
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Integrity Testing 

Integrity Testing is encountered when the believer is faced with a decision that requires moral sacrifice 

in order to attain personal achievement, success, or a favorable opinion from others.  Moral sacrifice 

refers to the believer choosing to reject biblical morality in exchange for receiving something else.   

One of the best examples of Integrity Testing is found in the early stage of the church age.  During the 

early growth of the body of Christ believers saw the needs of fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and 

took action to make sure that those needs were taken care of (cf. Acts 5:1-11).  This occurred to such a 

degree that believers were selling property and houses in order to give the proceeds to be used for their 

needful brothers and sisters in Christ (cf. Acts 4:34-37).   

A couple named Ananias and Sapphira decided to sell a piece of their own property in order to 

contribute to the needs of their brothers and sisters in Christ.  However, unlike the joyful giving of those 

around them, Ananias and Sapphira lied about their generosity.  Having sold a piece of their property 

they brought only a portion of the proceeds from the sale to the apostles for distribution (cf. Acts 5:1-2).  

This would not have been a problem except that they purposely misrepresented the sale price of the 

property in order to keep back a portion for themselves.   They wanted the recognition, but at the 

expense of their integrity and the fellowship of the body of Christ.  Their lie was a moral failure.  It 

threatened the fellowship of the body of Christ and thus, God dealt with them swiftly by removing them 

from service to Him on the earth (cf. 1 John 5:16; Num. 15:30). 

In His Word, God instructs the believer regarding what is righteous and inherently valuable (good).  As a 

result, the faithful believer adopts by faith God’s standards of right and wrong as his own personal 

standards of morality.  The development of God’s thought process regarding morality (and all things) 

affects the character of the believer (cf. Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:17-24), developing integrity within his soul.  

The point of contact during Integrity Testing is at the intersection of man’s desire for personal gain and 

God’s standards of morality.  If the believer values personal gain more than God’s standards of morality 

then he will compromise his integrity in exchange for whatever personal gain he has the opportunity to 

take for himself.  If the believer values God’s standards of morality more than the personal gain offered 

to him, then he will reject the personal gain available for the taking and continue to abide under God’s 

standards, being content with God’s grace provision. 

The pressure applied to the believer, and under which he must endure when he encounters Integrity 

Testing, is in the area of trusting what God has provided for him rather than what he can take for 

himself.  When the believer takes his eyes off of God’s grace provision he begins to entertain the 

personal gain offered to him in the specific circumstance he faces.  This produces a lack of contentment 

in the believer who overly emphasizes what he may receive, deprioritizing the righteous standards of 

God and His grace provision for the believer.  Maintaining a grace oriented mentality regarding his 

circumstances, status, and possessions allows the believer to reject what personal gain he can take for 

himself.   Although the believer may fail Integrity Testing, he remains holy and blameless before God 

because of Christ’s payment on his behalf (cf. Eph. 1:3-4; Col. 1:21-22; 1 John 2:1-2).  The believer has, 

however, lost fellowship with God due to the sin in his life and needs to confess his sin in order to be 

restored to fellowship with God (cf. 1 John 1:5-10). 


