testing is encountered when the believer enters into personal prosperity and must maintain 

a grace orientation in his mental attitude.  Understanding Prosperity Testing requires that the believer 

must understand the ideas of personal prosperity and grace orientation.  Personal prosperity refers to 

the believer’s possession of an abundance of resources.  Those resources can be physical, intellectual, or 

relational. 

A grace orientated mentality recognizes that who the believer is and what the believer has is based 

upon God’s grace provision supplied to him in support the believer’s role of service to God (cf. Rom. 

12:3; 1 Cor. 7:17; 2 Cor. 10:13).   This includes the physical, intellectual, and relational needs of the 

believer.  As the believer recognizes this it produces humility and self-control, motivating the believer to 

rely on God’s provision as he gratefully serves God. 

One of the greatest examples of Prosperity Testing can be found in the one of the greatest Kings of 

Israel, King David.  In 2 Samuel 5, David is made King over Israel following the death of King Saul and a 

civil war between Israel and Judah.  Over the course of the next handful of chapters King David’s 

victories over Israel’s enemies are chronicled (cf. 2 Sam. 5:25, 8:1, 10:19).  During this first portion of his 

rule as King over Israel David was attentive to God’s leadership and provision for him and Israel (cf. 2 

Sam. 5:18-19; 7:18-29; 10:12).  But after God’s successes through King David’s and Israel’s obedience, 

David’s attention upon God lulled and he began to become involved in moral failure and loss of his grace 

orientated mentality.  This resulted in adultery (cf. 2 Sam. 11:1-4), murder (cf. 2 Sam. 11:14-15), and 

tolerance of injustice (cf. 2 Sam. 13:6-18; 13:28-31) in King David’s thought process.  King David’s lack of 

grace orientation caused a loss of divine thought in him ultimately to the point that he fled the capital of 

Israel in fear of his life (cf. 2 Sam. 15:13-16).  It was God’s grace that had put on the throne as king over 

Israel, yet because he failed to maintain his grace orientation he ran for fear. 

The point of contact during Prosperity Testing is at the intersection of the believer’s orientation to God’s 

grace and the prosperity of resources he has at his disposal.  When the believer recognizes that all that 

he is and all that he has comes from God he is able to maintain a proper focus on how to utilize the 

resources he has.  When the believer begins to focus on the prosperity of his resources, rather than the 

source of those resources (God’s grace provision), then the believer loses sight of the purpose of the 

resources he has and begins to rely on himself and his resources instead of God and His grace. 

The ability of the believer to endure Prosperity Testing is based upon the believer maintaining a 

steadfast focus upon God as the source of all that he is and has.  As the believer maintains a grace 

oriented focus regarding the resources at his disposal he operates in humility, gratitude, and in 

conformity to the standard and purpose of God for his life.  He will view his resources as tools used to 

accomplish his role of service to God, rather than as freedom to do whatever he pleases. 

When the believer fails Prosperity Testing he begins a downward trend in his spiritual life, resulting in a 

loss of divine viewpoint and diminishing resources due to misuse of what God has provided him.  As a 

disobedient son he will be disciplined by God in an attempt to bring him back to a grace oriented 

mindset.  The believer who fails Prosperity Testing needs to repent from and confess his arrogance.  

When he does so God will forgive him and cleanse him from all unrighteousness (cf. 1 John 1:9). 


