
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Bible:  The Pentateuch 

The first five books of the Old Testament are known as “The Pentateuch.”  The term “Pentateuch” is a 

Greek word meaning “five scrolls.”  Yet, in spite of its Greek naming, the first five books of the Old 

Testament were originally written in Biblical Hebrew.  Moses is the human writer used by the Spirit of 

God to record and reveal God’s Word to man (cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21).   

Each of the five books has their own stories and purpose, yet they all work together to tell the story of 

the beginning of the universe, its decay and God’s re-making of it, His creation of man, and His promise 

of a Messiah who would come through Abram and His chosen people Israel.  The Pentateuch records 

God’s interaction with fallen man and the first portion of His plan for redeeming man back to Him. 

Genesis has within it 50 chapters of God’s early interaction with His human creation.  Within it God 

records the creation of the universe, its destruction, and His re-making of it in order to establish a 

habitable place for humankind.  The creation of man and the fall of man are chronicled in the early 

chapters of Genesis, including the curse which resulted from sin. God records His destruction of the 

offspring of the Nephilim through the flood, the saving Noah and his family, and His selection of Abram 

as one through whom He would bring a Savior for the world.  The remainder of Genesis tells the story of 

Abraham’s seed, ending with the last days of Jacob. 

Exodus is broken into 40 chapters all which tell the story of God saving His people, Israel, from bondage 

to the Egyptians and His leading of them to the Promised Land.  Within its chapters Moses records the 

first Passover when God struck down the firstborn of the Egyptians as He delivered His people from 

slavery in Egypt.  Also recorded is the constant push and pull relationship between Israel to Moses and 

Moses to God.  In Exodus 19 to 35 God gives Moses His Law and it is relayed to Israel.  The book closes 

out with the construction of the tabernacle and priestly worship in it. 

Leviticus is a 27 chapter book of the Pentateuch.  It records the various regulations about sacrifices and 

offerings God instructed Israel to carry out.  As is most of the book’s content and purpose, the 

regulations concerning the priesthood and tabernacle worship, regulations about human life, and the 

great day of atonement, as well as being holy before God in living righteously by faith are all a part of 

this book.  It closes with the institution of festivals, feasts, and regulations surrounding the historical 

reminders of God’s faithfulness and promise to Israel. 

Numbers uses 36 chapters to tell the story of how Israel was to be organized as a nation.  God also gives 

detailed instruction on the memorial Passover ceremony, record of Israel’s wanderings in the desert as a 

result of failing to take the Promised Land, and God’s judgments for Israel’s faithlessness time and again. 

Lastly, Deuteronomy’s 34 chapters are used to record the transition of Israel from Moses’ leadership to 

Joshua’s leadership.  God instructs Moses to write a review of what Israel had done, what God had been 

faithful to do, of the instructions in the Law, and the promise given for Israel’s future.  The book closes 

with the last days of Moses. 

Each of these books records the history of what God has done.  They are historical markers of His 

instruction and faithfulness.  Those who read their pages understand the need to walk right before God, 

the provision of God to do so, and the need to master the sin nature in order to serve Him faithfully. 


