
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  People Testing 

People Testing is encountered when another individual’s volition is utilized improperly toward the 

believer.  The greatest example of People Testing is found in the life of Joseph (excluding Jesus Who 

endured the greatest of all People Testing and passed each test with overwhelming victory).  In Genesis 

chapters 37-41 Joseph suffers a series of improprieties perpetrated upon him by his family, the 

Midianites, his master’s wife, and the Pharaoh’s own cupbearer. 

In spite of Joseph doing nothing wrong toward his brothers (in reality, not their perception), they 

determined they would wrong Joseph by killing him (cf. Gen. 37:18-20).  In spite of having done nothing 

wrong to the Midianites, to whom Joseph did not belong, he was sold to become a slave in Potiphar’s 

house in Egypt (cf. Gen. 37:36).  Having done nothing wrong to Potiphar Joseph was wrongly thrown into 

prison for accusations of sexual misconduct with Potiphar’s wife (again, to whom Joseph had done 

nothing wrong) (cf. Gen. 39:11-19).  Even in prison, having done nothing wrong toward Pharaoh’s chief 

cupbearer, Joseph was wrongly forgotten for years instead of being remembered before Pharaoh.  

Joseph was improperly treated by a number of individuals through no fault of his own.  They purely used 

their volition improperly toward him maliciously and nefariously intending to do him harm.  Yet he made 

no attempt to respond with evil against the evil perpetrated against him. 

During People Testing the point of contact between the test and the believer is at the intersection of the 

believer’s perception of justice and the improper action of another person.  The pressure applied to the 

believer, and under which he must endure, is in his orientation toward handling injustice.  As the 

believer recognizes that he has done nothing to deserve the mistreatment of the person acting 

improperly toward him he is faced with pressure regarding his response. 

The ability of the believer to endure under the pressure of People Testing is found in his ability to rest in 

faith upon the justice of God’s righteousness and the personal mercy which he himself has been shown 

by God in Christ.  The response of the flesh is reactionary and spiteful, demanding personal justice for 

having been wronged.  But the response of the spirit under control of God’s Spirit is relaxed and 

forgiving, being founded in an attitude of grace toward the offending person.  That attitude takes 

responsibility for the relationship between the believer and his offender, resulting in forgiveness 

according to Ephesians 4:32, 

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ has also forgiven 

you.” 

The beginning of Ephesians 4:32 is more literally translated, “become gracious with a view toward one 

another.”  It then describes the process as having a properly programmed set of emotions (“tender-

hearted) toward the other coupled with forgiveness of the other.  The forgiveness is predicated and 

founded upon the reality that God has forgiven the believer, not on whether the offending party 

deserves forgiveness.  This process is able to be accomplished under the pressure of the test while the 

believer relaxes, being mentally dependent upon the reality that God is the one who recompenses man 

according to his deeds (cf. Psalm 62:12).  Since the anger of man cannot achieve the righteousness of 

God, the believer must depend on God to work the wrong into good as promised in Romans 8:28 and 

evidenced in each of Joseph’s scenarios in Genesis 37-41. 


