
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Holy Spirit’s Intercessory Ministry 

 

In Romans 8:26 Paul informs the believers in Rome that the Holy Spirit intercedes on behalf of the 

believer. 

“In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but 

the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” 

The word “intercedes” is translated from the Koine Greek word ὑπερεντυγχάνει (“hoo-pen-tunch-a-nei”) 

which literally means, “He really performs the continuous type of action to make an earnest request 

directly to another on someone else’s behalf.”  As our intercessor, the Holy Spirit makes a request 

directly to the Father on our behalf.  This is one of the ministries carried out by the Holy Spirit for the 

believer as a part of His work as the believer’s helper (cf. John 14:16).  The Holy Spirit intercedes to God 

on the believer’s behalf because the believer does not know the manner by which he is to pray. 

The word “pray” is translated from the Koine Greek word προσευξώμεθα (“pros-eux-oh-me-thah”) 

which literally means, “we might really participate in the action and be affected by the action in a point 

in time to ask for what we desire.”  This type of prayer is one in which God is not obligated to give to the 

believer what he is asking for (unlike “wisdom” in James 1:5).  As the believer prays in this manner he 

merely asks for something he wants and not something to which God has entitled him.  The Holy Spirit 

intercedes to the Father on behalf of the believer who does not know that for which he needs to pray. 

The phrase “as we should” is translated from the Koine Greek words καθό δεῖ (“ka-tho dei”) which 

literally mean, “according to the degree which it really performs the continuous type of action to be 

necessary.”  When the believer does not know what is necessary to be asked for in prayer the Holy Spirit 

provides help by interceding on behalf of the believer.  A believer who is ignorant of how to pray learns 

how to do so through study of God’s Word as he is taught by the Spirit.  But often times the believer 

does not know what to pray for even if he has learned how to pray.  This is because believers have not 

yet perceived what it really is that needs to be asked for from the Father. 

The phrase “we do not know” is translated from the Koine Greek words οὐκ οἴδαμεν (“ouk oi-da-men” 

which literally mean, “we really do not perform the completed action in the past with results continuing 

on to perceive a fact in the mind’s eye through the senses.”  Believers have not perceived the manner by 

which they are obligated to pray; that is, in accordance with God’s norms and standards.  As the believer 

spends time under the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit (cf. Eph. 5:18) he learns the norms and standards 

by which he is to let his requests be made known to God (cf. Phil. 4:6).  Until then the Holy Spirit helps 

the believer in their weakness (spec. “lack of strength” as a result of not understanding the proper 

norms and standards of praying). 

The word “helps” is translated from the Koine Greek word συναντιλαμβάνεται (“sun-an-ti-lam-ban-eh-

tai”) which literally means, “He really participates in being acted upon in a continuous type of action to 

work together to aid another while acting as a representative with him.”  Thus, the Holy Spirit 

participates in the believer’s praying in order that He can properly carry out the believer’s request to 

God on behalf of the believer because of the believer’s failure to understand what he needs to pray for.  

In doing so, the Holy Spirit intercedes for the believer while working with the believer in his praying to 

represent the proper request before the Father. 


