
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Mechanics for Endurance 

In James 1:3 James identifies that the testing of the believer’s faith produces endurance in the believer. 

“knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” 

The word “knowing” is translated from the Koine Greek word γινώσκοντες (“gi-noh-skon-tes”) which 

literally means, “performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to experientially 

understand academic fact, based on one’s own initiation.”  It describes the believer as having learned an 

academic fact which he then developed comprehensive understanding of by depending upon it in his 

experience.  As the believer encounters trials he is to trust (depend on) James’ teaching that the testing 

of the believer’s faith will produce endurance.  If he does, the believer will gain an experiential 

understanding of the reality that James is teaching.  Since this understanding is based on initiation, the 

believer must initiate his dependency upon James’ instruction by his free will. 

The word “testing” is translated from the Koine Greek word δοκίμιον (“do-ki-mi-on”) which literally 

means, “proven genuineness as a result of testing or evaluation, being a tool or instrument used to 

accomplish something.”  It identifies that believer’s faith was proven to be genuine as a result of having 

gone through the evaluation encountered in the trial.  What the believer chooses to depend upon in 

order to navigate the trial he encounters will either be proven to be genuine in its ability to get him 

through the trial or found to be wanting.  If the object the believer trusts does not get him through the 

pressure of the trial then it is found not to be genuine.  It is only faith (dependency) upon the instruction 

of God’s Word (absolute truth) which is proven to be genuine in its ability to get the believer through 

the trial.  Hence, the proven genuineness of the believer’s faith becomes a tool by which endurance is 

produced. 

The word “endurance” is translated from the Koine Greek word ὑπομονὴ (“hoo-po-mo-nae”) which 

literally means, “ability to abide underneath the pressure of something, based on response.”  Faith in 

the right object (the Word of God) during the trial is the only thing which is able to provide the believer 

with the necessary work to abide underneath the pressure of the trial without buckling.  It is not the 

believer’s will power, self-discipline, or determination that gets them through the trial successfully-it is 

reliance upon the absolute truth of the Word of God.  As the believer depends upon instruction he has 

learned from the Word of God for the specific trial he is in, it works the ability to abide under the 

pressure of the trial without buckling from inside of him to the outside.  This ability is based on response 

to the proper object (instruction from God’s Word) depended upon by the believer for the trial. 

If the believer depends upon instruction from God’s Word to do the work to successfully get him out of 

the trial, then his belief (dependency) is proven genuine as a result of the testing.  He will then be able 

to endure under the weight of the trial until the way of escape is identified and trusted to be the way 

out of the trial he encountered. 

Without an understanding of the instruction of God for the various types of trials the believer lacks the 

necessary academic information to depend upon for the trial he faces and he will not be victorious over 

the trial.  Likewise, if the believer knows the instruction of God’s Word for the trial he faces but does not 

choose to trust it he will not be victorious over the trial and his faith will be proven not to be genuine, 

having not been in the absolute truth of God’s Word. 


