
The Bible:   
Living and Active 

 

In Hebrews 4:12 God explains that His Word is living and active, having the ability to judge the thoughts 

and intentions of man’s heart. 

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as 

the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart.” 

The word “word” is translated from the Koine Greek word λόγος (“lo-gos”) which literally means, 

revealed message, based on initiation.”  Rather than focusing on the characteristics of a single word, 

λόγος focuses on the message that is contained and revealed within the statements comprised of 

individual words.  As God speaks, His word (message) is revealed based on His initiation to reveal and 

communicate information to others.  The word of God is living and active as is clearly evident in the 

creation account in Genesis 1. 

The word “living” is translated from the Koine Greek word ζῶν (“zohn”) which literally means, 

“performing the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to be spiritually alive, based on its 

own initiation.”  God’s word is spiritually alive as a matter of principle.  As God, Who Himself is spirit, 

speaks His words out they are spiritually alive having purpose and ability to accomplish that purpose for 

which God spoke them to accomplish (cf. Gen. 1:3,6,9,11,14-15,20,24,26-27).  There is spiritual life in 

the words and message of God.  This is the standard operating principle of God’s word.  When God 

speaks, there is spiritual life contained in that which He says as a matter of principle.  That spiritual life 

does not die off over time, but keeps on remaining alive from the first moment of His speaking into 

eternity.  God’s word is also active, having the necessary energy within itself to carry out the work for 

which it was sent. 

The word “active” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐνεργὴς (“en-er-gaes”) which literally means, 

“possessing energy necessary to make something capable of carrying out activity, based on initiation.”  

God’s word has within it the necessary energy that it needs to do for which God intends it to accomplish.  

As He speaks His word, He puts within it the necessary energy it needs in order to do what He purposed 

it to accomplish.  Thus, God’s word contains within it what it needs in order to be proven dependable for 

those who trust it to do what God says it will do.   

Because God’s word is living and active the believer is able to learn its message and depend upon what 

he has learned.  As the believer depends upon what God has revealed he relies on it to do what God 

says it will do.  In this way the believer rests from accomplishing works by his own power and strength.  

Instead, he relies on the energy contained within God’s word and the spiritual life of God’s word to work 

on his behalf.  When the believer depends upon God’s word it results in him growing spiritually and 

becoming more firm in his faith. 

All of God’s word instructs the believer in truth (doctrine), provides evidence of error (reproof), reveals 

how to correct the error (correction), and is profitable for training the believer who depends upon it in 

righteousness.  As the believer depends upon God’s word, His word does the work to teach, reprove, 

correct, and train the believer in righteousness because it contains within it the necessary energy to 

accomplish those works in the believer who rests in dependence upon God’s word. 


