
The Bible: 
The Gospels 

 

The first four books of the New Testament are called “The Gospels.”  Their name is largely due to the 

message they present of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection.  The word “gospel” comes from the 

Koine Greek word εὐαγγελιον (“yoo-an-geh-li-on”) which literally means, “good news of victory over 

something.”   The gospels tell the good news of Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death, telling the 

stories about what Christ did during His life on earth.  There are four of them, because each gospel book 

tells that story from a specific perspective or view of Jesus.  Because of this some of the gospel books 

don’t contain the same historical account of Jesus’ actions as the others.  This is because of the 

perspective or view of Jesus that each gospel is showing. 

Ezekiel 1:1-14 and Revelation 4:6-9 both reveal complete descriptions of God the Son (Jesus) which 

describe Him as having the face of a lion, the face of an ox, the face of a man, and the face of an eagle.  

Each of these symbolically represents an aspect of who God the Son is.  Each gospel records the actions 

of Jesus from one of these four faces. 

The first gospel book is Matthew.  The purpose of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ life is to portray Jesus as 

the lion referred to by Ezekiel and John in Revelation.  This first view of Jesus as a lion is symbolic of Him 

being the King of Kings.  So Matthew is presenting Jesus as being the King that He is.  The Gospel of 

Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus’ family through Joseph.  Joseph’s line held legal rights to the 

throne of Israel.  So through Joseph as His step-father Jesus had a legal right to the throne of Israel.  The 

throne God promised would be His forever.  All of the miracles and healings, interactions with man and 

demons, and record of Jesus’ death on the cross in Matthew show Him from the perspective of a king. 

The second gospel book is Mark.  Mark’s purpose is to portray Jesus as the ox mentioned in Ezekiel and 

Revelation.  An ox was a beast of burden and service.  It was used to carry out the work of the field.  

Symbolically it represents Jesus as the servant of man.  So Mark’s account of Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection shows how He came not to be served, but to serve man.  Jesus served man’s ultimate need 

by laying down His own life in order to carry out the payment for man’s sins.  Everything that is recorded 

in Mark is designed by God to show how Jesus, the King of Kings, was also the servant of man. 

Luke is the third gospel book.  Through Luke’s writing God portrays Jesus as the man that He was during 

His first advent.  This is the third face mentioned in Ezekiel and Revelation-the face of the man.  Jesus 

needed to be fully man in order to pay the penalty for man’s sins.  So as Luke painstakingly records 

much of the life of Jesus he does so emphasizing the humanity of Jesus.  Notably, Luke records Jesus’ 

lineage through Mary’s line all the way to Adam, the first man. 

The final group of the gospel books is John.  John portrays Jesus as the eagle from the Ezekiel and 

Revelation passages.  The eagle is symbolic of deity-Jesus being God.  So John’s account has no 

genealogy, for God has no father or mother from whom He was born-He is eternal.  This is identified in 

the early portion of John where Jesus is described as having been with God the Father and the Holy 

Spirit prior to His human life. 

With each gospel book, we see different view of who Jesus is.  Each view important, but without all of 

the views we lack a true understanding of who Jesus Christ really is-The King who served man as a man 

in spite of being God. 


