
The Bible: 
The Believer’s Curriculum for Experiential Sanctification 

In John 17:17 Jesus identifies God’s word as the curriculum for the believer’s experiential sanctification. 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” 

The word “sanctify” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἁγίασον (“ha-gi-ah-son”) which literally 

means, “You are commanded to perform the action in a point in time to set something apart for service 

by dedication through cleansing.”  In Jesus’ prayer He commands God to set apart His disciples and all 

who will believe in Him (cf. John 17:20) for service to God by means of truth.  His prayer is that believers 

would be set apart for service to God having been dedicated as His servants through cleansing.  Since 

Jesus’ prayer request is for all those who have already believed, and since He identifies the means by 

which they are to be sanctified (by truth), this sanctification is speaking to the transformation process of 

the believer’s carnal mindset to a new spiritual mindset.  Jesus is asking that God grow believers 

spiritually by cleansing them with truth. 

The phrase “in the truth” is translated from the Koine Greek phrase ἀληθεία (“ah-lae-thei-ah”) which 

literally means, “in the sphere of that which corresponds to reality, based on response.”  Truth is 

defined by what is real or actual.  Thus, truth is in response to what is, rather than vice versa.  In order to 

understand what truth is, an individual must accurately see the entire picture of reality or trust someone 

who does (namely, God).  What is real and actual is what is the truth.  It is within the sphere of what is 

real or actual that Jesus is commanding God (ahem, asking God) to set believers apart for service to Him.   

God does this by bringing believers into truth where He is able to cleanse them, setting them apart from 

unbelievers and carnal believers for service to Him.  This is experientially accomplished as the believer 

walks in fellowship with God by the light of His Word and teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  For it is 

the word of God which is truth.  Thus, Jesus’ request of the Father is that He set believers apart as for 

service by cleansing them in the sphere of what is true.  The believer is commanded to be holy as God is 

holy according to 1 Peter 1:14-16. 

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but 

like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You 

shall be holy for I am holy.’” 

Each time the word “holy” is used in that passage it focuses on being distinctly different than others who 

have not been cleansed and set apart for service.  In relationship to God, there is no one like Him for He 

is and has always been perfectly righteous.  In relationship to the believer, there is a process that must 

take place wherein the sphere of truth the believer is cleansed by that which is actual, the truth of God’s 

word.  This requires that the believer be transformed in his thinking (cf. Romans 12:2) and a doer of the 

word not merely a hearer (cf.  James 1:22).  Furthermore, the word of God is identified as the “mind of 

Christ” (cf. 1 Cor. 2.16) and is the curriculum that God the Father has supplied to the believer’s teacher, 

the Holy Spirit for the purpose of spiritual growth resulting in experiential sanctification of the believer 

into a vessel of service to God (cf. 1 John 2:27; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 2:2, et al).  God’s ability to sanctify the 

believer by His word is hindered by the believer’s willingness to walk in fellowship with Him, receive 

instruction in humility, and rely on God’s divine perspective to be the source of truth.  The word of God 

is the location wherein God sets the believer who trusts His Word apart for service experientially. 


