
Doctrinal Summary of 
Trials & Tribulations:  Grace Provision for Endurance 

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 the Apostle Paul instructs the Corinthian believers on God’s grace provision for 

bearing the pressure of trials. 

“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow 

you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape 

also, so that you will be able to endure it.” 

The word “temptation” is translated from the Koine Greek word πειρασμὸς (“pei-ras-mos”) which 

literally means, “something which attempts to learn the nature or character of something through 

evaluation, based on initiation.”  Thus, trials are external circumstances, situations, or interactions with 

other things which cause something to be evaluated regarding its nature or character.  It is the belief 

system of the believer which encounters testing during their life (cf. James 1:2ff). 

The word “overtaken” is translated from the Koine Greek word εἰληθεν (“ei-lae-then”) which literally 

means “it really has performed the completed action in the past with results that continue on to take 

hold of something.”  The test is identified as having reached out and taken hold of the believer so that 

the believer remains in its possession.  The only way out of the test is to pass it by trusting the proper 

information or to fail it by trusting faulty information.  The length of time during which the believer is 

held in the possession of the test is dependent upon how long it takes for him to orient his mind to the 

information necessary to pass or fail the test.  Regardless of the type of test encountered by the 

believer, all of which are “common to man,” God is faithful. 

The word “faithful” is translated from the Koine Greek word πιστὸς (“pis-tos”) which literally means, 

“possessing the quality of being able to be depended upon to accomplish something specific, based on 

initiation.”  God’s ability to be depended upon during testing and beyond is based on His character.  It is 

the believer’s dependence upon God, in fellowship with Him (cf. 1 John 1:5-10), that allows the believer 

to participate in using God’s inherent power to successfully (that is, righteously) endure the test. 

The phrase “what you are able” is translated from the Koine Greek word δύνασθε (“du-nas-theh”) which 

literally means, “you all really participate in being acted upon in a continuous type of action to possess 

natural inherent power.”  It is while the believer is operating spiritually, rather than carnally, in 

fellowship with God that is able to allow God’s Holy Spirit to use the omnipotence of God to provide 

what is necessary in order for the believer to successfully endure the testing he has encountered.  Apart 

from spiritual operation while having fellowship with God the believer does not participate in having the 

natural inherent power necessary to endure the test in which he is held.  He must depend upon God, 

not self, to provide the necessary power for him and in him to endure.   

Furthermore, for each specific test the believer encounters God has built the way of escape necessary to 

allow the believer to endure.  The phrase “provides” is translated from the Koine Greek word ποιήσει 

(“poi-ae-sei”) which literally means, “He really performs the action in a point in time in the future to 

accomplish the production of something.”  God makes “the way of escape” for each and every test that 

the believer faces.  The believer’s ability to successfully endure the test is based upon his fellowship with 

God and dependence upon God’s grace provision in order to bear up under the pressure of the test.  If 

the believer attempts to rely on himself to get through the test he will fail every time. 


